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Happy November, Whit t ier Famil ies!
Hard to believe it is going so fast!

There is only one way to start off  this month?s update? with FUN RUN!!! It is so exciting to announce that you exceeded 
our goal of $14,000 by raising over $16,000!!! Way to go everyone! It is great to see the pride and excitement that all of 
you have for our school! We had a few weather snafus? the f irst t ime in as long as anyone can remember but we stil l 
managed to pull it off ! 

A HUGE, HUGE thank you must go out to Mary Furman (her 7th, and last, year chairing the Fun Run). You have done a 
phenomenal job for so many years. Your commitment to Whittier is very much appreciated. We must also thank her 
committee as well. Thank you to Shayla, Kirsten, Kelly, and Sofia for helping organize this event and to all of the parents 
who volunteered their t ime to make it such a huge success! It just keeps getting better and better every year! AND we 
had another fun Whittier Common Ground to kick off  the morning. All in all a great day!

And a big thank you to:

- Gayla Morales and Karen Doyle for organizing another fabulous Book Fair. It is always so much fun to watch the 
auditorium be transformed into our very own book store with such a fantastic selection of books for our 
teachers, kids and families.

- Maureen Spain for organizing our Teacher/Staff  Conference Dinner. Thank you also to all of our parents who 
stepped forward to bring items to make this meal a success! Our hard working teachers deserve this extra litt le 
bit of pampering on these long days of conferences.

- Elizabeth Cruz for coordinating another successful Thai Oak Park Express fundraiser that lasted over 3 days this 
year and for planning another fun after school movie for the kids.

There are a few dates we want you to mark in your calendar (in ink if  you can!):

- November 7th, 7 pm - PTO Meeting in the Community Room, babysitt ing is provided.
- November 16th, after school - Turkey Trot
- November 17th, 6:30-8 pm - Family Harvest Dance
- December 1st, 8 am - Whitt ier Common Ground
- December 5th, 7 pm - PTO meeting. This meeting will be a holiday get together. Location will be announced.
- December 8th, after school - PTO Movie
- January 20th- PTO Trivia Night - Make sure you join us for our 3rd Annual Trivia Night at 19th Century Club on 

Forest Ave, Oak Park. This is one of our biggest events, and you don?t want to miss it. We need volunteers to 
help organize and to work at it (and you get in free if  you work the event). Please contact us if  you want to help!

Don?t forget to like the Whittier PTO page on Facebook. It is a great way to get more up to date information on what is 
going on.

Enjoy your November and the beginning of the holiday season. We are grateful for our teachers, staff , and all of you in 
our Whittier Community.

Amy Soumar and Brigitte Brostrom
PTO Co-Presidents
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Gavin
I love my family and soccer.
I don't l ike unfairness and loosing at 
chess.
I am happiest when I'm winning at 
sports and games and when I'm with 
my family.
I am afraid of our house catching on 
f ire.
I want to go to Six Flags again, get a 
Wii-U, and for everybody to have a 
long life.
O'Shaughnessey

Troy
I love my friends.
I don't l ike shellf ish.
I'm happiest when I'm with my family.
I'm afraid of really loud noises.
I wish for an X-Box, lots of friends, and 
peace on Earth.
Gerut

Joshua
I love my sister.
I don't l ike ghosts.
I'm happiest with my family.
I'm afraid that when I grow up I won't 
have a house.
I wish for no pollution, enough money 
for everybody, and a tabby cat.
Ashton

Annabel le
I love my dog, Otis.
I don't l ike getting hurt.
I'm happiest when I play with my dog.
I'm afraid of spiders.
I wish for a cat, for everybody to have 
food, and for peace on Earth,.
Brimeyer

Journey
I love my family and friends.
I don't l ike seafood.
I'm happy when I'm with my friends 
and family.
I'm afraid of sharks and death.
I wish for a phone, a sister and my 
very own food court.
Wil l is

Norlan
I love my family.
I don't l ike clowns.
I'm happiest when I'm with my friends.
I'm afraid of things popping out at me.
I wish for a Quick Silver action f igure, 
a pet monkey, and a mansion.
Davis

Gaspar
I love riding my bike.
I don't l ike doing things that I don't 
want to do.
I'm happiest when I'm riding my bike.
I'm afraid of some animals.
I wish for a big house, my own 
restaurant, and my own Go-Kart track.
Vil lafane

Aaron
I love to have my family and friends
around me.
I don't l ike to eat seaweed.
I am happiest when I read long books.
I am afraid of being alone at night.
I wish for peace on Earth, better 
education for everyone, and for 
everyone to have food.
Smith

Wil l
I love my family.
I don't l ike my dogs? sometimes.
I'm happiest when I'm with my friends.
I'm afraid of dying.
I wish for a mansion, a stunt car, and 
my own plane.
Haarvei

Henry
I love my family.
I don't l ike getting hurt.
I'm happiest when I am with my 
family.
I?m afraid of heights.
I wish for peace on Earth, a long and 
happy life, and inf inite Robux.
Kephart

Mil la
I love my family and my pets.
I don't l ike spiders.
I'm happiest when I watch TV with my 
dog.
I'm afraid of bugs and dying.
I wish for a baby sister, a hamster, and 
a cat.
Liss

Jul iet te
I love my brother.
I don't l ike grape leaves.
I'm happiest when I am playing soccer.
I'm afraid of thunder and lightning.
I wish for a puppy, peace on Earth, and 
for hungry people to have food.
Azizi

Marcel
I love pasta, noodles, my dad, my 
mom, my sister, and myself .
I do not l ike the sun, spiders, and 
nightmares.
I am happiest when I get my way.
I am afraid of spiders.
I wish for more sleep, a dog, and 
delicious food.
Belance

St udent  Subm issions

Bio Poems f rom Ms. Swanson's Class
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Cecil ia
I love my family everywhere they are.
I don't l ike my brothers being mean to me.
I'm happiest when I play with my brothers anywhere.
I'm afraid of nightmares.
I wish for another boy in the family, for everybody to be 
treated the same way, and to have more friends.
Wesley

Raena
I love cats.
I don't l ike spiders.
I'm happiest when I'm with my grandparents.
I'm afraid of losing my family.
I wish for a hamster, a cat, and a magic genie lamp.
Pruss

Marcie
I love my family.
I don't l ike bugs in my house.
I'm happiest when I'm with my friends.
I'm afraid of spiders.
I wish for a dog or a cat and to live in France.
Smith

Mal lory
I love my puppy Roxie and my family.
I don't l ike Roxie nipping at me.
I'm happiest when I make my family proud.
I'm afraid of losing my family.
I wish to be on America's Got Talent, to play in a big 
softball game, and to have a big roll in a play.
McConvil le

Tekla
I love sushi and sashimi,
I don't l ike getting in trouble.
I'm happiest when I am with my friends and family.
I'm afraid of death.
I wish for world peace, a long life and a happy family.
Schreiner-Wit te

Arjun
I love my family.
I don't l ike Siamese cats.
I'm the happiest when I'm eating my mom's food.
I'm afraid of many types of tomato salads.
I wish for a dog, a turtle, and an art room.
Mody

 

Geppetto?s Toy Box & Box Tops!

Geppetto?s Toy Box Hol iday Savings Card
It 's back! The Whittier PTO is partnering with Geppetto's Toy Box for a holiday 
fundraiser.

Purchase your GTB Holiday Savings Card for $5 and use it to get 20%  off at Geppetto's 
Toy Box for 8 days in November!

 Please see the f lyer in the digital backpack for more details about the Holiday Savings 
Card and instructions on how to purchase it. 

All proceeds from the sale of the Card go directly to the Whittier PTO!

Save Your Box Tops!
Now is the time to turn in all of those box tops you have been collecting! Use the f lyer in 
the digital backpack or put them in an envelope and turn them in to your child?s 
classroom teacher.

Box tops are worth 10 cents each, and they quickly add up to dollars that the PTO uses to 
support some of your favorite programs and events!

Find more student  poems on page 8!
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Dear Whittier Families,

Happy November! Things have been busy in the library this 
month. The fourth and f if th grade students have been 
learning to check out ebooks on their iPads and util ize the 
other features of our online catalog. Students and families 
can also check out ebooks, audiobooks, movies, and more 
on your own personal devices using your public l ibrary card 
number. Ask your 4th or 5th grader (or email me!) for help!

Younger classes have been reading the Monarch Books. 
Students read nominated tit les in order to become eligible 
to vote. In March, we conduct voting and count the votes for 
each award category to identify a Whittier winner; f inally, 
we submit our voting totals to the state for inclusion in 
identif ication of the state-wide award winners. Winning 
authors are thril led to be selected for the Il l inois Readers? 
Choice awards as they know the selection was made by 
their readers: the kids! Kindergarten, f irst, second, and third 
grade classes read Monarch nominees during library 
classes. So far, Lion Lessons by Jon Agee has been an early 
favorite. Stay tuned to see which book is chosen!

We?ve also been busy in our makerspace! A makerspace is a physical space where students can go to create, t inker, and 
problem-solve. We have a cart f il led with tools like Legos, Magnatiles, wiring sets, gears, and more that we roll out to 
use with library and classroom curriculum. Students have util ized these resources to discover math patterns, create 
habitats for l ions, examine circuitry, and so much more. We welcome donations of any building or crit ical thinking toys 
or tools!

The October Book Fair was a big success this year. The 
money raised by the book fair goes to support the school 
and the library so we greatly appreciate your support. The 
PTO generously donated many new books to the Whittier 
Library? everything from Real Friends by Shannon Hale to 
Thelma the Unicorn by Aaron Blabey! We?re so lucky to 
have an active PTO that helps support our school through 
these fun programs.

Our birthday books program is also up and running? in 
honor of your child's birthday or other special event, you 
may adopt a book for our library. Please feel free to contact 
me if  you?re interested in participating and, as always, visit 
our l ibrary website: www.op97.org/whitt ier/mediacenter/

Happy reading!
Laurie Conley
Whittier Teacher Librarian
lconley@op97.org
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Way to Go Wildcats!
The rain couldn't stop the Whittier Wildcats! Thank you 
for making the Fun Run a smashing success. We had a 
very successful Fun Run this year, having far surpassed 
our goal of $14,000. Because we reached our all-school 
goal, the kids will get to have a dance party on the 
blacktop on a date to come soon.

These funds support programs like Homework Helpers, 
ACES, ArtStart, and Opera for the Young; fund f ield trip 
buses; provide library support and fund community 
events like all-school picnics. Really outstanding!

Super extra big thanks to the volunteers who pulled 
together and donated their t ime ? especially since we 
had to reschedule TWICE due to rain! Wildcat high f ives 
to Mary Furman, Kirsten Jackson, Sofia Villafuerte, Shayla 
Bell, Kelly Witt, Kristen Alfonsi ,Terri McConville, 
Stephanie Thomas, Elizabeth Carrier, and Elizabeth 
McVey. And, special thanks to the local businesses that 
donated items for the Fun Run ? the Sugar Beet Co-Op 
and Geppetto's Toy Box.

FUN RUN FUN FACTS
12 classrooms met their classroom goal , earning their class some funds toward recess play things. 

Team Druckmil ler and Team Weiss were the top classrooms, earning 230%  and 203%  of  their class 
goals! 

More than $5500 of  the pledges came f rom outside Oak Park!

16 kids raised more than $200 each.

71%  of  the funds raised were provided through the onl ine Get Movin tool .

TOGETHER WE RAISED $16,177
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CALLING ALL GREEN TEAM VOLUNTEERS!
We're looking to gather volunteers to tackle the 
awesome work of Whitt ier?s Green Team. The volunteers 
will continue to expand and explore how we can 
continue to make our school GREEN! 

If  managing the recycling center, helping with our Zero 
Waste lunch/special events init iatives, and/or getting 
down and dirty (and sometimes weeds!) in the garden is 
your cup of tea, we?d love to have your helping hands! 

The Green Team is also responsible for providing an 
Earth Fair each year, with varying topics to raise 
awareness about the natural environment. 

Ideas are always welcome! If  you would love to be 
included in helping our school?s sustainability efforts, come join our group of volunteers or just learn more about all 
Green Team things at Whitt ier. Please email Kristen Hollinden at kristenhollinden@gmail.com for more information.

Mrs. Jacobson and our WISE teacher, Cheryl Knecht Muñoz from the Sugar Beet Schoolhouse, put together these 
awesome potato cages! Well, kids mostly know that potatoes grow in the ground, but did they know that a green leaf 
sprouts up so tall? 

Why a cage you ask? No digging up the potatoes in the ground with a shovel when they are ready to harvest, just pull 
the cage up and f ind your potatoes! This is an amazing sensory activity for our students who planted the potatoes last 
Spring and just harvested their crop this Fall. They got to get their hands dirty and f ind some of nature?s delights!

https://www.facebook.com/cmunoz100
https://www.facebook.com/cmunoz100
https://www.facebook.com/cmunoz100


Melanna
I love cooking
I don't l ike broccoli and french fries
I am happiest when I play with my 
baby doll
I am afraid of dogs
I wish for a birthday party
Jordan

Nathan
I love recess
I don't l ike people that hit others
I am happiest when I'm on the 
computer
I am afraid of zombie monsters
I wish for computer every year, every 
month, every week, every day
Smith

Anthony
I love baseball
I don?t l ike celery
I am happiest when I am playing 
kickball
I am afraid of t igers
I wish for a puppy, gerbil, and an 
endless amount of almond- raisin
cookies
Pinzari

Jackson
I love my family
I don?t l ike when people f ight
I am happiest when I play with my 
friends
I am afraid of bullies
I wish for warm weather every day, a 
very snowy winter and a go-cart
Bracey

Noah
I love my Mom and Dad
I don?t l ike not having the sun out
I am happiest when having a dog
I?m afraid of thunder
I wish for a dog, a mouse and my own 
iPhone 7
Prokop

Enzo
I love video games
I don?t l ike crazy people
I am happiest when I see the Cubs
I?m afraid of Venus Fly Traps
I wish for ever lasting chocolate, 
thousands of chicken wings and a 
pet Piranha
Iannantuoni

Lily
I love rainbows and my dog
I don?t l ike writ ing
I am happiest when my dog howls
I?m afraid of big wolves
I wish for another dog, more f ish, and 
a BIG pool
Carr 

Aidan
I love animals
I don?t l ike corn dogs
I am happiest when I see a movie
I?m afraid of bombs
I wish to have a f ish, be a baseball 
player and be famous
Hargrove

Andre
I love playing games
I don?t l ike when people are unfair
I am happiest when I am sleeping
I?m afraid of tsunamis and hurricanes
I wish for a healthier earth, peace 
with Aliens, a mansion with a 
waterslide pool and a butler
Steward

Ol ivia
I love my Stuffy
I don?t l ike being hurt
I am happiest when my Mom 
snuggles with me
I?m afraid of thunder
I wish for a pig, endless hot 
chocolate and reading books
Cruz

Sebast ian
I love my siblings, parents and 
cousins
I don?t l ike punishments and 
groundings
I am happiest when I?m watching TV
I?m afraid of breaking my bones
I wish for an Xbox 360, a phone and 
an everlasting massage
Builes

Sonia
I love pickles
I don?t l ike being uncomfortable
I am happiest when I dance
I am afraid of hurricanes
I wish for a white very, very, very, 
f luffy puppy, to not having food 
sensitivit ies, and have a thousand 
jars of pickles
Yu

St udent  Subm issions

Bio Poems f rom 

Mrs. Hoehne's Class
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Marne
I love my family
I don?t l ike when people get frustrated
I am happiest when someone helps me
I?m afraid of Thunderstorms
I wish for a pool, a lemon and basil garden and never 
ending watermelon slices
Pope

El l iot
I love kickball
I don?t l ike arguments
I am happiest when I play baseball
I?m afraid of a bad grade
I wish to be on the Cubs and have a pet cat and shark
Engebretson

Clare
I love letters from Jack Frost
I don?t l ike cooked carrots
I am happiest when I am in my room alone
I am afraid of death
I wish for more crafting stuff , cats and world peace
Gulbransen

Eric
I love my cat
I don?t l ike bathrooms
I am happiest when I?m playing kickball
I am afraid of spiders
I wish for a dog, a plane and a real Pokeman
Leonard

Laila
I love Math
I don?t l ike spiders
I am happiest when I get to see my Auntie Phelica
I?m afraid of BIG dogs
I wish for a dog, Shopkins and a new bed
Mosso

El ias
I love baseball
I don?t l ike cheese
I am happiest when I am with my family
I am afraid of l ightening
I wish for everyone to have a home, a family and food
Danko

Josie
I love Sheep Doodles
I don?t l ike ketchup
I am happiest when I am playing outside
I am afraid of l ightening
I wish for a pool, a never ending tacos and Hershey Park
McConvil le

Freia
I love having my dog Dixie
I don?t l ike when people are mad
I am happiest when I am with my family
I am afraid of the robots from the Transformer movies
I wish for a Jumbo Beanie Boo, to have good food and 
water and a happy life
Brostrom

Graham
I love pizza
I don?t l ike nuclear fusion
I am happiest when I eat food
I am afraid of an Apocalypse
I wish for world peace, a cat, jet pack and a good job 
when I am older
Templeton

Ethan
I love reading and my family
I don?t l ike when people f ight
I am happiest when my family spends time together
I am afraid of heights and ghosts from movies
I wish for a happy world, no war and to help the 
homeless
Danko

Nadia
I love my brother
I don?t l ike when people disgust me
I am happiest when I?m with my family
I am afraid of getting a shot in my mouth
I wish for a good life and for people to be good and 
healthy
Vattana

Finnleigh
I love my baby dolls, dog, D.I.Y.S. dance, Mom, Dad and 
Rory
I don?t l ike littering, guns and rainy days
I am happiest when I?m with litt le kids or babies; I am on 
a trampoline, in a Bouncy house or doing an obstacle 
course, and playing with my dolls or Barbies
I am afraid of clowns, snakes and scary Halloween 
decorations
I wish for a litt le sister or brother, never ending 
chocolate bar, and be able to get the things that I want 
when I want
Higgins-Urban
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Physical Educat ion

Whittier Physical Education classes are going great. All 
grades continue to have a f itness component as well as 
focusing on the importance of using kind words with a 
kind voice, cooperating, and helping others. The 3rd -5th 
grade students are active enhancing their teamwork skil ls 
and K-2nd grade students are working on movement 
skil ls as well as sport skil ls at an introductory level. I am 
proud of how students are improving and always keep 
trying. Keep up the great effort Wildcats!

-Mr. Coglianese
http:/ /www.op97.org/scoglianese

The Oak Park Eagles earned a gold medal at the regional 
soccer tournament. The gold medal earned the Eagles a 
spot in the Special Olympic state soccer games that will 
be held on November 4th.

The Eagles are a unif ied soccer team, which means the 
team is composed of students with and without 
disabilit ies from several schools in the district ranging 
from 4th through 8th graders.

-"Mr. Tim"
Mr. Timothy McDonald

In t he ART ROOM

Our kindergarten students continued their exploration into lines and shapes. We created our own paper sculptures. 
Some of the pieces may have even made their way home.

Our f irst graders are getting used to using our new tempera cakes for painting.

When students are exposed to art, in and out of school, it shows in their work and art grows in their hearts. (Corny but 
true)

Mr. W.D. Patterson
Visual Arts Teacher
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It was so nice to get the chance to 
talk with many families during 
conference time, and we added lots 
of new books to our Spanish room 
library from the book fair. We can't 
wait to share them!

Here's a taste of what we've been up 
to in our learning and where we are 
headed next.

Themes & Topics

Kindergarten

Continuing to work with concrete 
concepts such as colors, body parts 
and how we are feeling? of course 
with lots of movement and music 
and "read-alouds." We have added 
seasonal themes, as well as plants 
such as calabazas (pumpkins) and 
manzanas (apples.) 

Señorita Ojeda taught us a fun game 
called La Manzana Envenenada (The 
Poison Apple). Students choose a 
colored apple (working on their color 
words), hoping not to get the one 
that is envenenada. Lots of drama 
when they do! 

Students have also been working on 
a writ ing & drawing activity showing 
how their calabazas are feeling: Mi 
calabaza está........... They are quite 
fun!

1st /2nd Grade

We sent our 
mariposas on their 
way for the 
Symbolic Migration. 
Each class made an 
"ambassador" 
butterf ly and 
individual 
butterf l ies to send 
to Mexico as part of 
the project that 
involves students from Mexico, 
Canada, and the US in learning about 
the monarch migration and the 
importance of butterf ly 
conservation. 

We watched a slide show about the 
monarch sanctuary in Michoacán, 
read several stories, learned a hand 
play of mariposa, and the song 
Señorita Mariposa (by Mr. G.). We 
will be able to track our mariposas 
on their way to Mexico and in the 
spring some of them will migrate 
back to us. We are also looking into 
an opportunity for an artist visit. 

We are continuing with our Calico 
stories about Pedro el Pez and his 
friends. We especially enjoy singing 
the songs that are part of the units. 
Our new favorite is "Lluvia" 
(Rain)? very appropriate for our 
weather these days!

2nd/3rd Grade

Seasonal themes including 
Fall and Día de los 
Muertos; descriptive 
words; getting our 
numbers down: 0-10; 1-31; 
and 10-100 (by 10s). 3rd 
grade has been talking 
about what we like to do in 
the fall using the 
structures: ¿Qué te gusta 

hacer en el otoño? En el otoño me 
gusta ______. We have done 
conversational and write/draw 
activit ies, as well as games such as 
charades.

4th/  5th Grade

We have started our f irst chapter 
book en español! Brandon Brown 
Quiere un Perro (Brandon Brown 
Wants a Dog) is a novel written 
especially for novice readers. 

It uses cognates (words that can 
transfer between languages without 
needing to look them up) and simple 
words and phrases to enhance 
understanding of "early" readers. It 
will also offer us the chance for 
increased writ ing en español. 

Together with Brandon Brown, we 
are focusing on the "Súper Siete" 
(Super Seven), frequently used verb 
forms, mastery of which allow much 
more understanding and growing 
language use. For now we are using 
the "I" and "he/she" forms of these 
verbs: soy (I am), es (he/she is), 
quiero (I want), quiere (he/she 
wants), me gusta (I l ike/ it is pleasing 
to me), le gusta (he/she likes), voy (I 
go), va (he/she goes), hay (there 
is/ there are), tengo (I have), t iene 
(he/she has), estoy (I am), está 
(he/she is). 

Language (Spanish FLES) 
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Wor ld Language Program
In other news, Whittier's PTO-sponsored World Language program is starting in November and proudly offers two 
additional languages this year! 2nd-5th graders had the option to register for French, German, American Sign Language, 
or Spanish lunchtime enrichment classes. Madame Robert (the World Language chair and French instructor) is very 
excited that so many students are participating, and we look forward to a great year of language-learning!

Wor ld Language Advisory Com m it t ee
The World Language Advisory Committee (WLAC) is a broad-based district committee, comprised of teachers, 
administrators, board members, parents, and community members, including business professionals, consultants, 
university academics and researchers, bil ingual teachers and other experts in second language acquisit ion. It is open to 
all for whom language learning is a passion.

Next meet ing: 
November 6, 7-8:30 pm

Whit t ier School  Community Room

Other dates for this academic year: 
January 29, 2018
March 12, 2018
Apri l  23, 2018
May 14, 2018

We will also be participating in the district Ethnic Festival/World Languages Day in May.

Our f irst meeting of the year was on Sept. 25. That evening's work focused on getting acquainted, setting goals and 
activit ies for the year, and beginning to formally delineate and demonstrate how language learning is an integral part 
of the District vision and goals. This important work will continue at the November meeting.

Please join us or contact Señora Deaton (ddeaton@op97.org) or Señorita Ojeda (eojeda@op97.org) if  you would like to 
be involved or for more information.

Please remind your student to 
practice these and keep working on 
the question words we started 
earlier.

In class enrichment: Students who 
speak Spanish at home or who have 
had intensive early Spanish 
exposure always have the option for 
in-class enrichment when we are 
working on basic vocabulary and 
structures. This includes choosing to 
participate in games in more of a 
leadership role, writ ing or reading 
independently, or working in small 
groups.

Spanish Club

Third grade Spanish club started in 
mid-October and meets Wednesdays 
at lunch. Our 1st meeting was very 
well attended. 4th and 5th grade 
Spanish club has a core regular 
group of about 20 who participate 
weekly on Thursdays.

Watch the Greenleaf for further 
updates on our learning. For more 
info on our in-curricular Elementary 
World Language (Spanish-FLES) 
program, including language 
resources for supporting your child's 

learning, check out our District 97 
Elementary Spanish Department 
website:http:/ / d97spanish.weebly.com

Gracias for your continued support 
of your child's language learning. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us 
with questions or concerns.

Señora Deaton
ddeaton@op97.org

Señorita Ojeda
eojeda@op97.org
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Music

BAND
Beginning Band
Students have been very enthusiastic and working very hard getting a start on their instruments. 

Here is a snapshot of what your child has been learning:

- Assembling, holding and getting a sound on the instrument.
- Identifying (note reading), f ingering and playing 3-5 pitches
- Tonguing - starting each note with the tongue (not percussion!)
- Playing our f irst short songs
- How to play together in a group

Assessments
Formative: Ongoing during each lesson.

Summative: Students will demonstrate skil ls and knowledge by passing select songs on their instruments and a written 
end of unit test, both tied to national standards. In doing this, students will earn certif icates for each of 3 levels this 
year coordinating with each grading period.

Finally, if  they haven't already, ask your child to play Hot Cross Buns or Mary Had a Litt le Lamb for you. The goal is to be 
able to play them by this point. If  they can't quite get it, encourage them to practice and they will soon!

Intermediate Band
Students have been enthusiastically working on both their level 4 certif icates and the new band music.

Here is a snapshot of what we are learning in band:

- Articulation: slurring - smoothly connecting groups of notes in one breath after tonguing the f irst.
- Expression: dynamics: crescendo and decrescendo - gradually getting louder and softer, tempo - pace
- New notes
- Theory - key signatures, dotted notes, t ies, tempos, march form
- How to rehearse as a band

~Mr. Shannon

 
WHITTIER WINTER SING

Save the Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2017

The classes of  Baker, Downs, Dunn, Vil lasin, Druckmil ler, and Nelson wil l  be performing at  6:00 and 6:30. 
We?l l  be playing instruments, dancing and singing in Engl ish and Español ! More details to fol low.

Other Upcoming Concerts
March 15, 2018

Winter Sing for Grades 1, 2 and 3

March 22, 2018
District 97 Choral Festival 

@ OPRF High School

May 15th, 2018
Spring Sing for Grades 4 and 5
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A reminder that practice at home is 
essential to your child's success in band. 

We recommend 15-20 minutes, 
5 days a week. 



Ilan
I love my family.
I don?t l ike when my mom makes me 
go to bed really early and my 
brothers get to go to bed later.
I?m afraid of bees.
I wish for no scary things, good 
dreams, and no more wars.
Olguin

Ariel le
I love my school.
I don?t l ike pizza.
I?m happiest when I?m doing Math .
I?m afraid of spiders.
I wish for good grades, sticking 
together, and good health.
Spurlock

Whitney
I love my friends.
I don?t l ike carrots.
I?m happiest when I have recess.
I?m afraid of spiders.
I wish for a dog, a bunny, and cell 
phone
Wil l iams

Cameren
I love my sister.
I don?t l ike people who brag.
I?m happiest when I?m playing with 
my friends.
I?m afraid of clowns.
I wish for as many wishes as I want, 
super speed, and f lying powers.
January

Aryana
I love basketball.
I don?t l ike broccoli.
I?m happiest when I can play soccer.
I?m afraid of heights.
I wish for my own car, my own X-box 
and my own basketball.
Blanchard

Mae
I love when I play with my BFF?s
I don?t l ike when I?m teased.
I?m afraid of sharks
I wish to have a dog, a litt le sister, 
and a bunk bed.
Warzocha

Mike
I love my family.
I don?t l ike when people bully me.
I?m afraid of the dark.
I wish for peace, love and good 
health.
Hamer

Hank
I love my family.
I don?t l ike getting hurt.
I?m happiest when playing sports.
I?m afraid of bees.
I wish for recess, to be in the Hall of 
Fame, and the Chicago Bears to win a 
game.
Hickok-Fletcher

Alex
I love my family.
I don?t l ike getting hurt.
I am happiest when I play sports.
I?m afraid of my litt le brother getting 
hurt.
I wish that I could win the World 
Series, be in the Hall of Fame, and be 
rich.
Cohen

Evan
I love hockey.
I don?t l ike tennis.
I?m happiest when I?m out with my 
family.
I?m afraid of clowns.
I wish to be in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame, to win the Stanley Cup, and to 
meet LeBron James.
Comm

Theresa
I love peace for all.
I don?t l ike bullying.
I?m happiest when I can be a helping 
hand in school.
I?m afraid of death.
I wish for no pollution, no wars, and a 
cure for cancer.
Olson

Peter
I love my teddy bear.
I don?t l ike cats.
I?m happiest when I go to bed.
I?m afraid of the dark.
I wish for a pug, a limousine, and a 
drone.
Gustavson

Geneva
I love my whole family.
I don?t l ike being hurt by anyone.
I?m happiest when I?m with my 
friends.
I?m afraid of nightmares.
I wish for good health, all of us to 
work together, and my special 
blankey to be real.
Volk

El iana
I love my family.
I don?t l ike kidnappers.
I am happiest when I read.
I am afraid of Abagail (the ghost girl).
I wish for a dog, the world to stay 
forever, and my Mom and Dad not to 
die at an early age.
Perez

St udent  Subm issions

Bio Poems f rom Ms. Lit t le's and 
Mrs. Jacobson's Class
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Dylan
I love my dog.
I don?t l ike bullies.
I?m happiest when it is the weekend.
I?m afraid of clowns.
I wish for no homework, all of the Legos in the world, and 
to eat cake everyday.
Braam

Cheslynn
I love my family.
I don?t l ike bullies.
I?m happiest when I visit my family.
I?m afraid of spiders.
I wish I could f ly, for freedom for everyone, and no bullies 
in the world.
Ash

Ascher
I love pizza.
I don?t l ike people calling me names.
I?m happiest when I can hang out with my friends.
I?m afraid of the Earth ending.
I wish for a brother and sister, and having a super power.
Lowes

Laney
I love reading.
I don?t l ike the color black.
I?m happiest when I?m with my friends and family.
I?m afraid of kil ler clowns and Abigail.
I wish for friendship, love, and a dog.
Stelzer-Jocks

Ol iver
I love Pokemon.
I don?t l ike Star Wars.
I?m happiest when I have food.
I?m afraid of sharks.
I wish for a Build-a-Bear Toothless,a Build-a-Bear Squirtal, 
and a real l ife Pikachu.
Schnizlein

Ahmyas
I love my dog.
I don?t l ike burgers.
I?m happiest when I have sleepovers.
I?m afraid of nothing.
I wish I was rich, I had a mansion, and limo.
Blanchard

Leah
I love everyone I know.
I don?t l ike when people are f ighting.
I?m happiest when I can be with my friends.
I?m afraid of balls going over my head.
I wish to always have playdates whenever I want, to be a 
Dragon Master, and to get whatever I want.
Steiner

Ruby
I love bugs.
I don?t l ike practicing the piano.
I?m happiest when I?m warm and cozy.
I?m afraid of the dark.
I wish for a pet, my mom to get better, and my
brother to be nicer to me.
O?Shaughnessey
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November 7
PTO Meet ing 

November 8-11
Outdoor Educat ion (5th Grade)

November 16
Turkey Trot  (3rd-5th Grade)

November 17
Family Harvest  Dance

November 23-25
Thanksgiving Break

December 1
Whit t ier Common Ground

December 5
PTO meet ing & hol iday get  

together

December 8
PTO Movie



Around
Whit t ier


