
The Joy of Discovering Mathematics 

Oak Park Elementary School District 97
Committee of the Whole Meeting

January 28, 2025

Inspiring ALL K-5 Math Learners to Reach their Potential

Presenters: 
Patrick Robinson, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Schools
Dr. Tawanda Lawrence, Senior Director of Teaching and Learning

Jennifer Logan, Curriculum Coordinator (PreK-5)



What’s the big idea?



Agenda

Mathematics and 
the Path to Equity

K-5 Math Curriculum 
Committee Priorities for 
SY24-25

Timeline and Next 
Steps

Questions from the 
Board of Education

01

02

03

04

The Joy of Discovering Mathematics 
Inspiring ALL K-5 Math Learners to Reach their Potential



—Dr. Jo Boaler

“The powerful thinkers in today’s world are not 
those who can calculate fast, as used to be true; 

fast calculations are now fully automated, routine, 
and uninspiring. The powerful thinkers are those 
who make connections, think logically, and use 

space, data, and numbers creatively.”



Inspiring ALL K-5 Math Learners to Reach their Potential
The Joy of Discovering Mathematics
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Mathematics and the Path to Equity
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Mathematics and the Path to Equity

1) Offer all students 
high-level content

Broaden the number of students who are given 
high-level opportunities is a clear way of improving 
achievement and promoting equity.

2) Work to change 
ideas about who 
can achieve in 
mathematics

3) Encourage students 
to think deeply about 
mathematics

Boaler, 2022

The mindset beliefs held by teachers about 
learning mathematics open or close pathways for 
students. It is important for teachers to transmit 
growth mindset messages to students.

Many students, particularly girls prefer a 
connected approach to mathematics to 
understand why, when, and how methods work. 
When mathematics is taught in a connected, 
inquiry-based way, inequities disappear and 
achievement increases.



Mathematics and the Path to Equity

4) Teach students to 
work together

Research has shown the advantages of students 
working together for mathematics understanding 
and group work is also a critical strategy for 
countering racial inequities in mathematics.

5) Give girls and 
students of color 
additional 
encouragement to 
learn math

Boaler, 2022

In addition to collaboration and inquiry-based 
approaches, girls and students of color need 
thoughtful and positive messages communicated 
with them about their valued place in mathematics.
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K-5 Math Curriculum Committee 

Priorities for SY24-25



Meet the K-5 Math 
Curriculum Committee!

Math Curriculum Committee Members
Brooks Feeder Schools

Math Curriculum Committee 
Members

Julian Feeder Schools

Linda Chrystall - Hatch
Taylor Bowman - Hatch 
Noah Zand - Hatch
Rachel Wheatley - Lincoln
Julie King - Lincoln
Karri Spillane - Lincoln
Courtney Tyler - Lincoln
Don Shanahan - Lincoln
Catina Burries - Lincoln
Arnetta Thompson - Lincoln

Christy Carlson - Holmes
Elizabeth Vietzen - Holmes
Charlee Moss - Holmes
Anna Kalember - Holmes
Elisa Vella - Holmes
Rosie Espinosa - Holmes
Nicole Mendez - Holmes
Taylor Kula - Whittier
Leslie Weiss - Whittier

Mark Bulger - Beye
Sarah Adduci - Beye
Natalie Bauman - Beye
Kara Sakellaris - Irving
Betsy Parkinson - Irving
Sara Falkin - Irving
Jen Buckley - Mann
Michelle Bolis - Mann
Lindsay Golemes - Longfellow
Ahzea Makhubu - Longfellow 



K-5 Math Curriculum Committee 
Priorities for SY24-25

Priority #1 Gather feedback from all elementary teachers to inform 
the resource review process 

√

Priority #2 Develop a mission statement for K-5 mathematics to 
guide the selection of comprehensive resources

√

Priority #3 Establish a shared understanding of the Illinois Learning 
Standards for Mathematics and evaluation tools

√

Priority #4 Select two comprehensive mathematics resources to 
pilot during the 2025-2026 school year

√

Priority #5 Identify the pilot units of instruction based on the scope 
and sequence and develop a professional learning plan

√



Grade Level Team
Provided time to reflect on their mathematics 
instruction and current adopted resource 

Submitted a survey reflecting their thoughts on 
effective resources to support student learning and 
professional learning opportunities to enhance their 
practice

Building Leadership Team
Conducted a meeting with each Building 
Leadership Team to discuss the grade level 
survey results for their school and share the 
resource review and pilot plan

Priority #1 Gather feedback from all elementary teachers to 
inform the resource review process 



Outline the overall purpose, values, and intended 
student outcomes of the K-5 mathematics program

Serve as a guiding compass, ensuring the resource 
fulfills the mission and effectively supports the 
learning of all students

Focus the evaluation of pilot resources on its content, 
learning objective, and teaching method alignment to 
the mission statement 

Priority #2 Develop a mission statement for K-5 mathematics 
to guide the selection of comprehensive resources

K-5 Math Mission Statement will…



Engaged in a deep dive into the Illinois Learning Standards for 
Mathematics and the Common Core Shifts 

Analyzed the standards and shifts, to help identify pilot resources 
that align with these expectations and support our district's 
unique needs 

Allowed the committee to level-set our understanding and 
ensure all committee members are equipped to evaluate 
potential math curricular resources effectively

Established a shared understanding to guide the committee in 
making an informed decision to select pilot resources that foster 
mathematical growth and success for all students

Priority #3 Establish a shared understanding of the Illinois Learning 
Standards for Mathematics and evaluation tools



 3 Stage Process:  K-5 Math Resource Selection

Stage 1
Identify Resources to Review 

Stage 2 
Select Resources to Pilot

Stage 3
Conduct Pilot & Gather Data

Priority #4 Select two comprehensive mathematics resources to 
pilot during the 2025-2026 school year

Gather math resources 
recommendations from various 
stakeholders and school districts

Utilize EdReports to identify 
resources that Meet Expectations

Provide a survey of questions to 
all vendors 

Score vendor survey responses & 
identify 5-6 vendors to present 
to the committee

Conduct vendor presentations 
for 5-6 resources

Utilize demo accounts to explore 
each resource

Rate each resource utilizing the 
agreed upon evaluation tool(s)

Utilize a decision-making 
protocol to select 2 resources to 
pilot

Conduct pilot of two resources at the 
selected pilot schools

Gather feedback from teachers, 
students, & families

Analyze pre/post assessment data

Rate each resource utilizing the agreed 
upon evaluation tool(s) 

Utilize a research-based framework to 
determine resources to recommend for 
adoption



Review the D97 scope and sequence for mathematics that includes the Illinois Learning 
Standards that students need to know and be able to do by the end of each grade level

Select units of instruction for each pilot resource that aligns with the priority standards identified 
in the D97 scope and sequence to ensure each standard is taught by the end of the school year

Support teachers with reporting on student progress in mathematics to families

Priority #5 Identify the pilot units of instruction based on the scope 
and sequence and determine professional learning needs

Pilot Units of Instruction

Design professional learning opportunities for K-5 teachers to support mathematics 
instruction

● Pilot Schools -  Initial and follow-up coaching for pilot resources
● Non-Pilot Schools - Apply strategies from Mathematical Mindsets by Jo Boaler and 

Building Thinking Classrooms by Peter Liljedahl

Professional Learning Opportunities 
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Timeline and Next Steps



SY24-25 Timeline and Next Steps

Priority #2

Develop K-5 
Mathematics Mission 

Statement

Priority #3
Establish Shared 
Understanding of 

Standards and 
Evaluation Tools

Priority #4

Select two 
Comprehensive 

Mathematics 
Resources to Pilot

Priority #5
Identify Pilot Units of 

Instruction and 
Develop a Professional 

Learning Plan for 
SY25-26

Priority #1
Gather Feedback from 

K-5 Teachers

Nov - 
Feb

Nov - 
Jan

Nov - 
Feb

Feb - 
April

April 
- May
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Questions

from the Board of Education


