October 31, 2018

Hello Westside Families –

Our November Newsletter is attached along with some additional flyers for your
information. Please take a moment to look them over so you’re up-to-date with
all the happenings at Westside.
The newest edition of School Matters (the District Newsletter) is available for
your reading enjoyment here and on the KASD Website.

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCE Appointment Times – Please watch for
your Parent Teacher Conference appointment time(s). Your children should be
bringing home your appointment time on Monday, November 5th. (Conference
Dates-November 19 and 29 - 5:00-8:00 - Please note, we will dismiss all
students at 2:00 and will not provide the usual supervision-movie.)
COMMUNITY EVENTS
October and November Kimberly-Little Chute Library STEAM ROLLER activities
Mondays, October 29, November 5 and November 12 - After School Story
Adventures at Kimberly Library
Saturday, November 10th - Kimberly Tennis Pro day for those interested in club
tennis
Tuesday, November 13th - Kimberly Wrestling Club Parent Meeting
Tuesday, November 13th - Family Movie Night at Kimberly Library
Outagamie County 4-H Opportunities for all ages
As always, please let us know if you have any questions-thank you! Happy
Halloween – enjoy the rest of the week!

Anne Appleton
Westside Elementary
920-739-3578

WESTSIDE EAGLES UPDATE
A Message from our Principal
Greetings Westside Families!

November 2018

11/7 — End of First Quarter
11/16 — NOON Dismissal

I hope this newsletter finds you enjoying the beautiful fall weather. We are really
hitting our stride at Westside! As we enter our 3rd month of school we are well into
our work. Each grade’s work this year is a little different, and in this newsletter I
want to highlight the AWESOME work happening in first grade and kindergarten. This great work builds on what our 4K Center For Literacy has been doing for
the past 3 years.
Each 4K teacher’s goal for the past 3 years has been that every student who leaves
their building identifies themselves as a reader and a writer. The important word in
that goal is “identity”. Once a child believes that they are a reader and a writer, they
invest in getting better as readers and writers.

11/19 and 11/29 — 5:00-8:00
Parent/Teacher Conferences
2:00 Dismissal– NO CHILDCARE
(NO MOVIE) PROVIDED BY
Our 5K and 1st grade teachers build on our students “identity” as readers and writWESTSIDE STAFF.
ers and push them to own their learning. We have been using the term “agency” to
describe it. Simply put, if we foster agency in our classrooms, we are empowering all
11/22 & 23 — No School—
students to be teachers and learners together. We are trying the break the mold in
Happy Thanksgiving!
which teachers teach what the book says and students learn it; because in reality
12/7 — 2:00 Dismissal
5,6, and 7 year olds come in with a lot of prior knowledge that they can share.
12/13-Holiday Concert
Grade 1— 6:30 Grade 2—7:15
12/21—NOON DISMISSAL
12/24—1/1 — No School

I will tell you as someone who gets to hang out in these classrooms, it is fascinating
to watch! Students in these rooms have a lot of choices. They get to choose what
they want to write about and how they accomplish that. Then different students
share their “author and/or illustrator moves” with the class. When students get
stuck, teachers have students collaborate with each other.

1/2 — School Resumes
1/11 — 2:00 Dismissal
1/18 — End of 2nd Quarter
1/18— NOON Dismissal
2/1—2:00 Dismissal
2/15— No School

Parents of these students know what happens when a child is exposed to this type of
learning….students love to read and write! I had a parent of 1st grader last year
even tell me “enough with the books already!” I loved it! These students are engaged in their learning and are loving it. We are hoping this passion for learning will
serve them far into the future! I will leave you with one other consequence to this
type of learning. In September our 1st grade students got on a bus to Janssen to see
and hear from a professional author. During the bus ride Mrs. Wetts asked the student sitting next to her if he was excited to see a “real life” author. Well, he gave her
a funny look and said “Mrs. Wetts, I have seen lots of authors”. Mrs. Wetts was a
little surprised and asked who he had seen and then he started listing off his classmates! That is a child who identifies as an author and is control of his learning!

Have a great month!
Jonathan Peterson
Mr. Jonathan Peterson
Principal

746 W Third Street
Kimberly, WI 54136

Phone: (920)739-3578
Fax: (920)739-6212

BOOK FAIR
Westside Elementary will be hosting the Follett Book Fair starting November 19.
Students will have an opportunity to preview all of the items before the kick-off of
the sale. The Book Fair will be open during Parent-Teacher Conferences (5:00-8:00)
and during school hours for your convenience. Please consider buying a book or
two for your child. Not only will you be encouraging your child’s love of reading,
you will be supporting the Westside LMC program. We thank you in advance!

SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR AT WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY!
Our school community is thankful for all the Westside family members who help both
in the classrooms and at PTO events.
Kimberly High School students are at Westside every day in several classrooms and on
the playground. They are called “High School Helpers” and the students and teachers greatly
benefit from their assistance.
Our PTO is an active group of parents who work tirelessly to promote family-centered
events and raise funds for Westside Elementary—we thank you for your time and positive
efforts for our students and staff!
Finally, thank you to all the chaperones who volunteer to accompany our students and
staff on field trips. Without your help these field trips would not be possible.
Great things are happening at Westside due in large part to our dedicated volunteers!
We are grateful!

Parent Teacher Conferences—2:00 Dismissal—No Movie
On Parent Teacher Conference days (November 19 and 29) ALL Students are dismissed at 2:00 PM — there is NO CARE PROVIDED (no movie) by our staff on
these days, as our teachers are preparing for conferences which start at 5:00.

All children will be dismissed at 2:00.
Y-Care families need to contact the YMCA to sign-up for Y-Care on conference
days. Thank you! Please let us know if you have any questions. 920-739-3578
The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital
status, parental status, sexual orientation, sex, (including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional,
or learning disability (“Protected Classes”) in any of its student programs and activities.

Media Resource For Parents - from Officer Stahmann
Part of my responsibility as your child’s School Resource Officer is to connect parents with resources. This article is for families with children that have, or will have, their own tablet and/
or smart phone.
Those that fall into that category, you have a responsibility as a parent to educate your child
on being a good digital citizen, which includes appropriate, responsible behavior of your child
while on a device. Just as you taught your child how to ride a bike before giving them a bike,
you are responsible for teaching your child how to navigate the digital world prior to giving
them their own device. Part of that responsibility is monitoring your child’s device usage. To
help you with that, Google has an app that makes your job much easier.
Google created an app called FamilyLink. The app is downloaded onto your child’s device as
well as your device, and it gives the parent access to a number of awesome features. Those
features include:
Viewing the device location on a map.
Restricting the type of content your child can view on the internet.
The requirement to approve the download of any app on your child’s device.
Removing/disabling apps from your child’s device.
Locking your child’s device.
Viewing the amount of time spent on each app per day.
Setting a daily limit of time spent on the device before it locks.
Setting a “bedtime” for the device so that it locks.
I’m not an advocate for any particular company, operating system, device, etc. I’m advocating
for safer children. Parent involvement in their child’s digital citizenship plays a critical role in
that, and this app appears to be a great way to do just that. For more information about
FamilyLink, you can read this article published by Google: https://goo.gl/2CyN1h
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Officer Stahmann
bstahmann@kimberly.k12.wi.us
920-423-4109

COLDER WEATHER...COLD AND FLU SEASON
As the temperature continues to drop during these late fall days, we remind you to send your children to
school dressed appropriately for the weather. Coats, hats, gloves, and appropriate shoes/boots for the
weather are a must to keep them warm and healthy!
Along with the colder weather comes cold and flu season. Here are several tips to help you avoid becoming
ill:


Get a flu shot.



Wash your hands a lot! Use plenty of soap and water and scrub for at least 20 seconds. The act of
scrubbing is what removes germs; simply running your hands under water is not effective.



Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer when soap and water are not available.



Clean common surfaces often i.e. door knobs, light switches, etc.



Rest, Rest, Rest—getting enough sleep each night is a great way to fight illness!

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
Weather Cancellations and Delays
Winter is right around the corner. If weather conditions dictate that there will be no school or a delayed
start, a decision to keep the schools closed is usually made by 6:00 a.m. Parents with students in school receive a direct call, text and/or email from our auto-call system through Infinite Campus since that is the fastest way to communicate with thousands of parents at one time.
As a reminder: If you have a new phone number or email address, please update your information in the
Infinite Campus parent portal or contact your school’s secretary to update the portal.
Announcements are also sent to local T.V. and radio stations, please tune to local stations such as these rather than call the school directly: WAPL-105.7FM, WIXX-101.1FM, WHBY-1150AM, WKFX-104.9FM, WEMI91.9 FM, WTAQ-97.5FM/1360AM, WWWX-96.9FM and WGEE-93.5FM; and WBAY-TV2, WFRV-TV5, WGBATV26, and WLUK-FOX11. If other school events, such as concerts or sporting events are also cancelled because of weather, they are typically communicated through these stations as well.
The District’s website and Facebook page are not our primary way to communicate school closures, so we
ask parents to listen to the auto-call messages or tune in to the radio and T.V. stations listed for the timeliest
updates.

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
October 31

Thu
1

Happy Halloween!
Orange & Black
and Crazy Hair
Day

4

11

18

25

5

6

12

13

Bridging
Brighter
Smiles

Bridging
Brighter
Smiles

19 Parent/
Teacher Conf.
5:00-8:00
2:00 DISMISSAL

20

26

27

Fri
2

Sat
3

PTO Halloween
Dance 6:30-8:30

9

7

8

End of 1st
Quarter

PTO Meeting
6:30-LMC-Title 1 Stacking Day in PE
Guidelines will Class
be presented

14

15

16

10

17

Backwards Day!

NOON Dismissal

21

22 NO SCHOOL 23 NO SCHOOL
Happy
Thanksgiving!

28

29 Parent/
Teacher Conf.
5:00-8:00
2:00 DISMISSAL

30

24

Dear Westside Parents,
As part of this year’s Kids Heart Challenge (formerly called Jump Rope for
Heart), the students will be bringing home Monthly Family Challenges from
physical education (gym) class. It is entirely up to you as a family if you
would like to participate in the challenges or not. The challenges could be a
family challenge or it could be a challenge for just your child/ren.
Each month will have a different theme for the challenge. For example,
November will be No Soda November. At the end of each month, if your
family/child completes the challenge, please send back the challenge
sheet, and do not forget to sign it. The names of those who participated
will go into a drawing to be done on February 13th, which is the day of our
Kids Heart Challenge event.
I am excited and hope that you and your family have fun with it.
Enjoy the Fall,
Mrs. Phillips

Westside School Book Fair
Monday, November 19 & Thursday, November 29
The Follett Book Fair will be held in the LMC and open during
conference hours.
The whole school is excited about our upcoming book fair. An amazing
selection of books is headed our way! Mark your calendar so you can be sure
to join the fun. You will also have a chance to contribute books to your child’s
classroom library. A percentage of the sales will benefit our LMC.

See You There!

Note: Parents MUST accompany ALL children; children who are
dropped off alone, will need to call home & be picked up.
Also, please no scary masks or weapons. Thank you!

