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To Console and to Watch

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Today, Wednesday of Holy Week, is sometimes known as "Spy Wednesday." It is
the day on which Judas Iscariot made those final arrangements to betray our Lord:

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
went to the chief priests and said,
"What are you willing to give me
if I hand him over to you?"
They paid him thirty pieces of silver,
and from that time on he looked for [i.e. spied] an opportunity to hand him
over (Mt 26:14-25).

It was an intimate friend, not a stranger, who initiated the arrest and execution of
our Lord. This truth should prompt two resolutions from us. 

First, to console Christ's Sacred Heart. Our Lord fulfills the words of the psalmist: 

For it is not an enemy that reviled me
-- that I could bear --
Not a foe who viewed me with contempt,
from that I could hide.
But it was you, my other self,
my comrade and friend,
You, whose company I enjoyed,
at whose side I walked



4/11/2020 Spy Wednesday

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/PrintMessage 2/3

in the house of God (Ps 55:13-15).
 
If you've ever been betrayed by a loved one, then you know a little of our Lord's
pain. But only a little. Because our Lord's Sacred Heart has a greater capacity to
love and give, it also has a greater capacity to suffer. Yes, Jesus knew in advance
that Judas would, of his own free will, betray Him. But knowledge doesn't lessen
the pain. In a sense, that knowledge increases the sorrow of our Lord. Knowing
and anticipating the pain to come, our Lord always and at all times extended
His friendship to Judas. Let us console His Heart by simple words and actions of
devotion and love in place of Judas's treachery. 
 
Second, to watch. Judas is a cautionary tale not to the unfaithful but to the faithful.
He was one of us, chosen and sent out by our Lord. Like the other Apostles, Judas
spent three years with Jesus. He saw the miracles and heard the sermons. Like the
other Apostles, Judas preached, healed, and even drove out demons. And yet, even
after all that, he was still capable of betrayal. So also, we must watch. We should
never presume ourselves to be so faithful that we can't betray our Lord. Therefore,
whoever thinks he is standing secure should take care not to fall (1 Cor 10:12).

Updates...
  

Confession Times. We will have increased hours for Confession during Holy
Week: 

Monday through Wednesday: 10am - 12pm; 630pm - 900pm. 
Good Friday: 9am - 11am; 6pm - 9pm 
Holy Saturday: 930am - 12pm 
 

The Sacred Triduum. Please join us via live stream for the liturgies of the
Sacred Triduum.

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord's Supper: 730pm
Good Friday, Liturgy of the Lord's Passion: 300pm
Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil: 830pm

Easter Sunday. We will live-stream all Easter Sunday Masses at the regular
Sunday Mass times. The principal Mass will be at 1030am.

Easter Eucharistic Adoration. We will have exposition and adoration of the
Eucharist from 7am to 8pm on Easter Sunday. Come and visit our risen Lord
in the Blessed Sacrament! Please sign up for a visit.

Rectory Ramblings. Join us tonight at 8pm for Episode 6 of Rectory
Ramblings, in which we will discuss the meaning of the Triduum...and where
that funny word comes from.
 
Parochiae et Oppido. Last week the Pope imparted his blessing urbi et orbi - to
the city (Rome) and to the world. His namesake Saint Francis would also pray
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a blessing over the cJoin us tomorrow night at 8PM for ramblings on the
meaning of the Triduum and what that funny word means.ity of Assisi. So,
why not here? At 8pm on Easter Sunday, to conclude the day of adoration, I
will offer a benediction with the Blessed Sacrament from the top of the church
steps - to the parish (parochiae) and to the city (oppido) of Falls Church. 
 
Easter Pictures. On Easter Sunday I encourage you to "attend" one of our
live-streamed Masses (the usual Sunday schedule). But not only that. Put on
your Easter best. Sit, stand, and kneel as you would normally throughout the
Mass. And then post a picture of you and your family and/or friends (no more
than 10, of course) on our Facebook page. Or send us a picture with
permission to post. It would be great to have a virtual parish gathering in our
Easter finery. 
 
Divine Mercy Novena. In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska in the 1930s, our Lord called for a special feast day to be celebrated
on the Sunday after Easter.  Today, we know that feast as Divine Mercy
Sunday. In one revelation to Saint Faustina He said, My daughter, tell the whole
world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a
shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount
of My mercy. Let us prepare for this great Feast by praying the Novena of
Divine Mercy, which begins on Good Friday. Here are some sites with more
information on the Feast, the Novena, and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

 
Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint James, may the Lord bless and
keep you.
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Scalia

St. James Parish, 905 Park Avenue, Falls Church, VA 22046
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