
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64 

Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting held at 7:00 p.m.  
December 14, 2015 

Jefferson School – Multipurpose Room 
8200 Greendale Avenue 

Niles, IL 60714 
 

Board President Anthony Borrelli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. Other Board 
members in attendance were Vicki Lee, Mark Eggemann, Bob Johnson, Scott 
Zimmerman, and Tom Sotos. Board member Dathan Paterno was absent. Also present 
were Superintendent Laurie Heinz, Chief School Business Official Luann Kolstad, 
Assistant Superintendent Joel Martin, Public Information Coordinator Bernadette Tramm, 
and two members of the public. 
 
Board of Education meetings are videotaped and may be viewed in their full length from 
the District’s website at: http://www.d64.org. 
 
BOARD RECESSES AND ADJOURNS TO CLOSED SESSION  
 
Board President Borrelli noted the closed session would relate to two issues: 
discussion of upcoming contract negotiations with teachers to cover the process, protocol 
and issues of the negotiations with the District’s legal counsel; and a topic regarding a 
student and special education services. He stated the Board had been advised by District 
legal counsel to convene negotiation discussion in closed session and that federal and 
state laws mandate that any discussion involving students be in closed session. He further 
noted that the motion was being worded so that the Board could continue its closed 
session on Saturday, January 9. 
 
At 6:04 p.m., it was moved by Board President Borrelli and seconded by Board member 
Zimmerman to adjourn to closed session to discuss collective negotiating matters 
between the District and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations 
concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees [5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(2)] 
and the placement of individual students in special education programs and other matters 
relating to individual students [5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(10)]. It was further moved that the 
Board recess from this closed session and reconvene in closed session on January 9, 2016 
to discuss collective negotiating matters between the District and its employees or their 
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of 
employees [5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(2)].  
       
The votes were cast as follows:  
 
AYES: Sotos, Zimmerman, Borrelli, Johnson, Lee, Eggemann 
 
NAYS: None. 
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PRESENT:  None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno      The motion carried. 
 
The Board recessed from closed session and after a short break resumed the regular 
Board meeting at 7:25 p.m. In addition to those mentioned above, also present were 
Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning Lori Lopez, Director of Student Services 
Jane Boyd, Director of Innovation & Instructional Technology Mary Jane Warden, 
Director of Facility Management Ron DeGeorge, Assistant Business Manager Brian 
Imhoff, and 30 additional members of the public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Board President Borrelli invited public comments; none were received. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY 
 
Board President Borrelli convened the public hearing on the 2015 tax levy. He 
invited any members of the public wanting to address the Board about the tax 
levy to come forward. No comments were received. 
 
Board President Borrelli immediately adjourned the public hearing. 
 
ADOPTION OF FINAL 2015 TAX LEVY   
 
CSBO Kolstad reported that the Board’s adoption of three resolutions this 
evening is the final step in the annual property tax levy process. She noted the 
Board had reviewed the levy in depth at its November meeting, and had adopted a 
tentative levy. She reported that the levy being recommended for final adoption is 
designed to access all new construction the District is entitled to, and that nothing had 
changed since the tentative levy. She reported that upon the Board’s vote tonight, the 
documents would be delivered to the County Clerk’s office. During discussion with the 
Board, she affirmed that one of the resolutions to be adopted by the Board instructs the 
Clerk to reduce the final tax extension solely from the Education Fund by whatever 
amount is required to be in compliance with the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law.  
 
ACTION ITEM 15-12-1 
 
It was moved by Board member Johnson and seconded by Board member 
Zimmerman that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, 
Park Ridge-Niles, Illinois, adopt the attached Resolution #1153 Providing For a Levy of 
Taxes for the Year 2015 and Resolution #1154 Instruct the County Clerk How to 
Apportion 2015 Tax Levy Extension Reductions and Resolution #1155 Authorizing Tax 
for Illinois Municipal Retirement Purposes. These resolutions and supporting 
documentation will be filed with the Cook County Clerk’s office. 
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The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Johnson, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Sotos 
 
NAYS: Eggemann 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno       The motion carried. 
 
ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION (ISBE) QUALIFIED 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BONDS (QSCB) AND UPDATE ON 
PROJECTIONS 
 
CSBO Kolstad announced that in late November, the ISBE had 
announced an application process and guidelines to compete for a pool 
of about $495 million in QSCBs, which had just recently been made 
available to Illinois school districts through the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 
of 2009. She explained that the bonds may be used to cover renovation of school 
buildings, such as District 64 is contemplating, with the interest reimbursed at 93% by 
this federal government program. CSBO Kolstad reported that ISBE intends to fund 
shovel ready projects from districts that have available debt capacity to issue the bonds; 
she noted that should more applications be received than funds are available, that other 
criteria such as low income population and property tax rates would be used to prioritize 
which schools would receive the QSCBs. She shared a bonding scenario prepared by 
William Blair that would provide for an issuance of $24.35 million in non-referendum 
debt and a subsidy of $10.5 million back from the federal government. During Board 
discussion, she reaffirmed that if District 64 is selected, it would have 18 months to issue 
the QSCBs and three years from the award to spend the funds, however the Board is 
under no obligation to issue the bonds. She confirmed that because of the completion of 
the Master Facilities Plan and 10-year Health Life Safety study, District 64 has a high 
volume of shovel-ready projects that could be funded through QSCBs, if the District is 
selected and the Board so chooses. She reported that the Board would have to take action 
on the application in early January to meet the ISBE submission deadline of January 15.   
 
Following lengthy discussion, the Board unanimously agreed to preserve the District’s 
option of potentially using this low-cost method of funding capital projects if selected for 
the program, and directed CSBO Kolstad to prepare the application for final Board 
consideration and action in early January. Dr. Heinz affirmed that although the timeline is 
quick, it would offer the Board another alternative to consider when looking at financing 
methods for projects the Board has been examining for summer 2016 and future years. 
 
Moving to the second portion of her report, CSBO Kolstad reviewed financial projections 
that have been further updated to reflect current conditions in the economy and the 
possibility of a two-year property tax freeze for the 2017 and 2018 tax levy years. CPI 
also has been adjusted to reflect 0.5% in 2016 and 0% in the following two levies. CSBO 
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Kolstad reported on the amount of new money estimated with the new projection. She 
also provided the Board with fund balance projections taking into account potentially 
committing $10 million in Working Cash for future capital projects. The projections 
indicate that the District could maintain the Board’s Operating Fund balance policy of 
maintaining 33% in its fund balance through 2020, however she reiterated that there are 
many unknowns in terms of both revenues and expenditures. The Board then discussed 
her proposal to formally designate $10 million to capital projects, but did not reach 
consensus on doing so at this time. 
 
REPORT AND ACCEPTANCE OF ANNUAL AUDIT FY15  
 
Assistant Business Manager Imhoff reported on the annual audit for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2015, prepared by the independent accounting firm of Klein Hall 
CPAs. He reviewed the three documents presented to the Board, including: the 
audited financial statements report and communication letters from the auditor to 
the Board, followed by a summary that goes to the ISBE. He pointed out that the opinion 
letter from the auditors is an unqualified, “clean” opinion providing the highest level of 
assurance. Mr. Imhoff noted that one major change this year is the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement 68, which changed the accounting and 
financial reporting requirements for pensions. He noted that the audit report establishes a 
fund balance for all funds of $56.9 million on June 30, 2015. He reported that it was the 
first time in several years that the fund balance had decreased, which is due to spending 
the proceeds from the bonds issued in 2014 to fund improvements at Field School. 
 
Turning to the letters from the auditors, Mr. Imhoff noted that for the fourth straight year 
there were no findings related either to potential deficiencies in the District’s account 
balances or internal controls, which is a “clean” communication. He noted that the second 
letter makes a minor recommendation to obtain an updated appraisal of the District’s 
fixed assets and property. Mr. Imhoff reported that he and CSBO Kolstad believe an 
updated valuation would be worthwhile to obtain at this time, and could also be used for 
insurance purposes to validate the true cost of facilities and equipment. Mr. Imhoff noted 
that 4-8 years is the industry standard for such valuations, and that in the off years, 
District 64 had been compiling and providing to the appraisal company a list of the 
various projects completed that can be incorporated into the following year’s update. 
Board members continued discussing with Dr. Heinz, CSBO Kolstad and Mr. Imhoff the 
timing of when the appraisal might be done, its estimated cost of $15,000, the potential 
impact on the District's insurance costs, and the information developed by FGM 
Architects when preparing the new Master Facilities Plan. Mr. Imhoff concluded by 
noting the audit process went very smoothly this year, and that the feedback from the 
auditors was very helpful. Board President Borrelli congratulated the District for the 
continued diligence required for maintaining a clean opinion for a fourth year. 
 
ACTION ITEM 15-12-2 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board member 
Lee that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park 
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Ridge-Niles, Illinois, accept the annual audit report as presented for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2015. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Sotos, Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson, Eggemann 
 
NAYS: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno      The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Imhoff and CSBO Kolstad responded to further Board member questions about the 
accounting impact of the GASB change on pension reporting.  
 
UPDATE ON MASTER FACILITY PLAN/HEALTH LIFE 
SAFETY 
 
CSBO Kolstad and Facility Director DeGeorge reported on further steps 
completed since the Board gave approval to prepare bid documents for summer 2016 
work. She noted that FGM architects had met with each building’s office staff to review 
the proposed layout for their secure vestibule/office and made minor changes to improve 
efficiency. She also reported that FGM Architects had submitted documents to the City of 
Park Ridge Appearance Committee for Field, Roosevelt and Lincoln that are to receive 
small additions, and submitted a site plan review application and special use applications 
to the Zoning Department. She noted that a further update would be provided at the 
January 26 Board meeting. 
 
Dr. Heinz then reported on meetings with the Northeastern Illinois Public Safety Training 
Academy (NIPSTA) to enlist their expertise in helping District 64 to develop a 
comprehensive safety plan. Dr. Heinz and Board members discussed components they 
would like to see included in the plan; Dr. Heinz invited Board members to email her if 
they had additional ideas following the meeting. 
 
PRESENTATION ON PARCC RESULTS  
 
Assistant Superintendent Lopez presented an overview of 2015 PARCC results 
for students in grades 3-8, which have now been made available by the ISBE and posted 
publicly to its website as well as District 64 and shared with parents. She reviewed the 
introduction of the PARCC assessment throughout Illinois for the first time in spring 
2015 replacing the Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT). She noted that in 2016, 
PARCC will be modified to incorporate a single testing window to reduce the number of 
tests. Most students will have about 90 minutes less in testing time. Dr. Lopez reviewed 
how the assessments are scored for each strand within English Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics. She shared information about the rigor of the assessment, and pointed out 
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that actual test questions for the 2015 PARCC had been released publicly. She then 
shared the PARCC performance data by grade level and for the District, and noted that 
District 64 continues to outperform state averages at each grade level as well as the 
average of other states participating in the PARCC test. She pointed out that performance 
is now assigned to five levels, rather than four as was provided in the ISATs. For ELA, 
District 64 had 57% of students performing at levels 4 and 5, compared to 40% in the 
PARCC states and 38% in Illinois. For Math, 50% of District 64 students performed in 
the highest levels 4 and 5, compared to 32% in the PARCC states and 28% in Illinois. Dr. 
Heinz noted that the bar for proficiency had been raised in grade-level learning through 
the new ELA and Math standards for Illinois and with the PARCC assessment. She 
suggested that as with any change, there will be some adjustments as students and 
teachers transition to the new format of the PARCC exam and the higher expecattions of 
the learning standards. Looking ahead, she reported on various strategies the Distict will 
be using to raise student performance into the low 60% range over the next three years, 
such as providing students with appropriate practice of the test format, supporting 
teachers with reviewing question types and the criteria for proficiency, and reviewing 
practices implemented by high-performing teams in Distict 64 and replicating these 
across the District. She concluded by noting the PARCC assessment is one component of 
the District’s assessment portfolio, which include the Educational Ends, Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP), and classroom assessments. During the Board member 
discussion that followed, Dr. Lopez indicated that Arlington Heights 25 and Wilmette 39 
are districts that provide a good comparison for District 64 to analyze performance 
against in future years. She also reported that the individual student data she is analyzing 
shows a significant cluster of District 64 students at the top of the new “approaching 
standards” middle performance category, and that this would provide an important 
opportunity for District 64 to improve in future years. She reconfirmed that the 2016 
PARCC would create another new baseline, however, as the assessment will be 
significantly different.  
 
SUMMER INTERIM SESSION 2015 REPORT 
 
Dr. Lopez reported on the successful 2015 Worlds of Wonder summer program, 
which had the highest number of class registrations to date and also utilized 
online registration for the first time. She noted that the program concluded with 
a deficit of about $25,000, due to modified accounting practices instituted by new CSBO 
Kolstad to assign allocations of full-time administrators and clerical staff who support the 
program to this budget.  
 
PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF SUMMER INTERIM 
SESSION 2016 DATES & FEES 
 
Dr. Lopez presented the recommendation for the 2016 summer program, to 
be held at Field and Emerson with two, 14-day sessions offered. She noted 
that although the popular online registration would be continued, a new 
system would be utilized that would provide enhanced features for communication and 
information sharing with parents and staff. The system is also used by the Park Ridge 

Summer 
Interim Session 
2015 Report 

Presentation and 
Approval of Summer 
Interim Session 2016 
Dates & Fees 



Board of Education Meeting Minutes 
December 14, 2015 

 7 

Park District, and will be familiar to local residents. Dr. Lopez reviewed the budget and 
suggested tuition, which will increase to $125 per class per session. She noted that tuition 
has held steady at $100 or $105 for the past five years, and was now designed to fully 
fund the program based on the additional expenses being allocated to it. Board members 
discussed the proposal, and the consensus was to set tuition to ensure the program would 
break even. 
 

ACTION ITEM 15-12-3 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board member 
Eggemann that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, 
Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the recommendations of dates, fees and locations for 
the 2016 Summer Interim Session. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Sotos, Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson, Eggemann 
 
NAYES: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno       The motion carried. 
 
INFORMATION: HISTORICAL LOOK BACK ON STUDENT FEES 
 
Dr. Heinz provided a brief history of fee studies that the District has conducted 
between 2008 and 2013 to give all Board members background on the current 
fee structure. She reviewed the fee study conducted in 2008-09 by the 
Community Finance Committee (CFC) and District 64, and shared key 
observations from that analysis. She then reported on the most recent review in 2012-13, 
again conducted by the CFC working with the District, which indicated that the District 
was recovering about 57% of its expenditures attributable to student fees by the fees 
being collected from parents. She reported that the Board at that time had subsequently 
approved maintaining the required student fees at the existing level and had provided 
substantial relief to elementary families by eliminating the lunch program supervision 
fee. Moving to the current school year, Dr. Heinz reported that the required registration 
fees paid by all students according to their grade level had remained unchanged for a 
seventh consecutive year. Looking ahead, Dr. Heinz stated that additional information 
would be developed to assist the Board in establishing fees for 2016-17, which are 
anticipated to be set no later than March 2016. Board members, Dr. Heinz, and CSBO 
Kolstad engaged in further discussion about the fee structure, what expenses are intended 
to be offset, how the fee relates to the abundant program offerings for students, the 
District’s intention in setting fees for current parents balanced against expenses paid by 
all taxpayers, and how fees are communicated to parents. Board President Borrelli 
affirmed that the fee discussion had been broken into three segments, beginning with this 
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evening’s in-depth review, and progressing to further analysis and finally decision-
making. Dr. Heinz and CSBO Kolstad will provide additional information at the January 
26 meeting. 
 
FIRST READING OF POLICIES FROM PRESS ISSUE 89 – 
AUGUST 2015 
 
It was agreed by consensus to defer consideration of the proposed changes 
until Board member Paterno could report on behalf of the Board Policy 
Committee.  
 
 
DISCUSSION: PROPOSED REORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL 
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE MODEL  
 
Director of Student Services Boyd reviewed a recommendation to 
reorganize the administrative model utilized by District 64 for supervision 
of its special education services. She provided a history of how the role of 
special education administrators has changed in District 64 in recent years, 
and the current demands for greater degrees of leadership and oversight for an expanding 
number of activities. She provided comparative data about the number and type of 
administrators employed in large elementary school districts. She reviewed District 64’s 
current model, which relies on Park Ridge Education Association (PREA) members as 
Facilitators and supports a peer-to-peer leadership model for special education staff. 
Director Boyd stated it is the recommendation of the administrative team that two full-
time special education Facilitators be replaced with two full-time special education 
Coordinators, who would hold administrative licenses. She provided further information 
about how the recommended model would better meet the changing needs of the District 
and help to accomplish the ambitious goals foreseen in the 2020 Vision Strategic Plan, 
while being cost neutral. Dr. Heinz reaffirmed that the support model must change if the 
District is to meet the higher standards of the new strategic plan. Board members, Dr. 
Heinz and Director Boyd discussed the proposal to understand the current model, the 
ramifications of making the recommended change, and the research done in developing 
the proposal. The recommendation will be brought before the Board at a future meeting 
for action. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. PERSONNEL REPORT 

Valerie Lendzion Employ as Special Needs Assistant at Roosevelt School 
effective November 18, 2015 - $13,128.95 (prorated 128 
days). 

Nicole Azark Leave of Absence Request, Maternity/FMLA – 4th Grade 
Teacher at Roosevelt School effective March 21, 2016 – June 
2, 2016 (tentative). 
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If additional information is needed, please contact Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources Joel T. Martin. 
 
B. BILLS, PAYROLL AND BENEFITS  
 
Bills  
 
10 - Education Fund----------------------------------------------- $   922,951.61 
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund -----------------------       166,395.93 
30 - Debt Services---------- --------------------------------------        12,953.38 
40 - Transportation Fund -----------------------------------------     237,657.78 
50 - Retirement (IMRF/SS/MEDICARE)-----------------------           - 
60 - Capital Projects  ----------------------------------------------     117,749.45 
80 - Tort Immunity Fund -----------------------------------------         1,072.00  
90 - Fire Prevention and Safety Fund --------------------------             - ____ 
 
Checks Numbered: 123387 - 123610               Total: $1,457,780.05 
 
Payroll and Benefits for Month of November, 2015 
 
10 - Education Fund----------------------------------------------- $4,031,552.11  
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund ------------------------     210,461.70 
40 - Transportation Fund -----------------------------------------         5,397.33 
50 - IMRF/FICA ---------------------------------------------------      80,699.76 
80 - Tort Immunity Fund -----------------------------------------             - ____ 
 
Checks Numbered: 11915 - 11990               
Direct Deposit: 900084775 – 900086386  Total:   $4,328,110.90 
 
Accounts Payable detailed list can be viewed on the District 64 website www.d64.org > 
Departments > Business Services. 
 
C. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER FINANCIALS ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
 
Monthly financial reports can be viewed on the District 64 website www.d64.org > 
Departments > Business Services. 
 

Shelli Mata Leave of Absence Request, Maternity/FMLA – 2nd Grade 
Teacher at Carpenter School effective April 23, 2016 – August 
2016 (tentative). 

Asma Yazdani Leave of Absence Request, Maternity/FMLA – Math/Science 
Teacher at Lincoln School effective April 23, 2016 – August 
2016 (tentative). 
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D. RESOLUTION #1156 AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE O’HARE NOISE 
COMPATIBILITY COMMISSION 
 
E.  ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION  
 
F. DESTRUCTION OF AUDIO CLOSED MINUTES (NONE) 
 
ACTION ITEM 15-12-4 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board member 
Eggemann that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64,  
Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the Consent Agenda of December 14, 2015 which 
includes the Personnel Report; Bills, Payroll and Benefits; Approval of Financial Update 
for the Period Ending November 30, 2015; Resolution #1156 Authorizing an Amendment 
of the Intergovernmental Agreement Relating to the O’Hare Noise Compatibility 
Commission; Acceptance of Donation; and Destruction of Audio Closed Minutes (none). 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Eggemann, Johnson, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman 
 
NAYS: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno, Sotos       The motion carried. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Board members discussed a proposed revision to the closed session minutes 
of November 30.  
 
ACTION ITEM 15-12-5 
 
It was moved by Board member Johnson and seconded by Board member 
Eggemann that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School 
District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the minutes from the Closed Sessions on 
November 30 and November 16, 2015; Special Board Meetings on November 30 and 
November 5, 2015; and Regular Board Meeting on November 16, 2015, with the deletion 
of the third sentence in the third paragraph of point number one in the closed session 
minutes of November 30.  
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
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AYES: Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson, Eggemann 
 
NAYS: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Sotos, Paterno      The motion carried. 
 
OTHER DISCUSSION AND ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 
Dr. Heinz reported that the annual ELF Casino Night benefit would be held 
on January 30 and urged Board members to attend. She noted the work the 
Wellness Committee had done and that the committee is developing a new website and 
would be focusing on heart health month in February. Dr. Heinz reported on recent FOIA 
requests. She also noted that the elementary schools would be hosting holiday sings for 
their families prior to the Winter Recess.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 10:49 p.m., it was moved by Board member Lee and seconded by Board 
member Johnson to adjourn, which was approved by voice vote. 
 
___________________________ 
President 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary 
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