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The weather may be wavering, but our 
appreciation of our Whittier community is 
f irm. We asked a lot of you this past month, 
and you delivered.

 Thank you to all our parents for supporting 
a strong positive school culture.

We are anticipating our book 
announcement for this year?s ONE BOOK 
ONE SCHOOL. Stay Tuned for details!

Special  Thanks
Trivia Night 
A HUGE shout out to Jessica Daly and 
Padmini Kanive for taking on and rocking 
their f irst amazing Trivia Night. Special 
thanks to Mr. Robinson for hosting our live 
auction! We?d buy anything from you!

Fun Fair 
The biggest volunteer event of the year! 
Thank you so much to Amy Soumar and 
Robert Hickok for coordinating this 
Whittier staple. Special thanks for 
including a sensory hour and including all 
students! Thank you Edith Gomero for 
coordinating the fun for adults too: the 
silent auction.
Black History Month
From morning Black History Month facts, 

an outstanding display case, Harriet 
Tubman, Lif t Every Voice and Literacy 
Night ?  what a great way to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our African-American 
community. Our theme ?Because of You? 
rang loud and clear. We are beyond 
grateful to the team of teachers, parents 
and Mr. Robinson for making it happen.

Save the Dates
March 21
Our Winter WISE session ends. Watch for 
exciting class info for our spring sessions!

March 25-March 29
Spring Break

April 9
PTO Meeting in the Community Room. All 
our welcome! Even if  you?ve never been to 
one, now is a great t ime to start! If  you ever 
miss a meeting, you can always catch the 
minutes on the Whittier PTO website.

Stay Tuned
Earth Day Service Day
Be on the look out for additional details 
about the great green activit ies to expect 
leading up to Service Day in April. You'll 
join fellow Whittier families for Service 
Day for Earth Day as we beautify our 
school grounds and get ready for spring. 

Whittier Talent Show Update
Thank for to the committee of parents and 
teachers who have stepped up to make the 
Whittier Student Talent Show happen! Be 
on the lookout for details after Spring 
Break.

PTO Open Posit ions for 2019-2020 School  
Year
If  you are interested in volunteering for 
the Whittier PTO please consider one of 
the volunteer positions that will be 
opening up for next year. The 
commitments are for one year unless 
otherwise specif ied.

Please email Sofia Villafuerte at 
sof iavil lafuerte@gmail.com for questions 
or if  you?re ready to commit. 

Treasurer (2 year commitment)
Co-VP of Communications
Fun Fair Co-Chairs, 2 Needed
Teacher Grants/Enrichment
Back to School Picnic Intern (Shadow the 
current chair to take it over Fall of 2020

Have a great month!

Brigitte Brostrom and Sofia Villafuerte 
Your PTO Co-Presidents

PTO Volunteers Put the Spring in Our Step!
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Did you know?
If  you take pictures at  a school  event , 
you can upload them direct ly to the PTO for use in the Greenleaf , Yearbook, the PTO 
website, and on social  media. 

Just  go to www.t inyurl .com/whit t ierpix to upload.

 Don?t  have the l ink handy?  You can always f ind access to submit  photos through the 
Whit t ier PTO website, under ?News & Events,? and at  the bot tom of  the Tuesday Newsday 
Digital  Backpack emails. 

Get Ready for a New Whit t ier PTO Communicat ions System

Whittier communications will be new and improved! Join the Whittier PTO Membership Tool Kit and get all
the information you need. 

We will begin a soft launch this spring, so get ahead of the line by following these simple steps.

Here's what you need to do to register:

- Go to  whitt ierpto.membershiptoolkit.com
- Click on the  Log In  button or the Registration button.
- If  you  already have an account  with another organization that uses Membership Toolkit you can
- use the  same email and password  to login. You can then proceed to the numbered steps below.
- Select <Create Account> and f il l in the name, email and password information.
- Click <Verify My Email> and then check your email for a link to complete the process.  The link
- expires in 2 hours.  If  you do not receive the email, check your spam or junk folders.
- Once you have verif ied your email address,  log back in and f inish the registration process.

- Complete the  Parent/Family and Student Information  forms.
- Complete the  Directory/Publish Preferences.
- Look around the website and use the  Website Feedback Form  found in the upper right hand 

corner of most pages on the website to ask questions or let us know about issues. You can 
also f ind the form at t inyurl.com/WhittierWebsiteFeedback.

vecteezy.com

http://www.tinyurl.com/whittierpix




What a successful  event ! 

Congratulat ions to Team Let?s Get Quizzical  for their win at  the PTO?s 4th Annual  Trivia Night ! Thanks to 
everyone who came out  to play, buy raf f le t ickets, and bid on auct ion items. And a very special  thanks to our 
planning commit tee, al l  the night-of  volunteers who made this event  possible, and Lisa Labuz, our emcee. 

SUPERFLEX
Destroyer of Fun (D.O.F.) &  Inventor of Fun (I.O.F.)

Do you ever get overly competit ive? Do you ever feel extremely upset if  you lose a game? Do you ever try to change the rules of the 
game while playing the game? If  so, Ms. Ryan, Whitt ier?s K-5 Social Worker, would like to introduce you to Destroyer of Fun (D.O.F.) 
and Inventor of Fun (I.O.F.) f rom the Superflex®: A Superhero Social Thinking Curriculum. 

Inventor of  Fun (I.O.F) can also help you by?
Remembering that losing a game is a SMALL problem and should get a SMALL 
reaction

- Using SELF-TALK to stay positive
- ?It?s OK, I will try to win next t ime?
- ?I had fun playing and tried my best.?
- Being f lexible and going with the f low
- Telling others, ?Good game!?

The Power the Destroyer of  Fun (D.O.F) has over your brain?
This character often pops up during games or activit ies involving competit ion. The person 
becomes overly competit ive and insists on going f irst, playing only what he wants to play 
and does not think about compromising or about how he makes others feel.

Superf lex Strategies to solve the problem and defeat the Unthinkable.

- Self-talk: "If  I am a "Just Me" player, then my friends will not have a good time.
- Self-talk: "Tiny problem. I will stil l get a turn or may win another time."



Ar t

How is it already March?!?! This past month all classes have been taking inspiration from African American artists in celebration of it 
being Black History month. 

Each grade focused on a dif ferent artist and made some amazing work!
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First graders looked at artist Alma Thomas?s work 
practicing another Visual Thinking Strategy session. 
Since f irst graders have been working so hard on their 
understanding of color theory Thomas?s work was a 
great way to connect the concept dots! 

While looking at Thomas?s abstract paintings students 
noticed the colors right away. They noticed her use of 
primary colors and secondary colors while also f inding 
the hidden shapes and things in her artwork. 

Taking inspiration from Thomas?s work, f irst graders 
have begun color mixing. They painted primary colors 
and started experimenting with primary colors to make 
secondary colors. The next step for all f irst grade classes 
will be to cut up their painted papers to create mosaic 
like images similarly to Alma Thomas. I can?t wait to see 
how they turn out! 

Kindergarten classes looked at artist Sam Gillam?s 
amazing ?Snow Lane # 33? and practiced another Visual 
Thinking Strategy session. Students learned that art 
does not always have to look exactly l ike something in 
real l ife. It can be messy, and it does not always need to 
be a perfect shape. Right away students made 
observations that the piece was made up of a lot of 
shapes and paper put together. Some even said it 
looked like recycling or magazine adds. 

After observing the actual surface of the piece students 
began to see dif ferent ways Gillam chose to add color 
and paint to his art. They learned that it can be from 
f ingers, tools, recycling or even car tires! 

With all of this inspiration, Kindergarten friends created 
paper collage backgrounds made into unusual shapes 
and began the process of printmaking on top. All classes 
have been so into this messy process that they aren?t 
done quite yet. When they f inish up these masterpieces 
will be hanging soon! 

Now with Librar
y news!
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Second graders looked at African American quilt ing, practicing another 
Visual Thinking Strategy session. 

Students had some very interesting and diverse thoughts on the particular 
quilt we looked at. Some thought it was a puzzle, a map, a city, a house, 
happy memories and bad memories, dif ferent fairy-tales and maybe a 
blanket. What they did all agree on, though, was they it was made of many 
pieces coming together to create one greater thing. Students were also able 
to agree that not one square of the quilt was identical to another. 

After our VTS session ended we talked about how each and every human on 
earth is dif ferent and when we come together we create something big. 
This concept of strength from family and community is one that dates back 
to the colonial period of quilt making. With this concept and inspiration, 
second graders are creating a painted quilt of their very own. Each student 
is creating one square that will come together to create one large quilt. 

Within the square students have things they love, pattern, their name, and 
their favorite color. So far each individual square is looking awesome and I 
cant wait to see the power of them all hanging together! 

Third graders are now f inishing up their messy 
impressionist paintings inspired by Claude Monet.

 They have been working very hard to understand how 
complementary colors really pop out when paired 
together. They have also learned how to take on the 
challenge of being limited to two colors while stil l 
creating an interesting image. 

This was a big project for third graders in helping them to 
break down their understanding of art always needing to 
be perfect. I?m so pound of how their painting are 
turning out!  

Next up for third grade classes will be diving into their 
Black History month artist, El Anatsui. third graders will 
be looking at Anatsui?s amazing large-scale sculptures 
using bottle tops. We will talk about shape, color and 
mixed media. 

Fourth graders practiced another Visual Thinking Strategy looking 
at Interior of a Cabin by Horace Pippin. 

During the discussion students made great observations and found 
exact clues to help them date and understand the story of the 
image. Fourth graders were able to see an old fashion stove in the 
corner of the space making them think the image was old. They also 
dated the image based on what the people in the image were 
wearing. Students were even able to guess that the people in the 
image did not have a lot of money based on the use of candles, few 
carpets, it being a small space, and holes in the walls. 

All fourth grade classes really made me proud with much their 
visual l iteracy has improved! Taking the new understanding of 
visual clues and cues, fourth graders discussed perspective. We 
discussed that it can mean dif ferent things but for the most part it 
is how we see. 

With that students are creating their own one-point perspective 
drawings inspired by Pippin?s work. Pippin?s work was drawn in 
one-point perspective but each and every student saw the story of 
the space dif ferently which was also perspective. So far their 
drawings are off  to a great start and we should be f inishing up 
soon! 
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Fifth grade classes are f inishing up their landscapes using implied 
texture! They are learning a variety of ways to draw and create 
texture in an image with several tools and tricks. Some of these 
tricks are blending, cross hatching, rubbing, pressure, and line use. 

When their awesome landscapes are done, they will be moving on 
to their Black History month inspired artists Kehinde Wiley and Amy 
Sherald. Students will be practicing another Visual Thinking 
Strategy session and then creating full body self-portraits of their 
own understanding proportions with an added personal creative 
twist. I can?t wait to see what students come up with and how they 
turn out! 

- Miss. Connell

Library

Dear Whittier families,

Happy March! Things are moving right along in the library with 
Monarch Book and Bluestem Book voting taking place this 
month. We have read some funny, sad, and poignant books as 
well as some very informative stories. All of the classes school 
wide have read or will be reading Six Dots, the story of Louis 
Braille and how he invented the Braille system of reading for 
the blind. We then explored a makerspace f il led with Braille 
books, tools that create the dots, and other creative ways to 
understand how Braille works. Here are a few pictures of the 
3rd grade experiencing the Braille makerspace.

We have been enjoying many new books from the Scholastic 
Book Fair. A few younger tit les are The Bad Guys in Superbad, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly, and What if  You Had T Rex Teeth? The 
older grades are enjoying Stolen Girl, I Survived the Battle of D 
Day, and Wings of Fire. Some of the new nonfiction books are 
sports, country, and animal related.

The fourth and f if th grades completed a lesson called Two 
Truths and  Lie on websites and trying to understand true vs. 
false when doing online research. In the days of fake news and 
internet hoaxes, it is necessary for students to use crit ical 
thinking skills when trying to determine what is truth and what 
is f iction. Ask your kids about the three stories they compared 
and researched!

Have a wonderful spring break and let?s hope April arrives with 
some warmer weather to greet us?

Safe travels and happy reading!

Terri McConville
tmcconville@op97.org
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Music

A huge thank to the Whittier PTO for bringing Opera for the Young?s 
Super Storm to Whittier on February 6th. 

The students were mesmerized by the wonderful singing by the 
professionals and the students as well as a surprise guest role played by 
Ms. Duckett Edwards.



¡Adiós febrero y bienvenido marzo! Primavera ~ Spring will be here 
soon! In the meantime, we are busy in our Clase de Español. 

Here are some pictures of students engaging in the target language, 
having fun while learning and working hard during class.

Kindergarten

Winter was definitely a favorite season for kindergarteners. In March, 
hopefully, the weather will help us transition into much warmer 
thoughts. We are starting our rainforest unit and we will explore 
animals that l ive in the rainforest of el Yunque in Puerto Rico. 
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Spanish - Aguir re

First Grade

We read the story Los Tres Osos an adapted 
version of the Three Litt le Bears in the target 
language. 

While students listened to the story, they had 
the opportunity to participate in an acting role 
that allowed them to practice speaking and 
listening skills. 

This was definitely so much fun!
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Third Grade

Students had another opportunity to learn and expand 
on their knowledge about culture of México en Español.

They practiced reading and writ ing in the target 
language and while they did that, they also wrote facts 
about the Méxican culture in Español. 

Fourth Grade

Brandon Brown Quiere un Perro, our novel has come 
to an end! 

Students really enjoyed all the dif ferent learning 
activit ies and games that gave them an opportunity to 
practice speaking, reading and writ ing skil ls in the 
target language. 

I am so proud of their abilit ies and their enthusiasm 
for reading in Español!

Fif th Grade

We are learning about the culture of Perú in Español. So 
far, students have watched a few short videos from 
National Geographic Kids that supports them to view 
and experience Perú through the lens of a child. 

We are in the process of learning vocabulary to help us 
compare and contrast in the target language. We are 
also focusing on identifying the Super 7 verbs in 
Español. Stay tuned!

Spanish - Rodr iguez

In Third Grade Spanish we were exploring Argentinian landscapes. We talked about certain Buenos Aires? neighborhoods, 
Argentinian soccer players and saw pictures of the south-east coast of the country. The students watched a short video about the 
?Ballena Franca Austral? (southern ?Franca? whales) which is typical oceanic mammal of the south-east coast. 

Currently, we are reading the book ?Sebastian Goes To The Mountains.? This reading allows us to review vocabulary studied 
previously. At the same time, the students are creating their own ?traveling? stories as a class. Today, for example, they acted their 
stories and read sections of the book really well. 

The next step will be to start the poems that I have already selected. This new unit will expand their vocabulary. I am looking 
forward to working on the poems with the students and seeing how they enjoy literature!



Support  PTO with 
Amazon Smile

Raise money for Whitt ier PTO 
when you shop through Amazon 
Smile. 

Shop through the Amazon Smile 
link and select Whit t ier School  
Parent  Teacher Organizat ion 
PTO

Amazon will donate .5%  of the 
price of your eligible purchases 
to Whittier PTO!

Help the Yearbook 
Commit tee

The yearbook can use photos 
from all Whitt ier-related events 
and candid shots of our 
wonderful Wildcat community.

Upload your pictures to 
www.t inyurl .com/whit t ierpix

Cal l  for Clothes!

Have some clothes to spare?

The nurse's off ice is looking for 
clothing donations 

In parctiuclar, size 3-13 elastic 
waist pants and long and short 
sleeve t-shirts/ sweatshirts are 
needed. 

Any extra items beyond our 
Wildcat needs will be passed 
along to Brown Elephant. 
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PTO MEETING
MARCH 5

REPORT CARDS DISTRIBUTED
MARCH 15

LOU MALNATI'S FUNDRAISER
MARCH 19

SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL
MARCH 25-MARCH 29

INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL
APRIL 2

COMMON GROUND COFFEE
APRIL 5

PTO MEETING
APRIL 9

NO SCHOOL
APRIL 19

WHITTIER 101
Apri l  30

COMMON GROUND COFFEE
MAY 3

PTO MEETING
MAY 7

END OF YEAR PICNIC
MAY 17

WHITTIER SPRING S.L.A.M
MAY 20 & 21

OLYMPIC DAY
MAY 28

Every ef fort  is made to provide accurate informat ion.
Always conf irm crit ical  dates on the D97, Whit t ier School  or Whit t ier PTO website.

Even More Ways t o Help


