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Go Wildcat Volunteers!
This month we're sending a giant shout out to our PTO volunteers. 

Simply put, each and every fun and enriching event our kids benefit from wouldn?t be possible 
without you. 

From supplementing the stellar education to making happy memories, PTO events and activit ies  
cannot exist without your parental/ guardian support. 

On a personal note, I never saw myself  as as PTO mom. That was always someone else, not me. 
Turns out it was me all along. After I realized how fast these elementary years go by, I knew I 
needed to be a part of it. 

Fortunately our family's schedule allowed for me to dedicate time to this extraordinary group of 
volunteers. It?s not the case with everyone, we get it. 

But, if  you're at all curious or would like to f ind a way to help, ask us about all the ways you can 
support the PTO and Whittier. There are opportunities to volunteer at after school and weekend 
events, during school hours, and we even have plenty of opportunities that can f lex to 
accommodate your schedule. From a regular commitment to a one-off , it all makes a dif ference. Not 
every effort requires in-person hours at school and the behind-the-scenes work is just as crit ical to 
our mission.

So, if  you ever f ind yourself  with an extra hour to donate to these unforgettable elementary years, 
you won?t be disappointed. 

And, if  you are interested in becoming involved (or more involved!) in your PTO, please reach out to 
us with your interests, talents, and questions. 

We will be starting to f il l open positions for the 2018-2019 school year in April and would love to 
have you join us.

A great way to get started is to join us at our next PTO Meeting. Come on Tuesday, March 6th at 7:00 
pm to the Community Room. All our welcome, as always. 

If  you miss a meeting, you can always catch the minutes on the Whittier PTO website.

And, don?t forget to like the Whittier PTO page on Facebook. It is a great way to get more up to date 
information on what is going on.

Amy Soumar and Brigitte Brostrom
PTO Co-Presidents

Don't  forget  to mark your calendars:
March 6: PTO meeting at 7 pm
March 15: Music Concert featuring 1st, 2nd, 3rd Grades
March 21: Our Winter WISE session ends. Watch for exciting class info for our spring sessions!
March 26th - March 31st: Spring Break



Physical Educat ion 

January f inished up with gymnastics and through February we will complete our "Heartland" unit. Heartland is an 
obstacle course that simulates the structure and function of our heart. All students K-5 are able to experience traveling 
through the heartland obstacle course just l ike our blood travels through our cardiovascular system. 

Students learned about chambers, valves, blood f low, and how our heart works with our lungs. In addition to that, 
students also learned about maximum heart rate and target heart rate. 

In March, PE classes look forward to a variety of team games, basketball skil ls, and nutrit ion.

~Mr. Coglianese

http:/ /www.op97.org/scoglianese

Teachers Claire Downs (Whittier), Tim McDonald (Whittier), and Chris Meglan (Julian) participated in the Polar Plunge 
this past Saturday in the frigid Lake Michigan waters. Claire, Tim, and Chris fully submerged their bodies in the lake to 
help raise funds for the Special Olympics.

~"Mr. Tim"

Mr. Timothy McDonald
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In t he ART ROOM

Our f if th graders have been working hard on a lengthy tempera painting project reminiscent of artist Laurel Burch, and 
they followed that assignment with our Andrew Warhol Pop Art project done in oil pastels. 

Some students have even gone on to begin their challenging house portraits. Please check your child's iPad to view 
their completed efforts.

~Mr. W.D. Patterson
Visual Arts Teacher



Join this exciting program led by D97 WL FLES Spanish teachers, including Sra. Ruiz (who used to help teach 
at Whitt ier). Additional activit ies for National World Languages Week will take place at D97 schools during 
the school day for the week March 5-9. Watch for more details.
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It was great to see and talk with so 
many of you at conferences and around 
the book fair. Thanks for all your 
support of your child's language 
learning. Here's a taste of what we've 
been up to in our learning and where 
we are headed next.

Themes & topics:

Kindergarten
Focus on likes and dislikes and the 
structures "Me gusta" and "No me 
gusta." Ask your student about the 
catchy songs we have been doing and 
how to say something is yucky. We 
continue to reinforce earlier themes 
and vocabulary and use lots of music 
and movement. Next up: we are headed 
to the rain forest.

1st /2nd
Continuing with Level B with our Calico 
units and more developed language 
about family members and descriptive 
words (colors and characteristics, l ikes 
and dislikes.). Calico is a great resource 
because it offers a reading piece to all 
we do with it. Next up: Places in the 
school, what we do there, and who 
teaches there, preparation for Spring 
Sing.

3rd
Continued work on Spanish alphabet 

and sound-letter correspondence, 
questions words, Winter Olympic 
sports and what we would like to do if  
we were competing. Next up: Places in 
the Community? talking about where 
we go, and what we do there, 
preparation for Spring Sing.

4th/5th
We finished our "write and draw" 
describing ourselves. Some very 
creative students!  We also played a 
game trying to f igure out who the 
mystery person was based on his/her 
self-description. 

We continue to work on the "Super 
Siete"? essential verbs that really 
expand speaking: quiero (I want), 
quiere (he/she wants), me gusta (I 
l ike/ it is pleasing to me), le gusta 
(he/she likes), voy (I go), va (he/she 
goes), hay (there is/ there are), tengo (I 
have), t iene (he/she has), estoy (I am), 
está (he/she is), as well as question 
words. Remind your student to practice 
these. 

We have just begun our "Travel" unit 
learning lots about Spanish-speaking 
countries (New to 4th graders; 5th 
graders building on what they learned 
last year), talking about what we would 
like to do when visit ing those 
countries, and learning some Spanish 

travel survival phrases. Our summative 
assessment will be an individual 
"digital travel brochure" about a 
country of students' choice done on 
their iPads. Watch for more detail.

Choice Day
All classes are doing a great job and 
have earned at least one "Choice Day" 
for using lots of español and doing 
their best learning. We've had Crown & 
Mustache Day, Whole Class Game Day, 
Free Read en español with a Stuffed 
Buddy Day, Stations Game Day, Tech 
Day, and more to come!

Spanish Club
Lots of fun in 317 at lunchtime! 3rd 
grade meets on Wednesday. We have 
also added a small group on Monday 
for those who participate in lunchtime 
language on Wednesday. 4th/5th 
grades meet on Thursday. We will go 
through early May and then have our 
lunch time f iesta.

Our Don Quixote project starts next 
week! It will include photographing all 
the Quixote tiles in the main stairwell 
as well as revising an article on the 
history of the tiles f irst written by 
Spanish club a few years back.

We also led Spanish games at the Fun 
Fair on March 3!

Language (Spanish FLES) 

Keep them reading and talking! 

Students who speak Spanish at home or who have had intensive early Spanish exposure always have the option for 
in-class enrichment when we are working on basic vocabulary and structures. This includes choosing to participate in 
games in more of a leadership role, writ ing or reading independently, or working in small groups. Out of school, please 
encourage them to use their español around the house and read in the language as possible. 

This will go far in helping them later in attaining the State of Il l inois Seal of Bi-l iteracy on their high school diploma. The 
more language practice, the stronger the skil ls!
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Japanese Visit to Whittier

We had a wonderful t ime with our visitors from the OPRFHS 
Japanese program (including some Whittier grads!) and 
their exchange student guests from Noshiro Shoyo High 
School in Akita Prefecture.

They taught us about Japan and the Japanese language and 
we did fun activit ies such as playing "Put the Face on 
Mario," making origami dogs, writ ing our names and words 
in Japanese, and listening to stories.

Ethnic Festival and World Languages Day

Saturday May 5, 2018

A long-standing tradition celebrating our community 
diversity, this year's Ethnic Festival and World Languages 
Day will again take place at Julian Middle School. Parade, 
performances, workshops, hands-on activit ies and more! 
Mark your calendars and watch for more details.

World Language Advisory Committee

The World Language Advisory Committee (WLAC) is a 
broad-based district committee, comprised of teachers, 
administrators, board members, parents, and community 
members, including business professionals, consultants, 
university academics and researchers, bil ingual teachers, 
and other experts in second language acquisit ion. It is 
open to all for whom language learning is a passion.

The Committee meets in the Whittier School Community 
Room. Remaining meetings for this school year are April 
23 and May 14, from7:00 - 8:30 pm. Please join us or 
contact me if  you would like to be involved or would like 
more information.

Stay Tuned for More!

We'll send more updates on our learning soon. For more 
info on our in-curricular Elementary World Language 
(Spanish-FLES) program, including language resources for 
supporting your child's learning, check out our District 97 
Elementary Spanish Department website: 
http:/ / d97spanish.weebly.com

Looking forward to lots of spring fun in our language 
learning. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time. ¡Gracias 
por todo!

~Señora Deaton  ~Señorita Ojeda 
ddeaton@op97.org eojeda@op97.org



Notes f rom the Music Room

Hello Whittier Families,

Do you know what  a ?drinkin? gourd? is and how it  was a symbol  of  f reedom ?

Ask your children to tell you the story of Follow the Drinkin? Gourd, about a family traveling north to Canada by 
following Peg Leg Joe?s coded song!

5th grade students are learning the song on their recorders.

In Ghana West  Af rica, the Ashant i people tel l  stories of  Anansi the Spider.

Kindergartners and First Graders learned stories about this beloved character, which focused on family unity .A 
rhythmic stanza chant, accompanied by rhythm sticks, added a musical component to the story.

During the last weeks of February, African-American/Black History Month Minutes were featured during morning 
announcements.

Some of these featured the music of Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Stevie Wonder, Leontyne Price and James Weldon 
Johnson, the co-writer of Lif t Every Voice and Sing.

A school assembly for all students took place on February 28th.The program featured performances by two staff  
members, dancers from Ms. Roskos? class, the Whittier Chorus, and a Whittier alum.

Upcoming Concert Dates

Thursday, March 15th- -6:00

First Grade (Weiss, Volz)

Second Grade (Wright, Will iams, Molnar)

Third Grade ( Hoehne, Litt le, Swanson, Jacobson)

****March 22nd? 6:00 ****

District 97 Choral Festival at OPRFHS

Tuesday, May 15th- - 6:30

Fourth Grade (Roskos, Lukehart, Darley, Tencate, Gawne)

Fif th Grade (Heide, McDaniels, Madsen, Tencate)

Music
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The students in 4th-grade GTD Language 
Arts were asked to continue the following 
prompt with a few sentences:

My wish for our world is...

However, in their writing they were not 
allowed to use any words with the letter "e." 
Enjoy these thoughtful, yet resourceful 
examples of students writing. - Ms. Small

My wish for our world is that nations won't go to war 
and things can f inally stay calm. I wish that nations 
could stay joyful and happy. I also wish that boys 
and girls of this world would stop making fun of 
boys and girls who hold kind souls. 
- Sophia Fickenscher

My wish for our world is for supplies to f ind a way to 
go to humans who long for supplies. I also wish that 
a cure is found for lymphoma. I wish for no man or 
woman to know unfair actions.
- Mora Schigelone

My wish for our world is:
# 1 - That all guys and gals can play football on a 3D 
octagon.
# 2 - That dinosaurs stil l ran around.
# 3 - That iPads will not crack.
# 4 - That the Pittsburgh football guys will win it all.
# 5 - That guys and gals can watch "Dr. Who."
# 6 - That all Olympic guys and gals will win 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd podium spots.
- Kaiden Taylor

My wish for our world is no fury, no bullying, no hurt 
or dying. That is my wish for our world.
- Caroline Webb

My wish for our world is for us to grasp that animals 
can pass away thanks to our pollution. Humans 
should try to stop it. Why can't animals and humans 
stay in harmony? That would f ix a bunch of 
situations. 
- Preeti Mirmira

My wish for our world is world unity. War should go 
AWOL to gain calm for all humans. I think it 's 
important that humans join hands so nobody is 
solitary. I think war is ruining time and living.
- Rose Kaegi

My wish for our world is no harm to animals by 
humans. My wish for our world is that all have a roof 
and for nobody to sit on a road.
- Grace Zoloto

My wish for our world is for kids and adults to honor 
animals and stop hunting. My cat honors my family, 
so why shouldn't my family honor my cat?
- Susan Ostler-Stil l

My wish for our world is that all of us could 
accomplish anything and that nobody is judging 
anybody and that nobody was unfair.
- Nora Kazyak

My wish for our world is pacif ication. Pacif ists 
should control our laws, authority, and big bombs. 
Also if  all law is in control, world pacif ication will be 
in our ability.
- John Decker
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St udent  Subm issions



March 6
PTO Meet ing 

March 9
Immigrant  and Refugee 

Story Time and Craf t

March 10
Hidden Figures

Screening and Discussion

March 12
Family Fiesta Monday

March 15
Music Concert  

1st , 2nd, 3rd grade

March 20
Inst itute Day /  No School

March 26-30
Spring Break /  No School

Apri l  3
PTO Meet ing 

Support  PTO with Amazon 
Smile

Raise money for Whitt ier PTO when 
you shop through Amazon Smile. 

Shop through the Amazon Smile link 
and select Whit t ier School  Parent  
Teacher Organizat ion PTO

Amazon will donate .5%  of the price of 
your eligible purchases to Whittier 
PTO!

Help the Yearbook Commit tee

The yearbook can use photos from all 
Whitt ier-related events and candid 
shots of our wonderful Wildcat 
community.

Upload your pictures to 
www.tinyurl.com/whitt ierpix

Immigrant  & Refugee Act ivity 
Friday March 9, 3-5 PM @ Dole

As part of the Whittier Refugee 
Welcome Project, come to a fun and 
educational t ime of story, crafts, music 
and cultural experiences with an 
emphasis on the Iraqi and Rohingan 
cultures.

*Snacks will be provided!
*Recommended for ages 5-11, all are 
welcome. 

Please email us for more information 
or if  you are coming so we can 
anticipate for supply count:  
whitt ierrefugeeproject@gmail.com
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Save the Date: Apri l  22, 2018
Whit t ier's 10th Annual  Service Day 

The snow has melted and the sun is shining. That means the Green Team is looking forward to a Service Day in 
the Spring. This year marks a decade of school service, so let's continue this fantastic community tradition!

We will need volunteers for the Greenleaf Garden, in addition to tackling the school grounds on Harvey 
Avenue. 

The garden includes some bigger projects, such as f ixing the rain barrels, restoring the garden beds, and f ixing 
the teepee. 

We also welcome public art in the garden. Any ideas are wanted and encouraged! 

These projects may take some longer planning, so we wanted to get the word out now. Dust of your gardening 
gloves and get excited.

If  you are interesting in helping on these larger tasks, please email our Green Team Co-Chair, Kristen Hollinden,
at kristenhollinden@gmail.com.

https://smile.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&camp=212361&creative=392013&linkCode=wsw&tag=whittier-20


Around
Whit t ier
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