
Mckinney-Vento
& Foster Program

School offers children stability, friendship, and
opportunities to learn and grow in a safe
environment. School also offers children a
chance for better jobs, better pay and a better
future.

The McKinney-Vento & Foster program aims to
identify all students within Torrance Unified that
are experiencing housing instability or in foster
care. 

The program ensures legally required
educational rights and protections for these
children and youth. 

About Us

SERVING FAMILIES IN TRANSITION 

2335 Plaza Del Amo
Torrance, CA 90501

(310) 972-6280

Nancy Gutierrez, Ed.D, Coordinator
P  a r e n t / C o m m u n i t y E n g a g e m e n t 

H o m e l e s s / F o s t e r L i a i s o n
( 3 1 0 ) 9 7 2 - 6 1 4 6

g u t i e r r e z . n a n c y @ t u s d . o r g

Ashly  Palomares , ACSW 
D i s t r i c t S o c i a l W o r k e r

( 3 1 0 ) 9 7 2 - 6 118
palomares . ashly@ t u s d . o r g

N e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ?

P r o g r a m  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d
t h r o u g h  T U S D  B u i l d i n g  B r i d g e s  p r o j e c t

i n  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  

A n n u a l l y  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t e s  2 0 - 3 0
m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  s o c i a l  w o r k  a n d

c o u n s e l i n g  i n t e r n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  c a s e
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  q u a r t e r l y  e v e n t s  f o r

s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  e x p e r i e n c i n g
h o m e l e s n e s s  o r  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e .  

Nancy Gutierrez
Cross-Out



Any student with an open dependency court
case (subject to 300 or 309 petition)

Does not matter where they live (e.g.,
foster home, group home, relative home,
biological parent)

Youth on probation with an open
delinquency case in criminal court (be
subject to 602 petition)

Do not need to be found guilty and
placed on probation, only need to have a
charge alleged against them
Does not matter where they live (e.g.,
foster home, group home, relative home,
biological parent, juvenile hall or camp)

Who is Foster?

Provide one on one support to meet unique
needs of students
Connect students and families to district,
school, and community resources
Provide enrollment information and support,
with or without required documents
Assist students in remaining at their school of
origin
Free/reduced meals
Transportation services
Tutoring
Assistance to English learners
Summer school programs (when available)
Before and after school programs (when
available)
Pre-School programs
Dispute resolution
School Supplies
Individual and group counseling for students
and parents
Access to our special events (food, hygiene,
clothes, holidays, etc.

TUSD Services

Lacking a regular, fixed and adequate
nighttime residence
"Doubled up" with family or friends because
of loss of housing, economic hardship, or
similar reason.
Living in a shelter, hotel, or motel
Living in a public place not designed for
sleeping (cars, parks, abandoned buildings)
A child who is not in the physical custody of
their parent or legal guardian.
A child (and family) fleeing domestic violence
Child or youth abandoned in hospital
Migrant child who qualifies under any of the
above

Who is Homeless?

It could be any child in your classroom

* S e r v i c e s  a n d / o r  g o o d s  p r o v i d e d  b y  T U S D  D O  N O T  h a v e
t o  b e  r e p o r t e d  t o  D P S S ,  C a l F r e s h ,  C a l  W o r k s ,  G A I N ,
W I C ,  M e d i - C a l ,  o r  A N Y  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r i v a t e ,  o r
p u b l i c  p r o g r a m  o r  a g e n c y

T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  l e g a l
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s  b a s e d
o n  t h e  M c K i n n e y - V e n t o  H o m e l e s s
E d u c a t i o n  A c t  i s  a n y o n e  w h o  i s


