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Our Portrait Story



The Portrait of an Oak Park 8th Grade
Graduate is the collective vision that our

community has for all District 97
graduates.

This vision will be rooted in core
competencies tied to learning standards

and experiences that are critical to student
success in college, career and beyond.

What is the Portrait?



Our Portrait

The following 8 dimensions represent
the culmination of this community
engagement process. Each word was

carefully chosen by the Teacher Design
Team to reflect both their educational

expertise and the priorities and
preferences of community members.



Portrait Development

Community
Visioning

FOCUS
Robust engagement to develop

the Portrait, prioritizing the voices
of affinity groups to ensure

equitable representation

OUTCOME
Competency-based Portrait that
reflects the vision and values of

the Oak Park community

2023-24



Portrait Development

Community
Visioning

Aligning Voices and
Vision to Learning

Standards

FOCUS
Robust engagement to develop

the Portrait, prioritizing the voices
of affinity groups to ensure

equitable representation

OUTCOME
Competency-based Portrait that
reflects the vision and values of

the Oak Park community

FOCUS
Digging deep with youth to

understand their lived
experiences; aligning Portrait

dimensions to learning standards

OUTCOME
Alignment between defined

standards and community vision;
areas of immediate focus based on

student feedback

FOCUS
Piloting the Portrait as a

community framework for youth
development and learning

everywhere

EXAMPLES
Collaboration with community

partners (e.g., Oak Park Education
Foundation, Park District of

Oak Park)

2023-24 2024-25

Cross-Agency
Partnership:

“We Learn Everywhere”



Portrait Development

Community
Visioning

Aligning Voices and
Vision to Learning

Standards

Cross-Agency
Partnership:

“We Learn Everywhere”

Innovation Incubator
(Future Work)

FOCUS
Robust engagement to develop

the Portrait, prioritizing the voices
of affinity groups to ensure

equitable representation

OUTCOME
Competency-based Portrait that
reflects the vision and values of

the Oak Park community

FOCUS
Digging deep with youth to

understand their lived
experiences; aligning Portrait

dimensions to learning standards

OUTCOME
Alignment between defined

standards and community vision;
areas of immediate focus based on

student feedback

FOCUS
Piloting the Portrait as a

community framework for youth
development and learning

everywhere

EXAMPLES
Collaboration with community

partners (e.g., Oak Park Education
Foundation, Park District of

Oak Park)

FOCUS
Future-oriented strategies to

expand the impact of the Portrait
framework (e.g., Portrait projects,

Youth Advisory Council, family
learning design)

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26



Aligning Voices and Vision
to Learning Standards



New SY25 Teacher Leader Role

We are excited to be working this year with our new Portrait Early Learning
Engagement Teacher Leaders. Together, we aim to:

Design Portrait-aligned learning experiences that support existing work while
serving as a springboard for innovation aligned to the Portrait dimensions.

Design early learning experiences aligned to the Portrait that serve to prepare
students entering the district for a rich learning experience.

Meet as a district-wide team for continued professional learning around the
dimensions while preparing to share learning with students, community members,
community organizations, etc.  

Support community engagement efforts aligned to the Portrait.

Develop draft Portrait metrics for use with the district’s early learning and
community partners.



Connections with Peers
Students highlighted the importance of building strong, positive relationships
with their classmates.

1

Supportive Transitions
Students identified a need for better support during transitions between grade
levels and school environments.

3

Relationships with Teachers
Some students shared the importance of having teachers of color, reflecting their
identities and experiences, to foster a sense of belonging and representation.

2

Social Emotional Learning (SEL Support)
Students expressed need for more supports/initiatives to help them navigate
challenges and experiences.

4

Listening Sessions with Students

As part of our work with the Portrait Early Learning Engagement Teacher Leaders, we conducted
several listening sessions with middle school students in December 2024 to learn more about their

experiences in District 97.

What We Heard Alignment with
the Portrait

The feedback from
students underscores the

importance of helping
them develop skills to be

Holistically Well.



What is a standard?

Standards establish expectations for what all students should know and
be able to do in each subject at each grade. 



Standards Alignment

What does it mean to have a “standards-aligned Portrait”?

Our Portrait of a Graduate will
identify learning standards and
experiences that are critical to future
student success.

Each dimension (core area) of our
Portrait will be connected to the
Illinois Learning Standards. 



Graduates will make a positive impact locally and globally through civic engagement and
sustainability practices.

A closer look....

Change Agent



Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions,
solving problems, and designing things.

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent

https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf


Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions, solving
problems, and designing things.

Dynamic Learning Maps Essential
Elements

Write to share information supported by details.
a.Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent

https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/DLM_Essential_Elements_ELA_(2013)_v4.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/DLM_Essential_Elements_ELA_(2013)_v4.pdf


Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions,
solving problems, and designing things.

Dynamic Learning Maps Essential
Elements

Write to share information supported by details.
a.Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

International Society for Technology in
Education (ISTE) Standards

1.5.b - Students collect data or identify relevant data sets, use digital tools to
analyze them and represent data in various ways to facilitate problem-solving and

decision-making.

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent

https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
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https://iste.org/standards
https://iste.org/standards


Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions,
solving problems, and designing things.

Dynamic Learning Maps Essential
Elements

Write to share information supported by details.
a.Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

International Society for Technology in
Educations (ISTE) Standards

1.5.b - Students collect data or identify relevant data sets, use digital tools to
analyze them and represent data in various ways to facilitate problem-solving and

decision-making.

Illinois Social Emotional Learning
Standards 3c.6b.Plan and implement a project to improve your local community.

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent

https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
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Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions,
solving problems, and designing things.

Dynamic Learning Maps Essential
Elements

Write to share information supported by details.
a.Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

International Society for Technology in
Education (ISTE) Standards

1.5.b - Students collect data or identify relevant data sets, use digital tools to
analyze them and represent data in various ways to facilitate problem-solving and

decision-making.

Illinois Social Emotional Learning
Standards 3c.6b.Plan and implement a project to improve your local community.

Next Generation Science Standards
3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when

the environment changes and the types of plants and animals that live there may
change.*

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent
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Example of a Standard

Illinois Early Learning and Development
Standards

11.A.ECa: Express wonder and curiosity about their world by asking questions,
solving problems, and designing things.

Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements
Write to share information supported by details.

a.Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

International Society for Technology in
Education (ISTE) Standards

1.5.b - Students collect data or identify relevant data sets, use digital tools to
analyze them and represent data in various ways to facilitate problem-solving and

decision-making.

Illinois Social Emotional Learning Standards 3c.6b.Plan and implement a project to improve your local community.

Next Generation Science Standards
3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the

environment changes and the types of plants and animals that live there may
change.*

Learning for Justice Standards
20. I will work with my friends and family to make our school and community fair for

everyone, and will work hard and cooperate in order to achieve our goals.  

A Closer
Look...

.

Change Agent

https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/documents/early_learning_standards.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/DLM_Essential_Elements_ELA_(2013)_v4.pdf
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A Community Approach
to Youth Development

“We Learn Everywhere”



Community Partnerships

We have been exploring opportunities to collaborate with partner agencies
like the Oak Park Public Library, the Oak Park Education Foundation, and

the Park District of Oak Park to bring our Portrait into the community.



Innovation Incubator
(Future Work)



Summer Portrait Planning

The Portrait team was joined this summer by Lourdes
Valdez, an intern from the Education Pioneers program.
During her time with D97, Lourdes helped explore and
design:

A Portrait-aligned project-based learning pilot

Opportunities for community partnerships to support
student learning

Digital tools for out-of-school learning that are
accessible to all students

A framework for a Youth Advisory CouncilD97 Senior Leadership Retreat - July 2024



Possible Portrait Youth Advisory Council
We have been incubating the idea of a new youth advisory council focused on continuous
engagement and improvement of the Portrait. There are also other agency conversations taking
place about a community-wide youth leadership structure. 
We welcome collaboration and always favor a cross-agency approach to the big things we’re trying
to do in Oak Park. Stay tuned!

1 - The Brief

Students internalize the 
Portrait Dimensions. 

2 - Research

Students identify areas of
growth in school and
larger community 

3 - Ideation

Students develop action 
plan and engage with
members of the
community 

4 - Production 5 - Reflect

Students evaluate and
reflect on the outcomes
of their effort. 

Students implement action
plan through small service
project / initiative 

DRAFT Youth Advisory Council Framework



Questions

DISCUSSION


