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Christ Risen and the Church's Mission

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Here's the five-word Easter homily that, for obvious reasons, I've never given:
Christ is risen. So what?

Now, that would certainly grab people's attention. It might also cause some heart
attacks. But it's worth asking the question. What does it mean for me, here in Falls
Church in 2020, that Jesus Christ rose from the dead in Palestine circa 33 AD?
Well, it means very little. It would seem to be just an interesting historical fact, a
miracle even. Unless...

Unless what happened there and then can be made present here and now. Then it's
more than an historical fact. Then it is something active and real. Then I can become
a participant and sharer in what happened that Sunday morning 2,000 years ago. 

This highlights precisely what we proclaim about Easter. It is not an event
confined to a particular time and place. The risen Christ and His power continue in
the world today by way of His Body, the Church. Christ established the Church as
His continuing presence, to preach and sanctify in His Name. The Church exists to
proclaim the truth of the resurrection and to communicate its power to all places
and all ages. In her teaching she makes known the fact of the resurrection and all
its implications. In her sacraments she communicates to each of us the power of
the resurrection.

Thus during the Easter season, the first reading for Mass is always (on both
Sundays and weekdays) from the Acts of the Apostles. That book shows the
Church in her first years, proclaiming Christ risen from the dead and calling people
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to the sacraments. It is the Church that brings us the risen Christ in word and in
sacrament. 

This is why we desire freedom for the Church: so that she can proclaim and
unleash the power of the resurrection. Governor Northam has indicated that
on Friday, May 8th he will reconsider the current closing of businesses and
restrictions on crowds. Pray that he opens things up so that we can more freely
make known and present the power of the resurrection.

Updates...
  

May Crowning. To honor our Lady, we will have the traditional May
crowning at
10AM on May 13th, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. We will live-stream the
praying of the rosary and the crowning of the statue in the church. A good
way to prepare would be to pray this novena to our Lady,
starting today: 

 
O Most Holy Virgin Mary, you came to Fatima to reveal the graces that
come from praying the Holy Rosary to three little shepherd children.
Inspire us with a sincere love of this devotion so that, like the shepherd
children, it is not a burdensome task but a life-giving prayer. May our
prayers and meditations on the mysteries of our redemption bring us
closer to your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Like the children of Fatima, we want to bring God's word to others. Give
us the strength, O Lord, to overcome our doubts so that we may be
messengers of the Gospel. We know that Jesus lives in our hearts and we
receive Him in the Eucharist. 

Lord Jesus, the miracles, prophecies and prayers that Your Mother brought
to us at Fatima amazed the whole world. We are certain of her closeness to
You. We ask through the intercession of Our Lady of Fatima that you
graciously hear and answer our prayers. 

Especially... (Mention your intentions here...) 

Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for us! 

Our Lady of the Rosary, Pray for us! 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for us!
 

Adult Confirmation. Are you an adult Catholic who has not yet received the
Sacrament of Confirmation? Father Oetjen is beginning instruction with a
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view to the administration of Confirmation in the coming months. If
interested, please email him: fatheroetjen@stjamescatholic.org   

Rectory Ramblings. Why are homilies so boring? What should a homily be?
These and more questions cheerfully answered, tonight at 8PM.
 

Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint Joseph, may the Lord bless and
keep you.

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Scalia 

St. James Parish, 905 Park Avenue, Falls Church, VA 22046
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