
Here are five things families need to know about Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR). To learn more, please visit
https://www.op97.org/teach-learn/illinois-assessment-for-readiness.

WHEN WILL MY STUDENT TAKE IAR?
The IAR test will be administered prior to spring break, March 9-23, 2023. Students in grades
3 through 8 will complete testing units over the course of several days; they will not test every
day of the district-wide assessment window.

5 THINGS YOU NEED T   KNOW

DOES MY STUDENT HAVE TO TAKE IAR?.
Yes, federal law—specifically, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)—requires each state
to give a state achievement test. The law also requires universal participation, defined as at
least 95% of a school’s eligible students.  All students who are grade eligible for IAR also
must participate in order to be eligible for acceleration in District 97. Click here to learn
more about the impact of IAR participation.

HOW DOES IAR IMPACT MY SCHOOL?
Under the state’s ESSA plan, a school cannot receive the “Exemplary” designation on the
Illinois Report Card when it has less than 95% eligible student participation for three
consecutive years. This proficiency rate impacts both schools’ progress measurements
and summative designations. Similarly, many public online rating agencies—including
GreatSchools.org—utilize IAR data exclusively for their ratings of school districts.

HOW WILL IAR HELP MY STUDENT?
Results from the IAR test will help you understand how your student is progressing and if
they are on track for college and careers. The test also provides important data to schools,
districts, and the state to ensure that all students have the support they need to thrive. 

WHAT IS IAR?
Each spring, all District 97 students in grades 3 to 8 take federally-required assessments to
help us understand how they are growing academically. Since 2019, the state has utilized the
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) to assess students’ knowledge and skills in English
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, as well as their progress toward the long-term goal
of college and career readiness. 
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