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UPCOMING
EVENTS:


Monday, December
5—Canvas Parent
Night & PTO Meeting—6:30pm—DMS
Cafeteria



Welcome back to school! I hope that you had a Happy Thanksgiving with your family and
friends! We only have 9 days of school before our next break.
Please plan to attend our Decatur Middle School Canvas Parent Night on Monday, December 5 at 6:30pm. This will be part of our regularly scheduled PTO meeting, so we will begin
the evening talking about PTO business, and we will conclude it with our Canvas Parent
Night. This topic has been the most requested from parents, so I hope you are able to join
us.
A few reminders as we head into the last three weeks of the first semester:


Car riders are to be dropped off on the south side of the Decatur Township School for
Excellence. As the weather becomes more winter-like, some parents begin to drop off
in our front circle. Please help us keep our parking lots and our car riders safe by following our procedures. Once students are dropped off, they are to enter the building
using Door 13 East.



As a general rule, students are not allowed to ride a different bus home. We realize
there are situations where this is necessary. In those cases, please contact the transportation department to make those arrangements.



Please review the DMS Dress Code with your child. We have had an unusual number
of students wearing shorts, sweat pants, and hoodies to school. Please partner with us
in making sure your child is adhering to the dress code.



For 8th graders, there will be a lot of information coming home about next year. Opportunities to learn about Decatur Central High School and The Decatur Township
School for Excellence will be coming up very soon in December. Be sure to check in
regularly with your child about those opportunities.



Please follow Decatur Middle School on Twitter @DecaturMSHawks. We try to give
out as much information on that site as possible (including information about 8th graders and high school opportunities).

Thursday, December
8—High School SLC
Open House at DCHS
& DTSE—6:30pm



Friday, December
16—Sunday, January
1—Winter Break—
NO SCHOOL
(Students return on
Monday, January 2)
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Hope to see you all on Monday evening! Have a great weekend!
- Kyle Barrentine, Principal
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Apex SLC News
7th Grade

8th Grade

This week, 7th grade APEX students
are working on finishing their Monumental Measurements Project. In
this project, students are creating a
monument to represent 3 key figures from the history of a country.
Students will create a 3D model and
schematic plan for their monument.
Students who have complete their
draft of their schematic and sketch
of their model will have access to
print parts of their monument using
a 3D printer!

Last week our learners had the
opportunity to share their proposals for the 28th amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. About a
dozen students read their speeches to some of our community
partners and received feedback
on their policies, presentation,
and strength of their arguments.
One of our guests said that many
of the APEX learners present
better than some professionals in
their field. It was a great closing
to the Advocating an Amendment
project.

This week, we rolled out a new
8th grade project. Generating
Greatness takes learners into
the world of genetics and they
will explore genetic diseases
and be creating PSAs to increase awareness of these diseases.

Global SLC News
7th grade Global 2nd quarter IDEA Time
research projects involve different forms
of sustainable energy that are utilized in
Indiana. On Thursday, December 15,
Mrs. Tejchma’s group will be visiting Fair
Oaks Farm in order to explore how
manure is actually used to fuel the entire facility! While
this doesn’t sound very appetizing, it has already reduced
two million gallons of diesel fuel used annually. Fascinating! In preparation, students have been exploring the
effectiveness of this form of energy and how it compares
to more traditional sustainable forms of energy, such as
solar and wind energies. Students’ findings will be left on
display at Fair Oaks Farm for visitors to view. Way to
go, 7th grade Global—science in action!
In Ms. Murray’s 7th grade Language Arts class, students are reading Ruta Sepetys’ novel Between
Shades of Gray. The novel takes place in 1941 and
follows Lina, a 15-year-old Lithuanian girl who is
forced into a Siberian work camp under Stalin’s
orders. Students are currently working on mandala
book projects (due December 14!) that include
symbols, targeted passages, and thoughtful analyses of
the book. In order to become better citizens of the
future, we must first learn from humanity’s past.
This week, students participated in
winter reading and math NWEA testing. NWEA is a standardized test that
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predicts how students might perform on ISTEP+ in
the spring in order to allow teachers to identify and
target specific skill deficits. This time around, students were able to utilize their iPads! The data
produced will help teachers cater interventions
unique to individual student needs.
As a reminder, the DMS Giving Tree,
a project sponsored by a group of
8th grade Global students, is still
stationed in the cafeteria. Each paper ornament lists a gift suggestion
for an Indianapolis resident in need.
Just wrap the gift, attach the paper
ornament, and drop off the donation to any SLC
breakfast line in the morning. It’s just that easy!
Please help a family in need—go see the tree!
In Mrs. Lowe’s 8th grade ELA class, students are currently reading Monster by
Walter Dean Myers. The novel, which is
written as a film script, follows Harmon,
a young man on trial for robbery and
murder. As they read, students keep
track of the witnesses and what evidence each
brings to the case in order to determine whether or
not the young man is guilty. This has lead to some
lively conversations and interesting theories—future
lawyers in the making!
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Imagine SLC News
Attention Parents: Winter Break is fast approaching.
Our teachers in Imagine are working hard to ensure your
son/daughter has the highest possible grade for the semester. In accordance with this mission, we will be modifying and adjusting instruction during Intervention &
Enrichment to fill in any missing gaps before the end of
the semester. Please check Skyward every day to help
support our teachers in getting missing assignments
turned in and homework completed! Thank you in advance!
In this edition of the Imagine newsletter, we will highlight
our Science teachers, Ms. Amy Uebelhor and Mrs. Kandice Greenwood. Check out the great and engaging
work these two dedicated teachers are providing for our
students in Imagine.

Students played Lively Bohrs. They had to plan
in their groups what the electron configuration
of a certain element is and then race to put
themselves in the model correctly. This picture
shows Boron. Teams were timed and then winners rewarded.
You can see examples of student work after we completed this engaging activity.

During the last couple of weeks, the Imagine 7th grade
students have been learning about different types of energy. To illustrate heat transfers, students researched
solar cookers, drew designs, created their own solar
cookers, and tested them in class. In addition, Mr. Smith,
Purdue Scientist, visited and presented some wave
demonstrations to the students. The demonstrations
illustrated how energy can travel in waves. Students saw
how UV beads work, how a TV remote changes the
channel using infrared waves, how air can travel, how
waves have different wavelengths, and how seismic waves
travel in all directions from the epicenter of an earthquake. Students are enjoying learning about energy!

We finished the chandeliers.

Student work on doodling the atom. In these examples,
we see personification of atomic particle.

Book Fees Due Now
If you have not made your December
payment for book fees, please do so
now. Past due accounts will be sent to
collections soon.
If you have questions regarding your
balance or would like to make a payment by phone, please contact Mrs. Donna Graham, DMS
Treasurer, at 317-856-5274 ext. 8015.
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Explorations SLC News
Students in Mr. Iliff’s 7th grade
Science classes have started
building their solar panel ovens. Be sure to ask your student what type of energy is
involved with the solar panels.
Ask your 7th grader
ELA student about
what they are reading in Mrs. Gibbs’
class. According to
research, reading 20 minutes a
day improves listening and literacy
skills. Most importantly, the
more you read the better reader
you become (source: http://
www.k12reader.com/why-read-20
-minutes-a-day)
8th grade Algebra A students in
Mrs. McCabe’s class have been
learning how to solve inequalities.
The skills involved in solving multi
-step inequalities closely mirror

the steps taken to solve multistep equations.

what these rights entail and the purpose of the Bill of Rights.
iTime:
Explorations students are continuing
their work on iTime projects. One
7th grade student is collecting items
for a local senior living community.
Please see the announcement below
to see what items are needed:
‘Tis the Season!
From Monday, November 28—
Thursday, December 15, donations will be collected to distribute to elderly patients at The
Hearth at Stones Crossing. The
following items have been requested from patients:











picture frames

There will be collection boxes located in each SLC hallway through
December 15. Please help the elderly by donating items so they
know they are remembered this
Christmas! Your donation will help
this student’s iTime project be a
true success. Thank you!
Follow us on Twitter at
@ExplorationsDMS to see daily
activities that occur in Explorations
classes.
Sign up for Remind to receive regular text message notifications about
upcoming Explorations events:
* 7th Grade Explorations Families:
Text @7exp1617 to 81010
* 8th Grade Explorations Families:
Text @8ex1617 to 81010

gloves, scarves, hats
socks, slippers
lotions, soaps
small blankets
sweets (i.e., cookies, candies,
snack cakes, sugar-free peppermints)
chap stick
tissues

Mrs. Hair’s 8th grade U.S. History
students are analyzing The Bill of
Rights. Ask your child to describe

The core mission of this school is the

It is the Board’s commitment to provide

creation of highly engaging activities,

a safe, positive, productive and nurturing

materials, and settings for learning that

educational environment for all of its

are too good—too interesting—for
students to resist AND increases student
achievement.

students. Any individual who believes a
student has been or is the victim of
discrimination, bullying, or harassment

The MSD of Decatur Township is Stu-

should

dent Invested, Community Connected. We

building

prioritize Student Learning, Safety and
Customer Service, fostering a support
system for our families.

report

complete

the

situation to the

principal

or

the

School

designee

or

District’s

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying
report form, which is available online at
www.msddecatur.k12.in.us.
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College Corner
You and your child need to start planning for college no later than middle school. In each of the newsletters, we
will provide you with information to help begin the journey of college and career readiness.
Most U.S. parents expect their kids to go to college, and most students have the same goal. But they are not necessarily taking the practical steps to get there.
Counselors, colleges and organizations like the National Association of College Admission Counseling and ACT emphasize that parents should
start planning for college no later than middle school. Their reasoning is simple: Your child needs strong preparation in middle school to take
the high school classes that colleges require.
You need to do your homework to make college affordable for your family. There are lots of options to cut college costs—scholarships, lowinterest loans, work-study, spending the first two years at a community college—but it takes time to research them and get the information
you need to meet application deadlines.
College planning is important for all families, whether parents attended college or not. Rose Fabiszak, director of the College Board’s program
called College Ed, notes, “The college process has changed, even from four years ago—the forms have changed, there are web sites where you
child can take a virtual tour of a college.”
Encourage Your Child To Read, Read, Read
It’s simply the best preparation for the SAT, ACT or college reading assignments that your child can have.
While you’re at it, why not make vocabulary building a family game by learning a word a day? There are lots of free subscription services that
will email a word of the day, like this one from Dictionary.com. Your child can teach the daily word to the rest of the family at dinner and quiz
you at the end of the week.

Calendar of Events
MONDAY
5

TUESDAY
6

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

7

8

6:30pm—PTO Meeting &
Parent Canvas Night

5:15pm/6:30pm—7/8 A Boys
Basketball @ Lynhurst

6:30pm—High School SLC
Open House @ DCHS/DTSE

Boys Basketball—Marion
Co. Finals—TBA

5:15pm/6:30pm—7/8 B Boys
Basketball vs. St. Barnabas @
DMS

5:30pm/6:45pm—7 A/B Boys
Basketball vs. John Wooden
MS @ DMS

FRIDAY
9

5:30pm/6:45pm—8 A/B Boys
Basketball @ John Wooden
MS

12

13

5:15pm/6:30pm—7 A/B
Boys Basketball vs.
Greenwood

5:15pm/6:30pm—7 A/B Boys
Basketball vs. Franklin Twp.
West @ DMS

5:15pm/6:30pm—8 A/B
5:15pm/6:30pm—8 A/B Boys
Boys Basketball @ Green- Basketball @ Franklin Twp.
wood
West

14

15

16

