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Heart to Heart

Dear Friends in Christ, 

One of the soldiers opened his side with a lance,
and at once there came forth blood and water. 

(Jn 19:34).

This verse from today's Mass captures the meaning of the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The opening of our Lord's heart by the soldier's lance
contains three invitations.

First, an invitation to intimacy. He spared nothing in giving Himself to us, even
to opening His Heart. The literal opening of His Heart expresses the deeper,
spiritual opening of God Himself to us. He invites us to do the same. We
cannot be satisfied with a superficial devotion to Him or with a surface faith.
We must go deeper in our conversation with Christ. Cor ad cor loquitur was Saint
John Henry Newman's episcopal motto: Heart speaks to heart. Open your heart
to Him Who has opened His to you.

Second, an invitation into His Heart. Christ is the One Who dwells "in the
heart of the Father" (Jn 1:18). Now, with the opening of His side, He invites us
to dwell in His Heart. It is by dwelling within Him that we find refuge and
security from all evil and temptation. His Heart is the shelter that we seek in
difficulty, anxiety, and stress. 

Third, an invitation to the Sacraments. The blood and water that flowed from
His side signify the principal (and, by extension, all) Sacraments of the Church:
the Eucharist and Baptism. The Sacraments are not mere rituals or ceremonies
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but the place that we encounter the risen Christ Himself. They come not from
outside of Him but from His very Heart. 
 
This feast is technically a Solemnity, the highest level of a feast. The word
"solemnity" might fall clumsily on our ears. It comes from "solemn," which
typically makes us think of "sad." Of course, a solemnity is a serious thing. But
it is also the occasion for celebrating and rejoicing. In the Church's vocabulary,
a solemnity should be observed by feasting and rejoicing. You are expected to
adhere to these expectations! 
 
Some good prayers for today's feast:

The Litany of the Sacred Heart 

The Anima Christi

The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart

Updates...

Sunday Mass. Here's the link for sign-up/registration form for this
Sunday's Masses. (No need to register again if you have already.)

Livestreaming. Even though we are back in the church for Masses, we
will still livestream all of our liturgies from the parish website. Just click
the livestream link (make sure you unmute it as well).

World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests. Some years ago
the Pope designated the feast of the Sacred Heart as the world day of
prayer for the sanctification of priests. Hey, we need it. So, please
remember all priests in your prayers today. In observance of this the
priests at Saint James will make a holy hour together in the church this
afternoon at 430pm.  

Juneteenth. Today is also Juneteenth, the anniversary of the
announcement to the slaves in Texas of their freedom. It has become an
unofficial anniversary of the end of slavery. Given the racial tension in
our country right now, please take a moment today, first to thank God
for how far He has brought us as a nation and, second to ask Him to
bring us further in fighting racism.  

Confirmations. Our 8th graders will receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation this coming week on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday. Please help them prepare by this simple prayer: Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful. 
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Confessions. Due to next week's Confirmation ceremonies, there will
be no Confessions on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday nights. 

Food Distribution. Our first Friday food distributions have continued
through the pandemic on a drive-thru basis. The number of families
requesting food has increased and our supplies are diminished. Please
consider donating one-two pound bags of rice or beans, boxes of cereal,
canned meat (chicken or tuna), pasta, pasta sauce, peanut butter, jelly,
hearty soups, canned ravioli or chili. (No glass, please.) Your donations
can be placed in the baskets in the vestibule of the church.  Our next
three food distribution dates will be July 10 (on account of 4th of July
weekend), August 7 and September 4.  We appreciate your support as we
work to help feed those in need.

Rectory Ramblings: I know it was promised on Monday, but tonight
for real we will Fr. Joseph Vu with us at 8pm, to learn about his journey
to the priesthood, beginning with his dramatic escape from Vietnam!

Through the intercession of our Lady and Saint James, may the Lord bless and
keep you.
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Scalia 
 

O Jesus, Eternal Priest; 
keep all Your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart, 
where none may harm them. 
Keep unstained their anointed hands 
which daily touch Your Sacred Body. 
Keep unsullied their lips 
purpled with Your Precious Blood. 
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts 
sealed with the sublime marks of Your glorious priesthood. 
Let Your holy love surround them 
and shield them from the world's contagion. 
Bless their labors with abundant fruit, 
and may the souls to whom they have ministered 
be their joy and consolation on earth
and in Heaven their beautiful and everlasting crown. 

O Mary, Queen of the clergy, pray for us; 
obtain for us many holy priests. Amen.
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