
CONSENT AGENDA 
Item 3a 

 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 68, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

Regular Board of Education Meeting – October 20, 2009 
 

The Board of Education of School District 68, Cook County, Illinois, met on the 20th day of October, 
2009, in regular session at the Educational Service Center, according to the rules of the Board. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the President of the Board, Hank Schneider, who 
presided.   
 
Members of the Board were present as follows: 
 
Present: Amy Anson 
  David Beller 
   David Ehrlich 
  Paul Livieri 
  Una McGeough 

Hank Schneider 
     
Absent:  Tanja Tuck 

 
Administrative staff members were present as follows: 
 
 Frances McTague, Superintendent 
 Leslie Gordon, Highland School Principal 
 Robyn Hawley, Old Orchard Junior High School Asst. Principal 
 Luis Illa, Old Orchard Junior High School Principal 
 Beth Millard, Assistant Superintendent for Business 
 Randy Needlman, Devonshire School Principal 
 Susan O’Neil, Jane Stenson School Principal 
 Barbara Phillips, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
 Jac McBride, Director of Special Services 
 
Absent: None 
  
Visitors: Lila Ardell Mary Hinsey Nick Tarantello 
 Angela Athanasopoulos Ellan Miller Rosemary Tate 
 Natalie Dandino Ellen Mocogni Allison Zidek 
 Carrie Guerard Steve Spiegel  
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS AND VISITORS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 President Schneider asked Board members and administrators at the head table to introduce 

themselves.  He asked for comments from the audience regarding items not on the agenda.  
There were no comments.   
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2. CONSENT AGENDA 
  
 It was moved by Member Ehrlich, seconded by Member Beller, that the Board of Education 

approve the items on the Consent Agenda, which contained the following: 
 a. Minutes 
  Regular Board of Education Meeting – September 15, 2009 
  Closed Board of Education Meeting – September 15, 2009 
  Closed Board of Education Meeting – October 3, 2009 
 b. Personnel:  Family Medical Leave: S. Ruse; Classified Appointment: A. Daniel,  
  M. Trevino; Administrator Salary Compensation Report 
 c. Financial Reports 

d. September expenditures as follows:  (a) accounts payable checks dated 9/30/09 in 
the amount of $503,710.53; (b) handwritten checks in the amount of $233,571.55;  
(c) payroll checks in the amount of $1,379,216.45; for a total of $2,116,498.53 
checks issued for September. 

 Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider  
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
 
 

3. 2009 ISAT REPORT 
 

Assistant Superintendent Phillips presented a summary of the results of the ISAT test that 
was administered to District 68 students last spring. She provided information about the 
No Child Left Behind legislation and district demographic trends which have impacted 
scores.  She highlighted 2009 ISAT performance differences between subgroups and in 
comparison with 2006 ISAT performance.  Dr. Phillips described the interventions in 
place to support struggling students and plans to focus on specific areas during teacher 
institute days. There was discussion about how best to address the decline in scores and 
meet the needs of the changing district population.  President Schneider thanked Dr. 
Phillips for her report. 

 

4. 2009 SUMMER SCHOOL REPORT  
 

Assistant Superintendent Phillips reviewed the 2009 Summer School program.  She noted 
that overall enrollment has declined significantly over the years especially in enrichment 
classes, while basic skills and ELL needs have increased.  There was support for 
decreasing the number of enrichment classes to reduce the number of classes which are 
cancelled due to lack of enrollment.  There was discussion about the importance of 
supporting students through the basic skills program.  President Schneider thanked Dr. 
Phillips for her report. 

 

5. 2010 SUMMER SCHOOL FEES AND RELATED TRANSPORTATION 
 

It was moved by Member McGeough, seconded by Member Anson, that the Board of 
Education increase tuition for Summer School from $115.00 per course to $120.00 per 
course; continue a $10 per course discount for tuition paid by April 16, 2010; maintain 
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the registration fee at $10.00 per student; and maintain the Summer School bus fee at $95 
per student.  During discussion there was a suggestion to consider a larger discount for 
early payment when recommending fees for 2011. 

Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider 
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
 
 

6. POLICY 6141 CURRICULUM CONTENT 
 

After discussion, this item was tabled for future consideration. 
 
 
7. REVISION OF POLICY 5117 PUPIL ENROLLMENT 
 
 It was moved by Member Anson, seconded by Member Beller, to revise Policy 5117 Pupil 

Enrollment, as follows: 
 
Pupil Open Enrollment and Transfer 5117 
 
The Board shall determine the number of attendance units, their geographic location and 
grade span according to the needs of the school district and its school population. 
 
The administration shall assign pupils to the schools and grade levels in the District.  
Assignment of students shall take into account pupil residence, age, current grade, 
readiness and ability of the child to do the work of a particular grade.  Admission and 
placement standards shall be under the direction of the Superintendent.  The 
Superintendent shall so organize attendance areas and staff assignments so as to achieve 
as balanced enrollments as possible and comparable staff-pupil ratios at each school.  
Enrollment information shall be provided annually to the Board. 
 
Parents may request enrollment of elementary pupils at schools outside their regular 
attendance areas.  Such requests shall be made prior to July 1 May 15 preceding the 
school year when the enrollment is to take effect and shall be limited so as not to worsen 
any enrollment imbalance with the school of the highest enrollment.  The Superintendent 
may approve enrollment reassignments resulting in imbalance if in the Superintendent’s 
judgment such enrollment would be in the best interest of the child involved and would 
have no adverse effect on the staffing factors of the grade level teams at the sending and 
receiving school.  Parents may request transfer of pupils between attendance centers 
during the school year for compelling child benefit reasons; such transfers shall be made 
only with the approval of the Superintendent after and examination of each circumstance.  
Parents are responsible for transportation outside the school attendance zone in which the 
child resides. 
 
Policy adopted by the Board of Education on February, 1962 
Last Revised: 4/20/04 
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Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider 
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
 

 
8. WAIVER OF STATE HOLIDAY IN SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

President Schneider opened the hearing on the Board’s intent to apply for a waiver to attend 
school on Casimir Pulaski Day.  Superintendent McTague explained the reasons for the 
waiver.  President Schneider asked for comments from the audience.  There were none.  The 
hearing was adjourned. 

 
 It was moved by Member Livieri, seconded by Member Ehrlich, that the Board of Education 

apply to the Illinois State Board of Education for a waiver to attend school on Casimir 
Pulaski Day, beginning with 2009-10.   
 
Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider 
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
 

 
9. BOARD GOVERNANCE RETREAT 
 
 The Board discussed the Board retreat and how to continue the process of self-reflection.  

The possibility of building something regularly into the Board meetings to provide a platform 
for this discussion was raised.  It was also suggested focusing this discussion on developing 
Board mission statements and revisiting these regularly or using the District Performance 
Scorecard as the basis of an annual discussion about Board goals and priorities.  There was 
agreement to start by looking at the District Performance Scorecard and an ISBE template for 
ongoing self-reflection at the next meeting. 

 
 
10. NILES TOWNSHIP DISTRICT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION #807  
 
 Member McGeough summarized the September 22, 2009 meeting of the Niles Township 

District for Special Education #807 Board.  President Schneider thanked Member McGeough 
for her report. 

 
 
11. MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR THE 2009 H1N1 VACCINATION PROGRAM 
 
 It was moved by Member Beller, seconded by Member Ehrlich, that the Board of Education 

approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the district and the Skokie Health 
Department for the 2009 Novel Influenza A H1N1 Vaccination Program (see Exhibit A). 

 
Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider 
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
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12. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 The Board reviewed several Communication items. 
 

 
13. ADJOURN THE MEETING TO CLOSED SESSION 

 
It was moved by Member Beller, seconded by Member Livieri, to move the meeting to 
closed session at 9:27 p.m. to discuss matters of personnel, as per 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), as 
amended by P.A. 93-0057 and to discuss lease of school property per 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6). 
 
Upon roll call, the members voted as follows: 
AYE: Anson, Beller, Ehrlich, Livieri, McGeough, Schneider 
NAY: None 
Motion carried. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
______________________________      _____________________________ 
 Beth Millard, Board Secretary Hank Schneider, President 
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