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Welcome to Fifth Grade in the
Frederick County Public Schools!
This will be an exciting year for you and your child. This guide includes child
development stages, samples of curricula and activities to reinforce learning
at home. Please use this guide throughout the year as a resource to help
you gain a better understanding of your child’s school experience. A strong
home-school connection will assist your child in reaching his/her fullest
academic potential while enjoying a positive and successful school year.

Working Together To Build
Lifelong Learners
Children become lifelong learners through daily exposure to opportunities
that encourage curiosity, self-direction, creativity and critical thinking.
Included are strategies that will help your child throughout elementary
school, as well as in life:
• Reading
Reading is one of the most valuable experiences you can provide for
your child. Reading to your child, having your child read to you and
having your child see you read, will enhance the importance of literacy.
• Problem Solving
Assist your child in choosing the most appropriate or most reasonable
solution to a problem. Encourage your child to explain why a certain
solution or answer was chosen.
• Communicating
Create daily opportunities for conversation with your child. Take turns
talking and listening to daily events or stories.
• Cooperating
Provide opportunities for your child to interact with others in a positive
manner (play games, take turns, share).
• Valuing Learning
Show your child that education is important by participating in his/her
education. Show your interest by asking questions, praising your child’s
efforts and reviewing daily events.
• Modeling Good Citizenship
Assist your child in becoming a responsible member of the community.
Model the Character Counts pillars: Caring, Trustworthiness,
Responsibility, Citizenship, Fairness, Respect.

Fitting the Pieces Together
Fifth Grade
What you will find on the following pages…
Developmental Stages
Each child grows and develops in a unique way. This section of the guide
is designed to give you general information concerning the development
of children. Because child development is an ongoing process, this section
includes a three-year look at how children in this age group change and
grow. A typical 10 year old child will be in a variety of places in this three
year look.
Samples of Curricula
This section of the guide is written to introduce you to samples of the
curricula that your child will experience this year. Within this section,
you will find a list of areas (language arts, mathematics, science, social
studies, art, music, physical education, health education) that will be
studied, samples of curricula that will be taught and family activities to
reinforce learning at home. Please remember that the left hand column
displays the curriculum the teachers use. The right hand column is most
important for you. It offers a variety of activities and games you can
easily do at home to reinforce your child’s learning. While we have tried to
explain all confusing terms, you may still have questions. For answers, go to
www.FCPS.org, ask your child’s teacher, or ask the school administrators to
point you in the right direction to find the information you want.

Child Development 9,10,11 years
Remember... Your fifth grade child will be somewhere on these pages
Age

Physical

Personal

• Body changes may occur
• Overdoes things he/she
likes to do

• Complains (task is too hard)
• Wants independence and
separateness respected
• Returns to babyish
behavior
• Tends to worry
• Seeks parental approval

•
•
•
•

Changes in body
Exhibits impulsiveness
Tends to be careless
Chooses activities and
things he/she wants to do

• Experiences the beginning
of the end of childhood
• Cries when criticized
• Shows security with family
identity
• Exhibits spontaneous
reactions
• Begins to question unknown
• Cannot take a joke on self
• Gets even, spiting others as
a way to cope

•
•
•
•

Enters puberty
Exhibits awkwardness
Appears fidgety
Speaks loudly

•
•
•
•
•

years of age

years of age

•
•
•
years of age

•

Appears moody
Exhibits silliness
Appears self-conscious
Tends to be self-centered
Worries about peer
acceptance
Begins to evaluate peers by
physical appearance
Has clear ideas and opinions
Begins to be independent,
dependable, trustworthy
Follows rules

Listening and Language
Development

Social

Intellectual

• Loyal and devoted friend
• Affected by what others
say
• Enjoys running errands
• Stands up for others when
needed
• Boy-girl attraction, but not
much playing together
• Loves to talk about him/
herself
• Forms temporary clubs

• Needs to help make
decisions about rules/limits
• Likes fairness
• Exhibits a self-motivated
work ethic
• Uses verbal skills to solve
conflicts and communicate
• Prefers a “fair” appraisal of
work
• Makes lists
• Realist

• Listens in a focused
manner for extended
period of time
• Begins to evaluate what is
heard
• Follows multi-step
directions
• Begins paraphrasing
• Concentrates well in small
group discussion
• Uses complete sentences

• Needs to be accepted by
group
• Criticizes self
• Accepts responsibility for
younger children
• Exhibits friendliness and is
team oriented
• Exhibits talkativeness and
wordiness
• Demonstrates a fondness
for secrets
• Tends to be shy to give
opinion for fear of hurting
someone else’s feelings

• Exhibits curiosity and selfmotivation
• Loves to soak up
information and memorize
facts
• Copies paragraphs of
information, but does not
necessarily understand
them
• Tends to think better than
write
• Welcomes discussion of
personal and social problems

• Enjoys participating in
class discussions
• Incorporates new
vocabulary
• Speaks with ease in a
variety of situations
• Feels more comfortable
in spontaneous speaking
situations

• Wants to act like a
teenager
• Loves overnights
• Imitates
• Exhibits generosity
• Exhibits friendliness
• Tends to have stormy
friendships that are hard
to maintain

•
•
•
•
•

• Begins to listen with a
critical ear
• Listens and analyzes
• Displays comfort in
spontaneous speaking
situations
• Begins participating in
debates
• Uses language dramatically

Loves humor
Loves being informed
Exhibits competitiveness
Demands fairness
Begins to realize parents
aren’t perfect
• Displays curiosity
• Likes things to be
predictable

Language Arts

In language arts, students read to comprehend informational and literary text.
Students communicate orally and in writing to inform, persuade and express
personal ideas. During the course of the year, children will be offered a wide
variety of opportunities to learn and develop these skills.

Reading Literature
Students will read and understand stories, poems and plays.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Read and comprehend literature, • Visit your local library. Ask the librarian to help you find
including stories, dramas, and
stories from different genres, such as mysteries or
poetry.
adventures. Read at least two.
• Compare and contrast stories in
• Ask your child to tell you how the stories are the same or
the same genre (e.g., mysteries
different.
and adventure stories) on their
• After reading, ask your child what lesson was learned,
approaches to similar themes and
paying close attention to the theme (ex: friendship,
topics.
trustworthiness, overcoming challenges, etc.).
• Cite specific textual evidence
when explaining what the text
says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

• Choose a fiction text of interest. With your child, break the
text into smaller sections by chapter or every few pages.
• Assist your child in periodically restating, retelling,
paraphrasing, and/or summarizing while reading.

Language Arts

• Choose a novel from the local library’s summer reading list.
• Compare and contrast two or
With your child, focus on what the main characters do, say,
more characters, in a story or
and feel. Think about how the characters interact with one
drama, drawing on specific details
another.
in the text (e.g., how characters
interact).
• Discuss how the characters exhibit different traits, and
focus on how the characters’ actions affect the plot. How
do the characters change from the beginning to end of the
story? Do all characters change?

Reading Informational
Students will read and understand factual articles,
non-fiction books, and other factual materials.

Family Activities

• Read and comprehend
informational texts, including
history/social studies, science,
and technical texts.
• Determine two or more main
ideas of a text and explain
how they are supported by key
details; summarize the text.

• Select non-fiction text on a topic of interest. Help your
child turn the title, headings, and/or subheadings into
questions to set a purpose for reading.
• During reading, encourage your child to read to find the
answers to his/her questions.
• Have your child put “hot spots” (self-sticking flags) or
sticky notes on important ideas as he/she reads and have
your child explain to you why he/she put the notes in those
places.

• Cite specific textual evidence
when explaining what the text
says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

• Assist your child in choosing a non-fiction text of interest.
Break the text into smaller sections by chapter or every
few pages.
• Ask your child to periodically restate, retell, paraphrase,
and/or summarize while reading.

• Integrate information from
several texts on the same topic
in order to write or speak about
the subject knowledgeably.

• Choose a topic of interest from the field of science,
technology, engineering, or math.
• Visit the local library or use the FCPS recommended
student databases to find several sources that relate to
your topic. (Links can be found on your school’s media center
homepage.)
• As your child gathers information, help him/her keep track
of which source the information came from. Allow your child
to share his/her findings with your family.

Language Arts

Samples of Curricula

Writing

Language Arts

Students will continue to develop the ability
to express ideas in a variety of written forms.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Write opinion pieces on topics or
texts, supporting a point of view
with reasons and information.

• Help your child formulate an opinion on a topic that could be
supported with reasons and evidence.
• Your child should organize thinking by grouping ideas
logically: State an opinion, provide 3 reasons, and state
evidence for each reason.
• Assist your child in expressing his/her opinion either orally
or in written form.

• Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas and information
clearly.

• Refer to the last family activity suggestion for reading
informational text. Using the information gathered on your
child’s selected topic, help him/her prepare to write a short
piece to share the findings.
• Your child should:
♦♦Clearly introduce the topic, and provide a general focus.
♦♦Group related information logically, using headings.
♦♦Enhance the writing by adding illustrations and
multimedia.

• Write narratives to develop
real or imagined experiences or
events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear
event sequences.

• Provide your child with a notebook in which he/she can write
about daily events and keep track of ideas for creative
writing.
• Encourage your child to convey thoughts and experiences in
a logical way.
• Have your child choose an idea from the notebook to
publish, using word processing or cursive handwriting.
• Encourage your child to share with family members.

• Conduct short research projects
that use several sources (print
and digital) to build knowledge
through investigation of
different aspects of a topic.

• Help your child identify a real world problem, issue, or
something he/she wonders about.
• Read about the topic online or using text from the library.
(Be sure to help your child use safe online practices.)
• Make sure your child’s sources are credible, reliable, and
will help him/her develop the research.
• Help your child summarize or paraphrase information in
notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
• Allow your child to share the research with his/her family.

Language
Students will use correct grammar, spelling, and word choice in writing.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities
• Choose a novel from the local library’s summer reading list.
Discuss with your child how the author uses punctuation,
including placement of commas and quotation marks in
dialogue.
• Point out places in your child’s writing he/she could include
punctuation the way that the author did.

• Produce complete sentences,
recognizing and correcting
inappropriate fragments and
run-ons.

• With your child, analyze effective models of writing for
examples of complete sentences.
• Help your child revise his/her own writing focusing on
incomplete sentences, fragments, and run-ons.

• Interpret figurative language,
including similes, metaphors, and
idioms in context.

• With your child, read books which incorporate figures of
speech. Go to www.FCPL.org. Click on “Search the Catalog”
and then type in metaphor or idiom for a list of books.
♦♦A metaphor compares two similar objects or situations
without using like or as (ex: I am green with envy).
♦♦A simile compares ideas using like or as (ex: as soft as
snow).
♦♦An idiom is a figure of speech (ex: hit the road).
• Help your child use context to interpret the meaning of the
figurative language mentioned above.

• Use common, grade-appropriate
Greek and Latin affixes
(prefixes/suffixes) and roots
as clues to the meaning of
a word (e.g., photograph,
photosynthesis).

• When your child is reading and comes to an unknown word,
encourage him/her to use what he/she has learned about
meanings of word parts, as well as using information in
sentences, to figure out the meaning of the unknown word.

Language Arts

• Use commas and quotation
marks to mark direct speech and
quotations from a text.

Speaking and Listening
Students will continue to develop effective speaking skills in a variety of situations.
Students will continue to develop listening skills to learn,
process, and analyze information.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions.

• Have a family meeting to discuss a relevant topic. Ideas
could include chores, meals, schedules, etc.
• Guide your child to express his/her own ideas clearly and
ask appropriate questions about the topic.

• Report on a topic, sequencing
ideas logically and using
appropriate facts; speak clearly
at an understandable pace.

• In person or via phone, have your child interview an adult
family member on a topic of interest.
• Share the information gathered during the interview with
family members.
• As your child shares, encourage the use of appropriate
non-verbal techniques to enhance communication, such as
eye-contact, facial expressions, and gestures.
• Encourage your child to speak at an appropriate rate,
volume, and tone.

• Report on a topic or present an
opinion, sequencing ideas logically
and using appropriate facts.
• Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and tasks, using formal
English when appropriate.

• Refer to any of the family activities for Writing.
• Help your child prepare to effectively communicate one of
the pieces orally to an audience.
• Before sharing, revise the oral presentation based on the
intended audience. (Ex: Sharing with a younger sibling would
require less formal language than sharing with adults.)

Language Arts

• Before visiting community sites (ex: Earth and Space
• Summarize the points a speaker
Science Lab, Gettysburg, Rose Hill Manor, etc.), discuss with
makes and explain how each claim
your child how listening to oral presentations can lead to
is supported by reasons and
questions. (Presentations can also be found online.)
evidence.
• Discuss the points that the speaker made and the evidence
supporting each point.

Mathematics is a way of thinking and communicating. Students must practice
mathematical reasoning and skills with accuracy, efficiency and flexibility in order to
create and communicate strategies for solving a problem, choose appropriate tools
to solve problems, discuss, listen, observe and ask questions to obtain mathematical
information, and explore mathematical concepts as they apply to personal experiences.
The goal is for students to demonstrate positive attitudes toward mathematics
in school, culture, and society.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Students will algebraically represent, model, analyze, or solve mathematical or
real-world problems involving patterns or functional relationships.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Write simple expressions
that record calculations with
numbers, and interpret numerical
expressions without evaluating
them.

• With your child, solve simple math problems. For example,
Al picked 28 apples and put them equally into 4 groups and
then he ate 2 of the apples. Write an expression to show
this.
• Look for other situations in real life that you could express
mathematically.

• Generate two numerical patterns
using two given rules. Identify
apparent relationships between
corresponding terms. Form
ordered pairs consisting of
corresponding terms from the
two patterns, and graph the
ordered pairs on a coordinate
plane.

• With your child, create a table with 2 columns. In the left
column, record the morning temperature. In the right
column record the time. Suppose the temperature increases
by 7 degrees every 3 hours. Complete both sides of the
table. Look for and discuss the pattern and relationships
between the 2 columns.
• Together do an Extension Activity that links to Geometry.
Graph the temperature and time data on a coordinate plane.
(See Geometry activities.)

Math

Math

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
Students will describe, represent, or apply numbers or their relationships and will
estimate and compute using mental strategies, paper/pencil or technology.

Samples of Curricula
• Compare two decimals to
thousandths based on meanings
of the digits in each place, using
>, =, and < symbols to record the
results of comparisons.

Family Activities
• With your child, visit the following websites about the
Baltimore Orioles and the Washington Nationals. (Look
under the STATS tab.) Pick 2 players and analyze their
statistics. Look at the baseball Batting Averages of the
top player. Between the top 2 players, who has the better
batting average? Find more players to compare. Find other
statistics to compare as well.
Websites:
http://baltimore.orioles.mlb.com/
http://washington.nations.mlb.com/

• Recognize that in a multi-digit
• With your child, discuss which number is larger: 2.9 or
2.09? Explain your thinking.
number, a digit in ones place
represents 10 times as much
• Make up various numbers with decimals to the thousandths.
as it represents in the place
Quiz each other. Figure out the % of the number correct.
to its right and 1/10 of what it
Have a competition to see who can score the highest!
represents in the place to its left.
• Read and write decimals to
thousandths using base-ten
numerals, number names, and
expanded form, e.g., 347.392 = 3
× 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × (1/10) +
9 × (1/100) + 2 × (1/1000).

• Together with your child, discuss made up problems. For
example in a race the times are measured to thousandths of
a second. The winner’s time is 12.523 seconds. What might
the times of the other eight runners be?
• Write each of the runners’ times in expanded form.

Math

• Add, subtract, multiply, and divide • Go to your favorite clothing website. Have a pretend
decimals to hundredths, using
shopping spree with your child. Have your child total up the
concrete models or drawings and
prices by adding the values. Give your child a budget. If
strategies based on place value,
he/she goes over budget, subtract prices until the total is
properties of operations, and/or
within the given budget. Once the total is found and it fits
the relationship between addition
within the budget, tell your child that there is a sale! Take
and subtraction; relate the
30% off the total. This is done by multiplying the total by
strategy to a written method and
.30. You will then figure out 30% of the total. Subtract the
explain the reasoning used.
30% from the total and this is the new price to pay. Pretend
that you, the parent, will pay for 1/3 of the total and the
child will pay the other 2/3. How much is the parent paying?
How much is the child paying?
• Fluently multiply multi-digit
whole numbers using the
standard algorithm.
• Find whole-number quotients
of whole numbers with up to
four-digit dividends and twodigit divisors, using strategies
based on place value, the
properties of operations, and/
or the relationship between
multiplication and division.

• Use a deck of playing cards and remove the face cards.
1. Work with a partner. Shuffle the cards and place them
face down in a pile.
2. Take four cards each and arrange them to make a twodigit by two-digit multiplication problem. The aim is to
make the largest product possible.
3. Write out your multiplication problems and solve them.
4. Check each other’s answers with a calculator. The player
with the largest product scores 1 point.
5. Keep going until one of you has 10 points.

Numbers and Operations - Fractions
Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Add and subtract fractions with
unlike denominators (including
mixed numbers) by replacing
given fractions with equivalent
fractions in such a way as to
produce an equivalent sum or
difference of fractions with like
denominators.

• Make lemonade using lemon juice and water. Use 3/4 of
a quart of lemon juice and 2/3 quart of water. How much
lemonade did you make? (Hint: 3/4 + 2/3=?)

• Apply and extend previous
understandings of multiplication
and division to multiply and divide
fractions.

• Find your favorite recipe for cookies. Either double the
recipe by multiplying each fractional measurement by 2, or
divide the recipe in half by cutting each ingredient in half.

• Find the area of a rectangle
with fractional side lengths by
tiling it with unit squares of the
appropriate unit fraction side
lengths, and show that the area
is the same as would be found
by multiplying the side lengths.
Multiply fractional side lengths
to find areas of rectangles, and
represent fraction products as
rectangular areas.

• Pretend you are getting a new carpet in your house.
Measure a room in your house that you’d like to put down
carpet. (Try to pick a room that is a square or rectangle).
Find the length and width of the room to the nearest ¼ of
an inch. What is the total area for the room? If the carpet
costs $2.39 per square foot, how much will the carpet cost?
• Do problems with your child. For example, here is an
example of a room in the White House. It measures 12 ¾
feet by 10 ½ feet. What is the area of this room? If carpet
costs $5.75 per square foot, how much will the carpet cost?

Math

Students will describe, represent, or model fractions and their relationships
to other fractions and/or a whole using visual models.

Measurement and Data Analysis
Students will identify attributes, units, or systems of measurement to apply a
variety of techniques, formulas, tools, or technology for determining measurement.
Students will collect, organize, display, analyze, or interpret data
to make decisions or predictions.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Recognize volume as an attribute • Save empty boxes. Together, measure the length, width and
of solid figures and understand
height of the box. Record the measurements. Multiply the
concepts of volume measurement.
length, width and height to calculate the volume. Measure
several boxes and place them in order from the smallest
volume to the largest volume.
Students can use this free website to explore virtual
manipulative to create solid figures using cubes.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=125

Math

• Convert among different-sized
• Do math problems of interest with your child. For example,
standard measurement units
at the playoff game the receiver ran three runs totaling 10
yards, 12 yards, and 24 yards. How many total feet did the
within a given measurement
receiver run?
system (e.g., convert 5 cm to 0.05
m), and use these conversions
in solving multi-step, real world
problems.

Geometry
Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Classify two-dimensional figures
into categories based on their
properties.

• Go on a hunt around your home for 2-D shapes…or draw
shapes on paper. You can find shapes at http://www.funstuff-to-do.com/images/geometric-shapes-to-print-2D.jpg.
Put them into a paper bag. Take turns pulling out the
shapes. Count the sides. Look at the angles that form at the
corners.
• Try sorting the shapes in different ways. For example,
put all of the 4 sided shapes together (Quadrilaterals).
Put shapes that have 2 acute angles and 2 obtuse angles
together. Be creative and have fun with how you sort!

• Represent real world and
mathematical problems by
graphing points in the first
quadrant of a coordinate plane.
Analyze the meaning of the
coordinates in a given, real world,
situation.

• Have your child set a goal to earn something he/she wants
to buy. Set up an allowance system to have your child earn
money to reach this goal. Together, keep track of the money
he/she earns on a weekly basis in a chart form. Create a
graph that shows the relationship between the hours your
child works and the amount of money saved. (An example
of a graph is provided below.) Ask your child, “At this rate
of earnings, at what point will you reach your goal?” “What
could you do to earn more money per hour to reach the goal
faster?” Discuss what the graph might look like if more
money was earned per hour.

Math

Students will apply the properties of one-, two-, or three- dimensional geometric figures
to describe, reason, or solve problems about shape, size, position, or motion of objects.

Social Studies

Students will demonstrate commitment to human dignity, justice and the
democratic process, work cooperatively and accept group decisions while
respecting individual rights and developing a common culture.

Political Science

Social Studies

Students will understand the historical development and current status of the
democratic principles and the development of skills and attitudes necessary
to become responsible citizens.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Describe the development of the
three branches of government
and the basic rights and
responsibilities of citizens.

• Talk with your child about the importance of participating in
government as an American citizen–voting, following law, etc.
Give examples of how you and your neighbors participate.
• Read newspaper articles about Maryland government and
discuss how it impacts you as a Maryland citizen.

• Describe the due process
protections in the Bill of Rights.

• Conduct a family mock trial which highlights due process for
your child.

• Explain the characteristics of
limited/unlimited governments
such as monarchies and
democracies.

• Talk about how the United States is a democracy.
• Read newspaper articles with your child that highlight
different types of government.
• For a week, make decisions in your home as they are made
in a democracy, a monarchy, a dictatorship. Talk about daily
life in different types of government.

Peoples of the Nation and World
Students will understand how people in Maryland, the United States,
and around the world are alike different.

Samples of Curricula

• Read Dear America books together.
• Watch movies set in the pre-settlement or colonial time
period. Discuss how people of this era are different from
people today.

• Analyze the religious beliefs of
• Live as early settlers did for an hour or a day – no running
early settlers, the motives for
water, no refrigerator, no television, etc. Discuss how life
migration, and the difficulties
was very different then compared to the comforts we have
encountered in early settlements.
now.
• Analyze how the influx of
immigrants led to economic
growth and cultural diversity.

• Chart with your child the diversity in your community. Talk
about how this diversity occurred. Interview, with your
child, a student new to the school.
• Get to know your neighbors by talking with them about your
culture and asking to learn more about their culture and
ethnic background.

Geography
Students will use geographic concepts and processes to understand location
and its relationship to human activities.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Use geographic tools (varieties
• Visit historical places in and around Frederick that would
of maps, globes, and atlases), map
show changes over time.
components (title, compass rose, • Provide descriptions of historical places and have your child
simple grid system, scale, legend/
examine a map to determine where these places may be
key, date and author) and land
located (ex: describe the battle of the Monocacy. Your child
features (natural, physical, and
should be able to locate a battlefield near the Monocacy
human) to describe and compare
River).
how places and regions changed
from early settlement through
the colonial period.
• Compare ways Native American
societies used the natural
environment for food, clothing,
and shelter.

• Research Native Americans from Maryland and have a meal
made only of foods the Native Americans would have eaten.
Recipes can be found at:
http://www.kstrom.net/isk/food/recipes.html.

• Compare geographic locations
and physical features of
settlements in early America,
such as the thirteen colonies,
Jamestown, Plymouth, St. Mary’s
City, Boston, Philadelphia,
Charleston, and New York City.

• Take a virtual tour of the thirteen colonies. Compare the
similarities and differences between the colonies.
• With your child, decide in which of the thirteen colonies he
or she would have liked to live and why. Go to the website
for that state and review its history.

Social Studies

• Analyze how groups of people in
America from pre-settlement
through the colonial period
interacted, shared culture,
compromised, and resolved
conflict.

Family Activities

Economics
Students will identify the economic principles and processes that are
helpful to producers and consumers when making good decisions.

Social Studies

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Identify the natural, capital,
and human resources used in
the production of goods and
services in places and regions
of colonial America and the
consequences of specialized work
on interdependence, trade, and
economic growth.

• Choose a good in your household and identify the capital,
human, and natural resources used in the production
of the good. Additional information can be found at
http://www.econed.org.
• Discuss how the manufacture of goods has changed over
time.

• Explain how technology changed
the production of goods and
services, such as wheat/grist
mills, crops/farm equipment,
horseshoe/artisan tools, and
candies/candle molds.

• Talk with your child about how technology has changed the
world from when you were a child. Discuss what you gained
from these new technologies and what you lost.
• Discuss how it must have been for the early settlers and
some of the technological advances that improved their
lives.

• Explain how colonists were
forced to change their
purchasing habits based on the
scarcity of goods imposed by
taxes.

• At the grocery store, discuss with your child what you
would do if the product you wanted is not available or is at a
higher price than you planned to pay.
• Explain to your child how taxation affects your purchasing
decisions. Would you travel to Delaware for a tax-free car
or would you consider the cost of travel to outweigh the
financial benefits?
• What taxes do you pay? List all the things that you buy or
that someone buys for you in the next week. Record and
total the taxes. Who gets the tax money?

History
Students will use historical thinking skills to understand how
individuals and events have changed society over time.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities
• Read books and poems about America from pre-settlement
through the Revolution.
♦♦Paul Revere’s Ride
♦♦Johnny Tremain
♦♦Early Thunder
♦♦Kate’s Trunk
♦♦Aaron and the Green Mountain Boys.
• Review taxes imposed by the British government.
http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_
Revolution.html.
• Develop a token system of rewards for work or good
behavior. Tell your child that he/she can exchange the
saved tokens for an item he/she wants to purchase. When
your child has a few tokens, begin taxing him/her to use the
bathroom, drinking fountain, paper, and so on. Compare your
child’s feelings to those of Colonists.

• Describe the religious,
political, and economic motives
of individuals who migrated
to North America and the
difficulties they encountered.

• Talk about why people migrate to the United States. Discuss
if these reasons are similar or different from why early
Americans migrated.
• Discuss possible reasons why your family’s ancestors came
to America.

• Identify the origin, destination,
and goals of the North American
Explorers.

• With your child, identify a North American explorer.
Conduct research with your child that involves where this
explorer came from, where the explorer ventured, and the
explorer’s motivation.

Social Studies

• Analyze the chronology and
significance of key historical
events in America from presettlement through Revolution.

Science

Students explore the life, physical and earth/space sciences through a discovery,
hands-on approach to learning. The essential science knowledge for grade 5 is
embedded within the Communities, Electricity, Magnets, & Electromagnetism,
and Geology units. During each of these science units, students will develop the thinking
and acting that is part of the practice of science by constructing knowledge through
scientific investigations, applying evidence and reasoning to support explanations,
and Communicating findings to inform others.

Earth Science:
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain the chemical and physical
interactions (i.e. natural forces and cycles, transfer of energy) of the environment,
Earth and the universe that occur over time.

Science

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Compare how agents of erosion
(water, waves, wind and ice) and
the deposition of rocks and soil
shape and reshape the planet’s
surface.

• With your child, observe and discuss different examples
around your neighborhood where the earth is being
weathered or eroded by wind or running water.
• Look for ways erosion is being controlled and prevented
around your community. Point out sites where development
is occurring and discuss what developers have to do to
prevent erosion.

• Differentiate between rocks and
minerals.

• Collect rocks and minerals and sort them into groups based
on physical properties (ex: color, hardness, luster and
streak).

• Recognize and explain that
fossils provide evidence about
the plants and animals that lived
long ago and about the nature of
the environment at that time.

• Visit your local library with your child. Gather books about
fossils and discuss what we can learn from fossils.

Life Science:
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain the dynamic nature of living
things, their interactions, and the results from the interactions that occur over time.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Identify the cyclic path of
raw materials, producers, and
decomposers in a community.

• With your child, start a compost pile to demonstrate the
decomposition of plant material over time.
• Observe and talk about the decay that happens over time,
how this decayed material can be used to fertilize next
year’s garden, etc.
• Start a worm farm to show decomposition.

• Cite evidence that individuals
and groups of organisms interact
with each other and their
environment.

• Talk with your child about the increase in the deer
population in Frederick County. Talk about possible reasons
for this increase, for instance abundant food from farms,
fewer natural predators, etc.

• Recognize that some source
of energy is needed for all
organisms to grow and survive.

• Since all plants need energy from the sun and almost all
animal food can be traced back to plants, play a game “Food
Chain” to see who can make the longest chain (ex: The lion
eats a cat, a cat eats a mouse, the mouse eats grain, and the
grain gets energy from the sun.).

Physical Science:
Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 1) the composition,
structure, and interactions of matter in order to support the predictability of
structure and energy transformation and 2) the interactions of matter and
energy and the energy transformations that occur.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Investigate and describe
evidence that electricity
requires a closed loop in order to
produce measurable effects.

• Brainstorm systems in your home that use a closed circuit
(ex: light switch, doorbell) where the “on/off” switch opens
and closes the circuit.

• Cite evidence supporting that
• Explore magnets and how they are attracted to different
materials even from a distance.
forces can act on objects without
touching them.

Science

• Provide evidence that heat can
• Discuss with your child why styrofoam keeps hot liquids hot,
be transferred in different ways.
and cold liquids cold, better than paper cups. Discuss why
people wear light colored clothes instead of dark colors in
the sun.

Specials

All students in full day Kindergarten and grades one through five are offered
daily opportunities to participate in specials-- art, music and physical education.
Each special area has a curriculum that integrates classroom learning and
strengthens student abilities in physical education and the arts. In addition,
there is a health education curriculum for each grade level.

Music

Specials

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Aesthetics

• Help your child make connections between music and math
(Ex: When eating a pizza, first cut it in half. Ask your child
what the note values of the two pieces represent. Divide
again into four pieces, and finally into eight, each time
asking what the note values would be. Eat a slice and ask
what that space would be called). Repeat this activity with a
pan of brownies, cutting into sixteen pieces.
• Listen to your child play a variety of songs on his recorder.

• Historical/Cultural

• Talk with your child about the many career opportunities
for music.

• Creative expression, production

• Read a poem with your child. Have him/her create musical
sounds to accompany it.

• Criticism

• Listen to an entire piece of music with your child. Have a
discussion about the parts of the piece. Ask your child to
use music vocabulary to express his/her opinion.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Aesthetics

• Talk with your child about the art he/she sees in the world
around and how that artwork makes your child feel.
• Ask your child if he/she thinks the artwork is something
he/she would like or wouldn’t like to hang or have in his/her
home. Why or why not?

• Historical/Cultural

• Have your child create art that shows an event in the
family.
• Have your child write a story and then draw a picture of
that story.
• Talk about how art helps us understand events from the
past.
• Talk about the many career opportunities for artists.

• Production

• Using a variety of art materials, continue to create
artworks that represent things that your child has seen or
imagined.

• Criticism

• Have your child find and/or create artworks that use all the
art elements (line, shape, form, texture, space, color and
value).
• Have your child point to and identify the art elements seen
in an artwork.

Specials

Art

Physical Education

Specials

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Exercise Physiology

• With your child, practice stretching exercises for two
weeks and see if there are differences in flexibility.
• Have your child set personal fitness goals and design a plan
of action.

• Biomechanical Principles

• Have your child create a dance which include a variety of
balancing movements (Ex: Holding a foot in the air, hopping,
standing on one foot, etc.).

• Skillfulness

• While watching a team sport, talk with your child about the
offensive and defensive team plays.
• Encourage your child to play outdoors.

• Social Psychological Principles

• Practice safety.
• Accept and appreciate individual differences.
• Demonstrate pillars of character: Respect,
Trustworthiness, Citizenship, Caring, Responsibility and
Fairness.

• Physical Activity

• Talk to your child about the use of heart rate monitors in
physical education class.

• Motor Learning Priciples

• Identify that personal skill development results from
participation, practice and natural ability.
• Encourage your child to use self-assessment to improve
skills through journaling, fitness log, etc.

Samples of Curricula

Family Activities

• Mental and Emotional Health

• Identify and model verbal and non-verbal methods of
communication.
• With your child, select a component of wellbeing and
develop a plan for self-change (Ex: more rest, healthier
foods, more exercise).

• Nutrition and Fitness

• Identify how body image affects eating habits.
• With your child create a menu based on the Food Guide
Pyramid.

• Disease Prevention and Control

• Explain how the body fights infection.
• Explain how the immune system responds to disease.
• Identify personal habits that increase the risk of getting a
disease.
• Analyze the effects of disease on the family.

• Family Life and Human Sexuality

• Explain how physical and socio-emotional growth and
maturity are interrelated.

• Safety and Injury Prevention

• List safe practices for the use of household products.
• Demonstrate an understanding of non-violent strategies to
resolve conflict.

• Alcohol, Tobacco and Other
Drugs

• Talk with your child about the strategies he/she can use to
resist pressure to use tobacco.
• Identify and practice strategies for dealing with peer
pressure.

• Personal and Consumer Health

• Identify personal health needs.
• Describe how conditions of the environment affect health.

Specials

Health Education

FREDERICK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ELEMENTARY REPORT CARD GRADE 5
Teacher:
School Year:

Student:
Student ID:
Enrolled Grade: 5

School:
Principal:
Telephone:

Term:

+ Receives Essential Curriculum with Extension
√ Receives Essential Curriculum
* Receives Alternative Curriculum Based on Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
/ Receives Essential Curriculum with Intervention
A = Exemplary performance towards meeting grade level standards
Explanation of Grades
B = Skilled performance towards meeting grade level standards
C = Satisfactory performance towards meeting grade level standards
D = Minimal performance towards meeting grade level standards
F = Unacceptable performance towards meeting grade level standards
NE = Not evaluated at this time
4 = Consistently
3 = Most of the Time 2 = Inconsistently
1=Rarely
0= Not Demonstrating
Effort & Personal and Social Development Coding
Instructional Level

Curricular Area

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Term
Instructional Level

1

2

3

4

Curricular Area

Term

1

2

3

4

ART
Demonstrates Skills and Concepts

Applies Skills and Concepts in Reading
Applies Skills and Concepts in Writing
Demonstrates Effort
Comments

Demonstrates Effort
Comments

MUSIC
Demonstrates Skills and Concepts

MATHEMATICS

Instructional Level

Demonstrates Skills and Concepts
Applies Problem Solving Strategies
Demonstrates Effort
Comments

Demonstrates Effort
Comments

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Demonstrates Skills and Concepts
Demonstrates Effort

SOCIAL STUDIES

Comments

Demonstrates Skills and Concepts
Demonstrates Effort
Comments

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Interacts appropriately with peers
Shows initiative and self-direction
Uses classroom materials appropriately
Follows classroom/school rules and routines
Engages/maintains attention to learning tasks
Shows courtesy and consideration for others
Uses strategies to solve social problems
Handles changes and transitions
Exhibits self-control
Listens attentively to adults/peers
Follows oral directions
Follows written directions
Organizes self and materials
Comments

SCIENCE
Demonstrates Skills and Concepts
Demonstrates Effort
Comments

Services Received
IEP
ELL
504
Intervention

School Absences
Lawful Unlawful
Partial days this term
Days absent this term
Days absent this school year
Cumulative attendance rate

Interim Issued
Term

94% is the proficient standard

1

2

3

4

If you would like additional information, please contact
your child’s teacher, the school administrator,
or the following central office personnel:
Title

Phone Number

Coordinator of Early Childhood Education and Judy Center

301-696-6864

Elementary Language Arts Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5328

Elementary Mathematics Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5057

Elementary Science Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5057

Elementary Social Studies Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5328

Elementary Physical Education Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5161

Elementary Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Specialist

301-644-5161

In addition, visit our Frederick County Public Schools website – www.fcps.org
for more information about our curricula and school system.

