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District 401
Mission and Vision Statement
Elmwood Park CUSD 401, a unit district in a suburban community with a small town
feel, strives to cultivate the following:
➔
➔
➔
➔

Individualized social-emotional learning processes
Rigorous academics fostering inquisitive minds prepared for critical thinking
Active, engaged partnerships with the community and parents
Innovative uses of 21st century technologies for teaching and learning

The Vision of Elmwood Park CUSD 401 is to inspire minds in the pursuit of excellence.

District 401
College and Career Pathways Mission and Vision Statement
Elmwood Park CUSD 401 will
➔ Adapt and incorporate courses and curriculum that propel students into an ever
changing, competitive professional marketplace
➔ Provide continued professional development for staff to ensure the delivery of the
highest quality instruction to all students
➔

Ensure that each student will be prepared for their next steps
after high school by supporting their understanding of
themselves and tailoring an educational experience to their
individual needs

Elm Middle School
Mission and Vision Statement
MISSION
➔ The faculty, staff, students and community of Elm Middle School are devoted to
academic excellence. In addition, we feel it is important for students to develop a
sense of self-esteem and confidence in order to ensure success in high school and to
enable them to make the correct decisions that will guide them later in life. We
believe in individual differences, responsible behavior and an obligation of
students to serve their community.

Elmwood Park High School
Mission and Vision Statement
MISSION
We believe our purpose is to
➔ Create a comprehensive high school for all students and staff where high levels of
teaching and learning take place in every classroom
➔ Develop students to become critical thinkers, life-long learners, and productive
members of society, and
➔ Work collectively to develop the highest quality teaching staff for all students
based on best practices.
VISION
➔ We will become a school where all have the resources and opportunities to become
the best teachers and learners they can be
➔ Students graduate prepared for their post-secondary pursuits, and
➔ Staff are student-centered instructors focused on delivering the best teaching
practices.

An Introduction to College and Career Pathways

16 Career National Pathways (Clusters)

Student Interest in Career Pathways
Career Pathway Courses
created at EMS and EPHS are
based upon feedback from
the STUDENTS
•
•

EMS and EPHS students are
surveyed annually on their Career
Interests.
The feedback gathered from these
surveys helps us develop our
Programs of Study for the
following year.

Core Curriculum
Elm Middle School
English
●
●
●
●

Language Arts 6
Language Arts 7
Language Arts 8
English 9 Honors *

Science
●
●
●
●

Science 6
Science 7
Science 8
Honors Biology *

Math
●
●
●
●

Mathematics 6
Mathematics 7
Mathematics 8
Core Plus Math I (CPMI) *

Social Studies
●
●
●

Ancient Civilizations
United States History
Civics **

Core Curriculum

Elmwood Park High School
English

●
●
●
●
●
●

English 9 (Honors)
English 10 (Honors)
English 11
AP English Language and Composition
English 12
AP English Literature and Composition

Social Studies

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

World HIstory
AP Human Geography
AP World History
United States History
AP United States History
Government
AP U.S. Government and Politics

Math

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Algebra I
Core Plus Math I, II, III, IV
Geometry
Algebra II
PreCalculus
Financial Math
Transitional Math
AP Statistics
AP Calculus AB & BC

Science

●
●
●
●
●
●

Biology (Honors)
Chemistry (Honors)
Physics
AP Physics I & II
AP Chemistry
AP Biology

Introductions and Deﬁnitions
Career Pathways
District 401 uses the following nationally recognized terms to help guide students through the
selection of coursework and to support their decision making in preparation for their
post-secondary goals.
Program of Study: Sequence of courses and experiences which include core academic and career and
technical education content. Programs of study include opportunities to earn college credit and
industry-recognized credentials or certiﬁcates and gain external career experiences while in high school.
Programs of study also may lead to a student earning a college degree.
Career Cluster: Group of occupations and industries that have a set of foundational knowledge and skills in
common. There are 16 nationally recognized career clusters, which each contain multiple career pathways.
Career Academy: Collection of educational programs that organize the 16 Career Clusters into speciﬁc
academic programs. Career academies are offered both on and off campus.
Career Pathway: Multi-year program of academic and technical study that prepares students for a full range
of post-secondary options within each career cluster. Career pathways provide a context for exploring career
options at all levels of education. Career pathways link student learning to the knowledge and skills needed
for future education and employment.

On Campus Career Academies and Clusters
Business and Technology
● Business Management and
Administration
● Finance
● Marketing
● Information Technology
Arts and Communications
● Visuals Arts
● Performing Arts
● Communication
Science and Health Services
● Health Sciences
● Government and Public
Administration
● Human Services

Elmwood Park CUSD 401
On Campus Academies

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY
Under the Business and Technology Career Academy,
students will learn how to successfully plan, organize,
and manage business functions, ﬁnances, and/or
marketing activities for an organization. Students have
the opportunity to learn computer programming, web
page/digital/multimedia design, and computer systems
networking.

BTA Career Academy

Business, Management, and
Administration Cluster
The Business, Management, and Administrative workers give the support needed to make a
business run. This could include running your own small company, checking business
records, or training new employees. You might work as a top executive and provide the
overall direction for a company or department, an accountant who manages ﬁnancial
records, or a human resource specialist who oversees hiring, ﬁring, and staffing.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Accounting
● Entrepreneurship
● Administrative Assistant

BTA Career Academy

Finance Cluster
Finance workers keep track of money. You might work in ﬁnancial planning, banking, or
insurance. For example, you might provide ﬁnancial services to a business or individual. Or,
you could maintain ﬁnancial records or give advice to business executives on how to
operate their business.

EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Finance

BTA Career Academy

Marketing Cluster
Marketing, Sales, and Service workers help businesses sell products. You might advertise
and promote products so customers want to buy them. Or, you might sell products and
services to customers. For example, you might develop a marketing plan for a small
start-up company; sell furniture; or measure and ﬁt lenses and frames for eyeglass
customers.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Marketing

BTA Career Academy

Information Technology Cluster
Information Technology workers are in a growing and always changing ﬁeld. You might work
with computer hardware, software, multimedia, or network systems. You might design new
computer equipment or work on a new computer game. Some information technology
workers support and manage computer software and hardware. For example, you might
make sure the networks are working, design a webpage, or create code for a new computer
program.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Computer Programming
● Digital Animation/Web Design

Elmwood Park CUSD 401
On Campus Academies

ARTS & COMMUNICATION ACADEMY
Under the Arts and Communication Academy,
students will learn skills related to designing,
producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and
publishing multimedia content including visual and
performing arts and design, journalism, and
entertainment services.

ACA Career Academy

Visual Arts Cluster
Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications workers use creativity and their
talents on the job. You might work for an audience as a performer or artist. Visual art
workers includes occupations involved in artistic creation through painting, sculpting,
illustrating, and the use of an assortment of materials, including oils, watercolors, acrylics,
pastels, pencils, pen and ink, photography, plaster, clay, textiles, plants, and computers.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● 2D/3D Art
● Photography

ACA Career Academy

Performing Arts Cluster
The performing arts pathway includes occupations involved in the creation, development
and production of theatrical and musical performances. Includes workers at concerts,
athletic/extracurricular events, practice halls, and performance venues. You might work
for an audience as a performer or artist. This includes painters, dancers, sculptors, actors,
and singers. Or, you might work behind the scenes to make a performance successful. This
includes set designers, editors, broadcast technicians, and camera operators.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Acting/Drama
● Band/Choir

ACA Career Academy

Communications Cluster
Careers in this pathway are related to humanities and performing, visual, literary, and media
arts. These include architecture, graphics, interior and fashion design, writing, ﬁlm, ﬁne
arts, journalism, languages, media, advertising, and public relations. For example, you
might work as a news reporter or fashion designer. Or, you might use your creative talents
with technology and work as an animator, graphic designer, or ﬁlm editor.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Writer/Author

Elmwood Park CUSD 401
On Campus Academies

SCIENCE & HEALTH SERVICES ACADEMY
Under the Science and Human Services Academy, students
will learning how to plan, manage, and provide health,
government, and/or personal care-related services to
individuals and the community.

SHSA Career Academy

Health Science Cluster
Health Science workers promote health and wellness. They diagnose and treat injuries and
disease. As a physician, dentist, or nurse, you could work directly with patients. You could
also work in a laboratory to get information used in research or provide administrative
support by keeping medical records. Health science jobs are found at a variety of different
sites. For example, you could work in a hospital, office, clinic, or nursing home. Or you could
work on a cruise ship, at a sports arena, or within a patient's home.
EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Athletic Trainer

SHSA Career Academy

Government and Public
Administration Cluster
Government and Public Administration workers help pass and enforce the law. You could
work in national, state, or local government. You will ﬁnd almost every type of occupation
within the government, including some jobs that are only found within government. For
example, you might inspect new or remodeled buildings for safety, help people ﬁle the
paperwork for a marriage license, or create proposals for urban development.

EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Criminal Justice

SHSA Career Academy

Human Services Cluster
Human Services workers help individual and families meet their personal needs. You might
work in a government office, hospital, nonproﬁt agency, nursing home, spa, hotel, or
school. Or, you might work in your own home. For example, you might help students with
career and education choices at a high school, cut and color hair in a salon, or manage
funeral services at a funeral home.

EPCUSD 401 Career Pathway
● Counseling and Mental Health

Off Campus Career Academies

TRITON COLLEGE
●
●

Automotive Engine Repair
Criminal Justice

TECHNICAL COLLEGE OF DUPAGE (TCD)
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Auto Body Repair
Automotive Technology
Comp. Information Systems & Game Design
Construction Trades
Cosmetology
Early Childhood Education
Electronics Technology
Fire Science/EMT
Healthcare Foundations

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Heating, Ventilation, AC and Refrigeration
Medical Terminology and Healthcare
Careers
Multimedia & Television Production
Nursing Assistant
Precision Engineering & Design Technology
Professional Cooking, Baking, and Service
Residential Wiring
Welding Technology

How do we get there?
●All 6th-12th grade students complete annual Career
Interest Surveys
■ 6th & 7th Grade
● Career Pathway General Exposure
■ 8th Grade
● Career Focused Exploration
● Meet with HS Counselors during Course
Selection
■ 9th - 12th Grade
● Students continue Career Pathway
coursework and revisit plans with
counselor annually

What does this look like for
my child?

Middle School Sample Schedule

High School Sample Schedule

What speciﬁc opportunities
will my child be able to
experience?

Elm Course Listing Guide

EPHS Course Listing Guide

6-12 Course Listing Guide

How are you preparing our
students for this change?
Elm Changes for 2019-2020
●
●
●
●
●
●

College and Career Pathways Counselor
added at Elm
Student Career interest survey
Additional activities and experiences around
careers and colleges throughout the year
October is College and Career Month
High School Counselors coming to enroll 8th
graders
Articulation between elementary schools
and Elm.

EPHS Changes for 2019-2020
●

●

●

New Courses at EPHS
○ Photography, Journalism, Sports
Medicine, Acting, Competitive Team
Sports, and Group Fitness
Programs offered at Triton (Dual Credit)
○ Automotive Repair Services and
Criminal Justice
Programs offered at TCD (Dual Credit)
○ Fire Science/EMT, Comp. Information
Systems & Game Design, Construction
Trades, Early Childhood Education,
Electronics Technology, Nursing
Assistant

Elm Middle School
Contact Information
Building Administration
Ms. Rebecca Siegel
Principal
708-452-3550
siegelr@epcusd401.org

Counselors
Mr. Jason Weiss
Counselor
708-452-3550
weissj@epcusd401.org

Ms. Ashley Groeneveld
Assistant Principal
708-452-3550
groenevelda@epcusd401.org

Elmwood Park High School
Contact Information
Building Administration
Mr. Douglas Wildes
Principal
708-452-7272
wildesd@epcusd401.org

Ms. Kyleen Coia
Assistant Principal
708-452-7272
coiak@epcusd401.org

Counselors
Ms. Paige Kozyra
Counselor (A - G)
708-583-6203
kozyrap@epcusd401.org
Mr. Joseph Kraft
Counselor (Perf - Z)
708-583-6207
kraftj@epcusd401.org

Ms. Allison Till
Counselor (H - Pere)
708-583-6207
tilla@epcusd401.org

Questions?

