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THANK
YOU!

Summer learning teams
(teachers, teacher
assistants, administrative
assistants, related service
providers, coordinators)

District 97 families

District 97 students

Our community partners

Summer Robotics Program
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Tonight’s
Agenda

Program Overview

SY25 Summer
Learning
Recommendations

Research Evaluation
Questions

What did we learn?



Park District
of Oak Park
Partnership



Spark Sports

Nature Camp

Skate & Swim
Dance Aftercare

RinkGym

SCAW

87

9

Students served

Activities

46 First-Time
Scholarship
Recipients

39% Registered beyond 2
week free camp



Park District
n=87

Overall Take Up
Rate
12%
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 Black
students and
non-
Multilingual
students were
less likely
than their
eligible peers
to enroll in
Park District



Key Takeaways

Increase alignment between summer
programs and the  Portrait of an Oak Park
Eighth Grade Graduate

Provide access for Oak Park D97's focal
cohort students through strategic
collaboration amongst summer program
providers across Oak Park

Explore use of federal funds to  provide lunch
for qualified students during the summer



District 97
Summer

Programs

YMiddle School Explore
Program



SY24 Summer Programs



ESY Music

Math Bridge

FUNdations

Math Review…
ML Boost

Robotics
MSExplore

8 Programs

630 Students

143 Teachers

*May include double-counts of teachers and students
who participated in more than 1 program



Research
Questions

YMiddle School Explore
Program



Process-Related Questions

To what extent did teaching staff feel 
a) the training and PD and
b) resources sufficiently prepared them to deliver
effective instruction?

To what extent did families agree that the program
provided sufficient supports in:
a) providing instruction that supported the student’s
learning level
b) preparing the student
c) engaging the student
d) communicating about student’s progress
e) making students feel welcomed and valued in the
classroom

Short-Term Outcomes

Math Enrichment - Bridge:
Does D97 see a higher % of students and more
parity across demographics in the % of students
taking and passing Algebra I/Integrated Math 1 by
8th grade over time?

Are students across demographics passing through
Math enrichment programs at similar rates?

ESY:
What percent of students maintain or grow on
progress named in the IEP as measured by the first
trimester progress report provided by case manage

ML Boost:
What percent of students see growth on TELL
scores between Spring and Fall? Are there
differences by demographics?

MS Connections:
Is there a higher rate of Sense of Belonging among
the incoming 6th graders compared to prior
cohorts?

FUNdations:
What percent of students show an improvement
on standardized test scores? Are there differences
by demographics?

Long-Term Outcomes

MS Explore!:
What percent of students show an improvement
on standardized test scores from Summer to Fall?
Are there differences by demographics?

Math Enrichment - Review:
What percent of students see growth between pre-
and post exam? Are there differences by
demographics?

Program Evaluation Research Questions

What were the main factors contributing to families’
decision to enroll in the program?

FUNdations, Explore! ESY, Boost:
What were the main factors contributing to families’
decision not to enroll in the program?

How much training or professional development did
staff receive prior to delivering instruction?

FUNdations, Explore! ESY, Boost, Math Enrichment - Bridge:
What % of invited students enrolled (Take-up rate)? Are
there differences by demographics?

To what extent did students agree that:
a) they were supported by their teacher
b) connected to their peers
c) the program was helpful in preparing the student
for the next school year
d) the program has helped the student feel confident
in their skills
e) they feel successful in the progress they made
f) the daily schedule was appropriate
g) the program timeframe was appropriate



What we
learned

Summer Music Camp



Double-Booked, Invited Too Late, Dates Didn't Work
18

Didn't Receive Invite
11

Other
10

For most families, scheduling conflicts were the main factors contributing to
their decisions to not to enroll in summer programs.  Our newer summer
programs encountered challenges successfully reaching out to eligible
families.

Families were asked “What is the main
reason your student did not attend this
program?” The number of respondents

indicating each response category is shown
in the graph to the right.

Almost half of respondents indicated that
they did not participate in an invited

program due to scheduling conflicts --
either because they were already

participating in something else or because
they made other plans or because the dates

didn’t work for their family

Another large portion reported not
receiving an invitation. All of these

responses came from invitees of new
summer programs. Number of Respondents



Support Academic Growth Child Was Excited About Program

Teacher Recommended the Program Parents Working Other

0 20 40 60 80 100

Math Review (n=15)

Summer FUNdations (n=13)

ML Summer Boost (n=12)

ESY (n=28)

Music Camp (n=47)

Robotics (n=10)

Families choose most summer programs in order to support students’
academic growth. Enrollment in Music Camp and Robotics is more often
driven by student excitement.

Families were asked
“what was the most

important reason you
decided to enroll your

student in this
program?” The

percent of
respondents

indicating each
response category by
program is shown in

the graph to the right.



ESY
(n=182)

Overall Take-Up
Rate
87%

Graph indicates the difference in the
% of enrolled versus invited by

demographic group

*Indicates statistically significant differences
(p<.05)
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FUNdations
(n=51)

Overall Take-
Up Rate

30%
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ML Boost
(n=41)

Overall Take-Up
Rate
41%
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MS Explore!
(n=25)

Overall Take-Up
Rate
7%
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We will work to schedule and announce
programs earlier in the year. And, we will
continue to approach summer programs
differently depending on whether they are
driven by student interest or are designed for
intervention.

Teachers can be better leveraged in
advertising our programs, especially for under-
represented student groups eligible for
intervention programs. 

Key Takeaways



Across all summer programs, families report high levels of agreement that the
program provided sufficient supports in 5 key areas 

4

5

ESY (n=28)

4

5

ML Boost (n=12)

Math Review
(n=15)

FUNdations (n=13)

4

5

Music Camp (n=47)

Robotics (n=10)

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

5

5

The summer program
provided my child instruction
that supported their current

learning level.

 This summer program
was helpful in preparing

my student

 I feel that my child was
engaged in the learning

during this summer
program

 I felt comfortable
communicating with my
child’s teacher about my

child’s progress.

4

5

5

5

4

5

 My child felt welcomed
and valued in the

classroom

4

5

5

4

4

5

4

4

Families were asked to indicate their level of agreement
[1=Strongly Disagree... 3= Neutral....5 = Strongly Agree]

 to the above series of questions. The median response is indicated above 
 



Across summer programs, students report high levels of agreement that the
program provided sufficient supports in 7 key areas. 

5ESY (n=43)

5

4.5

FUNdations (n=10)

MS Explore* (n=18)

4Music Camp (n=126)

5

5

4

4

4 5

Supported by your
teacher(s) in this summer

program

 Connections to your
peers in this summer

program

this program was
helpful in preparing you

for next school year

this program has
helped you feel

confident in your skills

4

4

4

4

4

4

Students were asked to respond to each above question on a scale of 1 to 5:

e.g. 1=I feel the course was totally UNHELPFUL... 
5 = I feel the course was totally HELPFUL]

The median response is indicated above 

3

3

3

3

the daily schedule

3

3

--

3

the timeframe of the
program

To what extent do you feel.... How did you feel about... 

5

4

4

4

After taking this
summer, how successful

do you feel in the
progress you’ve made? (Select "3" if you thought the length was just right)

1=too short/too rushed... 
5 = way too long/way too slow*Median values

across 3 weekly
surveys



We will work to schedule and announce
programs earlier in the year. And, we will
continue to approach summer programs
differently depending on whether they are
driven by student interest or are designed for
intervention

Teachers can be better leveraged in
advertising our programs, especially for under-
represented student groups eligible for
intervention programs. 

Program designers and leads will address: 
Communication between staff and with
families
Feasibility of lengthening and expanding the
FUNdations program
Staff training and resource needs, especially
for new(er) programs and ESY

Key Takeaways



The summer design team does not yet have a
recommendation for the Middle School Math
Enrichment Bridge program because there are
significant program shifts under consideration
which continue to be vetted with multiple
stakeholders. 

The team will bring forward a recommendation
at a subsequent board meeting.

Middle School
Math

Enrichment:
Bridge



SY25
Recommendations

Laptop Orchestra



August 2024

Review analysis of summer
programs
Confirm SY25 research questions
Draft summer 2025 budget
recommendations

November/December 2024
Update summer curriculum,
assessment, and professional
learning  based on feedback
Launch family registration
Launch hiring of staff

 September/October 2024
Present findings and formalize
budget request for Board
approval
Confirm program dates
(pending approval)
Launch park district
partnership (pending
approval)

 Spring/Summer  2025
Conduct professional learning
Launch programming

Summer Programs: Timeline



Program Program Length/Expenditure Program/Item Cost Grant Funded?

Extended School Year and summer
assessment stipends 4 weeks $318,591.22 Yes

Middle School Explore! Program 3 weeks

147,362.55

Partially funded

Middle School Math Enrichment:
Review 3 weeks (2 sessions) No

Summer FUNdational Camp
stipends

3 weeks No

Summer Music Camp stipends 1 week No

Summer Robotics Camp stipends 1 week ( 2 sessions) No

Multilingual Summer Boost stipends 4 weeks $27,216.66 Partially funded

Park District of Oak Park Partnership Ongoing throughout the summer $30,000 Yes

ESY, Multilingual Summer Boost Transportation $50,000 Partially funded

All programs Supplies $7500 Partially funded


