Music Appreciation 
Lesson five
The Romantic Period- 1820-1910

Introduction 

While music and art from the Classical period was based on reason, order and rules, music and other art from the Romantic period was based on emotion, adventure and imagination. The Romantic period was a time of political revolution and new ways of looking at the world. Instead of working for wealthy bosses, composers were for the first time able to work for themselves. They composed music to express what they were thinking and feeling- unlike during earlier days, when they were only allowed to compose exactly what their employer wanted. During the Romantic period, there was a new appreciation of the artist as an individual- someone who had feelings which were expressed through their creations.
Many individual styles of Romantic music existed and were often dependent on where the composers called their home. Opera was very popular, as were technically difficult pieces that allowed performers to excite their audiences by showing off their performing abilities. Composers wrote music that represented their countries- including the history, politics, and challenges of those countries. This music is called "Nationalistic," and sometimes included folk song melodies and historical references of the country. The continued growth of the orchestra was also a trademark of the Romantic period as new instruments and the addition of percussion instruments allowed composers to write music for entirely new sounds and for more instrument combinations. 

Romanticism was an artistic and intellectual movement that originated in late 18th century Western Europe. In part a revolt against aristocratic, social, and political norms of the Enlightenment period and a reaction against the rationalization of nature, in art and literature it stressed strong emotion as a source of aesthetic experience, placing new emphasis on such emotions as trepidation, horror, and the awe experienced in confronting the sublimity of nature. It elevated folk art, nature and custom, as well as arguing for an epistemology based on usage and custom. It was influenced by ideas of the Enlightenment and elevated medievalism and elements of art and narrative perceived to be from the medieval period. The name "romantic" itself comes from the term "romance" which is a prose or poetic heroic narrative originating in medieval literature.

The ideologies and events of the French Revolution are thought to have influenced the movement. Romanticism elevated the achievements of what it perceived as misunderstood heroic individuals and artists that altered society. It also legitimized the individual imagination as a critical authority which permitted freedom from classical notions of form in art. There was a strong recourse to historical and natural inevitability in the representation of its ideas.

Romantic music developed over the course of a hundred years. During this time, many new forms emerged: the art song, (lied) which combined Romantic poetry with voice and piano; stylized piano music such as the waltz, mazurka, polonaise, and etude (study piece); piano music in free form such as the fantasy, arabesque, rhapsody, romanza, ballade and nocturne; and symphonic works such as the tone poem (descriptive piece). Programmatic content was expressed in tone poems by Liszt and others, and in symphonic works such as Berlioz’s Symphony Fantastique, and in piano music such as Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition (later orchestrated by Ravel in 1923). Nationalism is prevalent in works like Chopin’s polonaises and mazurkas. Other examples are Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodies, Smetana’s The Bartered Bride and The Moldau, Borodin’s Prince Igor and Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherezade.

The music of the Romantic period mostly contained warm, personal melodies; expressive indications (espressivo, dolce, con amore, con fuoco,) implied interpretive freedom (rubato) and harmonic colour (new chords such as the ninth) Colour was intensified by improvements in instruments, particularly the piano. Performers carried the new music to great heights with the new improved versions of their instruments. During this period exaggerated emotional response was displayed.

Beethoven (1770-1827) bridged the Classical and Romantic periods in both his life and works reflecting the Classical influence in his early work and the Romantic in his later years. Significant Composers of this time were Schubert, Berlioz, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Schumann, Liszt, Wagner, Verdi, Mussorgsky, Tchaikovsky, Dvorak, Grieg, Rimsky-Korsakov and Puccini.

Some general characteristics of Romantic Music are:

MELODY: Long, lyrical melodies with irregular phrases; Wide, somewhat angular skips; extensive use of chromaticism; vivid contrasts; a variety of melodic ideas within one movement.

RHYTHM: Frequent changes in both tempo and time signatures.

TEXTURE: Almost entirely homophonic.

TIMBRE: A great variety of tone color; woodwind and brass sections of the orchestra increased; many special orchestral effects introduced; rich and colourful orchestration.
Assignment 1: Respond to the following questions – additional research is required – note the sources used.

A. Explain in your own words the differences between the Romantic Movement and the Classical Movement in music and art.  What were the most distinguishable changes? Why did it receive the “Romantic” title?    Support your differences with specific references to the readings or additional sources used.     20 points

 B.   What is Nationalistic music and how did it originate? Give an example of Nationalistic music from the Romantic period, the composer and nation or origin. 5pts 

C. What ideologies of the French Revolution influenced the Romantic movement in music?   5pts

D. What section of the orchestra was increased in size with instruments and why do you think that this section impacted orchestra music in the Romantic Period?

E. Listen to a recording of the 1812 overture part one on you tube  
    Why was this Symphonic work titled the 1812 Overture? 3 points

    Why did Tchaikovsky compose it? 2 points

   What aspects of Romantic period music and nationalism can you identify  as you listen to the overture part one?  5 points

Total points  for  Section E is 10 points

Let’s learn about a few of the composers of the Romantic period and listen to some of their works.  

Our first composer will be Frederic Chopin. Chopin is most widely known as the “Pianist’s Composer” as most of his compositions were for the piano. Click on  link  below to read a brief biography of Chopin and respond to questions.

 At this link Classical Net - Basic Repertoire List - Chopin and at this link, you will scroll down and listen to several of Chopin’s works.  On the left side of this page you will see audio samples- listen to these selections to respond to the questions below.

ASSIGNMENT 2 Respond to the following questions in sentence structure.

1. Which of the selections would be appropriate as soundtrack music for a movie?  Why would these selections you chose serve as a movie soundtrack and for what genre of movie?  List the work, movie genre and why

2. Which of the selections would you choose as his showcase or “show-off” style and why?  Name the selection and why

3. Choose one of the selections and describe a scenario that would be appropriate for the musical selection. 

