
Each spring, all District 97 students in grades 3 to 8 take federally-required assessments to help us understand

how they are growing academically. Since 2019, the state has utilized the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
to assess students’ knowledge and skills in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, as well as their

progress toward the long-term goal of college and career readiness. 

Here are five things families need to know about IAR for the 2021-22 school year:

D97'S IAR ASSESSMENT WINDOW IS APRIL 5-14, 2022.
IAR will be administered following spring break, April 5-14, 2022. Students in Grades 3

through 8 will complete testing units over the course of several days; they will not test every

day of the district-wide assessment window.

5 THINGS YOU NEED T   KNOW

IAR IS A MANDATORY ASSESSMENT.
Federal law—specifically, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)—requires each state to

give a state achievement test to its students. The law also requires universal participation,

defined as at least 95% of a school’s eligible students. All District 97 students in grades 3 to 8

must take the IAR each spring. Federal and state laws do not provide for any opt-out
provisions.  Click here to learn more about IAR participation.

IAR PARTICIPATION IMPACTS SCHOOLS’ OVERALL RATINGS.
Under the state’s ESSA plan, a school cannot receive the “Exemplary” designation on the

Illinois Report Card when it has less than 95% eligible student participation for three

consecutive years. This proficiency rate impacts schools’ interim progress measurements

and summative designations. Similarly, many public, online rating agencies—including

GreatSchools.org—utilize IAR data exclusively for all of their rankings of school districts.

IAR DATA HELPS US BETTER SUPPORT STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS.
IAR allows schools, districts, and the state to identify trends for different groups of students

that might otherwise go unnoticed. This critical data empowers us to ensure all students
have the support they need to thrive and to modify our supports and instruction accordingly. 

ALL STUDENTS WHO ARE GRADE ELIGIBLE FOR IAR MUST
PARTICIPATE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR ACCELERATION.
In accordance with the Illinois Accelerated Placement Act, District 97 has continued to refine

procedures to ensure equitable access to acceleration opportunities for all students. The IAR

is a critically important measure in determining the mastery of grade level standards and

must be considered by the school team along with other sources of data.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Impact-of-Participation-IAR.pdf
https://op97.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32e3c3366c11f617482556f37&id=8dd923aa8c&e=fd98928e26

