
3/31/2020

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/PrintMessage 1/3

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

A Strange Sunday

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Sunday is without a doubt the busiest day of the week for priests. A typical
Sunday at Saint James keeps a priest going all day, from the 730AM to the 7PM
Mass, sometimes with Baptisms and the Holy Hour in between. But that doesn't
mean that Sunday is the most difficult day of the week. After all, we love to
offer Mass, proclaim the Gospel, Baptize, bless, and so on. That's why we
became priests. So, Sunday is busy...but not difficult. 

What is difficult -- and strange -- is Sunday without a flock. How odd to say
Sunday Mass without a congregation...to go through an entire Sunday without
seeing the parishioners we've grown accustomed to greet every week. I posted a
little reflection on this at the Catholic Thing. Yes, it was wonderful to see how
many "attended" Mass today via our Facebook live-streaming. More than that,
it is a consolation to know that we can still, albeit virtually, make contact. But
the real thing is still better.

Updates...

Confessions.
In the interest of expanding confession times to allow for social distancing,
there will be a priest hearing confession every day this week from 11AM to
12PM and again from 7PM to 8PM. Only the front door of the church will
be open. We will have a map out front to explain the priest's location. We
will continue also with our regular confession times.

Blood Drive.
The Falls Church Scout Building Association and the American Red Cross
will be hosting a blood drive at St. James on Tuesday, March 24 from
9:00am to 7:00pm in Knecht Gymnasium (Door 8; please park in Lot B).
Due to social distancing best practices, all donations must be done through
a scheduled appointment, walk-ins cannot be accommodated. To schedule
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an appointment, click here or call the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767. Thank
you for your support of this vital, lifesaving, endeavor!
 
(Yes, I mistakenly announced this last week as sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus. That mix up was the result of having so many volunteer emails
arriving in my inbox. Not a bad problem to have.)
 
Outreach. 
Thank you to those who have helped to reach out to our elderly parishioners
- to see how they are doing and if they need anything. Please know that we
will continue to reach out.
 
Rectory Ramblings.
Maybe we have too much time on our hands... Father Oetjen and I have
decided to live-stream a...well, I'm not sure what to call it...a theological
talk show. Our hope is to answer and discuss your questions about different
aspects of our Catholic Faith. We've named it Rectory
Ramblings because...it will be live-streamed from the rectory...we'll
probably ramble a fair amount in our conversation...Saint John Henry
Cardinal Newman briefly edited a publication named The Rambler (so, you
know, there's precedent)...and the name is alliterative. Please submit your
questions by simply responding to this email. We will sort through them
and see how many we can answer. Our first episode will be Tuesday at
8PM, live-stream on our Facebook page.
 
How are you doing?
If you have any funny and/or inspiring anecdotes and/or pictures to share,
please feel free. Again, simply respond to this email.

 
Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint James, may the Lord bless and
keep you.
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Scalia

St. James Parish, 905 Park Avenue, Falls Church, VA 22046
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