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Dear Community,
Student enrollment at Hudsonville Public Schools has increased annually since 1985, with an average increase of 110 students per
year. In May, the MLive media group looked at student population changes in all Michigan school districts over the last 25 years. The
research uncovered that Hudsonville is one of the fastest growing school districts in the state with a growth rate of 114%.
This growth is a reflection of an incredible staff working
diligently to meet the needs of the children we serve,
students who strive to give their best with amazing results,
and parents and community members supporting our
schools. Through this growth, we at HPS continue to focus
on developing the whole child and matching the
community values of hard work, determination, respect, and
service to others.
With growth comes a need to engage in a continuous
facilities planning cycle to ensure high quality buildings for
our students and faculty. We applaud the foresight of the
Board of Education for the recent purchase of the
Carpenter’s House Outreach Church and Adult Group
Home adjacent to the High School property. Both
organizations approached school officials indicating their
intent to sell and because of positive working relationships,
entered into an agreement to sell the property. The
purchase of these properties was made possible out of the voter-approved building and site fund. We are grateful for the passage
of this five-year renewable millage which allows our district to help manage our growth and facilities.
Over the next month, we will be conducting ten focus groups. Randomly chosen students, staff, parents, community members, and
business leaders will be weighing in as we present multiple options for the recently acquired facilities, as well as engaging in
conversations around long-term facilities concepts. Upon completion of the focus groups, we will be providing a report to the
Board of Education and sharing the findings with our community via our website. Data acquired will determine next steps and may
include a short-term plan for the newly acquired property, a recommended long-term facilities plan, and/or determine a need for
additional community research before advancing our facilities work.
As we are always mindful of financial stewardship, we are ecstatic to report that just this month, we were able to engage in an
Advanced Refunding of our 2011 Bond Issue. Thanks to a great Standard and Poor's bond rating, financial stability of the district,
and a healthy stock market, Hudsonville Schools refunded our bonds at a premium with five or more bidders for each of the series
of bonds. The result of the bond sale will save over $7.8 million dollars in future interest costs over the life of the bonds. Exploring
options to continue to put our district in a financially secure position, especially when future facilities will be necessary to manage
our growth, will always be a priority.
Thank you for your continued support of our students and schools.
Respectfully,

Dr. Nick Ceglarek
Superintendent
PAGE 1

The Hudsonville Public Schools Board of Education Newsletter

December 2017/January 2018

Government Gallery Walk at BMS
The Media Center at Baldwin St. Middle School was abuzz with conversation and
discussion on Thursday, November 9, when the Government Gallery Walk took
place. The Government Gallery Walk is an opportunity for the 8th-grade students
to meet with adult volunteers, many of whom work in government, to share their
arguments and research about real-life issues. Students chose their own topics and
presented on everything from texting
and driving laws to minimizing
plastic bag waste. As part of a
collaborative project in their
English and History classes,
students will now use the
feedback they received to prompt
more thorough research and
ultimately a better-end result as
they compose a letter to a government official or politician. The project focuses
on the role of the involved citizen in a democracy, as well as growing students' communication, writing, speaking, and listening
skills. We're grateful for the many adult volunteers whose time and energy made this meaningful experience possible!

Award Elementary Has Record-Breaking Walk-a-thon!
Tortoise and hare fans are still amped up after Alward's annual Walk-a-thon
Fundraiser. This year, Mrs. McClure (the tortoise) and Mr. Matt (the hare) trained for
the "Tortoise and Hare" themed walk-a-thon and raced each other at the big event to
help the school raise money for new mini iPads for the classrooms. The fundraiser
was kicked-off, or should we say "bit into,"
with a donut eating contest between Mrs.
McClure and Mr. Matt. Classes then chose
which "character" they were going to
support on race day. As the students
raised money and reached various goals,
Mrs. McClure and Mr. Matt rode scooters through the halls of Alward, dressed up in
costume on race day, and then were transformed into human ice cream sundaes!
This was Alward's most successful fundraiser to date as the students raised over
$15,000! The students and staff at AES are really going to enjoy the additional
technology.
Thank you to all of the students, parents, staff, and PTC members that
helped AES reach this goal! We would also like to thank the following
companies for their donations to help make the wak-a-thon a huge success:
McDonald’s of Jenison, Family Fare of Georgetown, Rebounderz, Culvers of
Jenison, Vitales of Hudsonville, and Post Family Farms of Hudsonville.
Congrats to Mrs. Heethuis' class for raising the most money and earning the
walk-a-thon trophy for the 17-18 school year. Top classes at each grade
level enjoyed Post Family Farms donuts and cider and top winners enjoyed
a pizza party! With such a successful walk-a-thon under their belts, AES is
already planning and thinking about next year's theme for walk-a-thon 2018!
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On November 4, 2017 the Hudsonville marching band completed another successful season by
competing at the 2017 MCBA State Championship Contest. This season the band performed in
four competitions, played at all the home football games, performed in two concerts, and will be
performing at the Holiday Parade in Hudsonville (weather permitting).
The 2017 Marching Band qualified for state finals for the second year in a row. Our band has
now made state finals 23 times in the last 26 years. The band finished 11th competing against
the largest and best bands in the state. Congratulations!

“Giving Back” at Jamestown Elementary
Once a month, students gather in their “school family.” At Jamestown Lower, that
means students in grades K-2 are mixed together for an activity. At Jamestown
Upper, students in grades 3-5 are spread out so they can meet.
This year, the theme for all school family meetings
is giving back to the school, community, and world.
During our first meeting, students made cards
that were sent to hurricane relief volunteers. We
talked about helping out and lifting the spirits of
those who had dropped everything to aid in relief.
At our second meeting, students brainstormed ideas for how to help those in need
during the holiday season. We connected that thinking to the “PE Cares” food drive.
Students were motivated and excited to bring in more goods for local families than
ever before.
While teaching our students the curriculum is always
a priority, nothing is more important than helping
them to become better people. Our school family
time is a fantastic way for our staff to support
students toward that goal.
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HPS EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
OPEN HOUSE/REGISTRATION NIGHT
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 6 P.M. - 8 P.M.
Join us on Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at the Early Childhood Center from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
The Early Childhood Center is located at: 5535 School Ave. (main entrance off Madison Ave.)
Our programs include: 3 and 4 year old Preschool, Young Fives, Before/After School Care, and Summer Care.
*This is a chance to gather information about the programs, meet
staff, and visit preschool classrooms. Registration begins at 6:00
p.m. There is no formal presentation, and children are welcome.
Registration forms are accepted that evening with a $40.00 nonrefundable registration fee per child and a $100.00 nonrefundable deposit per family.
Please note that enrollment fills quickly.
For more information, please call the Early Childhood office at 616-797-0842, ext. 1.

Rain Can’t Keep These Turkey Trotters from Wearing Their Shirts and A Smile!
We want to say a big thank you to all of our Turkey Trot sponsors and volunteers! Georgetown Elementary
had 204 signed up to race but due to inclement weather, we had to cancel. We were able to get all of our
racers to come to the gym so we could get a picture. We can’t wait until next year!

Homeschool students at the 11th grade level
If you are interested in taking the MME (SAT, ACT WorkKeys, & M-STEP) in April 2018, please contact Kristi Fellows at
669-1500, ext. 20403, or kfellow@hpseagles.net.
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Summer Reading Success at Park Elementary!
This past summer, Park Elementary staff opened their library to all students
for a Summer Reading Program. This program was offered for one hour on
each Tuesday morning. Each student who attended received a new book with
each visit and was able to check out books from the school library. Staff were
so pleased with the regular attendance of 80-100 students who attended
each week! This one hour on Tuesdays throughout the summer gave Park
families a consistent summer reading schedule and was also a fun time for
students, staff, and parents to reconnect while picking out great books! When
staff reassessed students reading levels this fall, they found that of those
students who attended 5 or more sessions, 0% had “Summer Slide”
backwards, 18% maintained their reading level, 42% went up one reading level,
and 40% went up two or more reading levels!

WatchDOGS & Birds at
South Elementary?
South School is entering the 4th year
with the WatchDOGS program.
WatchDOGS stands for Dads Of
Great Students. 125 dads, grandpas, and
uncles filled the cafeteria to enjoy pizza
and some quality time spent with their
child. The South staff is so thankful for
the continued support and care from
the DOGS of South School!
Non-Fiction reading is the focus for
the Fall season in 4th grade. Students
read information about parrots and
practiced how to pull out main ideas
and important details. Kids in
Mrs. Kahler’s class were treated to a
visit from Link and Lake, beautiful
parrots that belong to student, Cora
DeRoos. Students were surprised how
heavy the birds really were!

S t a y C o n n e ct e d!
ﬀﬀf

ﬀﬀf

Become a fan of Hudsonville Public
Schools on Facebook and Twitter to keep
up with the latest news and updates.
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30 SECOND TIMEOUT
“WHAT IS YOUR IMAGE?”
~By Kevin Wolma, Athletic Director

Football Toss, Plinko, Tic Tac Toe, and
Balloon Pop are all popular games
we have played at carnivals. When I
was a kid, my favorite carnival activity was the
room full of mirrors. My friends and I would laugh as our
bodies would be distorted in different ways depending
on the mirror we stood in front of. I loved the mirror
that made me look tall. As a basketball player, I felt a few
extra inches would give me an advantage over my
opponent.
Carnival mirrors can also be a metaphor for our life. We
are continually looking to distort our image to gain an
“advantage” or “look better” than our neighbors, friends,
teammates, or co-workers. The avenue for which images
get distorted the most is through social media outlets like
Facebook and Twitter. This is where we see people post
about their child’s accomplishments for the whole world
to see. By some, this can be perceived as posturing: the
ability to position ourselves in front of others to say, “Hey,
look at us--we have it all figured out! Our kids are special
and our lives are great.” The fact is, most people are
dealing with the same issues and insecurities as everyone
else. I totally understand why we do this as parents
because I also feel that burst of pride when our kids
perform well. However, there are dangers that lie when
we use social media as a platform to talk about our kids’
accomplishments. One of those dangers centers around
the idea that our child’s performance is a basis for their
value as a person, hence creating a distorted image. That
is why it is important to say, “I love to watch you play”
instead of, “You played great tonight. ” What happens
when they do not perform well? What do you say then?
What are we telling our children when we stop posting
about them because they performed poorly? Is there
value as a person tied to their performance?
For all of you who are reading this, I present a challenge:
analyze your last five social media posts and ask the
question, “Why did I post this?” Was it a way to create a
distorted image, a way to make yourself look better, or is
that post a true reflection of yourself? We did this
activity with our leadership class and the students gained
a new perspective on what their posts revealed about
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the image they were trying to portray. The teacher
leading the activity asked the students what they learned
about him from his posts and one of the students
mentioned he tried to be funny. When hearing this, the
teacher cringed because, as a middle child, his way of
getting attention from his parents was to make jokes.
Humor was his distorted image.
One of the greatest attributes we can ever teach our
children is humility. Humility when we find success, and
humility as we go through adversity. Humility has no
mirrors because that image never gets distorted.
Humility is real and true. The next time you talk about
your child with a co-worker or post something on social
media, pause and ask yourself, “Is this the image I want for
our family, or is it closer to looking in a carnival mirror?”

POOL INFORMATION
Classes are held at the instructional pool. Patrons should
park in the visitors section and check in at the main office
to get into the high school. Please pay at the pool office.
Lap Swim
Monday/Wednesday/Friday - 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
Tuesday/Thursday - 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Cost: $2.50 per person or $40 - 20 visit pass
Open Swim - Beginning December 2
Saturday - 11 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Cost: $2.50 per person or $8 family
Adult Water Aerobics
Monday and Wednesday
Each class is 55 minutes in length
9 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7:10 p.m. - 8:10 p.m. - Shallow & deep water w/lifebelts
Cost: First class is free! Age 60+: $2
59 & under: $4
Lessons
Please check aquatics website for dates and availability.

Visit www.hudsonvilleaquatics.com to register or for
further information regarding our swim programs.
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HEF Now Accepting Nominations for
the Eagles of Excellence Gala
The Hudsonville Education Foundation is looking for
Distinguished Alumni of Hudsonville to recognize at the
Eagles of Excellence Gala in 2018. Below are the category
descriptions and criteria. If you know of a deserving
individual, please complete and submit a
ewDistinguished Alumni of Hudsonville nomination form.
The deadline for nominations is April 1, 2018. If you have
any questions, please call 616-669-1740 or email
contact@hudsonvilleeducationfoundation.org
The Hudsonville Public Schools’ (HPS) Alumni Hall of
Fame, in partnership with the Hudsonville Education
Foundation (HEF) has been established to celebrate the
achievements and talents of our distinguished alumni. The
HPS Alumni Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who have
made exceptional achievements in their field, significant
contributions to Hudsonville Public Schools, and/or unique
contributions to their communities on a local, state,
national or global level. The selection of these individuals is
intended to recognize and encourage a tradition of
excellence, achievement, commitment, and dedication.
The current categories of recognition are:
• Cultural/Performing Art
• Career accomplishments (may include military
recognition)
• Service to HPS/Community
• Honorary Achievement-Contribution to HPS/
Community
Anyone can nominate a candidate for induction into the
HPS Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame.
New inductees will be selected and honored annually.
Commemorative plaques will be presented to the
inductee at the annual Eagles of Excellence Gala.
Recognition of the distinguished alumni will be displayed
on the Academic Wall of Excellence located in the
vestibule of the northwest entrance of Hudsonville High
School.
Nominees in the categories of Cultural/Performing Arts,
Career Accomplishments, or Service to Hudsonville Public
Schools/Community must have graduated from
Hudsonville High School at least five years prior to
nomination.

Posthumous awards may be granted in all categories.
The HEF will carefully review each nomination and select a
minimum of 4 inductees. Nominees not selected for
induction will not carry over into the next year.
Inductees do not need to be one from each category. (All
may be from one category depending on the nominations)
CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS
Cultural/Performing Arts – This individual is a graduate of
HPS and recognized for achievements in the cultural, visual,
or performing arts and/or contributions to the promotion
of cultural activities on a local, state, national, or global level.
Career accomplishments (This can include military
recognition) – This individual is a graduate of HPS and
recognized for achievement in his or her profession which
has resulted in a direct and significant impact in his or her
field. The nominee has demonstrated unique talents and/
or accomplishments.
Service to Hudsonville Public Schools/Community – This
individual is a graduate of HPS and recognized for service
to the Hudsonville Public Schools or to community or
society by sustained example or contribution, and by
serving as a major influence in the lives of Hudsonville
students or in the community/society through acts of
leadership.
Honorary Achievement/Contribution to the Hudsonville
Public Schools/Community – This individual is recognized
for service to the Hudsonville Public Schools by sustained
example or contribution, and by serving as a major
influence in the lives of Hudsonville students through acts
of leadership. Hudsonville High School graduation is not a
requirement in this category.
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Friendship Teams - Kindness Theme at Forest Grove Elementary
All students who attend Forest Grove Elementary School are a part of a
unique family group that we call Friendship Teams. These groups of multiaged students meet monthly to learn about character education and then
serve the community in varied, fun, and hands-on ways. The theme for the
2017-18 school year is KINDNESS. Our students recently read and
discussed the book, entitled, “The Jelly Donut Difference” and developed ideas
of how to serve their families and our school community. We also plan to
welcome a group of 75 international college-aged students to school to
enjoy our annual Thanksgiving Feast. The will also participate in a
multicultural exchange focused on how we celebrate cultural-specific
holidays.

EXCITING NEWS FROM THE HUDSONVILLE BAND BOOSTERS!
The Band Boosters have been working hard fundraising for the band. One event in particular that
we know you won’t want to miss will be our Band Boosters Back to the 80’s Night with StarFarm.
It will be an 80’s night of fun! All proceeds from this totally tubular night will be going to the band
program. This event will be held at the Pinnacle Center on February 17, 2018. We are looking
forward to the community being a huge part of this event. It will be a radically great opportunity to
get out with friends and support a great cause.
Please visit our website at www.hudsonvillebands.org to view our concert schedules, events, and more. We welcome
Hudsonville families and community members that are not involved in the band to any of our performances. The next Band
Boosters meeting will be January 9, 2018, 7:00 p.m. at the Freshman Campus band room ~ please join us.
Hudsonville Band Boosters would like to make your holiday shopping easy this year! Visit the Hudsonville Band Boosters
online store to purchase great gifts for the holiday season. The online store closes on November 27th ~ so don't delay!

TITLE I PARENT INFORMATION
Each year, the federal government provides funding for support services and materials for students identified as falling behind in grade
level content standards and expectations. District assessment and standardized test scores are indicators of those students who would
most benefit from these services. If your child has been identified for receiving the services provided in the building, you will receive a
letter in the mail from your child's building principal or staff member. A plan will be put in place to assure your child will receive the
appropriate support in order to achieve the academic goals of that grade level or course in the areas of reading, writing, or math. The
support received may be short term or long term depending on the individual needs of each student. We believe each and every
student can be successful in their academic journey if provided the right opportunities and with the help and support of parents.
As a parent of a student identified to receive support services, you are strongly encouraged to be involved in any of the planning for your
child's success. On the Hudsonville Public Schools district website, you will find a tab for Title I. Under this tab, you will find our Board
Policy language on Title I parent involvement and your rights as a parent to ask questions and be involved. Please contact your building
principal if you would like to discuss how to be involved. Title I information meetings will be announced for you to attend in your child's
building.
The Hudsonville Public Schools staff devote their time and effort to helping all students be successful. We are grateful for federal and
state funding that allows us to add support services for any student falling behind. We know the power of working together as staff,
students, and parents as we blend our contributions for the same common goal.
Hudsonville Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, handicap,
disability, or limited English proficiency in any of its programs or activities. The following office has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the
nondiscrimination policies:
Human Resource Director, Hudsonville Public Schools, 3886 Van Buren, Hudsonville, MI 49426, (616) 669-1740
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