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Algebra is the foundation for all math to come. 

The better the foundation, the more successful
the student will be. 

If our students take their time learning these
foundational skills, advanced math will not only be
available, but a worthwhile experience increasing

the student’s love for math.



Students Math Course

Pre 2017

based on 2nd grade CoGat scores



2019

D97 Equity Policy
Implemented



Students Math Course

2020 Implementation
Illinois Learning Standards for

Math
 

(i.e. what students need to be able to know and do at each grade level)

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/math-standards.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/math-standards.pdf


Gifted, Talented, and
Differentiation (GTD)

ad hoc committee
formed to address

likely inequities in D97
acceleration practices

-->
“Enrichment for all”

GTD Teachers -->
Enrichment Specialists

20192017pre 2017

Timeline of Key Math Initiatives at D97 

D97 Equity Policy
implemented

State Acceleration Law
enacted

 and D97 current
acceleration practices

established

Every student continues
to have access to

Enrichment Specialist

2018

“Walk up” Reading
and Math

determined in part
by Grade 2 CoGat

scores

Offered Bridge and
Review courses to

rising 6th-8th grade
students for 2.5-3
weeks during the

summer only



2024

Timeline of Key Math Initiatives at D97 

2020

Revamped the
Summer Math

Enrichment
Program for 2021

2021

Revised Bridge end-
of-course exams

2022

Added 
Trimester 3 +

summer

Updated MAP
criteria 

Eliminated the 6th
Grade Math

Placement Exam

2023

Implemented
Appeals Process
for bridge End-
of-course exam

Expanded MAP
criteria to

include standard
error of

measurement



What are the key components of our 
approach to standards-based instruction in D97? 



Our Commitment to Math Excellence

We are committed
to giving students

access to the
appropriate math

courses
throughout their

academic
experience. 

We are committed
to listening to

feedback from all
key stakeholders to
continue to evolve

our programs. 

We are committed
to ensuring that all
our students are

properly prepared
for high school

and beyond.

We are committed
to providing high-
quality standard

based-instruction
to all students. 

We are committed
to prioritizing

student voice in
decisions that

impact their math
journey



What research and/or stakeholder feedback 
is guiding our approach? 



What
We’ve
Heard...

D97 staff concerns about subsequent math course
performance and students need to engaging in

math experience

Family concerns about student progress in
advanced math courses 

OPRF concerns about accelerated students missing
foundational math skills. 



https://my.nctm.org/blogs/matthew-larson/2017/12/20/mathematics-learning-a-journey-not-a-sprint
http://dmac.rutgers.edu/~joer/The-Rush-to-Calculus.pdf
https://download.ssrn.com/22/12/01/ssrn_id4291487_code2904246.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEJP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQD2HYpobZWa4z32cDFlUwk5GmzmtFDejSQm2bmU9rIXtwIhAMVxO9I9cwgO%2FDN5Z%2FpNOlMJLMigm1C9sYqOribEbvLCKr0FCHsQBBoMMzA4NDc1MzAxMjU3IgyjaoppYduMVzCGkK4qmgUy9jHU%2B842ssoGV90aoYLAPbNlNOEJD4yjdQhAaUWzsMz2Md8O%2FfaFWUS8uS%2BI6Q%2F4qjIGtVINf3u2wiEXnd3zdmHwftcnZj3py2AZ1NB4rvgD3fLvS1a2yCfsI89HawqfqKWiIdWcv7FDAjujkCq8Qs3XXhVbvod8PMh01S4qLYWvb6wxy6E8CFU%2FruCjy%2BIFhk5URGC8exX4oIzGr0VTQi5nmIwtM6JN4IcvARJ3yx1ib5btctT5HhinU%2B%2BCm0mezQ7aYphjKe14Dcw1EmDBWh%2FoCX854Ru1O%2BaQCSnNcwdTPrUqK%2B6HnO3JhVz7YUG9xExaViI1H3ICwQbSLxaqQjr0iK%2Fe9Joau7NuP8y7N6bxuGqD8LK5qJEmLatQHHfpORL0HJKCn2Hfud0MDd1xNqj9wUkAv706Atlc3%2Bbt4NoZF28JkhHu%2F%2BTjg8QcWakAHUmuhDgDt7rfln3JqheAlfSd2SsLZOYiBeXdQ5ZBrVIbGJyP11Hvf33zTsnuO5T0xAZ77JM6VSYKarg9JHVtsQcvQDJjD4Jl7yoVY7rmddalguWTFnyYk0IecK46plIKez%2BOXDOgcEuDhgub2Dg3TXSRlaLol5%2Bekx3m04aZMGh3kRcOC%2FISePAIJo3upx6FXK%2F2mSKqArE1wz%2FpmFi6FlD2KOi%2BgYGK%2Bh0sE784hrBnugQqsgCpgpxMzz%2FDvGwdsy9V4KlpOLNdXxgN3yHBQCQ%2Fn1kpm0eRlrRDyrxqOkTLpozBywSqcvWIO33nwUJmhI3nmLYpUvlDW7MHhJQAt0P8Uqxwj5V0w%2FFH2tRojMoZRcgaDs0ZJUtsJYqeoDunTqLE3OOoRh0XW5UGbVKq5S8ZxlBHaBS2Dqm5iPLtk%2BOZ%2BIY2pM9q9gAw%2FIL7uwY6sAF5eZ9gj6TF0Ip241nLvlfri2p8j9W13q7q%2B1wEwN717%2FMKI9dycqmaIa6Yff7C4revscEok1m7l9Cjfl8UlSrxpRkkrG%2FUY4k0skCVsyDqtIMgFBHYI9tPP93A%2FwOOdXuE4dB%2FPy3u8ZCtDFcE3fDgrT1%2BprE0PnVJf6JjY3hG22GlvIQHcP7kBnFJ2PMhuPb0lJNqBYEMxCB%2FFR462f6HMLhMkJWP%2FqWDv9AXpFd2Qg%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250108T190548Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWEW6JU6A3D%2F20250108%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=635aadd08b7de09a88bd72e0fd9a5f6cf0f99bb5f60cae743a91358322178b7b&abstractId=4291487


What's the difference between 
state mandated acceleration 
and access to algebra at D97?



State-Mandated
Acceleration 

D97 Access to
Algebra  

Two different pathways with two different purposes 

(Integrated Math 1)



What is the
purpose?

Who can
participate?

How can students
participate?

To accelerate passed your age appropriate  grade level in any
subject per 2019 Illinois Accelerated Placement Act

All students in the district are eligible for state mandated single-
subject or whole-grade acceleration

Students, teachers, or families can apply for acceleration during the
window (March 1 - April 25) 

State Mandated Acceleration



What is the
purpose?

Who can
participate?

How can students
participate?

*NOTE: This pathway was formerly refered to as: “Math Enrichment: Advancement”

 To increase access for students not currently on track for Algebra
(Integrated Math 1) by 8th grade.

Students in grades 5 -7 who are not already single-subject
accelerated in math. 

Bridge Course: Students
participate in a Trimester 3
and summer course and
pass an end of course exam
with 80% or higher

D97 Access to Algebra Pathway*
(Integrated Math 1)

MAP: Students can
register to take the spring
NWEA MAP Math 6+ test
and meet their grade level
RIT score criteria 



What is the math course sequence 
from 6th to 9th grade in D97? 



Integrated Math I
(former course: Algebra only)

Integrated Math II 
at OPRF only

(former course: Geometry only)

Math 8

Math 7

Math 6

 

Updated information regarding
alignment to OPRF will be on the D97

website

SY25 
Middle School Math 
Course Framework



How can 8th grade students with
different MS math courses access AP Calc

when they go to high school? 

Can a student who has not participated
in state-mandated acceleration in middle
school still take AP Calc in high school? 



ALL students will have the opportunity to take AP Calculus AB/BC
as a senior regardless of acceleration or access status. 

From D97 to OPRFHS:
Access to Calculus



AP Calculus

AP Precalculus

Math 3

Math 1
Intensive
Summer
Math 2

Math 8 D97 8th Grader 

OPRF Student

Pathways to Calculus based on 
8th grade Math Placement

Profile A: 
Student who followed typical

trajectory in D97



AP Calculus

AP Precalculus

Math 3

Math 1

AP Calculus

AP Precalculus

Math 3

Math 2

Integrated Math I

Intensive
Summer
Math 2

Via AtA or
Acceleration

Math 8
D97 8th Grader 

OPRF Student

Pathways to Calculus based on 
8th grade Math Placement

Profile B: 
Student who took Integrated
Math I by 8th Grade at D97



AP Calculus

AP Precalculus

Math 3

Math 1

AP Calculus

AP Precalculus

Math 3

Math 2

Integrated Math I

Intensive
Summer
Math 2

Via AtA or
Acceleration

Math 8

Courses Beyond
Calculus

AP Calculus

Pathways to Calculus based on 
8th grade Math Placement

Profile C:
Student who advanced and/or
accelerated in Math more than
once before 8th Grade at D97

Math 2 (at OPRF)

AP Precalculus

Math 3



What should parents/students do if the learning is
not rigorous enough? 





Why are there fewer students
currently attending math courses at

OPRF than in past years?



As a result of program improvements
made in 2017 to ensure students are better

prepared for higher levels of math, there
was a decline in the number of students
projected to be in Geometry. In response
to the change in demand, this course is

now offered at OPRF only.  

*See earlier slides for timeline of program improvements 



Thank You!




