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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64 

Minutes of the Committee-of-the-Whole: 21st Century/Future Ready Learning Classrooms 
held at 7:00 p.m. October 24, 2016 

Lincoln Middle School – Gym  
200 S. Lincoln Ave., Park Ridge, IL 60068 

 
Board President Anthony Borrelli called the meeting to order at 7:47 p.m. Other Board members 
in attendance were Vicki Lee, Tom Sotos, Dathan Paterno, Scott Zimmerman, Bob Johnson, and 
Mark Eggemann. Also present were Superintendent Laurie Heinz, Chief School Business 
Official Luann Kolstad, Assistant Superintendents Joel Martin and Lori Lopez, Director of 
Student Services Jane Boyd, Director of Innovation & Instructional Technology Mary Jane 
Warden, Director of Facility Management Ron DeGeorge, Public Information Coordinator 
Bernadette Tramm, and about 35 members of the public. 
 
Board President Borrelli stated the purpose of the meeting was to hear an update on the District’s 
instructional spaces. He reported that the Board and members of the public had just returned 
from a walking tour of Room 211 and the lower level broadcasting studio and innovation lab. 
 
Technology Director Warden addressed the “power of place” in helping students become 
knowledge-able in their learning. She noted that during the first year of District 64’s 1:1 learning 
initiative in 2014-15, it became apparent that the current state of District 64’s classroom furniture 
and environments were not perfectly aligned with modern educational philosophy and the 2020 
Vision Strategic Plan goals for instruction, where collaboration and inquiry-based learning are 
central to what our students do and how they learn. She noted that Strategic Plan Objective Five 
envisions a change in students’ learning styles and in their learning environments. Director 
Warden shared research that demonstrates that classrooms should be considered the third teacher, 
along with instruction and the curriculum. 
 
She then introduced and reviewed two different pilot programs currently underway at Lincoln 
Middle School, which the Board had visited during their walking tour. First, she noted that the 
District had received a $15,440 grant from the District 64 Elementary Learning Foundation 
(ELF) in 2016 to transform Room 211, a standard classroom. Under the supervision of grade 6 
teachers Melissa Johnson and Kara Dabe, the classroom has been updated into a flexible space 
that allows and encourages students to collaborate, communicate and engage in critical thinking. 
Director Warden and Ms. Johnson noted that the mix of furniture types and room arrangements 
was allowing the teachers to explore different instructional methods and classroom management 
practices to better accommodate the multitude of ways students learn. They presented a short 
video created by Lincoln students that showcases the space in use by students and hears from 
both students and teachers about how they are using the realigned space and furnishings. 
 
Turning to the second pilot, Director Warden then reviewed the transformation of the lower level 
broadcasting studio and adjacent area into new spaces for students to promote the practice of 
digital communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity. She noted that Bretford 
had donated $55,000 worth of furniture for the Discover Empower Network (DEN) to help 
realize this vision under the direction of 7th/8th grade English Language Arts teacher Mike Taglia. 
She reported that Lincoln’s PTO had provided about $3,000 for monitors and installation. 
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Board members and presenters then engaged in further discussion about how these 21st 
century/future ready spaces are supporting teaching and learning, rather than hindering 
instructional practices envisioned in the Strategic Plan. Technology Director Warden shared 
survey data from students using the transformed spaces about how it impacts their comfort and 
focus in class compared to other classrooms, their engagement in their learning, and whether the 
spaces are used to cater to different learning styles. She noted that additional data would be 
collected about the pilot programs, which will be of benefit going forward as District 64 
considers ways to make its learning spaces more responsive to changed expectations for student 
learning focused on the 4 C’s of collaboration, creativity, communication and critical thinking. 
 
At 8:04 p.m., Board President Borrelli adjourned the COW meeting and immediately resumed 
the regular Board meeting.   
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