
 
Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As we look to the beginning of the school year, we want to provide you with the latest information 
regarding COVID-19 protocols. After monitoring our local data, meeting with the Ottawa County 
Health Department, and discussing our current reality with West Michigan Superintendents, we have 
decided to highly recommend the suggestions from the CDC and Ottawa County Health Department 
while still giving parents and students a choice.  
 
So what does this mean for you and your child(ren)? Regarding masks, it means you can choose to 
follow the recommendation or choose not to as it applies to your child and their time inside our 
buildings at school. When outside, masks are also optional. All unvaccinated school employees are 
required to wear a mask when they cannot maintain a 6 feet distance from other staff or students.  
 
Are there health orders currently in place?  
Yes.  

• The CDC currently has an order that requires masking on all buses. Here is the current link 
to the order. The U.S. Department of Transportation specifically addresses school buses in 
the FAQ document found here.  

• Family members in the same household with a confirmed case will be required to 
quarantine unless they are fully vaccinated or have tested positive for Covid-19 in the last 90 
calendar days. 

 
Will there be possible quarantines and contact tracing?   
Yes. The health department will be handling quarantine requirements and communication.  We will 
support the department when requested. Students and staff who come in close contact (within 6 feet) 
of a positive case will be recommended to quarantine unless they are fully vaccinated or have tested 
positive for Covid-19 in the last 90 calendar days. We encourage you to follow our health resource 
for parents plans located on our website. 
 
Will the district be testing students?   
No. Currently, the M.H.S.A.A. and the State of Michigan have not mandated the testing of athletes. 
 
Will volunteers be allowed in the buildings? 
Yes. Any volunteer or visitor who will be in the building for more than 15 minutes or in a classroom 
will need to complete a health screener and have their temperature taken. Unvaccinated volunteers 
and visitors will be required to wear a mask while indoors. Appropriate records, including name, 
address, phone number, date, and time, will be kept of visitors entering and exiting the building in 
case there is a need to contact trace. Volunteers and visitors will not be allowed into the building if 
they do not follow the visitor procedures. 
 
What are other districts doing?  
I cannot speak for other districts, but I have been in contact with all the districts that border 
Hudsonville (and others). You will see most if not all schools in our county and surrounding areas 
doing the same or something quite similar. However, we made our decision based on what we felt 
was best for the HPS community. 
 
We will continue to monitor local data and work with our local health department as we navigate this 
school year. Again, we are following the CDC recommendations but we are not requiring mask use 
within our buildings at this time for students and vaccinated staff.   
 
COVID-19 will continue to present us with ongoing challenges as we welcome students back.  We 
ask for continued patience and flexibility as we navigate this fluid situation. Thank you for your 
commitment to our district and the students who make this a special place to learn.  

 
Doug VanderJagt, Ph.D. 
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