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I want to thank you for your support as we have transitioned our leadership at Decatur
Middle School. As state in the letter sent to DMS families on Thursday, December 28, 17,
via school messenger, Dr. Barrentine accepted a position in another school district. I will
continue to serve as the DMS Interim Principal until the end of this semester.
Now that we have settled into second semester, I wanted to remind you of our purpose
each and every day at Decatur Middle School. This is our school mission:
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The core mission of Decatur Middle School is the creation of highly engaging activities,
materials and settings for learning that are too good, too interesting for our students to
resist AND results in increased student achievement.
Our teachers collaborate to plan engaging lessons that are aligned with the state of Indiana
academic standards on a daily basis. It is essential that your child be at school regularly so
we can continue to work together to increase his/her academic achievement. In just about
a month, (February 26, 2018) we will begin administering ISTEP+ Part 1. Both parts of the
ISTEP+ test will be administered online this year. Last year, part 1 was administered using
paper and pencil, and part 2 was administered online. If you would like to see sample items
of what the ISTEP+ test will look like, please click here to go to the IDOE (Indiana Department of Education) website and search for Assessment ISTEP+ Grades 3-8, 10. The link is
under Content-specific Resources.
We are often asked, “How can my child prepare for ISTEP+?” Your child can start preparing now by getting adequate sleep each night, eating breakfast, ensuring he/she is at school
regularly, and doing his/her best each day. If our students establish these habits now, testing
should go much smoother for them. Like I stated above, our teachers prepare lessons that
are aligned with the academic standards in order to increase academic achievement each
and every day. Please let your child’s STAR teacher know if you have questions about
ISTEP+ testing.

Stacy O’Brien, Interim Principal
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Apex SLC News
7th Grade
Apex learners in 7th grade recently rolled out a Social Studies
and Language Arts blended project called Awesome Argument.
The driving question for this project is: Which ancient civilization
had the biggest impact and influence on the modern day? 7th
grade Science learners are exploring the different types of
energy and how they effect our
daily lives. They are completing
studies and computer-generated
simulations to better understand
their impact. Please touch base
with your learners about what
they are doing daily in their core
classes.
8th Grade
The 8th grade learners of Apex
have hit the ground running in the
2nd semester. We have rolled
out our current Social Studies
project, Enduring Expansion,
which allows our kids to study
American Expansion. Learners

will answer the driving question:
Should Westward Expansion be
portrayed in a positive or negative light? They will participate in
a group debate that highlights the
events and outcomes of that time
period in our country’s history.
The Math Department is continuing on with equations and new
theorems. Additionally, we are
going to begin looking at exponents in the A class and AB is
going to start with inequalities.
All learners are encouraged to
use the help features in MathXL
as we start working with these
new concepts.
In Science, we are focused on
content-specific vocabulary with
the upcoming project. Learners
have been tasked with gathering
an understanding of the 50+
chemistry and science-related
terms that they will encounter in
the coming weeks. We would
love for parents to follow up on
these endeavors at home and ask

learners about their vocabulary
unit as it is imperative to understanding the content.
Language Arts has been quite
“abuzz” since learners have come
back from break. This quarter is
focused on the art of argument.
We are learning all about how to
craft an argument by discussing
entomophagy—bug eating—in
the western world. Learners are
studying the topic and developing
reasons and supportive evidence
as to why or why not this should
be a practice. They are also getting a little first hand experience!
There are many special things to
be on the look out for in the
coming weeks. We will begin our
2nd novel study of the year with a
book learners will be able to
keep. There are other learning
opportunities that will be coming
up. Please be watching for permission slips that will be coming
home.

Global SLC News
7th Grade
In 7th grade Global, students are exploring everything from Hammurabi’s Code to Newton’s
Laws! Ms. Murray is preparing students for argumentative writing, as well.
8th Grade
In 8th grade Global, students are learning about
the parts of an argumentative essay. They are
currently working on distinguishing
between textual evidence and RELEVANT evidence. Not all details are
created equal! Next week, students
will receive a form about buying indi-
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vidual copies of The Boy on the
Wooden Box by Leon Leyson for
Mrs. Lowe’s class. Books are
$7.50 with money due to Mrs.
Lowe before Spring Break.
In Mrs. Hammonds’ Science class,
students are utilizing a variety of
flow charts to help them learn
complex vocabulary.
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Explorations SLC News
7th Grade Explorations
Mrs. Gibbs asked her students to select one word that is meaningful and
important to them. Students created
a poster focusing on that word and
included anything that will help them
remember this word. The “one
word” posters will be displayed in our
hallway to help our students stay focused on their ONE word! What a
great way to start second semester!

8th Grade Explorations
Mr. Manring’s 8th
grade Science students have been
making predictions
about objects sinking or floating. The
most recent lab conducted in their
Science class was the Bowling Ball of
Science. Students had to determine if
the bowling ball would sink or float.
Ask your 8th grade student about the
outcome!
Data Day
All DMS students participated in our
school-wide Data Day on Monday,
January 8. Students reviewed their

REMINDERS

grades, GPA, attendance and NWEA
scores to set goals for improvement.
All students should be able to share
their goals and progress with their
families.
iTime
We hosted our first iTime Soiree on
Wednesday, December 13 in the DMS
cafeteria. Students were able to share
their iTime projects with other students, parents, Decatur staff, and community members. We are
#DecaturProud of our students and
their hard work. We will keep you
posted about our next soiree. We
were really excited to showcase all of
the passion projects! We are still
looking for mentors with various expertise who want to share their
knowledge with our students to help
support their iTime project development. Please contact Mrs. O’Brien at
sobrien@msddecatur.k12.in.us if you
are interested.
Follow us on Twitter at
@ExplorationsDMS and like us on
Facebook at DMS Explorations to see
activities that occur in Explorations
classes.

Lately, we have noticed a need to review
a few of our DMS Dress Code
expectations. These expectations have
been reviewed with our students
already.
1)

Students are expected to keep their
cell phone in their locked lockers.
Students may check their phones
during passing time. If you should
need to contact your child in
between passing periods, please
call our school at 317-856-5274 to
reach him/her.

2)

Students are expected to wear their
SLC lanyard and ID during the
school day. This helps us identify
students more quickly. Students
also need their ID for ease of
getting their breakfast and lunch.

3)

While hoodies can be worn to and
from school, hoodies are not
permitted to be worn during the
school day. If students choose to
wear a hoodie to school, it should
be kept in their locker during the
school day.

4)

Leggings can be worn under attire if
the attire could be worn without
the leggings.

5)

Students should refrain from
wearing ripped or torn jeans to
school.

Sign up for Remind to receive regular
text message notifications about upcoming Explorations events.


7th Grade Explorations Families:
Text @7exp1718 to 81010



8th Grade Explorations Families:
Text @8exp1718 to 81010
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Imagine SLC News
7th Grade
Imagine 7th graders started their third quarter concepts with a team rollout the first week back from
break. This quarter, the masterwork is the short film
“Peter and the Wolf.” Students watched the Disney
version of this film and discussed concepts that could
be found between the characters, the music, and the
audience. The discussion led to the discovery of the
concept interactions. Students then returned to their
classes to illustrate their favorite interaction from the
show. They also discussed and wrote about how
interactions affect their own lives.
For the next several weeks, Friday art block time will
be geared toward activities that stem from the masterwork and revolve around the interactions concept.
Some of these activities include abstract art, instrument experiences, and art journaling.
Imagine 7th graders are also studying slope (how to
draw and describe lines on a coordinate graph) in
math classes. Students have learned how to describe
the lines on a graph as a positive slope (going uphill),
a negative slope (going downhill), a zero slope
(horizontal), and no/undefined slope (vertical). Stu-

dents also learned that slope is a ratio comparing the
rise of the line to the run of the line. Lines were
drawn on the graph given one point, and then students found a second point by using the slope to rise
and run to the second point. As a follow-up to this
activity, students are creating “Stained Glass” by
choosing lines to draw based on the information
provided. They will then color the graph using their
favorite shades to represent stained glass. Student
stained glass will be combined to create a larger
stained glass artwork.
Students in Mrs. Tiffany’s pre-algebra class have been
working hard on Algebra 1 standards learning about
linear equations. So far, they have learned 2 ways to
identify points to graph the linear equations on the
coordinate graphs. They have been concentrating on
the vocabulary for this unit, so that they can use the
terms correctly in both their written and verbal answers.
As a reminder, don’t forget to follow us on Twitter
@ImagineDms and on Facebook (dmsimagine) to see
all of the great things going on in our SLC!

The core mission of this school is the creation
of highly engaging activities, materials, and
settings for learning that are too good—too
interesting—for students to resist AND increases student achievement.
The MSD of Decatur Township is Student Invested, Community Connected. We prioritize

Want to be a bus driver for
Decatur Township? Well…..
Call the transportation office
at 317-856-8060 – ask for
Mark Anderson!

Student Learning, Safety and Customer Service,
fostering a support system for our families.

We will train you to get your
CDL class B license!

It is the Board’s commitment to provide a safe, positive,
productive and nurturing educational environment for all
of its students. Any individual who believes a student has
been or is the victim of discrimination, bullying, or
harassment should report the situation to the building
principal or designee or complete the School District’s
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying report form, which
is available online at www.msddecatur.k12.in.us.
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Make $19.61 an hour for doing what many parents do
for free!

DMS BAND
ISSMA SOLO & ENSEMBLE COMPETITION

The DMS Band Program had 25 students participate in 22
events at the ISSMA District Solo & Ensemble Competition
at Ben Davis 9th Grade Center. These students spent hours
preparing solos and one quartet to perform at this event.
We had 16 events receive gold ratings and 5 receive silver.
These students represented both 7th & 8th grade.
Gold Ratings:


Rachel Kinnaman, flute—7th Grade



Grace Ludlow, Clarinet—8th Grade



Mya Swift, Clarinet—8th Grade



Larissa Harpold, Clarinet—8th Grade



Abigail Haywood, Clarinet—7th Grade



Olamide Akinseye, Clarinet—7th Grade



Christian Marquez, Alto Saxophone—8th Grade



Justin Newland, Trumpet—7th Grade



James Templeton, Trombone—8th Grade



Nathan Collier, Trombone—8th Grade



William Hogbin, Tuba—8th Grade



Justin Wilcher, Xylophone—7th Grade



Evan Miller, Snare Drum—7th Grade



Jacob Roeder, Snare Drum—7th Grade



Isaiah Mason, Snare Drum—7th Grade



McNeil Brass Quarter (Trumpet: Alex McNeil, Jason
Frosch, Bobby Shaw; Trombone: Peyton Dorsey) - 8th
Grade

Silver Ratings:


Faith Diaz, Flute—7th Grade



Hayley Sisk, Clarinet—8th Grade



Kylee McCabe, Tenor Saxophone—8th Grade



Nathaniel Burkhart, Trombone—8th Grade



Vivian Toler, Xylophone—8th Grade

