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Upcoming Events
Concerts/Winter Celebrations
 December 18
ECC Winter Wonderland
6:00-7:00p.m.
 December 18
EPHS Band Concert
7:00-9:00p.m.
 December 20
Elmwood Winter Program
1:30 & 6:00p.m.

The New Illinois Report Card Edition
Each state in the nation had to submit a new accountability system to the U.S. Department
of Education due to the passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which replaced
No Child Left Behind (NCLB). Part of the Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE) ESSA
Plan was the creation and adoption of a multiple measures report card that is now including the dozens of factors that impact school performance (i.e. programming, funding, student and teacher attendance, and so on). While NCLB had a single focus on standardized
testing, and more concerned about attainment, the new report card is focused on growth.
While the report card, as a whole, is not entirely perfect, it is a significant step forward in
how people should be looking at their school’s performance. For example, under NCLB, a
school could have performed one year with a 60% proficiency in Math and reach 64% the
next. But under NCLB, there would have been an expectation for the school to reach 70%
proficiency and would not benefit from a positive ranking despite their measurable
growth.

Next Board Meeting
December 19 at EPHS
7:00p.m.
January 16 at EPHS
7:00p.m.
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The New Report Card and EBF and PERA
As of now, it is being communicated by ISBE that a school or
district’s summative tier designation under the report card
will not affect its funding under the new evidence-based funding (EBF) formula. However, this does raise questions about
how additional funds will be able to make their way to
schools who have been awarded a lower summative tier designation, given expectations for significant improvement, and
receive limited additional funds to make the significant
changes needed for success.
ISBE would like the districts to take the additional funds from
the EBF model and allocate said funds to resources or programming that could yield a high gain for impact based on evidence-based data decisions. Historically,
these high gains for impact, based on Hattie’s research, are found in professional development, instructional coaches, full-day Kindergarten, and accelerated opportunities. Research strongly suggests that
no amount of resources can meaningfully “move the needle” unless there are trained and qualified professionals in the classrooms to effectively use such provided resources.
If a school is given a low-tier summative designation on the report card, the school must submit an improvement plan detail how the additional funds, if applicable, from the EBF are being used to address
its deficiencies in programming materials and instructional resources and professional development. In short, fiscal management and instructional competency are now seen and acknowledged by
ISBE and the state legislature to be deeply connected to student growth.
A school improvement plan will be heavily focused on rating performing indicators related to training
and collaboration, resources, and vision with quantitative state assessment data serving as “support”
for the quality of implementation. While
there is an emphasis on using data from
state testing, there are several other
variables factored into determining a
school or district’s success. It is about
“the whole child, whole community, and
whole state.”
What the state will be looking at for
each school in such an improvement
plan are professional development opportunities provided to staff and administration, establishing professional
learning communities, the number of
Institute Days and how they are spent,
the status of a school’s multi-tiered system of supports, aligned and rigorous
curricular-based measurements used
locally, the status of a social-emotional
learning curriculum and supports, student responses to the 5Essentials Survey, the overall district vision and action
plan, student voice and community outreach and communications, equity within a building and throughout the district,
and teacher and administrator evaluations and processes.
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The Calculations
In the academic indicators, schools are measured by student performance on state tests within subgroups. For a sub-group to be measured, there has to be 20 students within the school under that particular sub-group. Before, that number used to be 40. There were four (4) primary sub-groups: students from
each major racial and ethnic sub-group, economically disadvantaged students, students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), and English Learners (EL). There are now two (2) additional sub-groups: students formerly with an IEP and students formerly receiving EL services. Elmwood Park CUSD #401’s measurable sub-groups throughout its schools are White and Hispanic, economically disadvantaged students,
students with an IEP, students formerly with an IEP, EL students, and students formerly receiving EL services.
75% of the report card consists of Academic Indicators and 25% on Student Success/School Quality Indicators.
Under the Academic Indicators, are English Language Arts and Math Proficiencies on all levels of state testing (PARCC and PSAT), Science Proficiency on the Illinois Science Assessment, EL Proficiency based on the
ACCESS test, and English Language Arts and Math growth for elementary students and graduation rate for
high school students.
Under the Student Success/School Quality Indicators, there are Climate Survey results (the 5Essentials
Survey from students), Chronic Absenteeism (any absences, excused or not, counts against a school), Fine
Arts (not measurable yet), P2 and Elementary/Middle School (not measurable yet), Ninth Grade on Track
(students with 90% attendance rate and not failing a core content course), and College and Career Readiness (will be explained later on).
For the most recent summative tier designations given to schools, the following data was included: 201718 PARCC and PSAT data for Grades 3-12, student growth data on the PARCC and PSAT from the 2016-17
to 2017-18 school years, student attendance, graduation rate, EL proficiency for Grades 3-12, and Ninth
Grade on Track.
Until additional data becomes available, there will be a hold harmless on P2 and Elementary/Middle School
Indicators, College and Career Readiness, and student participation in the 5Essentials Survey. There is no
information about how ISBE will calculate a Fine Arts Indicator.
This graphic will help visualize the number of indicators and their weights on the school report card.
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Academics
The PARCC for Grades 3-8, the PSAT for Grade 11, and DLM-AA for Grades 3-8 and 11 will be used to calculate students’ English Language Arts and Math Proficiencies. Each content is weighted 10% for 2018-19, but will be 7.5% in
2019-20.
English Learner Proficiency is measured by a student’s growth towards a proficiency target, and it is determined a student is “making progress” based on their score at or above the calculated interim target. According to the state’s ESSA
plan, it will take five (5) years to reach the targeted level of proficiency. The ACCESS test is weighted 5% for this school
year and the next. You can see how the state calculates an EL student’s growth with the accompanying charts.

The Illinois Science Assessment for Grades 5, 8, and Biology will be zero
this school year and 5% the next. This is due to inconsistencies of the
quality of the assessment and its implementation, which is affecting the
data.
For all state assessments, State Superintendent Dr. Tony Smith has recommended that any new assessment system be
able to return results more quickly, be available in multiple languages, measure growth, be comparable with one another from grade level to grade level, and be available online (with a transition period for students to be used to a computer-adaptive format).
When looking at student growth, ISBE will be conducting an annual comparison of all schools’ growth to proficiency
using Student Growth Percentiles (SGP). An SGP is “the percentage of students across Illinois that an individual student
score equal to or better for the current testing year when compared to students that received the same score last
year.” For example, if Student A in Cairo, IL was 60% proficient in Math, that student would be compared to Student B
in Elmwood Park who scored that same or similarly. Then the data is further recalibrated when looking at students
within that overall performance based on their sub-group data as well. In short, the growth metric is as close to
“apples to apples” as it can get, even if one is comparing Honey Crisp (the best) to Granny Smith (meh).
The high school graduation rate is making up half of the Academic Indicator for high school with ISBE looking at the
number of students who graduate with their cohort or one (1) to two (2) years after.

Summative Tier Designations
The summative tier designation is the overall rating given to a school. The calculation has each sub-groups performance in each indicator, which then leads to a summative rating of each sub-group, and, ultimately, the summative
tier designation for the school consisting of the sub-groups summative designation. Below is a table that has each
tier designation and their descriptors.
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Student Success/School Quality
A student who is chronically absent is a student who has missed 10% of the school year due to excused or unexcused absences. It makes up 20% of the designation for elementary schools this year, but will be 20% this year and 10% the next.
For high school it is 7.5% onward.
The 5Essentials Survey is focused on the student participation rate and makes up 5% of the summative tier designation.
“ISBE recognized the importance of the arts,” and is looking at possible ways to collect data to create a Fine Arts indicator
for the 2021 School Report Card.
ISBE has also developed P2 and 3-8 Indicators that are reflective of grade level readiness and is a combination of other indicators already factoring into the report card. For the elementary P2 Indicator, it accounts for 5% and is made up of Chronic
Absenteeism (1.5%), Dual Language Programs (1.5%), and Third Grade Literacy (2%). For the Elementary/Middle School
Indicator, it accounts for 5% and is made up of Fifth Grade Math (2%) and Middle School Success (3%). There is no further
information available about Middle School Success.
The most complex indicator is that of College and Career Readiness for high school, which is 6.25%. There are two (2) pathways for a student to succeed within this indicator and that is
the path of a Distinguished Scholar or College and Career Ready.
The Distinguished Scholar can easily be described as those who
are participatory in consistently and successfully enrolling and
completing Advanced Placement courses. The specifics of a Distinguished Scholar are seen in the accompanying graphic. This
would account for around 20% of our high school population.
College and Career Ready has two (2) options for a student to
succeed within this path. The first is based heavily off of the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act, where it is firmly
transitioning schools across the country toward competency-based education. Within competency-based education, the
school is able to provide pathways of interest to students which will result in dual credit opportunities and certification. The accompanying graphics show the various paths forward for a student to succeed within this indicator and the
work that has been done by many schools in providing the appropriate programming.
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Elmwood Park CUSD #401’s Report Card
Elmwood Park CUSD #401 has four (4) eligible schools to receive a designation and John Mills Elementary, Elmwood
Elementary, Elm Middle School, and Elmwood Park High School all received a Commendable School rating. Of over
4,300 eligible schools in Illinois, 68% received a Commendable School rating with 17% an Underperforming School,
10% an Exemplary School, and 5% a Lowest Performing School.
When taking into account all the indicators, performance trends, and district profile information, there are two (2)
school districts that are the most comparable to Elmwood Park: Woodstock CUSD #200 and Belvidere CUSD
#100. Throughout the rest of this Spotlight,
there will be comparisons between report
cards made with those two (2) districts and
the rest of Illinois. If you are interested in seeing how Elmwood Park is in comparison to
neighboring districts, please click here. In
comparison to other unit districts in the Chicagoland area, please click here.
As you can see from this table, the district is
similar to its comparative districts and the
state.
The table below shows our academic performance in relation to the PARCC and SAT. The accompanying table is also
meant to provide a historical narrative to our academic performance, regardless of assessment type. As many know,
we have taken a significant step forward in ensuring all students in Elmwood Park are being exposed to a rigorous
learning experience by having an articulated curriculum within English Language Arts, Math, and Science. This will
be the first year where students in the same grade level, in the same building, and across buildings are receiving the
same materials and lessons. And as students move forward, the expectations, materials, and resources are more
(inter)connected from one year to the next.

It is the hope of the District that by providing a consistent and equitable learning experience will provide a more solid
foundation for the students and allow for more constructive conversations about resources, interventions and supports, and training. The staff in the district have been working incredibly hard learning a lot about our new curriculum programs and how best to teach them. To also assist the staff in this endeavor was the inclusion of instructional
coaching where the staff can have a consistent resource available who will work to assist them as they moved forward. This district has also “flooded” Kindergarten through Grade 2 with additional Reading supports so there is a
firmer skill set built in for the students to better succeed in Grade 3.
For a refresher on the number of initiatives and projects underway to improve upon the learning environment,
please look back at previous Spotlights.
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Elmwood Park CUSD #401’s Report Card (cont’d)
This table has high school student
participation and successful completion of Advanced Placement
and dual credit courses. Elmwood Park High School is
in the process of looking into how
best to expand upon dual credit
opportunities and the number of
Advanced Placement courses being offered to students. Elm Middle School and Elmwood Park
High School are in the process of
identifying student interest levels
in a number of career clusters in
order to provide an articulated interest-level pathway that has the potential to lead to certification, limit college remediation, and dual credit.
This table has an overview of the district’s spending and financial status.

This table has an overview of the district’s student demographic data.

The table to the right has an overview of the
district’s teacher and administrator information.
I am sure as the reader peruses this Spotlight
and some of the linked information, a lot of
thoughts and conclusions are running through
their minds. It would be naive of me to say we
do not have eyebrow raising data points here
and there, but we are also competing in a positive way with all of the variables we are contending with. We are a Commendable district that is
continuing to move forward at providing new
and meaningful opportunities for our students.
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National Board
Certified Teachers
ECC
Penny Dahmer
Elmwood
Cami Breitzman
John Mills
Sarah Rippe
Elm
Nora O’Mahoney
Elm/EPHS
Mike Popplewell
EPHS
Karen Bear

Kristen Carroll

Charles Curtin
Bridget Flood
Christina Heinen
Josh Heinen

Level 1:
Mary Therese Anichini
Elizabeth Bantel
Lisa Berkery
Marcia Bernas
Cami Breitzman
Hilary Coia
Kyleen Coia
Penny Dahmer
Marianne DiFrisco
Lauren Feiereisel
Amy Ferguson
Morgan Freeck
Christian Hartwig

Level 2:
Molly Hong
Jamie Kanas
Carla Malizzio
Ashley Mech
Nora O’Mahoney
Emily Obrecht
Meghan Quirk
Kyle Rhoades
Kara Riley
Rosemarie Romano
Clare Thomas
Paul Uhler
Vanessa Woof

Lisa Berkery
Cami Breitzman
Penny Dahmer
Morgan Freeck
Jamie Kanas
Nora O’Mahoney
Rosemarie Romano

District Office
Elmwood Park
CUSD 401
8201 W. Fullerton Ave.
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

Please check out our
podcast at:
anchor.fm/epcusd401

Phone:
708-452-7292
Fax:
708-452-9504
E-mail:
d401info@epcusd401.org
Website:
www.epcusd401.org
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