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2021/2022 School Year
•
•
•
•

5 days a week, Monday through Friday
Normal school operating hours
Full access to campuses, facilities, classrooms,
cafeterias, etc.
Buses operating at normal capacity

Mitigation Strategies
•

•

All mitigation strategies will be reviewed as
guidance from health officials changes.
Hand sanitizer, gloves, facial coverings, paper
desk covers, and gowns will be available upon
request.

Focus on Whole Child Development
•

•
•
•

Interconnects the six components of human development: academic development, cognitive development,
identity development, mental health, physical health, and social emotional development
Redefines the historic notion that school’s singular focus is academics
Incorporates the understanding of how the brain learns, grows, and thrives into decision making
Recognizes the importance of equity, community, environment, and relationships
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Equity means each and every learner is seen, heard, known, and supported.
Equity continues to serve as a crucial area of focus for Frederick County Public Schools (FCPS). Staff will:
• Re-engage students by welcoming them with warmth, flexibility, and kindness.
• Recognize the wide range of experiences and disruptions to daily life that students and families have
encountered over the course of the pandemic.
• Embrace each student individually by recognizing that the pace and profile of each child’s development is
unique.
• Value differences as assets that deepen student learning experiences.
• Capitalize on opportunities for discussion and meaningful interaction among peers and educators.
• Genuinely listen to student input, concerns, celebrations, and interests.
• Cultivate mindsets of belonging, purpose, and relevance through understanding students’ experiences and
motivations.
• Use frequent, ungraded, formative assessments to monitor student growth related to the standards.
• Respond to specific student needs by ensuring that services, interventions, and classroom supports are
thoughtful, appropriate, and strategic.
• Remain focused on moving students forward and quickly shoring-up areas where support is needed, rather than
focusing on learning loss.

•
•

•
•

Recognize that emotion and learning are inextricably linked in
the brain and will therefore make social-emotional learning an
essential part of school on a daily basis.
Welcome and respect families as partners in their child’s
learning.
Capitalize on community partnerships to create a network of
supports for children and families.
Understand whole child development and provide wrap-around
support to meet students’ needs, including mental health,
physical health, and cognitive, academic, identity, and socialemotional development.
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Tutoring Opportunities for Students
•

Expand opportunities at all schools, based
on student enrollment numbers.
o Enhance after-school opportunities
o Provide virtual office hours after
school and on weekends
o Engage the expertise of retired
educators
o Cultivate community-based options

Mind Brain Education (MBE) – The Science of Learning
MBE is the intersection of research in education, psychology, and neuroscience. It is essential for educators to
understand how the brain learns, works, and thrives. As an evidence-informed school system, FCPS relies on robust
research to administer decisions about practices that are most effective for student learning and success.
• Elevate knowledge of MBE in teaching pedagogy
• Increase professional learning opportunities for educators
• Infuse evidenced-informed strategies into curriculum and resources
• Prioritize student understanding of how the brain learns

Enhancements to the Elementary Schedule
•
•
•
•

Standardize elementary school schedules system-wide to support the development of the whole child
Incorporate a flexible utility block to afford personalized learning, similar to that of middle and high schools
Boost student exposure to science and social studies
Increase opportunities for social interaction and student movement

Personalized Learning
•
•
•
•

Recognize that there is no one-size-fits-all approach in classroom instruction
Facilitate the academic success of students by determining their needs, interests, and aspirations, and then
provide customized experiences
Elevate student voice to provide more input over time, place, path and pace of learning
Expand focus on standards-based teaching, learning, and reporting

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)
•
•

Continue to focus on SEL at all grade levels
Enhance mental health supports through FCPS staff and increased community partnerships

“This vision constitutes a transformational shift in the purpose and potential of education, a dismantling of the
systems that constrain the vision, grounded in what we know today about human development, the development of
the brain, and learning science.”
Canton, P., Lerner, R.M., Pittman, K.J., Chase, P.A., & Gomperts, N. (2021). Whole Child Development, Learning, and Thriving: A Dynamic
Systems Approach (Elements in Child Development) [E -book]. Cambridge University Press. https://www.cambridge.org/core
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Priority Standards
FCPS Curriculum Specialists have identified priority standards in each content area, grade level and course. During the
2021/2022 school year, educators will use the prioritized standards to:
• Allow teachers to focus on the most critical components of learning.
• Provide time for teachers to address any unfinished learning from the previous grade level or course.

Blended Virtual Program
•
•

MSDE approved program for kindergarten through grade 12
Students remain connected to home school communities while using virtual strategies to build class culture and
support social-emotional learning

Athletics and Extracurricular Activities
FCPS values the sports, the arts, and other extra-curricular activities.
• All athletics and extra-curricular activities are expected to resume conventional operations on August 11, 2021
• Athletic Eligibility Regulation will be reinstated at the end of the first term
• Spectator capacity and event admission will return to normal
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