
 

Dear Kindergarten Parents, 
 
 
Welcome to Kindergarten for the 2020-21 school year!  This letter is to inform you about important 
and new information.  In order to assure a smooth transition to Kindergarten, the schedule for the 
beginning of the school year is different than for 1st - 5th grades.  The table below highlights 
important events, dates, and times. 

 

Event Date(s) Time 

Kindergarten Assessment August 13, 14, 17 or 18, 2020 By Appointment online 

WaKIDS Assessment Appointment August 26, 27, or 28, 2020 By Appointment 

Rolling Start days August 31, 2020  
September 1, or 2, 2020 

9:15 AM - 2:30 PM 
7:45 AM - 2:30 PM 

First Day for all Kindergartners September 3, 2020 7:45 AM - 2:30 PM 

 
 

Kindergarten Parent Orientation  
 
Kindergarten teachers have created a PowerPoint presentation and information packet to orient you 
and your child to Kindergarten this year.  You can view the presentation by visiting our website at 
https://www.wenatcheeschools.org/ss/​ and selecting the Kindergarten Registration link under the 
‘Stay Connected’ section on our site. 

 
 

Summer Kindergarten Assessment 

Due to Governor Inslee’s stay home order during the COVID-19 pandemic, spring Kindergarten 
assessments have been postponed until August.  Kindergarten students are required to attend an 
assessment appointment.  Appointment slots are available on August 13, 14, 17, or 18, 2020 between 
9:30 am and 3:00 pm. Each assessment lasts approximately 20 minutes.  You can sign up online by 
visiting ​https://calendly.com/sslope​. Students are required to attend and any responsible adult can 
accompany them. Assessment results are one of the several pieces of information that the 
Kindergarten teachers use for assigning students to classroom teachers. 

 

https://www.wenatcheeschools.org/ss/
https://calendly.com/sslope


WaKIDS Appointment 
 
Sunnyslope Elementary Kindergartners and their families will work with the Kindergarten teachers 
to complete the WaKIDS program as required by the state of Washington.  ​WaKIDS which stands 
for the Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills is a state-wide program designed to 
welcome children and their families to kindergarten and the K-12 system as partners in their child's 
education. WaKIDS is required for schools that receive state funds for full-day kindergarten.  
 
As part of the WaKIDS program, each family will meet with their student’s assigned teacher on 
either August 26, 27, or 28, 2020.  You will receive your appointment date and time by U.S. Mail in 
August.  ​For this appointment, please bring your incoming Kindergarten student only, but no 
other children.​  The purpose of this appointment is to meet the teacher, see the classroom, and share 
information about your child. 
 
For more information about WaKIDS, please see the attached informational flyer included in this 
packet.  Additional information about WaKIDS will also be shared at the Kindergarten Parent 
Orientation presentation.   
 
Rolling Start 
 
Upon the completion of the WaKIDS appointment, your student’s teacher will assign a rolling start 
date. Rolling start days involve the Kindergarten students attending one entire school day on either 
August 31, September 1, or 2, 2020.  The purpose of the rolling start is to help students learn the 
classroom routines and school expectations in a small group setting. 
 
 
First Day for all Kindergarteners 
 
On Thursday, September 3, 2020, all Kindergarten students will attend with their entire class 
together. 
 
If you have any questions about this Kindergarten schedule, please call the school office at (509) 
662-8803. 
 

Educationally yours, 
 

                        
 
Dave Perkins, Ed.D 

Principal 
Sunnyslope Elementary 

 
 



 

Estimados Padres de Kindergarten,  
 
 
¡Bienvenidos a Kindergarten para el año escolar 2020-21! Esta carta es para informarle sobre 
información importante y nueva. Con el fin de garantizar una transición sin problemas al Kinder, el 
horario para el comienzo del año escolar es diferente al de 1º a 5º grado. La siguiente tabla muestra 
eventos, fechas y horas importantes. 

 

Evento Fechas Horario 

Evaluación de Kinder  13, 14, 17  o 18,  de Agosto 2020 Por cita en línea 

 Evaluación de WaKIDS   26, 27, o 28, de Agosto 2020 Con cita  

Comienzo Rodante 31 de de Agosto de 2020  
1 de Septiembre o 2, 2020 

9:15 AM - 2:30 PM 
7:45 AM - 2:30 PM 

Primer día para todos los niños de 
Kindergarten 

Septiembre 3 de, 2020 7:45 AM - 2:30 PM 

 

Orientación para padres de Kinder 
 
Los maestros de kinder han creado una presentación de PowerPoint y un paquete de información 
para orientarlo a usted y a su hijo a Kinder este año. Puede ver la presentación visitando nuestro sitio 
web en ​https://www.wenatcheeschools.org/ss/​ y seleccionando el enlace de Registro de Kinder en la 
sección 'Manténgase conectado' en nuestro sitio. 

 
 

Evaluación de Kinder en verano 
 
Debido a la orden de permanencia en el hogar del Gobernador Inslee durante la pandemia 
COVID-19, las evaluaciones de Kindergarten de primavera se pospusieron hasta Agosto. Los 
estudiantes de kindergarten deben asistir a una cita de evaluación. Los espacios para citas están 
disponibles los días 13, 14, 17 o 18 de Agosto de 2020 entre las 9:30 a.m. y las 3:00 p.m. Cada 
evaluación dura aproximadamente 20 minutos. Puede registrarse en línea visitando 
https://calendly.com/sslope ​. Los estudiantes deben asistir y cualquier adulto responsable puede 
acompañarlos. Los resultados de la evaluación son una de las varias informaciones que los maestros 
de Kinder usan para asignar estudiantes a maestros de clase. 

https://www.wenatcheeschools.org/ss/
https://calendly.com/sslope


WaKIDS cita 
 
Los alumnos del Kinder de Sunnyslope y sus familias van a trabajar con los maestros de Kinder para 
completar el programa WaKIDS cual es requerido por el estado de Washington. ​WaKIDS, que 
representa el Inventario de Habilidades de Desarrollo de Kindergarten de Washington, es un 
programa estatal diseñado para dar la bienvenida a los niños y sus familias al Kinder y al sistema 
K-12 como socios en la educación de sus hijos. WaKIDS se requiere para las escuelas que reciben 
fondos estatales para el Kinder de día completo.  
 
Como parte del programa WaKIDS, cada familia se reunirá con el maestro asignado de su estudiante 
el 26, 27 o 28, de Agosto 2020. Recibirá la fecha y hora de su cita por correo en Agosto. ​Para esta 
cita, solo traiga a su estudiante de Kinder, pero no a otros niños.​ El propósito de esta cita es 
conocer al maestro, ver el salon y compartir información sobre su hijo. 
 
Para obtener más información sobre WaKIDS, consulte el folleto informativo adjunto incluido en 
este paquete. También se compartirá información adicional sobre WaKIDS en la presentación de 
Orientación para Padres de Kindergarten. 
 
Comienzo Rodante 
 
Tras la finalización de la cita WaKIDS, los estudiantes serán asignados el día de su comienzo. 
Rodando los días de inicio implican los estudiantes de Kinder que asisten a la escuela un día entero 
en cualquiera de 31 de Agosto, 1 o 2 de Septiembre de 2020. El propósito de el comienzo rodante es 
ayudar a los estudiantes aprender las rutinas de la clase y expectativas de la escuela en un grupo 
pequeño. 
 
 
Primer día para todos de Kinder 
 
El Jueves 3 de Septiembre, 2020 ​todos los estudiantes de Kinder asistirán con toda su clase juntos. 
 
Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre este horario de Kinder, llame a la oficina de la escuela al (509) 
662-8803. 
 

Educativamente tuyo, 
 

                       
 
Dave Perkins, Ed.D 

Director 
Sunnyslope Elementary 
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A Day in the Life of 
a Kindergartener

In kindergarten your child will
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• �Make new friends

• �Learn about the world he lives in

• �Learn about letters, sounds, words,  
and books

• �Practice pre-reading skills

• �Begin to learn how to read, spell, and write

• �Learn about numbers, shapes,  
patterns, and sizes

• Explore themes and projects that integrate 
	 reading, writing, mathematics and science

• �Explore themes and projects that integrate 
learning with visual and performing arts 
(painting, drawing, singing, dancing, etc.)   

• �Work in small groups and large groups

• �Have less time for recess

• �Have little or no time for naps

• �Eat in cafeteria
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Is Your Child Prepared  
for Kindergarten?

Although teachers do not expect all children to have the 
same level of skills coming into kindergarten, the indicators 
below are good signs that your child is ready to learn and 
succeed.

Can say their first and last names	 n	 n	 n

Make simple drawings	 n	 n	 n

Hold crayons like a pencil and use safety scissors appropriately 	 n	 n	 n

Name basic colors and shapes 	 n	 n	 n

Recite the alphabet and count to ten 	 n	 n	 n

Listen to adults and follow instructions       	 n	 n	 n

Know their ages and the names of family members 	 n	 n	 n

Begin to learn their phone number  	 n	 n	 n 

Can sit still for a 15- to 20-minute activity  	 n	 n	 n

Share, take turns, and raise their hands   	 n	 n	 n

�Play with other children without biting or hitting 	 n	 n	 n

�Play Follow-the-Leader by walking, running and jumping	 n	 n	 n

Express their needs        	 n	 n	 n

Take care of basic needs on their own, such as going  
to the bathroom, washing hands 	 n	 n	 n

Starting	 Progressing	 Mastered
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Recognize their possessions, backpacks, lunchboxes, jackets, etc. 	 n	 n	 n

Gets at least eight hours of sleep each night 	 n	 n	 n

Know the name of many things	 n	 n	 n

Know if a book is upside down	 n	 n	 n

Look from left to right when “reading” a book 	 n	 n	 n

Recognize letters of the alphabet	 n	 n	 n

Begin to write letters of the alphabet 	 n	 n	 n

Recognize their names and are beginning to write their names       	 n	 n	 n

Know the sounds that some letters of the alphabet make 	 n	 n	 n

Hear the first sound in a simple word like “ball”   	 n	 n	 n 

Hear words that rhyme in books like Cat in the Hat  	 n	 n	 n

Show interest in books, turn pages, and pretend to read   	 n	 n	 n

Hold conversations and tell simple stories 	 n	 n	 n

�Tell you what they like about a book	 n	 n	 n

Please be sure your child:

Starting	 Progressing	 Mastered

© 2012 Scholastic Inc.  
10357 • 86000

• �Receives health checkups at least 
once a year 

• �Receives all required immunizations 
to enter kindergarten
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Pre-Reading Skills 
for Reading Success

Vocabulary	 n	 n	 n 
Know the names of persons, actions, places and things.

Print Awareness	 n	 n	 n 
Notice print, know how to handle a book, and know  
how to follow words on a page. 

Letter Knowledge	 n	 n	 n 
Know letters are different from each other, know the names of alphabet,  
and recognize they make different sounds. Recognize letters at home  
and in the world around us.

Phonemic Awareness	 n	 n	 n 
Be able to hear and distinguish the smaller sounds in words.      

Print Motivation	 n	 n	 n 
Show interest and enjoy books.  

Narrative Skills	 n	 n	 n 
Be able to describe things and events and tell stories. 

Parents, take comfort. Children learn at their own pace and your child’s reading readiness will 
grow. Be your child’s biggest fan.

To prepare for reading success,  
children need to develop these six skills:

Starting	 Progressing	 Mastered
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Helping Your Child Prepare 
for Kindergarten 

You can do many things to help prepare your child for learning. And the more 
you learn together, the happier your child will be.

READ TALK PLAY

Invite your child to help you with simple things around 
the house. This will make your child feel important 
and useful. With your assistance, use that time to help 
your child develop confidence, as well as valuable 
math and language skills like matching, sorting clothes, 
measuring ingredients, counting, reading simple words 
from a shopping list, or finding a word on a specific 
item on the pantry shelf.

Check out www.scholastic.com/parents  
for more free tools and advice.

HELPING 
AT HOME

© 2012 Scholastic Inc.  
10357 • 86000

• �Read out loud to your child every day.

• �Have your child “read” to you, even if they 
are not actually reading yet.

• �Let your child draw, “write,” and doodle 
often. Provide blank paper or a tablet to 
use that is their own.

• �Have family storytelling time.

• �Do fun learning activity booklets together. 

• �Have conversations and be a good listener.

• �Play games – for instance, games involving 
rhyming, counting, matching, or guessing. 

• �Limit television time to educational 
programs that you watch together.

• �Read road signs, grocery-store signs, fast-
food signs, license plates, street signs and 
house numbers as you travel together.

• �Visit the public library often.

• �Go to the library and select dual-language 
audio books.

• �Select vocabulary building bilingual 
children’s books.

• �Label all of the items in your home with 
index cards. For example, “door” posted 
on the front door, etc.
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