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Please like WestSide on
Facebook!

A SENIORS STORY!
Written by Mikaela Wilkerson
WENATCHEE — WestSide High School senior Eric Morris
reflected on the hectic journey his life took him on before he
prepared to put on his cap and gown for his graduation
ceremony Thursday at the Wenatchee Convention Center.
“It’s really weird because I didn’t think I was going to be able
to (graduate), and then it just happened,” said Morris. Having
bounced around to diﬀerent family members all his life,
Morris admittedly struggled with his education. Then, he
found a family that gave him the stability to focus on
his studies.
Morris said he started oﬀ living with his mother for the first
two months after his birth. He was taken in by his
grandparents shortly after that because his mother was a
substance abuser, he said.
His grandparents later divorced, and Morris went to live with
his grandmother until he was 7. He then lived with his
grandfather until the age of 15. His grandfather, whom Morris
said he was very close to, passed away just three days
before the teenager started his sophomore year at WestSide
High School.
“That was really hard on me,” he said. After his grandfather’s
passing, Morris started living with his mother, who was still a
substance abuser, he said. During his time living with his

mother, Morris said he was barely even able to focus on his
education. He soon moved back in with his grandmother, but
then decided to give living with his mother another chance
after she’d told him she had changed her ways, he said.
Morris said he realized quickly that his mother had not
changed, and he went back to not being able to focus on
other aspects in his life such as school because of that. He
said he didn’t think he would be able to graduate
high school.
He eventually found Craig and Tami Larsen from East
Wenatchee First Baptist Church. The two were leaders in a
youth group Morris attended, and they let Morris move in
with them. He stayed with them for a little over a year,
he said.
“They were a really big impact on me,” he said. “They
showed me what it felt like to be in a family again.”
Morris said he was able to focus on his education after
moving in with the Larsens. He has also received support
from the WestSide High School staﬀ.
Morris said one of his biggest supporters at the school
is Principal Kory Kalahar. “He’s like a dad to me,”
said Morris.Morris, now 18, plans to attend Wenatchee Valley
College this fall.
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WestSide Stories

Mentor Program Gains
Momentum
Wenatchee Downtown Rotary
asked WestSide to showcase its
newly formed Senior Mentor
Program at one of their club
meetings. Hilary Martinez, Gear
Up! Coordinator for WestSide
High School, was up for the
challenge and took senior Eric
Morris (see front page) and his
mentor Chris Goehner. While
Hilary explained the program,
Eric and Chris discussed the
benefits of the program and the
successes that they had in the
process. Our Mentor Program will
continue next year and most
likely increase in size to
accommodate all students in our
five programs.

End of the Year Field Trip
The newly founded Spanish Club led by
Carolina Morrow held a hugely successful
Tamale sale that helped fund their club t-shirts
as well as an end of the year field trip. The
group choose to spend Wednesday, June 13th
at Slidewaters in Lake Chelan. Miss Galen, Mrs.
Morrow, and Mr. Kalahar all joined on the
excursion. The day was a bit breezy but when
the sun popped out from behind the clouds it
was wonderful. Rueben, Shia, Kevin, Juan,
Blanca, Poala, and Bernice all enjoyed the day
to its absolute fullest. Hamburgers, chips, and
soda topped off the day for lunch from the snack
shack. We will have to see what next year
brings for this wonderful group of students and
staff. Making and selling all of those tamales
and horchata truly paid off for our students.
Thanks for your hard work!

Leadership Club Earns 20
Floor Seats and an Invite
to an Evening of
Inspiration for We Day!
After another great day of tackling
local and international service
projects, the WestSide High School
Leadership Club earned twenty floor
seats for We Day and a new special
honor, an invite to “An Evening of
Inspiration” put on by the We
Foundation to celebrate the most
impactful schools in the state.
WestSide in particular was
honored for year four of their
community fundraiser which is a
Spaghetti Feed and Silent Auction.
Each year, the Leadership Club has
put on this fundraiser, they have
raised over $6,000 for the specific
beneficiary. The club began with the
Parker family who were impacted by
the death of their father. They then
began helping young cancer patients
in the valley such as Daniel Alvarez,
Camila Castenada, and finally
Jocelyn Aguilar as this years
beneficiary.
Another project this year for
Leadership Club was a sticker
fundraiser to help benefit school
construction in Haiti. Our students
sold WestSide Eagle stickers for
display to raise money to finance the
project. The club also has an annual
local event where members collect
toiletries, clothes and food and
create care kits to be delivered to
the local homeless shelters in town.
Over 75 care kits were created and
delivered throughout the greater
Wenatchee Valley.
In addition, we have many
Leadership Club students this year
who earned a Youth United Varsity
Letter for their community efforts.

Above:
Denim sneaking up on
Sophia. Left: Eric, Chris
Ghoener, and Hilary at Rotary.
Below: Kalahar, Rueben, and
Marin outside of Slidewaters
in Chelan!

Important Dates:
August 29: First
Day of School - see
letter for
instruction
September 3: Labor
Day - No School
October 12:
Professional
Learning Day - No
School
Oct.31 - Nov.2:
Parent/Teacher
Conferences - No
School
November 12:
Veterans Day
Observed
November 21: Half
Day for
Thanksgiving
November 30:
District Day - No
School

Go Eagles!
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Above
left: Eric Morris, Chris
Goehner, and Hilary Martinez
present at Rotary Below right:
Principal Kalahar, Rueben Rosales,
and Marin Espinoza at
Slidewaters

SCREAMING EAGLE TIDBITS
will miss you all and remember how much
you impact the culture of WestSide. Best
of luck to our leaving family members and
it is with open arms that we embrace our
new family members. Welcome!

Mock Trial takes 3rd in
State
WHS (two teams) and The River
Academy all participated at
the state tournament on March 23rd
and 24th. The highlight was the WHS
varsity team winning all four of
its trials, including a fourth round win
over the defending state champion
Seattle Prep varsity team. The team
ended up with a 4-0 record. There
were, somewhat unusually, two other
teams that also ended up at 4-0.
Based on the scoring/tiebreaker
system used, WHS ended up in third
place, narrowing missing qualifying
for the championship round. It was a
great accomplishment! Great work
team - see picture on last page of
newsletter.

New Staff for 2018/19
We are very pleased to announce new
staff members to our team at WestSide
for the 2018/19 school year. Replacing
Peg Ronhovde in the math department
will be Heidi Bard who comes to us from
the Wenatchee River Institute. Taking
over as our Day Program science teacher
from Mac is Graham Stansbery who has
been teaching at Wenatchee High School
and is quite well known by many of our
students.

Gretchen Mann
Oﬃce Manager
mann.g@wenatcheeschools.org

Kory Kalahar
Principal
kalahar.k@ wenatcheeschools.org

Scott Granger
Dean of Students
granger.s@wenatcheeschools.org

Left:
Principal Kalahar, Mr.
Hartley, and Oscar at our
school graduation. Below:
Students share an excited
moment of stillness during the
fun festivities at the 2018
WestSide Prom at WVC.

At the Juvenile Detention Center, our
para, Melissa Perez, is going back to
school and will be replaced by Jennifer
Cervantes who comes to us from Lewis
and Clark elementary. Mrs. Morrow’s
Core Success position will be filled by
Julie Middleton Duran who has been at
Orchard Middle School over the past few
years.
Mr. Lynch, who will be off enjoying
retirement in the mountains somewhere
will have his position filled by Mrs. Feil
coming from the CAP at Tech Center.
Kevin Sellers, another teacher plucked
from WHS will take over the reins of the
CAP. Finally, Sweet Sandy’s position,
who will be joining her husband in
Redmond, OR will be filled by Lupe Rubio
from Wenatchee High School. Whew, we
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Nancy Snyder

WestSide High School

snyder.n@ wenatcheeschools.org

1510 Ninth St.
Wenatchee, WA. 98801
P 509 663-7947
F 509 664-3005
http://www.wenatcheeschools.org/wshs/
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Counselor

Jan Bullock
Counselor
bullock.j@ wenatcheeschools.org

Lupe Rubio
Attendance Secretary
rubio.g@wenatcheeschools.org
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“VEX" Robotics Team- Students learn to build and program,
their own robot to travel around and compete with. There is a
league, State Competition, and National Competition if you
make it.
Drones Club/Team- Students will learn how to build, program,
fly, and race drones. This will be the first year in which we are
hoping that we will be traveling and be competing with other
schools in racing drones through obstacle courses.

Sandy is the Chelan County Excellence in
Education Award Winner
Principal Kory Kalahar nominated Sandy for this
distinguished award. He praised Sandy’s ability to engage
students, parents, staﬀ and community. “If the key to student
engagement is relationship building, then Sandy Ward is the
master of this educational best practice,” wrote Kory.
“Everyday she is engaging in positive and teachable moments
with students.” We love and will miss Sandy and as usual, she
knew how to go out on top of her game!

Prom @ WestSide

After taking a year off, WestSide held another Prom
this year on May 10 at Van Tassel Hall on the Wenatchee
Valley College Campus. Over 100 students attended the
free event and enjoyed the music, food, beverages, and
dessert from 8:00 to 11:00. Students were able to have
their hair and make up done prior to the event by other
students and community members. Food was donated by
Little Caesars and desserts were provided by the
amazing WestSide Staff. See various photos throughout
this newsletter.

Clubs and Activities @ WestSide
No Child Left Inside-outdoor, hands-on Science practice and
career exposure with an aim toward eco-stewardship. The club
participates in field activities every other week on average. .5
credit is offered for those who participate consistently over the
course of one year.
Fun Committee is the social skills class! We use the class
time to develop activities and post analysis as part of our
assignments.
The Spanish Club celebrates the Hispanic culture and
promotes interest in the study of Spanish through cultural
experiences, sharing of interests, fundraisers, field trips, and
community service. Members must participate actively in the
club activities in order to participate in the field trips.
League of Legions Game Club - All students are welcome to
come after school to learn competitive and cooperative gaming.
Our focus is on team-based computer games along with board
and card games. We meet after school all throughout the year
and have built up a solid community of gamers.
Leadership Club- Students learn to become leaders through
community service. Students can earn their WestSide Varsity
Letter through this club and their community service. Our
motto is: "Creating Change by Being the Change
[!4]

Sweet Sandy
accepting her 2018 Chelan
County Excellence Award. Below:
Skaz, Ronhovde, Angelica, and
Bandt show their WestSide
School Spirit

WestSide Student Saves the Day in Malaga Fire
Kevin Casto deserves a medal of honor for his
compassion at WestSIde each and every day.
Evidently, he extends his love and support of
everyone he meets out into the community.
Kevin reported a fire that had begun from a
controlled burn where embers were carried
through the wind to the 3400 of West Malaga
Road. The fire burned about seven acres and
would have been much more catastrophic if it
were not for our very own Kevin. Thanks Kevin!
While at school, Kevin prides himself on taking
care of others and watching out for the personal
feelings of WestSide students. Every day he can
be seen holding the door open for students as
they begin their day at WestSide. What a great
example of Courage, Compassion, and
Commitment.

GWATA - Innovator
Awards - Ms. Sheena
This summer GWATA announced the
33 people nominated as innovators
in their 18th Annual Innovator
Awards. Our very own Sheena
Zacherle was one of the nominees
and served as an ambassador for
WestSide High School. The
luncheon awards the passion, drive,
and spirit of North Central
Washington while inspiring others
who are just beginning their journey.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
FOR SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS AND
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Wenatchee School District does not
discriminate in any programs or activities on the

DECLARACIÓN DE NO
DISCRIMINACIÓN
PARA PUBLICACIONES ESCOLARES Y
ANUNCIOS PÚBLICOS
El Distrito Escolar de Wenatchee no

basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national

discrimina en ningún programa o actividades

origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual

basado en sexo, raza, credo, color, religión, origen

orientation, gender expression or identity, disability,

nacional, edad, estatus militar o veterano,

or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal

orientación sexual, expresión o identidad de

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and

genero, discapacidad, o el uso de un perro guía o

other designated youth groups.

animal de servicio y proporciona igualdad de

The following employees have been

acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos de jóvenes

designated to handle questions and complaints of

designados. Los siguientes empleados han sido

alleged discrimination:

designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas
de supuesta discriminación:

Title IX Coordinator, Section 504/ADA
Coordinator
Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student
Services
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

Coordinador de Titulo IX, Coordinador de

Estudiantil
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

509.663.8161

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators

509.663.8161

Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student

Coordinadores de Cumplimiento de

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org
Lisa Turner, Executive Director of Human
Resources (staff)
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

Derechos Civiles
Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios
Estudiantil (estudiantes)

Parents and Students: Please make
sure Lupe has your updated cell
phone numbers and email addresses.
We want to keep you connected and
informed and the best way for us to
do that in 2017/18 is through your
cell phones. Please call Lupe at 509
663-7947 whenever your phone
number changes. Thank you!

Lisa Turner, Directora Ejecutiva de Recursos
Humanos (empleados)

turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

509.663.8161

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org
turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org

Mr. Brandt’s Mock
Trial Club after a third
place win at the State
Competition!

1. 2 inch 3 Binder with tabs for each
classroom
2. Folders to hold and organize
contracts and assignments
3. Paper - either in binder or
notebook
4. Thumb drive to store digital files students may also use their
school district Google Drive for
school work
5. Pencils and pens
6. Backpack - we have no lockers

Sección 504/ADA
Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

Services (students)

WestSide High
School Supplies List

What Parents Say
about WestSide!
Westside High School has a
curriculum to suit all the kids
that attend as well as teachers
that care about their education
and being successful. Westside
also has the advantage of
having a great Principal Mr.
Kalahar who cares a great deal
about the kids and works with
the parents to make the
learning experience positive
and give the kids a reason to
succeed. I am proud to say
Westside is my school for my
son. Keep up the good work
Westside.

