What is a SecƟon 504 Plan?
A Sec on 504 Plan is a legally binding document.
It is designed to assist an eligible student by
lis ng the accommoda ons the student will need
in order to access the general educa on program. A 504 Plan is not the same as an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP). A student may
not have both a 504 plan and an IEP.

What are common accommodaƟons?
Depending on the nature of the disability, a student covered by Sec on 504 might need tes ng
accommoda ons. Accommoda ons are intended to give the student equal opportunity to parcipate in the general educa on environment.
Examples include extra me on tests and/or reduced distrac on environments in which to take
them, adap ve technology, preferen al sea ng,
note taking assistance, assignments broken into
smaller tasks, textbooks in an alternate format,
or services such as sign language interpreters,
transporta on, or health-related services. If a
student requires a modified curriculum or other
specialized instruc on considered by the district
to be special educa on, then the student should
be assessed for services under an IEP.

Can the SecƟon 504 CommiƩee ensure accommodaƟons to ACT/SAT/AP Exams?

Can a student be exited from SecƟon 504?
Yes, with no ce to the student’s parents/guardians
of the change in eligibility status and the procedural
safeguards. As with the ini al eligibility determinaon, this is a collabora ve eﬀort between school
staﬀ and parents/guardians.

What are procedural safeguards?
In FCPS, parents/guardians and students age 18 or
older have the right to:
 No ce of proposed ac ons related to eligibility
and/or a plan or program
 Consent to the ini al assessment and ini al
placement of their child
 Have an assessment that considers informa on
from a variety of sources
 Examine all relevant records of their child, challenge that informa on and consent to the release of informa on
 Periodic reassessments, including reassessment
before any significant change in placement
 Have their child educated in the least restric ve
environment
 Appeal a decision to the FCPS 504 Coordinator
at (301)-644-5289
 Request an impar al hearing over disagreements and be represented by counsel in the
hearing

No. If a student’s Sec on 504 Plan lists tes ng
accommoda ons as part of the general educaon instruc onal program, parents/guardians
can request that a school release informa on to
the tes ng program that governs the ACT/SAT/
AP or other such exam. The tes ng organiza on
will make an independent determina on of
whether modifica ons to college entrance/credit
exams will be allowed. If there is a requirement
for assessment data, it is the responsibility of the
parents/guardians to obtain that data.
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What is SecƟon 504?

What is “substanƟal limitaƟon”?

How does a student qualify under SecƟon 504?

Sec on 504 of the Rehabilita on Act of 1973 and the
subsequent Americans with Disabili es Amendment Act
of 2008, are intended to prevent inten onal or
uninten onal discrimina on against persons with
disabili es. In essence, Sec on 504 was enacted to
“level the playing field” in order to eliminate
impediments to full par cipa on by persons with
disabili es. Sec on 504 provides ACCESS in the
educa onal environment for students with disabili es.

Neither Sec on 504 nor its regula on defines the term
“substan al limita on”. When framing “substan al limita on”,
consider the following: When compared to the average student
of the same age in the general popula on, are they unable to
perform, or significantly restricted in the level of performance in
one or more major life ac vity area?

The decision regarding whether or not to iden fy a
student under Sec on 504 is made through the 504
eligibility process on a case-by-case basis. The Secon 504 Commi ee reviews each student’s individual informa on to determine whether there is a physical or mental impairment that substan ally limits a
major life ac vity. The commi ee considers the
nature and severity of the impairment, its dura on
or expected dura on, and the long-term impact of
the impairment on the student’s opportunity to access the general educa on environment and ac vies oﬀered by the school district. In cases where a
student’s physical or mental impairment is of a medical nature, the 504 Plan may be accompanied by an
individual care plan (medical response plan set forth
by nursing staﬀ in the school).

How does SecƟon 504 define “disability”?
Under Sec on 504, a person is considered a person with
a disability if they meet one or more of the following
criteria.



Have a physical or mental impairment, which substan ally limits one or more major life ac vi es.



Have a record of such an impairment, or



Are regarded as having such impairment.

The term “disability” includes a broad range of disabilies and impairments. There is no exhaus ve list. Addionally, determina on in favor of a disability should
not demand extensive analysis.

What is a physical or mental impairment?




Any physiological disorder or condi on, cosme c
disfigurement, or anatomical loss aﬀec ng one or
more of the following body systems: neurological,
musculoskeletal, special sense organs, respiratory,
including speech organs, cardiovascular, reproducve, diges ve, genitourinary, hemic and lympha c,
skin, and endocrine, or
Any mental or psychological disorder such as intellectual disability, organic brain syndrome, emoonal or mental illness, a en on deficit disorder,
and specific learning disability.

What are “major life acƟviƟes”?
Caring for oneself, Performing manual tasks, Seeing,
Hearing, Sleeping, Walking, Standing, Li ing, Bending,
Speaking, Breathing, Learning ,Reading, Concentra ng,
Thinking, Communica ng, and Working. This is not an
exhaus ve list.

Does SecƟon 504 require assessment?
Yes. However, “assessment” does not necessarily mean a “test”
or “formal tes ng”. Under Sec on 504, it refers to gathering
data and/or informa on from a variety of sources so that the
Sec on 504 Commi ee can make the required determina ons.
Depending on the type of suspected disability, common sources
of assessment data are grades, a endance records, health informa on, standardized test scores, teacher comments, observaons, parental and student input, previous eligibility components, medical reports, disciplinary referrals, etc. If the commi ee determines that individually administered, formal tes ng
is necessary, parental consent is required prior to administering
such tests to the student. In FCPS, the IEP screening process is
u lized for assessment consent determined necessary by the
Sec on 504 Commi ee.

Does FCPS consider private evaluaƟons submiƩed by
parents?
Yes. All informa on provided by parents/guardians should be
considered along with a variety of other sources of data. The
informa on provided will be reviewed by the appropriately qualified school staﬀ who will assist the commi ee in determining
what addi onal informa on, if any, is needed.

Can a student have a disability under SecƟon 504 if she/
he is doing well academically?
Yes. A student might be ge ng good grades and otherwise be
doing reasonably well in class despite his/her disability. For example, a student with a severe peanut allergy may have a 504
Plan to accommodate their needs with respect to learning environment requirements to be peanut free, or a student with diabetes might require re-teaching and extended me when they
are away from instruc on due to insulin checks in the nurses
oﬃce. The focus is that the student’s disability should not impact
access of the learning environment from the classroom to the
hallway, cafeteria, recess, and transporta on to and from school.

What is the SecƟon 504 CommiƩee?
Each FCPS school has a designated 504 coordinator.
The 504 commi ee in each school is knowledgeable
about the requirements of Sec on 504 and operates
under the direc on of the Principal or designated
504 coordinator. The parents/guardians are valuable members of the 504 commi ee and their input
is invaluable. When the commi ee makes decisions
concerning an individual student, persons who are
knowledgeable about the student, who have experse in the area of the suspected disability, and who
have exper se in interpre ng data, are included as
members. The membership may consist of the principal or designee, the child’s general educa on
teacher, specialists/i nerants (Psychologists, ACTT,
OT/PT, vision/hearing, school nurse, etc.), or other
personnel deemed appropriate by the principal. The
commi ee’s purpose is to process referrals, review
assessment informa on, determine eligibility, and
develop plans for a student under Sec on 504.
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