
                                                  
                                                         

                                               
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

June 16, 2017 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
We were contacted by the Gloucester County Department of Health and Human Services indicating that we 
have a student with a confirmed case of pertussis (whooping cough.)   
 

Pertussis (whooping cough) is a highly infectious and usually mild illness that is easily transmitted through 
coughing and sneezing and may last for several months. Symptoms of pertussis may appear 5 to 10 days 
following exposure but can take up to 21 days to develop. The first symptoms of pertussis are similar to those 
of a common cold: a runny nose, low-grade fever and a mild occasional cough for at least 2 weeks, which can 
become severe and spasmodic --with a distinctive “whooping” sound--and may trigger vomiting after a 
coughing episode. Even though the disease may be milder in older children, adolescents, and adults, those 
who are infected may unknowingly transmit the disease to other vulnerable persons, including unimmunized or 
incompletely immunized infants. 
 
Students or staff who exhibit any of the symptoms of pertussis should contact their physician to arrange for 
appropriate testing and treatment with antibiotics. Patients with pertussis must be isolated from day care, 
school, work, and public gatherings until at least 5 days after the start of appropriate antibiotic therapy. Since 
infants, children and adults are best protected from pertussis by immunizations, please review the 
immunization records of your child, as well as your own.  
 
Students and staff who have not received all recommended shots should contact your physician to arrange for 
the following immunizations: 

1) Infants and young children should receive a series of DTaP vaccines in their first 5 years of life. 
2) Adolescents and adults should receive a single Tdap vaccine at 11 years of age or older. 
3) Expectant mothers should receive Tdap during each pregnancy, preferably at 27 through 36 weeks.  

 
For health-related inquiries, contact: 

Gloucester County Department of Health and Human Services  
204 East Holly Avenue 
Sewell, NJ 08080 
(856) 218-4101 
(856) 218-4109 (Fax) 

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/about/index.html 
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