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To Go Fishing...or Not

Dear Friends in Christ, 

"I am going fishing" (Jn 21:3). These words of Saint Peter are incredibly inviting,
especially at this time of year. On the other hand, they also indicate a danger of the
Easter season.

In this scene at the Sea of Tiberias (Jn 21:1-14), the Apostles had returned to
Galilee after our Lord's resurrection, apparently to their prior way of life. They had
been fishermen, and so they returned -- as Peter's words indicate -- to that same
life from which our Lord had called them three years before. It's extraordinary,
really, to think that after all that they had seen and heard -- most especially their
encounter with the risen Lord -- they could return to life as before. But there they
were.

So, our Lord calls them once again from their boats. Just as He had done that first
day He climbed into Peter's boat, so now He causes a miraculous catch of fish (cf.
Lk 5:6; Jn 21:6). Jesus appears and works this miracle in effect to remind Peter that
nothing will ever again be the same again.  Having accompanied Jesus for three
years and encountered the risen Christ, he cannot go back to life as before. 

In fact, the Apostles' attempted return to their former way of life should not
surprise us. It is precisely what many of us fall into after Lent. With the focus and
purpose of those forty days gone, we easily lapse back into the habits and vices we
had before. It's a not an uncommon Easter sadness to return to precisely the
things we were trying to correct and amend. That lapse is a lie, of course, trying to
convince us that our sacrifices and efforts were for nothing. In fact, that time of
Lent spent trying to conform ourselves to the crucified Christ does count for
something: it has given us a greater share in the risen Christ.
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This bears a lesson for during the pandemic as well. We would so much like things
to return to normal, back to the way they -- and we -- were before. And perhaps
soon things will return to the way they were; but we should not. This time of
sacrifice and deprivation, and also of rediscovery and back-to-
basics, should change us. We should have a greater appreciation not only for the
Mass and the reception of Holy Communion, but also for fundamental things like
family, friends, and real human interaction. Indeed, if we emerge from this
experience unchanged, then we will have failed to glean the spiritual fruit available
in this time. 
 
So, even as we desire life back to normal, let us ask for the grace to be changed for
the better by this experience -- so that we can encounter the Lord not only once
again but also more devoutly.
 
Updates...

Divine Mercy Sunday. This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. We will
have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament all day and the praying of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm, the "Hour of Mercy." Here's more
information on the Feast, the Novena, and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

Spiritual Communion. A friend of mine put together this service for a
spiritual communion. It can be prayed individually or as a group, most
especially a family. Please consider using it in your next visit to the Blessed
Sacrament and/or in the home.

Rectory Ramblings. Join us once again for a discussion of your questions --
Monday at 8pm. 

Schedule. We will continue the confession and adoration schedule we
instituted several weeks ago.  

Confessions: Monday to Friday, 11am to 12 Noon...7pm to 8pm.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 12 Noon to 630pm. Please
register to come and adore.

Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint James, may the Lord bless and
keep you.
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Scalia
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