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Illinoisans will find several new informative metrics and features 
on the 2014 Report Card to better gauge the progress of 
students and schools, especially in terms of meeting college and 
career readiness benchmarks. The additions promise to further 
enhance the Illinois Report Card, ranked tops in the nation in 
2014 by parents and researchers, according to the Education 
Commission of the States. The 2014 Illinois Report Card will be 
available Oct. 31. 

New Metrics 
 
Post-Secondary Enrollment: The Illinois Report Card includes 
12-month and 16-month enrollment statistics of former Illinois 
high school students in two-year and four-year colleges.  
 
Freshmen on Track: The 2014 Report Card reports the 
percentage of students who finish freshman year on track, 
which means that they have earned at least five full-year course 
credits (10 semester credits) and have earned no more than 
one semester F in a core course (English, math, science or 
social science.) A student who is on track at the end of his or 
her freshman year is almost four times as likely to graduate 
from high school as a student who is not on track. 
 
Principal Turnover: This new metric measures the number of 
principals who have worked at a school in the past six school 
years. 
 
Teacher Retention: This new metric reports the percentage of teachers returning to a 
school over the last three school years. 
 
Illinois 5Essentials: 2014 is the first year in which each school’s 5Essentials results will be 
posted on each School Report Card. The 5Essentials is a statewide survey of individual 
schools’ learning conditions and environment, completed by all sixth- through 12th-grade 
students and all pre-kindergarten through 12th-grade teachers.  These results, like future 
results, are benchmarked to 2013 statewide 5Essentials data to allow for year-to-year 
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Achievement Gap: Introduced since last year’s Report Card release, the Compare Schools 
feature allows examination of achievement gaps by grade and subject. Achievement gaps 
include Black/White, Hispanic/White, Black/Hispanic, Low Income/Non Low Income, 
Male/Female, Individualized Education Program (IEP)/Non IEP, and Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP)/Non LEP. 
 
Advanced Comparison: Building on the capabilities of the Achievement Gap function, this 
feature allows comparison within a large set of student groups. Available comparison groups 
include income levels, race/ethnicity, LEP status, IEP status and gender. 
 
 
For more information regarding the Illinois Report Card, visit ISBE’s website or 
click the following links: 
 
Illinois Report Card website: http://illinoisreportcard.com/ 
 
New School Report Card fact sheet:  
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/report_card/2015/fact-sheet1408.pdf  
 
New School Report Card FAQ:  
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/report_card/2015/faq1408.pdf  


