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SPARTAN SCRIBE
SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
A CALIFORNIA DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL
BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR AMAZING
WINTER ATHLETES
& PERFORMERS:
Basketball
Soccer
Girls’ Water Polo
Girls’ Golf
Wrestling
Surf
Drama, Band,
Dance & Choir

STAY CONNECTED:
SHS Website
www.tusd.org/schools/shs

Facebook
“South High School”
“South High School PTA”

Instagram
“southhighspartans”

SHS Parent Handbook
can be found on the
SHS Website under
“South High PTA” link

President’s Message
South High Students & Families,
The second quarter of the school year is well underway, and our
Spartans have been working hard! As has your PTA!
In November, we hosted a Parent Ed Night town hall on the
dangers of vaping. The fabulous panel of speakers provided
valuable information on this epidemic. See a recap below.
A big THANK YOU to the many hardworking volunteers that
helped transform our South High campus. Campus Beautification
was a huge success! See below for photos of this massive group
effort by our community.
So many people contribute to making South High the best it can
be, for its students and youth in our community. If you know
someone that fits this description, please consider nominating
him/her for an Honorary Service Award. A nomination form is
attached.
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following…
College & Career Fair (2/22) – This year’s fair is at North High and
will feature college, career, and military representatives. See
below for more information.
Practice SAT Test (2/22) – This full-length practice test will allow
students the opportunity to practice for the real thing.
Sacramento Safari (2/25-2/27) – An amazing opportunity for
students to learn about and take part in government and
advocacy. We are currently in the process of selecting this year’s
delegates.
If you have any questions regarding the PTA or would like to
volunteer, contact me at dcdiederich@aol.com. Additionally, feel
free to fill out the attached Straw Ballot for next year’s PTA
Executive Board. We want to hear from you!
Happy Holidays & Go Spartans!
Deanna Diederich, South High PTA President
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December
2nd – 6th

“Geek Week”

2nd

Blood Drive, 8am – 2pm

4th

PTA Board Meeting*, 7pm

12th – 14th

Drama Musical - “Legally Blonde”

18th

Band Concert, 7pm

19th

Choir Concert, 7pm

23rd-Jan 3rd

Winter Break

January
6th

School resumes

8th

PTA Board Meeting*, 7pm

15th

ELMAC Presentation, 6-7pm

20th

MLK Jr. Day – no school

22nd – 24th

Semester Finals

24th

End of 1st Quarter

29th

“LIKE” Documentary, 6:30pm

February
2nd

Sacramento Safari Orientation Meeting*

5th

PTA Board Meeting*, 7pm

10th

Lincoln’s Day - no school

17th

President’s Day - no school

19th

PTA Association Meeting/Awards Night*, 7pm

22nd

SAT Practice Test*, 9am-1:30pm

22nd

TCPTA College & Career Fair*

25th-27th

Sacramento Safari*

*denotes PTA-sponsored event
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SENIORS
• Senior Yearbook Ads – “early bird” due date is December 13th
• GRAD Night tickets are still available…order form & permission slip below
• PTA Scholarship applications will be available in February

REFLECTIONS
Thank you to the many students that took part in our annual Reflections Art Program. South
Spartans are a very talented bunch. Congratulations to our first-place entrants who will be
moving on to the District level:
•
•
•
•
•

LITERATURE: Jennifer Lau
VISUAL ARTS: Annette Lee
FILM: Sean McClain
PHOTOGRAPHY: Brendan Hirsch
MUSICAL COMPOSITION: Michelle Kim

PARENT ED NIGHT
We were very grateful for our amazing panel of speakers at this year’s PTA Parent Ed Night.
Those in attendance not only learned valuable information on the dangers of vaping and
addiction but were also able to view vaping paraphernalia in its many forms.

Pictured: SHS Principal Michelle Fournier, Prevention Coordinator Jen Harris – Behavioral Health
Sciences, Program Director Dr. Donnie Watson – Thelma McMillan Recovery Center, Dr. Annette Liu
– Carson Pediatrics, SHS Assistant Principal Jon Kaneshiro, SHS Senior Will Brandt, SHS Counselor
Brittany Stanley, Officer Drew Rodela - TPD, and Dr. Kati Krumpe – TUSD
South High School PTA Newsletter
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COLLEGE & CAREER FAIR
The 39th Annual College & Career Fair will take place on Saturday, February 22nd from 11am
– 2pm at North High School. This event is jointly sponsored by the Torrance Unified School
District, Torrance Council of PTAs, and the PTAs of North, South, Torrance, and West High
Schools. Approximately 100 college, university, military, and career representatives and
informational booths will be on hand.
The College & Career Fair also provides workshops that cover a wide range of topics,
including navigating the various steps of the college application process, scholarship
opportunities, and preparing for college entrance exams. TUSD counselors and collegecareer counseling coordinators will also be in attendance to answer questions.
All local students and parents are encouraged to attend! Take advantage of this dynamic
event to help you get started in planning for your future educational goals. There is a college
or career program that is right for every student's future.
The College & Career Fair is free and open to the public.
North High School is located at 3620 W 182nd St, Torrance, CA 90504.
Questions? Contact College & Career Fair Chair, Maggie Lippon - malukugirl@yahoo.com
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CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION
We had pie in the sky dreams for transforming South’s existing landscape, but our volunteers
know that big dreams require hard work to realize! On Saturday, November 16th, more than
100 awesome individuals showed up to make a difference in our school and environment.
From early in the morning to well after noon, this amazing team worked tirelessly - digging
holes, improving soil, planting, raking, trimming, and mulching! Plans for the day, created by
Succulent Designs by Mary, included keeping the existing plants, but supplementing them
with gorgeous drought-resistant greenery. Once these plants grow, they will look lush and
full, yet not require much water or maintenance.
A native garden was also created at the school’s inner flagpole. Led by SHS Senior Victoria
Petitt and the Environmental Club, the planter was filled solely with California native plants
that were chosen to encourage butterflies, vital pollinators, and other friendly insects.
Bonus…it was planted in each of the four grade colors!
A huge THANK YOU to the many students, parents, and community members who spent
their day making our campus a little more beautiful. If you or your school club would like to
get involved in future endeavors, please contact me at:
mary@succulentdesignsbymary.com
Thank you all for your help!
Campus Beautification Chair, Mary Roberts
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS
As fall comes to a close, so does a very busy Activities Program. Homecoming, Red Ribbon Day,
Canned Food Drive, and our first Class Competition of the year took center stage and were all very
successful. In particular, our efforts to gather thousands of cans of food for South Bay families made
quite an impact on our students, as they learned the valuable lesson of helping others in need. Truly
amazing! Words cannot express just how proud we are of our students for caring so deeply about
providing food for those less fortunate. In addition, our fall sports had very successful seasons, with
many blazing into CIF Playoffs.
December and January are right around the corner, and many additional activities have been
planned. Our annual Head Start Program will be held on Tuesday, December 10th from 9am – 12pm.
This year, we will have more than one hundred 3-year-olds take over our main gym, as South High
students host a Christmas celebration for underprivileged children that is always a highlight on our
campus.
Don’t miss out on all the events our Performing Arts Department has to offer in our new Performing
Arts Center! Our Dance Team hosted its Winter Dance Show “Open Doors” November 20th-22nd
and our Drama Department will present its Winter Drama Musical “Legally Blonde” December 12th–
14th. Additionally, our Vocal Music and Band Programs will have their Holiday Concerts on December
18th & 19th. We encourage our South High School community to come out and support the arts this
Holiday Season.
After the holiday break, we will be looking forward to Freshmen Class Council Elections, our Winter
Sports Pep Rally, and our Boys & Girls State selection process. In addition, our Winter Sports season
will begin as we cheer on our Girls Water Polo, Boys & Girls Basketball, Boys & Girls Soccer,
Wrestling, and Surf teams. Go South!
From the Activities Office to our South High Community, we’d like to wish you a safe and happy
Holiday Season!
Vicki Hildreth, Activities Director

The South High student body
brought in a whopping
14,000+ cans this year.
These non-perishable items were
donated to food banks in our
local community.
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HONORARY SERVICE AWARD (HSA) NOMINATION FORM
Do you know an individual or organization who deserves special recognition of outstanding
service to children and youth in our community? SHS PTA provides awards annually to show
gratitude to those who have made significant contributions of service to youth in our
community. Please consider nominating someone deserving!
The South High PTSA needs your help. Nominate a special person(s) or organization(s) for the
recognition they deserve. Please include only one nomination per form.

Honorary Service Award Program
Specify award category:
Very Special Person Award (VSA)
Honorary Service Award (HSA)
Golden Oak Service Award

Continuing Service Award (CSA)
Outstanding Teacher Award (OTA)
Outstanding Administrator Award (OAA)

I nominate (name): _______________________________________________________________________________________
PTA Involvement, Contributions or Awards:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Community Involvement, Contributions or Awards:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Attributes or any additional comments:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of person submitting the nomination: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ___________________ Email: ____________________________________ Date:_________________________

All nominations will be considered. The HSA Selection Committee will vote on each nomination.
Nomination due date for consideration is Wednesday, January 8, 2020.
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO: Erika Lieser, SHS/PTSA Honorary Service Chairperson via
email at erikalieser@gmail.com, deliver or mail to the SHS office in an envelope marked
SHS/PTA Honorary Service. Thank you for your submission!
South High School PTA Newsletter
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GRAD Night 2020
(Graduates Resisting Alcohol & Drugs)
WHAT: A supervised, all-night celebration for our 2020 South High graduates. It is sponsored
by the South High 2020 GRAD Night Committee with support from the school and community.
This event is completely funded by ticket sales and fundraising events. 300+ graduates enjoy
this event each year.
WHEN: Thursday, June 11th; 9pm—Friday, June 12th; 5am
WHERE: The location of GRAD Night has always been kept secret from both students & parents.
It will be held in the Los Angeles area...students must arrive and depart by bus.
COST: Price includes transportation, unlimited food & drink, entertainment, t-shirt & prizes.

•
•
•
•

$150—submit $50 deposit by October 1, 2019 to lock in this discounted rate.
$165—ticket price without the initial deposit by due date
Full payment must be received by May 15, 2020
Cash or check, made payable to SHS PTA
o Fill out form and return with payment & permission slip (copies on the SHS
website under “Seniors, or mail any time to Michelle Briggs 4828 Macafee Rd.
Torrance, CA 90505
o Full refund if requested by 2/1/20
o 1/2 refund if requested by 4/1/20

QUESTIONS: Contact 2020 GRAD Night Chair, Michelle Briggs at
michellebriggs1@gmail.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GRAD Night 2020
SENIOR NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________
PARENT EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________________________
T-SHIRT SIZE (circle): S M L XL XXL
(Sizes needed no later than 5/15/20. All students MUST wear this t-shirt to GRAD Night!)
FOOD RESTRICTIONS (circle): Y N
Returned checks will be subject to a $20 processing fee.
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South High 2020 GRAD Night – Medical & Liability Release Form/Permission Slip
This form MUST be completed by all parents/guardians and seniors attending the South High 2020 GRAD Night on
June 11-12, 2020. ALL FORMS MUST BE RETURNED BY MAY 15,2020.
Student Name __________________________________________________________________ Birthdate ___________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________ Zip Code _______________________ Phone _____________________
List phone number(s) where parent/guardian can be reached during GRAD Night hours, 9pm-5am.
Parent/Guardian Emergency Phone(s) __________________________________________________________________________
Please provide the following information for the above-named student:
1. List any allergies:____________________________________________________________________________________
2. List any known health problems: _______________________________________________________________________
3. List any medications currently being taken:______________________________________________________________
All medication must be checked in and held by South High 2020 GRAD Night Chaperones.
4. Emergency contact if parent/guardian cannot be reached:
Name __________________________________________________________ Phone _____________________
We understand that South High graduates will be under the supervision of the South High 2020 GRAD Night adult chaperones or
their authorized representatives. We give our permission to the adult chaperones of the South High 2020 GRAD Night and PD
Special Events staff to obtain medical aid or assistance and the administration of medicines or treatment as might be ordered or
administered by a licensed physician as might be required for the care of me/my son/daughter in the event such help becomes
necessary. In no event shall the South High 2020 GRAD Night Committee, its officers, chaperones, or agents (including but not
limited to PD Special Events staff) be held liable for any aid rendered, treatments, drugs and medicines, or surgical procedures
performed pursuant to this contract. Initial _________
We further understand that this event is an all-night event, and we acknowledge being aware of the inherent risks with an event of
this type. We release and forever discharge the South High 2020 GRAD Night Committee officers, employees, South High School,
South High PTA, PD Special Events staff, vendors and/or agents for the foregoing, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all
claims, demands, actions, or causes of action on account of death or any injury which may occur by reason of attending the South
High 2020 GRAD Night. We also agree to allow South High School Administration (or their assignee) to sign any additional liability
waivers as required by this event. Initial _________
We further acknowledge that this event is an alcohol, drug, and cigarette free event, and we understand that if me/my
son/daughter arrives at the South High 2020 GRAD Night event under the influence or in possession of alcohol, drugs, and/or
tobacco, a parent/guardian will be called to pick them up and that no monies will be refunded against fees paid by myself or my
son/daughter to attend this event. We understand that the School Zero Tolerance Policy and Code of Conduct rules will be
enforced. Initial _________
Student signature _______________________________________________________________________ Date _______________
Parent/Guardian signature _______________________________________________________________ Date _______________
This form is to be completed in full or student will not be admitted – due by May 15,2020
Drop in designated PTA box or mail to: Michelle Briggs, 4828 Macafee Rd. Torrance, CA 90505
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