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A great start to the new school year: the new family welcome, the first day of school,
the back-to-school picnic and the first general PTO meeting of the year

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org
Greetings, Beye families!
I trust everyone’s year is off to a good start. It is very hard to believe we’re almost a month into school with Halloween right
around the corner. Thank you to everyone that made it out to our first PTO meeting. What a treat to hear Mr. E’s history lesson on
Beye School. Thank you to each and every one of you who made it out to the back-to-school picnic and for all those that volunteered; you really help build community and help every student succeed and feel a part of our community. Thank you to all our
new board members who have already brought so much value to the team, as well as existing
members who continue to put in the extra late night and early morning hours.
CONSIDER GETTING INVOLVED: The PTO is always looking for volunteers for a wide variety of roles. Whether you have a few or many hours to give during the school year, the school
and students will benefit from your help, and your child will see that you are invested in our
school and will become more invested him or herself.
I look forward to the work to come this school year, and if you see me out, don’t hesitate to
come up and say hi! You can also drop Deborah Levine or me a note at the email address below.
Cheers …
CT
Chris Thomas (parent of Noah Thomas-Sanchez, 1st grade)
Beye PTO Co-President, president@beyeschoolpto.org

News from the principal
Those Who Excel
I recently received news from the State Board of Education that
I will be receiving an Award of Merit as part of their Those Who
Excel recognition program in the administrator category. I want
to take this time to share this statewide honor with those who
supported my nomination and with the entire Beye community.
When one of us succeeds, we all succeed, and certainly, a principal only excels as he is encouraged, allowed and compelled to do
so by his school community. Thank you!

Happy New Year
There are few moments that can match the excitement
and anticipation of a new school year. Students, families,
teachers and principals all come back with hopes, dreams
and expectations. Of course, there are also some anxieties and hesitations that accompany some of us as we
make our way back.
Which way that new year ball bounces is largely up to
us, and it’s our communication, teamwork and mindset
that will make the difference. We would all do well to
think about what we’re saying and doing to start this
year with an eye toward the way we’d like it to finish.
For certain, this school year will finish Beye careers for
our 5th graders as they head off to Julian, and for Ms.
Korelc, Mrs. Sweeney, Ms. Jordan and me, as we head
off into retirement. I know my goal for myself, for your
Bobcat and for all of Beye School: That we make it our
BEST YEAR EVER!! We remain committed to our
calling:
At Beye School we believe we are called to instill, inspire and ensure these BeyeProducts of
learning for each and every one of our students:

• Scholarship • Artisanship • Citizenship •
• Leadership • Fellowship •
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SIP
Our School Improvement Plan has taken shape, and by the time
you read this, it should be posted on the school website. I also
shared it at the September PTO meeting and at a Friday morning
coffee, and always welcome your impressions and feedback. We
have four big-picture areas of focus: reading, math, discipline and
attendance. For each big picture, we have a goal with measures
of how we’re moving toward an excellence target. We also have
milestones we believe will move us in that direction that will be
our work throughout the year. As great as Beye School is, it can
and should be better, and these four areas of focus will help guide
our work this year and into the future.
First PTO Meeting
If you missed the September PTO meeting, you missed our first
foray into a new format and a new day and time to meet. To
encourage better participation from more people, Saturday mornings will now be when the PTO gathers. The format will also be
different, with the focus being on a workshop/presentation with
the briefest possible business meeting to accomplish anything
that’s absolutely essential and requires a vote or wider conversation. As we have for many years, we’ll still alternate between
general membership meetings like the one we just had and executive board meetings every other month, meaning our next general
membership meeting will be in November, when teachers from
the building leadership team will be hosting a reading workshop
to help you help your readers.
Backpack Program Is Back
After a successful launch last year that served more than 20
families each week, we are pleased to announce that the backpack
program to supply non-perishable food items weekly to families
who need them will return this year. With a little seed money
and support from the PTO and volunteers, we will once again
provide this valuable assistance. Invitations went to families who
receive free and reduced price meals, but if you have a need and
would like to participate, please contact Mrs. Janu-Chossek or me
directly.
140 at 230
As we return to a new school year, we kick off the celebration
of our 140th anniversary. Way back in 1879, the first school at
the corner of Cuyler and Ontario opened to welcome kids from

Ask Mr. E & Upcoming Events
our neighborhood. That first address was 230 Ontario, and after
being known as Ridgeland School, it would also later come to be
known as Ontario St. School, before ultimately being renamed
William Beye School in 1896 to honor the school board member
who was instrumental in getting the original building expanded to
better serve the growing population. Over the course of this year
I’ll tell you the tale of Beye School and its history. Keep reading
to understand where we have been so we might better understand
where we are and where we are going! (Be sure to check out the
new plaque near door 8S that clarifies the beginnings of a school
on this block and the existing plaque that notes the reconstruction/renaming in 1896.)
As always, I welcome your thoughts, ideas, questions, concerns
and causes for celebration. I hope you’ll always make it your
habit and custom to start with your teacher, and when it’s not a
classroom issue, or it seems things are going sideways or getting
stuck, that you’ll loop me in before the ditch has been dug too
deep. You can always email, call or make an appointment to
stop by and see me. Together, we really can make this our BEST
YEAR EVER!
Sincerely,
Jonathan Ellwanger, Principal
P.S. Check out the latest and greatest at Beye
Twitter (@BeyeTheWay)
Instagram (@beyetheway)

What’s it like being a principal?
In a word: AMAZING! It’s like being the coach of a really good team, with
really great players, really great fans and a really great stadium. It’s a
little like being a cheerleader, a little like being an engineer, a little like
being a doctor and a little like being a teacher. Mostly, it’s a great chance
to make a difference in the lives of hundreds of people by always striving
to do what’s right.
What do you like about being a principal?
I love my job. I love that no two days are the same. I love seeing smiling
faces all day long, and being able to help someone when a smile may
be hard to come by. I love problem-solving and putting my various
experiences to work for the greater good. I love being outside together,
rain or shine, hot cold or just right. I love knowing, seeing and greeting
so many Beye friends and families as I live and move in our community. I
love seeing kids learning and growing and becoming the kinds of people
who will change this world for the better!
What has changed between your first year at Beye and your last year at
Beye?
Well, in some ways, not much, but in other ways, a lot! Kids still come
from the same blocks and the same houses and apartments (with a few
new ones sprinkled here and there). They still have stories they are eager
to tell, and things they would like you to see them do. They still have ups
and downs, strengths and areas where they are looking to grow. For sure
technology is different. We didn’t have phones in classrooms, or screens
in classrooms, and we certainly didn’t have them in our pockets and
backpacks! We had an office on the second floor (where the teachers’
lounge is now) and a lunch room (where the current music room is) that
was probably one-tenth the size of our commons. We had fewer students
with special needs included 33 years ago in ways they are now a part of
our classrooms, and we are even more diverse now than we were then.
Do you have a question you want to ask Mr. E? Send it to communications@beyeschoolpto.org.

Registration Is Open for Race Conscious Dialogues
There are only a few spaces open in the Beye cohort of Race Conscious Dialogues
beginning October 6. If you were planning to register, now is the time!
The Race Conscious Dialogues engages people who are white in examination of
identity, power and privilege, then provides tools for anti-racism work. The cohort
will run from 5 to 8 p.m. on four consecutive Sundays this fall: October 6, 13, 20 and
27.
Learn more at www.raceconsciousdialogues.org, and contact them directly through
the website with any questions.
Register at https://raceconsciousdialogues.org/register.

Beye PASS Tutors Needed
Beye PASS (People Assisting Student Success) needs adults who are
willing to tutor students for one hour each week during the school day.
Children of all grade levels need assistance with reading, writing, math
and more. As a tutor, you will work with the same student, or small
group of students, each week throughout the school year. The student’s
teacher will give you any materials you need, all you have to do is
support your student on their path to success. No prior experience is
necessary.
If this sounds like something you would enjoy, please contact Monica
Saydah as soon as possible at monica@saydah.com.
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BEYE outdoor explores/junior outdoor explorers
Join Us for the 2019-2020 School Year!!!
Beye Outdoor Explorers (3rd-5th Grade)
+ NEW THIS YEAR the Beye Junior Outdoor Explorers (K-2nd)

CONNECTING TO NEARBY NATURE
Beye Junior Outdoor Explorers (K-2nd) and Outdoor Explorers (3rd – 5th) will help your child deepen his or her connection to nature through fun activities, art
projects, games, nature journaling, and exploring the outdoors. We will explore nearby areas around the Beye property and if time permits, walk to other natural
areas including Taylor Park, Cheney Mansion, and longer tree walks. This program is free of charge through support from the Beye PTO and is organized by the
Green Team.
While the two groups will meet in separate rooms at Beye, both groups will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month from 3-4pm. Snacks will be
provided but please have your child bring their own reusable water bottle! Fall session dates include:
• October 1
• October 15
• November 5
• November 19
• December 3
• December 17
• Spring Session Dates TBA!
OUTDOOR EXPLORERS – 3rd, 4th and 5th Graders
Former Beye parent Laura Derks will lead the Beye Outdoor Explorers again this year along with support from Beye parents Sarah Miller and Jamie Pfluecke. For
more information about Laura, go to flybirdexperience.com. ALL are welcome in 3rd through 5th grade, with a group limit of the first 15 to submit their permission
slip, so sign up soon!
MEETING PLACE: Beye School Classroom TBD
REGISTRATION: To register your child, please submit the permission slip (see page 6) to the Beye office by Friday, September 27.
QUESTIONS: Please contact Sarah Miller at sstmiller@comcast.net with any questions!
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BEYE outdoor explores/junior outdoor explorers

JUNIOR OUTDOOR EXPLORERS – K, 1st and 2nd Graders
Outdoor Explorers is expanding this year to provide a Junior Outdoor Explorers group for K-2nd graders. Beye Parents Lauren Smith and Karen
Migneault will be leading this group. ALL are welcome in K-2nd grade, but the group is limited to the first 12 to submit their permission slips, so
sign up soon!
MEETING PLACE: Beye School Classroom TBD
REGISTRATION: To register your child, please submit the permission slip (see page 6) to the Beye office by Friday, September 27.
QUESTIONS: Please contact Lauren Smith at laurenmaeda1@gmail.com with any questions!

SEPTEMBER
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BEYE outdoor explores/junior outdoor explorers
BEYE OUTDOOR EXPLORERS/JUNIOR OUTDOOR EXPLORERS
PERMISSION SLIP
Thank you for allowing, encouraging, and supporting your child’s interest in the Beye
Outdoor Explorers: All things Green.
Please check the appropriate spot for each question:
PARTICIPATION PERMISSION:
______I give my permission for my child to participate in the Outdoor Explorers/Junior
Outdoor Explorers program.
______ My child does not have my permission to participate in the Outdoor
Explorers/Junior Outdoor Explorers program.
WALKING PERMISSION:
______I give my permission for my child to walk to Cheney mansion, Taylor Park and
other nearby nature areas (within a 1.5 mile radius of Beye school) of course, with
adults
______No, it is not ok for my child to walk anywhere outside of Beye School property
USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS PERMISSION:
_____ I give my permission to use my child’s photograph in the BeyeLines
_____No, please don’t use my child’s photograph
Child’s Name:_____________________________________________________________
Child’s Grade/Homeroom Teacher: ___________________________________________
Allergies: ________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name:____________________________________________________
Parent’s/Guardian Signature:________________________________________________
Parent’s e-mail and cell phone: ______________________________________________
During the year, we will we will try to spend as much time as possible outside
throughout the year so make sure your child has appropriate outdoor clothes in the fall,
winter and spring months.
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KIDs running beye

What is Kids Running Beye?
Kids Running Beye (KRB) is a PTO program to encourage kids to run and to support each other in their running
goals. KRB registration is $5 and includes a T-shirt. Many KRB participants who are seven or older also choose
to register for and run the Frank Lloyd Wright (FLW) Race youth mile: https://www.pdop.org/events/flwraces/
Who?
Beye students in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades
When?

●
●

Wednesday afternoons 2:35 to 3:30 pm from September 25 to October 16, 2019 (4 weeks); meetings
begin in the Beye gym.
The Frank Lloyd Wright Race youth mile is Saturday, October 20, 2019 starting at 9:15 am at the
intersection of Scoville and Ontario, just east of Oak Park River Forest High School. (Must be 7 to
sign up for the race, but younger runners encouraged to come cheer.)

Where?
The group will train on the Beye School grounds: field, school perimeter, and gym.
Who is coordinating KRB? Fran Knechel (mom of Simon Vos, 1st grade) will coordinate KRB with the help of
other parent volunteers. Thank you to the PTO for defraying the program cost. After registration and payment,
you should receive an email from Fran with additional KRB information and a discount code to register your child
for the FLW Races. For questions or to volunteer, please contact Fran at franknechel@gmail.com or
201-669-8315.
Volunteers are needed (no need to be a runner)!
Wednesday afternoons 2:35 to 3:30 pm, September 25 to October 16
Please return bottom half of form:
Ready to join Kids Running Beye?
Please submit this registration form and $5 fee to the PTO mailbox in the Beye School office by Thursday,
September 19, 2019; cash or check payable to Beye PTO accepted.
Name of Child: ________________________________________Grade/Teacher: ________________________
Parent/Guardian:____________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:____________________________ Alternate Phone:____________________________________
Emergency Contact Name:_________________________________ Phone:____________________________
Please circle one for T-shirt size (youth sizes):

S

M

L

XL

My child will: Walk home ______ Be picked up by ________________________________________________
Join after school program/Other ________________________________________________
I give __________________________________ permission to participate in Kids Running Beye.
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________ Date: _____________

SEPTEMBER
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green team
2019-2020 School Year

From Beye Green Team:
a big welcome (back) to
NEW and returning
families!

We’re looking forward to having your ideas, helping
hands, partnership, & support this coming school year.
A brief intro for new families (and a refresher for
returning families) about Beye Green:
Beye is a green school that is beginning its 12th year of zero waste and sustainability programs, along with the other
9 schools in District 97 – and a collective of other private and public schools outside of District 97.
●
●

●

Beye has received more than $20,000 in zero waste schools funding, is part of the D97 Zero Waste schools district
(which has received more than $100,000 in zero waste funding).
Beye won one of just ten 2011 Environmental Hero Awards from IL Governor Pat Quinn, as well as a 2012
Fitzimmons Award for Excellence in Public Health from the Village of Oak Park, and mention in a Family Circle
magazine article covering Oak Park as one of the “Top 10 Best Towns for Families.” (See
http://www.familycircle.com/family-fun/travel/best-towns-for-families-2012/?page=14).
Beye is a District 97 leader in zero waste, consistently diverting more than 95% of our lunchroom waste annually
from landfill, for more than the past decade. For this, Beye has been celebrated in Oak Park “PlantItGreen”
updates and its PlanItGreen report card.

What does it mean that Beye is a green school?

Since 2008, Beye has diverted over 68 tons of solid waste –

including food waste and almost liquids (mostly milk) -- from landfill. To support zero waste efforts, we received funding to
purchase large-scale composters (which have now been streamlined by joining the Village of Oak Park “Curbside Composting”
program) – as well as our sorting station, industrial dishwasher, and lunchroom and classroom reusables (trays, utensils, etc. –
come by and take a look at these in the Commons during any lunch period!). All students are asked to sort their lunchroom
waste (this was a requirement for our grant commitments), and many have become true leaders in sorting waste and thinking
about ways the Beye community can reduce waste on all levels.

How can my child get involved in the green team effort?

Every day, Beye students have a chance to get involved by thinking green and being good environmental citizens.
● In the Commons, students sort their lunch into compost, recycling (including some typically “unrecyclable” items
through Beye’s relationship with Terracycle Brigades), and landfill waste in order to support Beye zero waste efforts.
● All students and staff are encouraged to participate in monthly Waste-Free Wednesday zero waste lunches, but also
to try to become Waste-Free lunchers each and every day.
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green team
●

●

In classrooms, students can help recycle by using proper receptacles (and by not depositing recyclable items in trash
bins), reminding classmates to do the same, and by utilizing reusable dishware sets (room parents will have info
about this) during classroom celebrations.
All students can have an adult help them submit ideas/feedback via a note in the Green Team mailbox (in the office) or
via email anytime at beyegreen@gmail.com.

There are special opportunities for Beye students to get involved in Beye Green.
● 3rd through 5th grade students can join Beye’s Outdoor Explorers Club for the year. More info forthcoming!
● We are adding an Outdoor Explorers Club for K-2nd graders, so please stay tuned on that as well.
● All students are encouraged to participate in seasonal all-school green campaigns, including Green Holidays
initiatives/projects in December, a “Solar-bration” in February, Earth Month activities each April, Lego reuse
programs and Lego service projects throughout the school year, and more.

Beye Green Backgrounder. Read about Beye’s decade as a green school here:
bit.ly/BeyeGreen-Backgrounder2018

Why green schools? Beye’s green programs aim to divert more than 90% of solid waste from landfills, as well as
to build student and school-community awareness/involvement about relevant environmental themes, from the
viewpoints of both cost (money saving!) and stewardship (respect and responsibility for community, our world, and our
resources). To learn more about green schools, see:
● http://www.greenschools.net/section.php?id=10
● http://www.centerforgreenschools.org/why-green-schools.aspx
How Can YOU Get Involved? Beye Green needs hands!

To volunteer to be part of the change-making, money-saving, planet-protecting happenings at Beye Green, e-mail us at
beyegreen@gmail.com with your name, child & teacher name/s, and any special skills you have to lend to green team work:
budgeting, graphic design/web publishing, gardening, arts/crafts, sustainability, education, etc. If this all sounds like fun,
please contact us today. We need you!
Our meeting schedule for 2019-2020 is at bit.ly/BeyeGreen2019Meetings

We look forward to working with you for another successful year in Beye Green!
Your Beye PTO Green Team
beyegreen@gmail.com

aug/sept 2019
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green team

2019-2020 Beye PTO Green Team Meeting Schedule
We’re looking for some folks to join our terrific team.

Be a part of fun, change-making work!
•
•
•
•

Help guide efforts to reduce Beye’s
environmental footprint.
Create and coordinate engaging programs
that raise environmental awareness and
action.
Inspire students towards appreciation for
and commitment to our planet.
Join our team and the other District 97
schools, who have been doing this awardwinning work for over 10 years!

For more info about Beye Green and its programs, see:
•
•

bit.ly/GreenTeamInfoFlyer2019
bit.ly/BeyeGreen-Backgrounder2018

This year’s meetings will take place:
•
•
•
•
•

Fri 9/6 @8-9:15A
Wed 10/2 @6:30-8P
Mon 11/4 @8-9:15A
Mon 12/9 @6:30-8P
Fri 1/10 @8-9:15A

•
•
•
•
•

Mon 2/10 @6:30-8P
Wed 3/18 @8-9:15A
Mon 4/13 @6:30-8P
Fri 5/1 @8-9:15A
Mon 5/18 @6:30-8P

For meeting location and questions – and to volunteer – email beyegreen@gmail.com
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Teacher Spotlight....Ms. Dana Brown

Ms. Dana Brown

“I feel so fortunate to be a part of this community. All of the other teachers and school
professionals and the kids I’ve interacted
with so far have all been incredibly welcoming.”
Two years ago Ms. Brown—the new music teacher for
kindergarten, first and second grades—came to Beye
School for eight weeks as a student teacher under Ms.
Rosenblum. Eight weeks was all it took for her to know
that Beye School was a special place—one she feels
happy to be a part of again.
“As soon as I had the opportunity to come back, I jumped
at the chance,” she said. In addition to strong communication, consistent expectations and a positive atmosphere
and sense of community, she said everyone has a shared
Ms. Dana Brown, the new music teacher for kindergarten, first and
dedication to teaching the whole child.
second grades

“It’s the attention to children’s social-emotional needs in combination with meeting students where they are,” she said.
This year, in addition to learning every student’s name, she said her goal is to make music class “a place where kids can be themselves, express themselves and feel like they have something worth sharing.”
She was drawn to music education, in large part, because as a student music helped her make sense of other subjects she was
learning. It allowed her to draw parallels and tie things together. “Being able to connect language, art, history—all of that—into
something where you also have the opportunity to express yourself, I feel, is very beneficial for young minds. It was, at least, for mine.”

Fun Facts about Ms. Brown

* First teaching gig was as a ski instructor in her home
state of Colorado *
* Was in a heavy metal band in high school *
* Wanted at first to play percussion and ended up as a vocalist
(soprano) *
* Sings in the Chicago Choral Artists *
aug/sept 2019
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Walk to school day.....October 2

Walk to School Day 2019 is October 2!
What is Walk to School Day?
● “International Walk to School Day is a global event that involves communities from more
than 40 countries walking to school on the same day. It began in 1997 as a one-day
event. Over time, this event has become part of a movement for year-round safe routes
to school and a celebration each October.”
○ Find out more about International Walk to School Day at
www.walkbiketoschool.org.
Who can participate?
● Everyone! Beye students are encouraged to walk to school on October 2. Please reach
out to neighbors if you are an adult who can help walk your own child(ren) and others to
Beye.
Why walk?
● Walking is healthy for your body and the environment. It is also a great way to connect
with your community.
How will we celebrate Walk to School day?
● Walkers will be greeted at the four corners of the school with a hand stamp and more!
What is the safest route to school?
● D97 created a safe walking routes to school map to help you find the best places to
cross with crossing guards, which is available online. Crossing guards are at 1) Harvey &
Lake; 2) Harvey & South; 3) Ridgeland & South; 4) Ridgeland & Lake; and 5) Ridgeland
& Erie.
How can I help?
● Volunteer to stand at a corner and greet walkers as they come to school. Let Fran
Knechel, Fitness and Nutrition Chair for the Beye PTO, know if you can help at
franknechel@gmail.com or 201-669-8315.
Thank you for participating in Walk to School Day 2019!
We will walk rain or shine.
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BEYE DISCOVERY
Beye PTO’s After-School Enrichment Program
jocelyne@bydiscovery.org
with a Focus in Art and Science
Beye Discovery Is Off and Running (Exploring, Playing and Creating) in More Ways than One!
Beye Discovery now has a sister program! Drum roll, please … Introducing “By Discovery,” a program of the Lincoln School PTO. I am so pleased that we can
share all the fun, innovative learning that take place in Beye Discovery with like-minded students at Lincoln Elementary! To accomplish this, Beye Discovery
has welcomed Stacy Grieff, educator, artist and Beye parent, and also Nguyen Tran, professional freelance illustrator, to continue our tradition of student-centered and project-based learning in art.
This new chapter is especially exciting because Stacey and I are developing curriculum together. We all know the saying, “two heads are better than one!” And
I couldn’t have imagined a more kindred spirit than Stacey to help lead Beye Discovery. As you read about the exciting projects Stacey has introduced in the
few short weeks since school began, this will be evident. Stay tuned for Stacey’s future Beyelines articles highlighting Beye Discovery’s favorite projects. To my
Beye Discovery families, I am missing your children with all my heart!!! However, my work at Lincoln is inspired by them and all that they have taught me in the
past eight years. They are with me in spirit everyday and always!
--Sincerely, Jocelyne Adkins, Program Director, Beye Discovery & By Discovery, Lincoln
From Stacey Grieff:
The first weeks of every school year are a time of transition. We all need time to move from the less structured days of summer to the consistent routines and
focused learning of school days. At this time of year, students arrive at Beye Discovery ready to unwind after a full day of learning. Many are ready to move their
bodies freely, to socialize with friends and to have unstructured time. Beye Discovery’s beginning-of-year projects are designed to meet these needs and to
foster a community of curious explorers, stoke the creative fires of every child and encourage self-expression through art making. Highlighted projects include:
Nature Scavenger Hunt and Land Art Creation
Students were excited to hunt for objects based on broad descriptors (bumpy, tiny, smooth, round, green…). Once they found the objects that met each
descriptor, students used the objects to create land art in the wooded and garden areas at the front of the school.
Animal Yoga & Multi-Media Collage
Outside, students were led through a series of animal yoga poses; afterward we talked about how the poses made us feel (strong, confident, joyful…). Black
and white prints of students posed as their favorite animal were transformed into fantastic multi-media collages using colorful highlighters and papers. Please
see the images included in this article.
Collaborative Outdoor Installation inspired by Chicago artist Martin Bernstein
After viewing images of Martin Bernstein’s installation work and discussing how installation artists can transform a typical environment into another world,
students did just that! In the front of Beye School, students used fabric strips, yarn, hula hoops and clothespins to make a world of their own. Focus, problem-solving, collaboration, communication, persistence and imagination were all used in the process. When the installation was finished, the children were
thrilled to play in the world they created.
Uplifting Art Posters inspired by British artist Lakwena Maciver
Students explored the use of pattern, color and type to create works with positive messages. Messages were chosen based on the criteria of personal meaning
and the potential to lift others up. These bold, inspiring student illustrations will be exhibited in Beye’s main hallway during October.
Clay Sculpture inspired by Oak Park artist Gina Lee Robbins
Robbins works intuitively. She lets go of preconceived ideas about what she wants to make and allows herself to become immersed in the process of “pushing,
pulling, carving, distorting, assembling…” until a form emerges. Students discussed the meaning of intuition and the idea of sculpting the clay without
knowing what the end product will be. The process was stress-free and fun!!! This is a perfect art project for a fall block party, appealing to “kids” of all ages.
Scavenge your block for small twigs, seed pods, acorns, etc, and add these to the clay forms for additional texture, dimension and interest!
Beye Discovery is an enrichment program of the Beye PTO that offers children opportunities for exploration
and growth through creative project-based learning in art and science. It is facilitated by Stacey Grieff,
Lead Educator; Nguyen Tran, Teaching Assistant; and Jocelyne Adkins, Program Director.
For questions about Beye Discovery please contact: jocelyne@bydiscovery.org.
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BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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1. Ascencion and Billie,
Installation
2. Maya and Dakin,
Postive Message
Designs
3. William, Installation
4. Ellie, Positive
Message Design
5. McKenna Power Pose
6. Leo and Laila,
Installation
7. Outdoor Fun
8. Kalina, Sewing
Family Heart Pillow
9. McKenna, Positive
Message Design
10. Billie, Installation
11. Intuitive Clay-Play
12. Scout, Lizard Pose
13. Wiley and Ian,
Installation
14. Maya, Cat Pose
15. Athina, Cat Pose
16. Zach, Dinosaur Pose

13

15

SEPTEMBER
aug/sept 2019
2017

15

volunteer at beye
Beye School’s PTO fundraising team is looking for volunteers! Time commitments vary. Get involved as much as you would like.
Meet new people and show your kids your school spirit. Visit the PTO home page and scroll down to the bottom of the page to
indicate your interest(s): www.beyeschoolpto.org or www.beyeschoolpto.org/volunteer.html.

connect with us
www.op97.org/beye

Beye School Families

Mr E: @BeyeTheWay

about beyelines
Beyelines is a monthly newsletter that highlights the past month’s activities and events at Beye School, both
inside and outside the classroom. If you are a Beye School parent, community member, teacher, or student
and would like to submit an article for consideration, please email communications@beyeschoolpto.org.
All articles should be submitted to beyelines@beyeschoolpto.org.
BeyeBytes is a weekly electronic newsletter that highlights upcoming events at Beye School and in the community. If you would like to submit a news item, or if you are not currently receiving BeyeBytes and would like
to be added to the distribution list, please send and email to communications@beyeschoolpto.org.
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Beye’s first grade garden had a great summer and is teeming with beautiful, nutritious produce for
fall programs, including food tastings!
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