Standards-Based
Report Cards
A Family Guide

Report Card Distribution for the
2017-2018 School Year
1st Trimester - Friday, December 8, 2017
2nd Trimester - Friday, March 16, 2018
3rd Trimester - Thursday, May 31, 2018

Our standards-based report card
provides information about the
progress our students are making
toward grade-level standards and
behaviors that support learning.
It is intended to facilitate
communication, illustrate areas of
strength, identify opportunities for
growth, and guide student goalsetting.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to contact their
child’s classroom teacher if they have questions
about our standards-based report card or the Illinois
Learning Standards and our standards-based report
card.
2017-2018 School Year
November 2017

Standards-Based Reporting

What is a standards-based report card?
A standards-based report card provides detailed
information about a student’s progress toward meeting
the Illinois Learning Standards and the development
standards for the various content areas.
What are the Illinois Learning Standards?
The Illinois Learning Standards reflect what students
should know and be able to do by the end of the school
year. We utilize these standards to support learning both
in and out of the classroom, and to help our students
build self-sufficiency and improve the overall quality of
their work.
The ELA and Math Report Card Guides that we included
in the report card envelope highlight which Illinois
Learning Standards fall under each report card standard.
How do teachers determine grades?
Teachers administer multiple assessments and collect
evidence of student learning throughout the trimester.
They review this evidence when grading student
progress and mastery of the report card standards. They
then use the performance descriptors of Excels, Meets,
Progressing and Not Yet to convey how students have
performed on those standards at the end of each
trimester.

Performance Descriptors

Performance descriptors describe how a student is
performing toward grade-level standards.
(E) Excels: Student excels at current grade-level
expectations by applying and utilizing concepts
and skills.
(M) Meets: Student consistently meets current
grade-level expectations for concepts and skills.
(P) Progressing: Student is making progress
toward current grade-level expectations or
demonstrates basic but inconsistent application of
essential concepts and skills.
(N) Not Yet: Student has not yet demonstrated
understanding of current standards and needs
more support to develop concepts and skills.
* Excels (E) does not apply to kindergarten.

Behaviors that support learning are student work habits
that help facilitate the learning process. We use the
following scale to report on the progress students have
made and the effort they have put forth in relation to these
behaviors.
3 - Exemplary; 2 - Meets expectations; 1 - Needs improvement

