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THS BLOSSOMS IN SPRING
Juniors Alex Back & Reyna Flores

BY ALICE LEE

SMASHING RALLY

Torrance High School’s last allschool rally occurred in the gym on March 15.
Each class decorated their side of the gym,
and the decorations mirrored the video game
Super Smash Bro’s. Gym decorations’ winners
were: the Seniors placed first, juniors second,
sophomores third, and freshman fourth.
The Seniors resembled their decorations with many characters from the video
game. The rally began with the scream contest
with the same results as above. Commissioner
of Academics Keech Morofuji and Commissioner of Athletics Kaylee Sasaki announced
the Athlete and Student of the Month awards.
The Color Guard then performed an exquisite
routine within the six minutes allotted.
The game for this rally was Grab
the Smash Ball. This game consist ed of a
package,
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THS Drill

a pool noodle, and persistence. Each player was
wrapped in a noodle and ran toward the “box,”
or smash ball. First one to the box wins.
The juniors won first for the co-ed
rounds. The freshmen simply won quickly in
the girl duo round with strong girls competing.
Lastly, the seniors won instantly in the boy duo
round with their two powerful boys. The Drill
Team amazed the onlookers with a gyrations to
the popular Earth, Wind, and Fire song “September.”
The finale was ASB Historian Nove- THS Drumline/Band
lyn Nobleza filming the last video clip for the
upcoming Lip Dub video. Each class participated as they sang along and threw the balloons in
the air. Band, Drill, and the Associated Student
Body sang along. The Seniors won the class
competition (what a surprise!) and the students
sang the Alma Mater with heart and soul!

Daezsa Pasion (11)
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Junior Daezsa Pasion has been honing her writing skills since elementary school,
but truly found her passion for composition in
her sophomore year at Torrance High School.
Daezsa placed 1st in the Annual Gardena
Optimist Club Essay Contest and received
honorable mention in the Visions of Unity
competition. Daezsa said, “Participating in
the two competitions helped me grow as a
writer. It was an enjoyable experience and
I will continue to compete!” It was her first
time competing in any writing event and she
did very well! What are they doing in those
sophomore English classes?

CAUSE FOR CONCERN

BY JESSICA TANG
Litzy Toledo (11), Alice Lee (11), Margaux Escudier (11), Jessica Tang (11), Charlene Cave (12), Kamille Mosqueda (12), Phoebe Lin (10), Andrew Gerges (10), and
Momo Nakanishi (10)

WRITE-OFF OR BLOW OFF?

BY KAMILLE MOSQUEDA

The Torrance High School News Torch
students competed at the Southern California
Journalism Education Association (SCJEA) State
Write-offs on March 16 at Long Beach City College. About 290 students from 27 different schools
were present at the competition, and the nine members of the News Torch staff and club who went
competed in three categories: news, features, and
opinion.
The competitors of the categories
were given one hour to listen to a presentation
or a speech and subsequently ask questions, and
another hour to write, lasting from approximately 9
AM to 11 AM.
Despite the seemingly simple schedule
and layout of the competition, there were many delays and foibles. The lighting was poor, the seating

was insufficient, and the news writers were not
given tables on which to write their articles, and
most had to resort to using their chairs or laps as a
makeshift surface. Students had to wait for more
than two hours between the end of the competition
and getting their awards in the early afternoon
when they could have simply gone home, and the
News Torch members enjoyed lunch at Dale’s
Diner during that time frame.
Unfortunately, none of the members
were able to place in the categories at the awards
ceremony due to a lack of consistent judging, no
final scores on the rubrics, and ultimately favoring
the ones who have always placed in the past.
However, that does not dampen our spirit here at
Torrance High School. Great job to everyone who
participated!

Torrance High School’s Annual
Sadie’s Dance was changed to Spring Fling
and was set for March 29, but it was cancelled because of a lack in ticket sales and
interest. From March 21 to the 28, only 83 of
the minimum 100 tickets were sold.
Spring Fling is the only event
where profit goes to the Junior class for their
prom budget. The more tickets sold, the
less expensive prom will be. THS Activities
Director Nathan Jones stated participation
from students for Sadie’s has been dwindling
for the past five to six years. So, ASB decided
to change the annual Sadie’s Dance to something more interesting, the Spring Fling.
It was planned to be a semi-casual
school dance, and it was advertised from the
end of February in the Daily Bulletin and
in flyers around campus. Tickets were sold
at $10 for singles and $20 for couples with
ASB, and $12 for singles and $24 for couples
without ASB. Kofi Asante, a former THS
student who is also known as Kbandz, was
supposed to perform.
Only twelve tickets were sold on
the first day. There would be no profit even if
a hundred tickets were sold.

According to Mr. Jones, the limit
was set only as a preliminary target; higher
sales were to be expected. Although it was a
Junior event, sales from the Freshmen, Sophomores, and Seniors were also low. Spring Fling
is the first dance canceled in the last decade.
Mr. Jones opined, “To me, going to the dance
with a couple of friends would have been fun...I
don’t know what school spirit is anymore.” The
cancellation of the biggest source of profit for
prom was the lowest of lows for Juniors.
Junior Class President Vincent
Cabrera said they were taking a risk with a new
idea for the dance, but they believed the school
would show appropriate interest. Vincent stated,
“I should have brought up the topic earlier...and
promoted it more.”
According to Vincent and Mr. Jones,
Juniors are below their expected budget. Since
current fundraisers are unavailable, an expensive or unsatisfactory prom can be expected.
Attendance was also low for Junior fundraisers.
The only other revenue possible is
Spring Fest. where the Juniors will be selling
Krispy Kreme donuts for $1. Go out and support the Junior class in hopes of an affordable
prom!

TURN THE PAGE!
NEWS! PAGE 2

Cheer got 2nd place at
Nationals! Go read more
about it on Page 2!
STUDENT LIFE PAGE 3

SPRING FEST
MAP!

ENTERTAINMENT
Are you interested
in adopting a dog?
Check out Page 4 for
more information!

NEWS

2

April 5, 2019

BRIGHT BULBS AND
DOUBLE DOMES

SHOW
ME TALENT
BY MARGAUX ESCUDIER

BY CHARLENE CAVE
Torrance High School
produces myriad intellectuals
and academics. It is logical,
then, to understand how our
Academic Decathlon team won
32 medals from their competition on January 26 and February
2.
The competition
demands preparation for many
different subjects, including
learning a speech, being interviewed, and writing an essay.
On the second day, the team
was exposed to tests similar to
what school demands. Although
it is hard work, you meet and
have experiences that make it all
worthwhile.

Junior Moeez Qureshi
shares how ACADEC has been
a positive impact on his life: “I
gained more confidence and was
able to speak with more people.”
Moeez adds, “Acadec has taught
me to act like myself and not try
to impress anyone and I remain
true to myself.” This is a good
life lesson to learn.
Moeez has been on
the team for two years and believes the team is always going to
support you and get you through
all obstacles. The team becomes
your family and you grow together. Interested in ACADEC?
Please speak with Mr. Zuliani in
Room C202 for more stuff.

Paola Salazar (11), Andrew Mills (11), Siwa Hwang (11),
Jiwon Kim (11), Moeez Qureshi (11), Ashley Ramirez (11), and
Charlie Chen (11), and Stephanie Gonzelez (11)
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Anthony Chang (12),Kennedy Collins (12), Vanessa Pinieda (12),
Kalani Lopez (12), Robert Ramirez (12), Hanna Dioquino (11), and
Siwa Hwang (11)
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Torrance High School’s annual talent
show took place in the auditorium on February 27.
Senior Jack Arroues acted as Master of Ceremonies. Jack’s continual repartee kept the crowd
entertained by commenting on every presentation.
The show was separated into two acts:
Emily Crane and Lydia Nitzschner performed a
duo of “Ashes”; soloist Andrew Agustin played
“Lucid Dreams” on the guitar, to name a few. The
Hip Hop Club also performed.
After the countdown, the winners were
announced. Senior Kalani Lopez won 1st Prize
thanks to her stunning singing performance of
“Don’t You Worry Bout’ a Thing.” And, 2nd Place
went to Anthony Chang for his original dance on
the song “Yes or Yes.” And the dancing moves of
Dancing Chungha earned the 3rd Place title.
The audience donated money to the
Nurturing Future Generation club by buying
snacks and drinks in the foyer.

JAMZ NATIONALS

BY HURNICA VICENCIO

On February 22 and 23, our Torrance High School Cheer Team made history at
the Jamz School Cheer Nationals competition
at The Orleans Arena in Las Vegas. Our team
boasted 22 athletic competitors with enough
effort, talent, and drive, that they managed to
place second against many schools across the
nation!
The Cheer team prides itself for
their ability to express themselves through
dance. Students participate in rigorous competitions to demonstrate the skills they have been
working on all year.
Senior Maile Gutierrez, who has
been on the squad for four years, excitedly
says that “winning 2nd Place has been a
milestone in THS Cheer history.” The team
has consistently scored in a 93 range all
season, which is very good. Maile adds, “I
can truly say that we all put our hearts on that
mat.”

BY EDUARDO BENITEZ

Maile’s comments are sincere and
shows her true devotion to the team. The team’s
drive and passion can only go so far, but their
bond as a team is the veracious reason of their
success. “There have been struggles, but that is
to be expected in any team,” Maile continued.
The team was resilient and worked
Photo courtesy of: Hurnica Vicencio
through injuries. There was growth on the team
through trials. “I couldn’t imagine spending
my senior year with any other team,” Maile
concluded.
Congratulations to the Torrance
High School Cheer Team for making history
at the Jamz National competition! These girls
have a great time doing what they love, and
continue to pursue their dreams of creating art
through movement, along with staying true to
their friendships despite the hardships thrown
Katie Stephens (11), Arden Siadek (12), Kalani Lopez (12), and Isabella McDade (11).
their way.
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MISS MARVEL

The long awaited Captain
Marvel (played by Brie Larson) has
finally arrived on the big screen. The
movie reveals the origins of Carol
Danver’s rise as Captain Marvel but
also reveals the past of Nick Fury
(played by Samuel Jackson) but
does not hold up compared to other
Marvel films.
Although the movie
receives high praise for starring a
strong female lead in a male dominant franchise, this does not mean it
is immune to criticism. The acting
and direction may have hindered
some scenes of the film, but Captain
Marvel has no set character structure
as she jumps from being a bratty
character to a snarky-witty-Tony
Stark-ish character. The empathy
Larson brings to the character only
confuses the plot. The only time her
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character is established is by the
climax at the end of the movie when
her true identity is revealed.
Reviews are mixed on
the potential of this film, including
Peter Rainer from Christian Science
Monitor, saying, “Lacking the wit
and graphic oomph that sometimes
saves the Marvel franchise from
terminal fatigue, [this film] is yet
another origin story for yet another
superhero.”
The Toronto Sun’s Mark
Daniell says, “Does it work? The
short answer is: yes. There’s enough
to keep both diehard Marvel fans and
newcomers engaged.”
If you intend to view this
new installment from the Marvel
archives, keep an open mind because
it is always important to form your
own opinion.

BROADWAY IN CA

BY MARGAUX ESCUDIER

The 20th Annual Night
of Broadway was held in the auditorium at Torrance High School on
March 6. The Night of Broadway are
original small plays performed by the
Advanced Placement Theater students,
under the direction of Mr. Hovis, the
new drama teacher. The show features
various pieces from different musicals
put together.
However, this year was
particularly challenging because Mr.
Hovis was granted a six week absence
for personal reasons. Mr. Hovis mentioned that most the work was done
by the students themselves, so he was
very pleased of the final product.

Students directed their own
shows with the help of the substitute
teacher, Ms. McCoy. And the show
surpassed everyone’s expectations!
The song “Seize the Day” opened
the show with all the students on
stage.
Then, the performances
from musicals like Mean Girls enlivened the audience. Junior Maddie
Albers stole the show with her powerful monologue from Hamilton. The
singing and dancing amazed the audience as well as the teacher who said he
was “really proud” of his students. The
theater department brought a little bit
of the Big Apple to Tartarland!

R.I.P KARL
BY ILEY WOTRING
Karl Lagerfeld brought a
Renaissance to a cultural icon after
the tragic death of Coco Chanel. Born
September 10, 1933, Lagerfeld is credited for revolutionizing the Fendi fur
coat and creating the iconic interlocked
“CC” monogram. Lagerfeld passed
away on February 19 from complications of pancreatic cancer. He was 85.
Lagerfeld inspired millions
with his vision and revolutionized
fashion forever. Karl Lagerfeld will
be remembered by the distinguishable white hair, black sunglasses, and
fingerless gloves by those who adored
him.
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Unite:
Cheese
Fries

SPRINGFEST MAP
Club
Sandwich:
Churros

Fine Arts:
Snow
Cones

Steminist:
Arnold
Palmers

BFAC:
Lemon
Bars

FCCLA:
Cookie
Dough

Tartar
Knights:
Costco
Pizza

Tartar Ladies:
Choc. Covered
Strawberries
and Punch

3
Varsity:
Hamburgers
& Hot dogs

SAVE:
Starbucks
Coffee

Senior
Class:
Fruit Bags

GSA:
Cake
Pops

Human
Relations:
Five Guys
Fries

FASHION:
Scrunchies
& Flower
Crowns

Kiwins:
Drinks
(Soda and
Water)

NHS:
Dole Whip

News Torch:
Cup of
Noodles
and Chips

MAKEUP:
Face & Arm
Painting

PAW:
Build Your
Own
Ice Cream

KFCC:
Lumpia

Pacific Islander: Hawaiian
Pizza & Sun

KCC:
Bulgogi w/
Rice & Glass
Noodles

Anime:
Croissants

BAND:
BOBA

MUN:
ICE CREAM
FLOATS
FRESHMAN
CLASS:
Rascals

JCC:
PAZOOKIE

BCC:
Strawberry
Lemonade
FEMINIST:
Cake Pops &
Pins

ROBOTICS:
Popcorn
Chicken
ROCK:
Mac &
Cheese

Small: $3 Large: $5

CHOIR:
Spam
Musubi

SPEECH &
DEBATE:
Thai tea
STOP:
Agua Fresca &
Strawb. Shortcake Cups

CLUB THEATER:
Throwing
balloons at
teachers

SACC:
Samosas

JUNIOR
CLASS:
Krispy Kreme

ARC:
Popsicles

LCC:
Chicharones

UNICEF:
Horchata &
Fruit

NFG:
Lomeli’s
Italian Food

STAFF PARKING LOT

BOTANY
SOCIETY:
Succulents

SCIFI:
Pies

BASKETBALL COURTS

PLAZA DEL AMO STREET

Sophomore
Class:
L&L

ENTERTAINMENT

4
CHEESECAKE CRITIC

PARENT TARTAR NIGHT

By Kamille Mosqueda & Margaux Escudier

Fresh Strawberry Cheesecake from
the Cheesecake Factory
Photo Courtesy of:
The Cheesecake Factory

Sara Lee Original Classic
Cheesecake
Photo Courtesy of:
Amazon

According to familytime.com,
cheesecake is one of the most famous desserts
in America. The Cheesecake Factory is a
chain restaurant offering a choice of more
than 30 signature cheesecakes, costing from
$7.95 to $12.95 per slice.
According to the Cheesecake
Factory website, a Detroit woman named
Evelyn Overton opened her own cheesecake
shop after friends and family fell in love with
her desserts—what would later be known as
CF’s “Original” cheesecake.
In the 1970s, Overton moved to
Los Angeles and opened the first Cheesecake Factory restaurant, which served “more
than 20 varieties of cheesecakes and other
desserts.” The success was immediate.
In the 1970s, the cheesecakes
were made on site, but what about today?
The Dream Factory®, a brand dedicated to
creating a whole host of delectable desserts for
top-of-the-line restaurant owners, provides the
creative talent involved in supplying CF with
their namesake desserts nationwide.
This newspaper staff tested
the fresh strawberry cheesecake from the
Cheesecake Factory, which is their famous
original cheesecake topped with some fresh
strawberries and whipped cream.
This fresh dessert supplies everything needed in a cheesecake. Every slice is
equitable, loaded with the classic cheesecake
flavor to satisfy the purists, and it has glazed
strawberries on top with a graham cracker
crust.
The Cheesecake Factory proclaims this their “Our Most Popular Flavor for
Over 35 Years!” We understand why. It is as
creamy and rich as we would expect a good
cheesecake to be and it is the best choice when
you are craving cheesecake.

Adopt a pet!
Sunny (7 yrs old)
-Akita Mix19-02554 -Male
Available at the spcaLA
PD Pitchford Companion Animal Village and
Education Center
7700 E. Spring St.
Long Beach, CA 90815
562-216-2542
Hi, my name is Sunny
and just like my name
I’d love to brighten up
your life! I enjoy belly
rubs, exploring outside,
and chasing after tennis
balls. Stop by today
and see what a great
guy I am.

Scruggs (8 yrs old) -Terrier Mix19-02782 -Male
Available at the spcaLA PD Pitchford Companion
Animal Village and Education Center
7700 E. Spring St.
Long Beach, CA 90815
562-216-2542
I’m the sweet and affectionate little guy named
Scruggs. I’m a distinguished fellow who would
love a family who enjoys the simple things like
naps, short walks and belly rubs. If that sounds
like you, come in today to meet me!

By Natalia Corrales (Left) & Eduardo Benitez (Right)

THS MATHWORKS MATH MODELING
CHALLENGE TEAM

Torrance High School entered the Mathworks Math Modeling
Challenge with two teams of 3 to 5
high school juniors or seniors. The
nationwide competitionsponsored by
Mathworks, features a achance to win
$100,000 in scholarships. The challenge took place on March 2, 2019.
Students were required to download
3 tasks and develop mathematical
models within the 14 hour time limit.
Junior Ji Won Kim,
Senior Yusaku Nakano, and Senior
Shivam Kumar frantically scrambled
as the timer was ticking. The challenge allowed students to investigate and
mathematically model a real world
problem without a preset correct
solution and generate math models
submitted in a report.
When the website registered their 14 hours of work as being

submitted, the faces of the team
members smiled with a combination of
feelings of relief and accomplishment.
Only about 9 minutes
earlier, the team of Ruben Artiga, JJ
Brar, Julie Galang and Sara Takigawa
experienced a similar rush after a day
of intense analysis, critical thinking,
thoughtful discussion, collaboration
and reaching back through past math
lessons to build mathematical models
based on evidence.
The teams found the
experience challenging, demanding,
thought proking, and rewarding all at
once. Without question, these Torrance
High Tartars displayed critical thinking, showed the ability to communicate and collaborate in applying
mathematics to analyze problems
facing our communities.

TARTAR PETS

By Alice Lee
Duffy (5 yrs old)
19-01840 -Female
Domestic Short Hair
Available at the spcaLA PD Pitchford Companion
Animal Village and Education Center
7700 E. Spring St.
Long Beach, CA 90815
562-216-2542
I’m Duffy, a beautiful kitty who’s ready to make
your home my forever home. I love taking naps
and cuddling under your chin. Stop in to meet
me today!

Stellaluna (4 yrs old)
19-02690 -Female
Domestic Medium Hair
Available at the spcaLA PD Pitchford Companion Animal Village and Education Center
7700 E. Spring St.
Long Beach, CA 90815
562-216-2542
Stellaluna here, I’m a beautiful girl with soft,
silky fur. I am a stunning black kitty with lots of
love to give. Come check meowt and see how
bright I shine!
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Pops (Dec.11,2011)

Zeus

Owner: Adrianna
Valenzuela (11)

Owner: Jaden Skylar Owner: Leonora
(11)
Gerges (12)

Gucci (May 15,
2017)

Steven (Aug.1,2014) Sadie (May 2017) Winnie
Owner: Dyllan Perez (12) Owner: Semal Durra- Owner: Litzy Toledo
ni (12)
(11)
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Future Events
-DUI Awareness Week (April 1-5)
-Central Area Music Festivel (April 3)
-Spring Fest (April 5)
-End of Quarter (April 5)
-Spring Break (April 8-12)
-Tax Day (April 15)
-NO LATE START (April 16)
-8th Grade Assembly (April 17)
-SLAM (time TBD in auditorium) (April
24)
-Choir Coffee House (choir room) (April
25)
-ASB Elections (April 26)
-ONE ACT ASSEMBLIES

TNT RETRACTIONS
On the March Issue, we made the
following mistakes:

Fei Bagtas is a sophomore not a
junior.
Myla Morales is a senior not a
junior.
We’re sorry for the mistakes that
we have made. We’ll work harder
to improve and catch these mistakes!
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