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May, Mary, and Joy

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The month of May is, of course, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It's not really clear
why or how we settled on May. Perhaps the new life all around us in creation
reminds us of the new life that comes to us through her. Whatever the case, it's
good to set aside this time for renewed devotion to her.

Since May is still in the Easter season, we cannot help but consider our Lady's
response to Jesus' resurrection. It is an ancient tradition in the Church that when
He rose from the dead our Lord first visited His Mother. Scripture does not record
that visit because it was meant for her personally. And what was her reaction?
 
Well, just as her immaculate heart made her most capable of suffering at His
crucifixion, so that same heart made her most capable of rejoicing at His
resurrection. We suffer and we rejoice to the degree that we love. Since she loves
perfectly, so she rejoices with inexpressible joy. 
 
It is fruitful for our spiritual lives to imagine that moment when she sees her risen
Son. In an instance, her sorrows vanish and her hopes are fulfilled. What a
powerful reunion it must have been for her to hold Him again, and for Him to
bring her such joy. 
 
We should then make the most of May to grow in our devotion to Mary. It should
consist of simple practices:   

Pray the Rosary daily
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Make a "pilgrimage" to an image of our Lady - at the church or in your
home.
Pray the Regina Caeli at Noon
Pray the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary

 
Updates...
 

Reopening. More and more people are talking about reopening things,
including public worship. That is wonderful and welcome! At the same time,
we have to be realistic. We should not expect to be back in a full church
immediately. We will have to continue social distancing for a while. To enable
many people to come to Mass in that context, we will increase the number of
Masses. Finally, since some people will not be able to come due to health
concerns, we will continue live-streaming our Masses. 

 
Food Distribution. Here's a nice news story on last Friday's Food
Distribution!

Pop-n-Go Drive Thru for the Wee Ones! Our social outreach volunteers are
at it again... They will be collecting baby items for families in need throughout
our area: diapers of all sizes, non-perishable baby foods and formula
(preferably Similac), new bottles, and new clothes up to 24 months. Put items
in a plastic or paper bag in your trunk and just drive thru.  They will do the
rest. Thank you for your generosity!  Saturday May 16th from 10-1 pm, B-Lot

Saint Lucy Project. Please make note now of the Catholic Charities Saint
Lucy Project food drive scheduled for May 22nd, from 10am to 2pm. 

Eucharistic Adoration. Just a reminder of our ongoing Eucharistic
Adoration -- weekday afternoons and all day adoration on Sundays (until we
have public Masses again). We have many "walk-ins" but to ensure that the
hours are all covered, please sign up here. 

May Crowning. To honor our Lady, we will have the traditional May
crowning at 10AM on May 13th, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. We will live-
stream the praying of the rosary and the crowning of the statue in the church. 
 

Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint Joseph, may the Lord bless and
keep you.

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Scalia 
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