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Mannheim District 83 Board of Education approved Full-Day Kindergarten to
begin in the Fall of 2019. The School Board members studied the research
regarding the benefits of Full-Day Kindergarten and approved a two-year
implementation plan. This implementation plan is currently following the
scheduled timeline.
Full-Day Kindergarten Two-Year Implementation Plan
2017 – 2018 – Phase One – Planning and Design
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1. The Administration, SPM Architects, Kindergarten Teachers, and Board of
Education meetings have been held to discuss and determine Full-Day
Kindergarten classroom space and design through the construction of additional
space and remodeling at Roy, Scott, and Westdale Schools.
2. The cost of Full-Day Kindergarten construction and remodeling will come from
the Education Fund with no additional increase or cost to the community.
3. Full-Day Kindergarten construction and furniture bids will be completed with
construction beginning June of 2018.
2018 – 2019 – Phase Two – Construction
1. The Administration, SPM Architects, Kindergarten Teachers, and Board of
Education meetings will be held to discuss Full-Day Kindergarten construction
progress and needs.
2. The Administration and the Kindergarten Teachers will meet to develop
Full-Day Kindergarten Curriculum.

M

3. Full-Day Kindergarten construction will be completed during the summer
of 2019.

4. Full-Day Kindergarten opens Fall, 2019 at Roy, Scott, and Westdale Schools.
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Thank-you Mannheim 83 Board of Education for all your work making
Full-Day Kindergarten happen for our students and their families!
Thank-you parents for all you do on behalf of your children.
Sincerely,

Winter 2019
2018 Tax Levy Request
Alicia Cieszykowski, Business Manager/CSBO
Mannheim School District 83 made its annual request for tax revenue in December. The total amount requested
by the District represents a 4.99% increase over what was extended last year. The total amount requested is
$40,278,982. However, since we are a tax-capped district, the District is held to an increase in the taxes
extended equal to either 5% or CPI-U (the Consumer Price Index for Urban Consumers), whichever is less. For
the 2018 tax year, the average CPI-U was 2.10 %, therefore, the taxes extended to the District will be 2.10%
more than what was extended last year. The practice of asking for more tax revenue is just to make sure the
District captures all new construction and property.
The majority of the District’s revenue comes from property taxes. The Education Fund receives the most tax
revenue; 78% (Education and Special Education Funds) of all property tax revenue goes to support the
instruction of the students. The District has decided to allocate more tax dollars into our Education Fund, where
it is needed the most. By doing this, the District is able to use Fund Balance for the new all-day kindergarten
additions and renovations.
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The District and the Board of Education have made concerted efforts to keep taxes down in our community.
The District will once again abate a portion of the debt service tax levy with our Education Fund in order to
keep the debt service rate stable for taxpayers. This is done by not levying the full amount of our debt service
payments for the year, but only asking for the amount that will keep the tax rate at approximately the same as
last year. The shortfall will be covered by the District’s Education Fund balance. The District will be
contributing approximately $1,853,500 of fund balance towards our annual debt payments for the 2018 tax year.
The District, along with the Board of Education, values the members of our community and will continue to
make these types of fiscally responsible decisions when possible.

Update 2019
State Testing Update
Brian Knox, Curriculum Director

Students in Mannheim District 83 and all across public schools in Illinois will take state exams this spring to
measure our progress in meeting the Illinois Learning Standards. Students in third through eighth grade will be
tested in reading/language arts and mathematics. Most students will
take the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) formerly known as
PARCC. The Illinois Assessment of Readiness is a federally required
measure of student mastery of the Illinois Learning Standards in
English language arts and mathematics for grades 3 through 8. Students
in fifth and eighth grades will also be tested in science. The science
assessment is called the Illinois Science Assessment. The results of these assessments will be reported on the
School Report Card that is available each year by the end of October.
Students with the most severe cognitive disabilities take alternate
assessments in reading/language arts, mathematics and science as well.
The Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment (DLM-AA) is the
measure used for these students.
The Mannheim District 83 IAR testing window for this school year is April 2-23, 2019. The ISA exam will be
administered the week of April 22, 2019, and the DLM-AA testing window is March 13 – April 30, 2019.
As a school district we encourage our families to help their children do their very best each year by:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Making sure their child attends school on the days of testing;
Making sure their child gets a good night sleep the night before breakfast;
Reminding their child to ask questions, if he/she does not understand the test directions; and
Letting their child know they have confidence in their ability to do their best.

Our students have the opportunity to take online IAR practice tests as well to
help them become accustomed to the test format and practice the types of
items they will encounter during their testing sessions. These practice tests
can be found on our web site, www.d83.org, under the Students Tab – IAR
Practice Tests. Further information for families can also be found on the ISBE web site, www.isbe.net, under
the Families and Students tab – Assessments.
The staff of Mannheim District 83 is committed to providing high quality learning experiences in all areas that
prepare our students for their futures. These annual assessments are one of the benchmarks we have available
to provide us feedback on our progress in meeting the Illinois Learning Standards for our learners. We
appreciate your investment in your child’s education, and we look forward to sharing our progress this fall.

Winter 2019
Bilingual/EL Essentials
Piedad Kaye, Bilingual Director
Mannheim District 83’s Annual Multicultural Bilingual Parent Summit was held on March 2, 2019 at
Mannheim Middle School. We were so excited to showcase our violin players from Roy School and our
Folkloric Dance Troupes from Westdale School. Our teachers work with students and coach them in
performances that show their dedication and love of diverse cultures. Our dedicated teachers work endless hours
in rehearsing with students so that they may share their talents with all of us.

Westdale Folkloric Dance Troupe

Westdale Folkloric Dance Troupe

Roy School Violin Players

Our keynote speaker this year was Emily Francis. She shared life experiences that have led her to
her career in teaching English Learners. Her background is one of great struggle and resilience.
Her optimism and love of education was inspirational for those of us working in education. Here
is a link for you to review: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RI_STHTJfk A diversity of
breakout sessions for parents was organized to address the requests shared from family members
in our district.
Emily Francis, ESL Teacher

This summit is a community event that brings our local
agencies, libraries, businesses, and educators together in a
commitment to build bonds and support our students and
families. A great THANK YOU goes out to our Bilingual Parent
Advisory Council (BPAC) members. They worked endless
hours in planning, scheduling, contacting presenters, and
organizing every detail of this wonderful community event. Our
Community Liaisons, Blanca Elizalde and Idolina Tapia reached
out to all members of our community and led us in a team
effort to bring about another successful summit. Our BPAC
members Shine!
Thank you for your continued support of our students and families!

BPAC Members

Update 2019
Technology Update
Robert Junna, Technology Director
Mannheim School District 83 provides our students with the technology resources and tools to develop the 21st
Century skills needed for their future. Coding is a fundamental skill alongside math and reading in today’s
digital world. In its simplest definition, coding is a precise sequence of instructions that meet an
objective. When you want to stream your favorite movie, code brings it into your home. If you crave pizza for
dinner, code places your order online. As you use your favorite app, code lets you send a message, share a
photo, or download a video. Even though you can’t see it, code is everywhere in our lives. It is important to
expose coding to children at a young age because learning about it promotes confidence, innovation, and
creativity. We believe teaching coding/programming skills will help students develop self-efficacy as they
create digital content and share it with the world, instead of just being consumers of content.
Many resources already exist for our intermediate and middle school students, such as Sphero robots, Swift
Playgrounds iPad app, and Scratch coding programs. In our elementary schools, Technology Learning Coaches
are introducing Blue-Bots to students and teachers in Kindergarten through 2nd grade. Blue-Bots are exciting,
colorful robots that are used to teach coding skills. We are thrilled to utilize these engaging student-friendly
tools to promote the natural curiosity of our students. Some of the benefits of using Blue-Bots to develop early
coding skills include the following:
*Vocabulary of coding
*Algorithms
*Sequencing
*Directional Language

*Spatial thinking
*Estimation
*Positional changes
*Pattern recognition

*Resilience
*Record keeping
*Problem solving

Winter 2019
Human Resource Department News
Michael Dziallo, Human Resource Director
Short-term Substitute Teacher License: The Illinois State Board of Education is now
issuing short-term substitute teacher licenses to applicants who hold an Associate’s
degree or have 60 semester hours. Those who hold this new license may work as a substitute teacher in the
public schools. Stipulations include that they cannot teach more than five consecutive days for any one teacher.
They cannot serve as a paraprofessional; however, they do qualify for an Educator License with Stipulations to
be a paraprofessional.
A mandatory training program is required before a short-term substitute may work. West 40 Intermediate
Service Center #2 is offering regular training sessions for which you can register. The office is located at 4413
Roosevelt Rd, Suite 104, Hillside, IL 60162. The next scheduled training session is Wednesday, March 27,
2019 from 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM. There is a $25 cost for the training. You may register for the training at
https://shorttermsub.eventbrite.com.
The short-term substitute license is valid for substitute teaching in all grades of the public schools
(Prekindergarten through 12). The license is valid until June 30, 2023 and may not be renewed.
If you are interested in applying for a substitute teacher license or Educator License with Stipulations for
Paraprofessional, please do the following:
1. Submit an application online in the Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS). This is found by
visiting http://isbe.net. You will be assigned an Illinois Educator Identification Number (IEIN).
2. A fee will be assessed electronically when the application is submitted (please have a credit card
available).
3. Send an official* transcript to West 40 Intermediate Service Center #2, Attn: Sharon Balderas
(sbalderas@west40.org) or 4413 Roosevelt Rd, Suite 104, Hillside, IL 60162. Make sure to include
your IEIN so that your transcript may be uploaded to your ELIS account.
*Note: To be official, transcripts must be submitted in the sealed envelope from the college or university or be
sent directly by the institution. Transcripts received that are not in a sealed envelope from the university or sent
directly from the university will be considered unofficial and cannot be used for evaluation purposes.
Once your license has been issued, please log into your ELIS account and pay the applicable registration
fees. The license is not valid for employment until these fees are paid.
Then, when you have your substitute license, apply to be a substitute teacher or aide at
http://www.d83.org/district/employment or contact the Human Resources Department at (847) 455-4413 Ext
1233 expressing your interest in working in the D83 schools.

Update 2019
Building, Grounds and Transportation Update
Ron Carleton, Buildings, Grounds, and Transportation Director
Both the Roy and Scott School kindergarten additions are progressing on schedule. The
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems are nearing 75% completion. Interior ceilings and
wall finishes are underway. Trimming out of finished spaces will start in the next couple of
weeks. Floor prep and new floor finishes will start in March. Weather permitting site work will
resume in the next month.

Roy School Exterior

Roy School Heating Plant

Roy School Kindergarten Room

Roy School Multipurpose Room

Scott School Exterior

Scott School Heating Plant

Scott School Kindergarten Room

Scott School Multipurpose Room

Complete school calendar for the 2018– 2019 school year can be found on our
Website at www.d83.org.
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Delayed Start of School
Mannheim District 83 Board of Education Meeting at Scott School Media Center, 6:30 p.m.
Parent Teacher Conferences – Report Cards, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Registration for the 2019 – 2020 School Year, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Westdale School Spring Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
Parent Teacher Conferences – Report Cards, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Registration for the 2019 – 2020 School Year, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Spring Break March 25, 2019 – April 1, 2019.
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School Resumes
Roy School Spring Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
Mannheim District 83 Board of Education Meeting at Administration Center, 6:30 p.m.
Scott School Spring Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
Solo/Ensemble Contest at Mannheim Middle School
Early Release Day
Westdale School Community Learning Night, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Roy School Community Learning Night, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Mannheim Middle School Musical Performance at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
2019- 2020 School Year Registration at Mannheim Middle School, 7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
District 83 Spring Elementary Band Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
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2019 -2020 School Year Registration at Mannheim Middle School, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
District 83 Spring Elementary Orchestra Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
Scott School Community STEM Night, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Mannheim District 83 Board of Education Meeting at Administration Center, 6:30 p.m.
Mannheim Middle School Spring Band Concert at Mannheim Middle School, 6:30 p.m.
Delayed Start of School
Enger School Graduation
Mannheim Middle School Graduation
Memorial Day – No School
4th Quarter Ends – Report Cards Issued

14

First Day of 2019 -2020 School Year.
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