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To learn about all of our honorees, please visit donnelly.edu/hall-of-fame

Mr. Garcia was born and raised in Kansas City, Kansas and he still lives 
and works in KCK today. After graduating from Donnelly College with 

an Associate of Arts degree in 2005, Mr. Garcia earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Elementary Education from the University of Ottawa – Kansas City in 2008. 

For the past 13 years, Mr. Garcia has been employed by the Kansas City, 
Kansas Public Schools USD 500 as a fifth-grade general education teacher.  
He cannot see himself in any other profession, stating “The classroom is  
where I belong! I consider teaching my vocation.” Mr. Garcia and his family 
are also very active in their church community, Saint John the Baptist (KCK).

“As the first person in my family to attend and graduate from college, 
Donnelly provided a great foundation. In 1990, they helped me enroll for 
the first time and found a way to help me financially. If it were not for the 
guidance of the people in the admissions and financial aid departments, 
Donnelly would not be a part of my life. When I returned after a long 
hiatus and received my Associate of Arts degree, I found many of the same 
helpful, spiritual and Catholic employees still working at Donnelly. Donnelly’s 
faculty and staff follow the teachings of Jesus Christ by making themselves 
available to all people from all walks of life. In this place, all are welcomed!” D

Gerald (Gerry) S. Garcia 0`5

Mr. Dana attended Donnelly College in 1969-70 and graduated 
from Benedictine College with a BS in Business Administration 

in 1972. Starting work as a teller, he went on to serve as President and 
CEO of Central Bank in Kansas City for 29 years before transitioning 
to his current role as Vice Chairman. His career in community banking 
has spanned more than 50 years. 

During his years at Central Bank, Mr. Dana has served on 
numerous civic, social, and trade association boards and has been 
called upon to speak on many banking industry topics including 
compliance, community development, and bank profitability. He has 
spoken before the FDIC, the OCC, the Missouri Division of Finance, 
U.S. House sub-committees, numerous trade associations, and varied 
banking organizations.

Mr. Dana has been married to his wife, Kay, for 50 years. They have 
three grown children and six grandchildren.

Mr. Dana is grateful for the education he received at Donnelly 
College: “It is truly a source of personal pride that I was a student  
there 50 years ago. They offer an affordable world class education  
to many minority students. So many of these students are the first  
in their families to attend college.” D

William (Bill) S. Dana, Jr.

http://www.donnelly.edu/hall-of-fame
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SPOTLIGHT

What the Eyes  
Don’t See 
Through a grant from the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, Donnelly College is excited to welcome Mona 
Hanna-Attisha, MD, MPH, FAAP to campus on March 2. 

Dr. Hanna-Attisha will talk with students about her book What 
the Eyes Don’t See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance and Hope in an 
American City in which she discusses her journey learning about and 
leading recovery efforts for the Flint, Michigan water crisis. 

Dr. Hanna-Attisha is 
the founder and director 
of the Michigan State 
University and Hurley Children’s Hospital Pediatric Public 
Health Initiative, an innovative and model public health 
program in Flint, Michigan. A pediatrician, scientist, 
activist and author, Dr. Hanna-Attisha has testified three 
times before the United States Congress, has been awarded 
the Freedom of Expression Courage Award by PEN 
America, and has been named one of Time Magazine’s  
100 Most Influential People in the World. She has appeared 
on CNN, MSNBC, BBC and countless other media outlets 
championing the cause of children in Flint and beyond. 
She is a founding donor of the Flint Child Health and 
Development Fund (flintkids.org).

What the Eyes Don’t See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance and 
Hope in an American City is Donnelly’s 2020-21 Common 
Read, a campus-wide initiative to include one common, 
thought-provoking book on the reading list for all courses 
across the curriculum. Additional event information is 
available online at donnelly.edu/events. D

http://www.donnelly.edu/events
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Unshakable 
Optimism
In April 2022, Syed Jamal will face an  

immigration judge, again. 
Jamal, a Donnelly College faculty member,  

will stand in what is now an unfortunately familiar 
setting for him, a courtroom, surrounded by his 
wife, children, friends, colleagues and supporters,  
as his attorney pleads a case for visa renewal and  
tells of Jamal’s 33-year history in the United States  
as a student, researcher, teacher, family man and 
valued community member.

In 2010, due to a paperwork error, Jamal fell out 
of compliance with the visa he had possessed since 
1987 when he came to the United States to study 
after having become targeted as a controversial 
journalist in Bangladesh. It was then, during his  
first journey to the United States mainland from 
Hawaii, that Jamal got his first taste of American 
culture when he heard and fell in love with the  
pop music of the era by performers such as U2,  
Starship, Whitney Huston and Bruce Springsteen. 
It was a sign—the first indication to Jamal that he 
would belong in his newly adopted country. 

After three decades in the United States, 
Jamal’s future is uncertain. His case has been well 
documented in the press, both locally and nationally. 
His story of being detained by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials on his 
driveway while his children watched resulted in 
a Change.org petition with more than 110,000 
signatures and garnered the attention of his 
congressional representatives who co-sponsored a  
bill to extend protection to him and his family. 

Jamal spent almost two months in jail and was in 
the process of being deported when he was given a 
reprieve. Just before he heard that he could return 
home to his family to await his next hearing in 
2022, Jamal found comfort in an unusual place. 
He was once again on an airplane, but this time he 
was flying from Los Angeles to Hawaii, away from 
the mainland, on his way back to Bangladesh in the 
custody of immigration officials. It was on that trip, 

just before the call came to turn the plane around, 
that he heard over the loudspeaker some of those 
same 1980s pop songs he had heard while flying to 
the mainland some 32 years prior. 

For Jamal, a man of faith and overflowing optimism,  
it was an unmistakable sign that he would soon 
return home. And soon he did. Now he awaits his 
day in court. “Good triumphs over evil,” Jamal said, 
“and if you do good things, good things will happen 
to you.”

Jamal teaches Anatomy and Physiology, Chemistry 
and Nutrition at Donnelly College. D

“Good triumphs over evil, and 
if you do good things, good 
things will happen to you.” 

Syed Jamal 
Adjunct Professor
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A Higher Degree of Excellence
Today’s college students have a lot of choices 

when looking for the best program and 
institution of higher education. Depending on their 
career goals, they can enroll in associate or bachelor’s 
degree programs, work toward specialty skill 
certificates or seek vocational licenses. And once they 
choose an educational credential to pursue, in many 
cases they can also select from traditional classroom 
study, online learning or hybrid offerings as they 
seek to balance school and life.  

The vast array of choices available to students also 
has implications for the institutions themselves. 

Due to online learning opportunities, colleges like 
Donnelly are no longer competing just with other 
colleges and universities in their city or region. 
They must now compete with institutions across 
the country and even across the globe.  To continue 
attracting students and serving them effectively, 
institutions of higher education must constantly 
evaluate their program offerings and delivery 
methods in light of best practices and trends. They 
must consider not only the wants and needs of 
their students, but also the 21st century skills and 
competencies that employers want in the graduates 
they hire.

Although Donnelly continues to offer some 
courses online and is examining the possibility 
of adding more distance-learning options in the 
future, we know that our first-generation students  
are most likely to excel in a classroom setting. 
In terms of program offerings, we also know 
that bachelor’s degrees are now the entry-level 
requirement for many professional positions in 
business, government, education and non-profit 

“Our bachelor’s degree programs 
focus on preparing students for 
in-demand opportunities.” 

Richard Wallace, Ph.D.
Director of Baccalaureate Programs 

SPOTLIGHT

Bachelor’s Degree Students at Donnelly’s May 2018 Scholar Day.
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work. According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, in 2018, 17.9% of all 
jobs required at least a bachelor’s degree. 
Although that average is not as high 
as might be expected, for high-growth 
occupations such as Computer Systems 
Analyst or Software and Application 
Developer, more than 80% of jobs 
required a bachelor’s degree.  

The educational requirements for such 
high-growth fields are demanding, but, 
according to Business Insider magazine, 
they also pay very well.  For example, in 
the next 10 years, Software and Application 
Developers are expected to see job openings 
increase by more than 25% with salaries 
exceeding $100,000 annually.  

According to Richard Wallace, Ph.D., 
director of baccalaureate programs at 
Donnelly, “Our bachelor’s degree programs 
focus on preparing students for in-demand 
opportunities.” Donnelly has offered 
bachelor’s degrees for more than a decade 
and currently offers bachelor’s programs 
in Business Leadership and Information 
Systems. Wallace says, “Each of our 
programs is designed to provide students 
with an exceptional classroom experience 
while also providing them with the 

opportunity to study with superb faculty 
who are strongly committed to the mission 
of Donnelly College and to their roles as 
teachers and leaders in their fields.”

In September 2019, Donnelly was 
one of only 42 institutions of higher 
education in the United States awarded 
a Department of Education Title V – 
Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
grant. This five-year, $3 million grant 
will allow the College to expand and 
strengthen its baccalaureate programs 
by investing in equipment, technology 
and personnel. Initial expenditures have 
already allowed us to hire curriculum 
specialists to help revise, expand, and 
update courses in our existing bachelor’s 
programs to meet the ever-changing needs 
of students and employers. Minors are 
in development for both programs and 
may include areas of emphasis such as 
multicultural leadership, entrepreneurship 
and information security. In addition, 
grant funds are used to strengthen our 
practical and registered nursing programs 
and to begin developing a Bachelor of 
Science in nursing for our Registered 
Nursing graduates. D

Sample Courses for a B.A. 
in Business Leadership 
Economics for Managers 

Survey of Accounting and 
Financial Management 

Introduction to Marketing

Financial Decision Making

Leadership Fundamentals 

Elements of Management 
and Supervision 

The Art and Practice of 
Community Leadership 

Legal, Ethical, and Spiritual 
Dimensions of Leadership 

Organizational Theory and 
Behavior 

Multicultural Issues in 
Leadership 

Sample Courses for a B.S. 
in Information Systems 
Survey of Accounting & 
Financial Management

Financial Decision Making

Introduction to Statistics

Legal, Ethical, and Spiritual 
Dimensions of Leadership

Disaster Recovery and 
Business Continuity

Information Systems Project 
Management

Object-Oriented 
Programming

Cryptography and Network 
Security Fundamentals 

Business Analytics

Enterprise Software 
Installation and 
Maintenance

DONNELLY ALUMS WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY
Donnelly alums can be found across the county contributing to 
organizations and their communities. Here are a few local examples:

Community Housing of  
Wyandotte County 

Cerner
Unified Government of Wyandotte 

County and Kansas City, Kansas 

Donnelly College
El Centro 
Kansas City, Kansas Public Schools
Amazon
Sheraton Hotels

Does your organization have internship or employment opportunities  
for Donnelly students or graduates? Contact Yvonne Telep at  
ytelep@donnelly.edu or 913-621-8732.

mailto:ytelep@donnelly.edu
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Members of Students for Social Justice, Diamond 
Miller, Rubi Perez Vazquez and Daniel Zavala
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ESTUDIANTES
ESTUDIANTES 

para
The rustle of backpacks, the tread of feet going 

up and down the main staircase, the clicking 
of fingers tapping on keyboards—all these are 
familiar sounds on a college campus. Yet, the tall 
bright windows and open spaces of Donnelly’s new 
academic building seem to bring them to life in a 
powerful new way.  

Among the students who are already benefitting 
from this amazing new learning environment are 
Daniel Zavala and Rubi Perez Vazquez. In addition 
to being two of the founding members of the new 
Students for Social Justice club, both Zavala and 
Vazquez, along with seven other Donnelly students, 
received scholarships from the Greater Kansas City 
Hispanic Development Fund (HDF). 

Donnelly has a long history of partnering with 
HDF, whose mission is to improve the quality of 
life of Latino families in Greater Kansas City by 
engaging the Latino community in philanthropy  
to build stronger communities through 
grantmaking and scholarship support. In 2020, 
HDF distributed nearly $700,000 in scholarship 
funds to qualifying students across the metro. 
Donnelly is one of 19 institutions that match 
scholarship dollars received from HDF.  

Each year HDF engages the students that 
received scholarships and their campuses in raising 
funds for future students in a campaign called 
Cambio para Cambio (Change for Change). This 
fall, Donnelly students, even those that do not 
receive HDF funds, were excited for an opportunity 
to give back and support current and future 
Hispanic students. Led by the Students for Social 
Justice club, Donnelly students raised nearly $6,000 
for the HDF scholarship fund. 

STUDENTS
 for

STUDENTS 

Social Justice Club Members 
Janibel Alvarenga
Hugo Juarez Avalos
Sajeda Bee
Itzayana Ezcarlet 
Denise Diaz Gonzalez 
Daniela Hernandez
Janette Lopez
Nallely Martinez
Arden Meade-Esvang

Diamond Miller
Gustavo Rosas
Brandon Ruiz
Alondra Torres
Yazmin Valdez 
Rubi Perez Vazquez
Aracely Velasquez
Daniel Zavala 
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Sacrificing for a Brighter Future 
This time last year, freshman Daniel Zavala was 

six months into working full-time with his father’s 
landscaping company after graduating from Olathe 
South High School in May 2019. Working alongside 
men twice his age doing backbreaking work, Zavala 
began to yearn for a brighter future and knew a college 
education should be his next step.

Not only did he want an education and a change 
of career, Zavala also wanted to break the seemingly 

unending cycle of poverty faced by undocumented 
Latino men in his family. As the youngest in his family, 
Zavala wanted to show his younger cousins that college 
is for everyone, including them. He also wanted to 
make his family proud and show them that a college 
degree is worth the sacrifices it requires. 

No one in his family had ever applied to college 
before, so he wasn’t sure where to start. Zavala 
had also researched the sticker price of a bachelor’s 
degree from the average four-year university and 
knew it was something he could not afford. Despite 
these obstacles, he was determined to find a way 
to make college work. He remembered his aunt 
mentioning that Donnelly College was affordable, so 
he investigated and was delighted that, in addition to 
the HDF scholarship, Donnelly offered an additional 
scholarship to help with costs.  

Within just a few weeks of enrolling at Donnelly, 
Zavala had cultivated strong connections with his 
classmates and helped create a new club on campus, 
Students for Social Justice. To support the HDF 
Cambia para Cambia campaign, the club organized a 
fall fundraiser with food trucks, events and more.  

For the first time, Zavala feels like he truly belongs 
in a school environment. He finds comfort in the 
diversity surrounding him on campus, and he feels 
like he has finally begun to find himself. Although 
his freshman year is only half over, Zavala already 
describes his experience at Donnelly as life changing: 
“It’s the first time in my life I can say that I’m 
proud of myself, and I can take ownership of my 
accomplishments.”  

Lisa Stoothoff, Dean of the College said of Zavala, 
“When Daniel submitted his first journal reflection in 
my CCS101 course this semester, I knew that he was 
destined to be a leader on campus.  He has a passion 
for learning and has fully immersed himself into the 
culture of Donnelly College.”

After finishing his associate degree at Donnelly, Zavala 
plans to obtain a bachelor’s in Criminal Justice and 
become a police officer and, eventually, a police chief.  

Daniel Zavala
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An Aspiring 
Entrepreneur

Freshman Rubi Perez Vazquez is a resident of 
Independence, Missouri and 2020 graduate of  
Van Horn High School. 

During high school, Vazquez worked hard both in and 
out of the classroom. She waitressed up to six days a week 
at various Mexican restaurants in her community. While 
she knew she wanted to go to college, she also realized that 
she loved sharing her culture through food.  

This realization led Vazquez to think about starting her 
own food service business, and she didn’t wait long. By 
August 2020, she had started a shaved ice stand selling 
raspados—fancy Mexican ice drinks blended with spices 
and fresh fruit. In a matter of months, Rubi’s Raspados KC 
was born! 

While operating a business has been an education in 
itself, Vazquez knew she needed to continue her formal 
education as well. She decided to enroll in Donnelly’s 
associate degree program where, in addition to core courses, 
she can complete coursework in business management, 
finance, leadership and human resources. Balancing her 
business and tuition costs has been easier due to the help 
she received through an HDF scholarship and additional 
funding from Donnelly. 

Along with Zavala and others, Vazquez has worked hard 
to help start the Students for Social Justice club. To support 
the HDF Cambia para Cambia fundraiser, Rubi’s Raspados 
sold product on campus during the fall fundraiser and 
donated the proceeds to the campaign. 

Paula Console-Şoican, assistant professor of English and 
faculty sponsor of the Students for Social Justice club said, 
“Rubi is one of the most energetic, creative, and outspoken 
students on our campus. Even though she is not in any of 
my classes, I love working with her on social justice projects 
outside of class.”

Vazquez loves the freedom of being her own boss as well as 
the freedom to schedule her work time around her Donnelly 
classes. She hopes that her business can be a catalyst for 
change in the community. 

As we reflect on 70 years of providing educational 
opportunities in the heart of Kansas City, Kansas, we 
are grateful that our mission allows us to help students 
like Vazquez and Zavala realize their God-given 
potential. Donnelly is privileged to serve as a beacon 
of hope to these students and their classmates—future 
innovators and leaders in Wyandotte County and 
beyond. And we are proud to serve alongside partners 
such as the Hispanic Development Fund. D

Rubi Perez Vazquez (left) 
operating Rubi’s Raspados KC 

pop-up on campus this fall
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GIVING DAY
1 D AY 4 D ONN E L L Y

THANK YOU 
Donnelly’s first annual 24-hour giving 
event, #1Day4Donnelly, was a success!  
You helped us raise more than $23,000  
for our students and mission!

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for March 3, 2021 for 
Donnelly’s second annual #1Day4Donnelly. 

GET INVOLVED
Visit donnelly.edu/1day to learn more and 
to become an ambassador!

Students and donors celebrate Donnelly in March 2020

INSPIRATION
Spark 

www.donnelly.edu/1day
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Dear Friend,

Gerry Garcia is an inspiration.
Gerry is a lifelong KCK resident who graduated from Donnelly College in 
2005 at the age of 35, with a wife and three kids at home. After working  
in a factory for 10 years, Gerry was ready to chart a different course.

“My father worked for 38 years as a laborer and boilermaker at the  
BNSF railyard,” Gerry said. “I knew I didn’t want to have the same kind  
of physically taxing career. I felt called to be a teacher and to help lift up 
my community.”
After graduating from Donnelly—the first in his family to earn a college 
degree—he immediately went on to earn his BA in education. This fall 
marks Gerry’s 13th year teaching for Kansas City Kansas Public Schools. 
He treasures his role teaching 5th graders at Whittier Elementary and 
knows the classroom is where he belongs. 
Gerry loves to joke, “I’m in the entertainment 
business!” But I believe he is really in the inspiration 
business. In addition to all the students he reaches, 
all three of his adult children have earned college 
degrees, and his younger two children are already 
working on their college plans. 
Gerry’s son Isaiah even followed in his dad’s footsteps 
and received his associate degree from Donnelly in 
2017. Isaiah then transferred to UMKC, completed his 

bachelor’s degree, and was (by total coincidence) recruited and hired by BNSF 
Railway for a selective management training program. Today, at age 23, Isaiah 
is managing entire railyards outside Chicago. 
Attending a Catholic college was transformative for Gerry, and he credits 
Donnelly with providing the foundation to chart his new course. Please 
consider a gift this season to help Donnelly continue to spark inspiration for 
today’s students!  
Sincerely,  
 

Monsignor Stuart W. Swetland 
President

Gerry Garcia  
teaching virtually

Gerry, Isaiah and 
Michelle Garcia at 
Isaiah’s graduation from 
Donnelly College

Isaiah Garcia is now 
in management for 
BNSF Railway

INSPIRATION
Spark 

Visit donnelly.edu/give or use  
the return envelope found in this  
issue of the Digest to make a gift.
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online
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AMAZING 
STUDENT AND 

ALUMNI PANELISTS

SHINE may have looked 
different, but because of you, 

it had the same impact!Thank you!

MORE THAN 
$550,000 RAISED!

ALUMNI HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEES2HUNDREDS OF 

VIRTUAL ATTENDEES

PRESENTING SPONSORS
Anonymous Individual
Bannister Road Price Chopper  

through Central Bank of Kansas City
In Thanksgiving To Blessed Seelos Fund

PLATINUM SPONSOR
The Dehaemers Family Charitable Trust

GOLD SPONSORS
Dr. Paul and Karen Camarata
​Constance M. Cooper Charitable Foundation​
​John J. Sullivan, Jr. Charitable Trust
​Dr. John A. ‘66 and Diane Romito
​W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Ken and Diane Williams

The full list of sponsors can be  
found online at donnelly.edu/shine

DID YOU MISS 
 SHINE ONLINE?

WATCH IT AT 

DONNELLY.EDU/
SHINE

SAVE THE DATE

SHINE  
2021

THURSDAY,  
OCTOBER 7

www.DONNELLY.EDU/SHINE
www.DONNELLY.EDU/SHINE
www.DONNELLY.EDU/SHINE
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Haven’t we all thought, groaned, or 
even shouted, “When will 2020 

be over?” It has been a difficult year in 
so many ways.  

But, despite 2020’s many 
challenges, there have also been 
numerous personal and communal 
blessings – family bonding, acts of 
kindness, people going “the extra 
mile” (cf. Mathew 5:41), and, of 
course, the heroic efforts of our first 
responders, doctors, nurses, and other 

health care workers. I pray that these blessings will 
continue to sustain and strengthen all of us in the 
year ahead. 

Like all colleges, Donnelly faced a number of 
obstacles last spring, when COVID-19 forced us to 
change the way we were delivering education and 
formation to our students. However, I am pleased 
to report that our faculty, staff and students proved 
willing and capable of meeting those challenges. 
Thanks to their hard work and persistence and also 
to the support of our generous friends and donors, 
Donnelly College still celebrated a good number of 
accomplishments in 2019-20, including: 
•	 Retaining 74% of degree-seeking students 

from Fall 2019 to Spring 2020 and increasing 
the percentage of students in good academic 
standing from 79% to 84%. 

•	 Increasing the pass rate for our Practical 
Nursing graduates taking the Kansas State 
Board of Nursing licensing exam from 75% 
to 87.5% and receiving commendation from 
the State Board of Nursing for exceeding the 
national average.  

•	 Securing two new federal grants—a five-year, 
$3 million Title V Developing Hispanic Serving 
Institutions grant to improve our bachelor’s and 
nursing programs, and a Second Chance Pell 
award, which allows our students at Lansing 
Correctional Facility to access federal Pell funds. 

•	 Raising more than $1.5 million to support 
academic programs and student scholarships—
and exceeding our annual fundraising goal by 
10%. 

We also made substantial progress in raising 
capital campaign funds and implementing the third 
and final phase of our Campus Master Plan:  
•	 We broke ground for our new academic 

building in May 2019 and opened our new 
parking garage in August 2019.  

•	 We completed a J.E. and L.E. Mabee 
Foundation challenge grant in September 2019, 
securing $1 million in matching funds for  
Phase III construction. 

•	 We installed solar panels on the roofs of both 
Marian Hall and our new academic building. 
(These panels will generate more than 118,000 
kilowatt hours of clean energy each year, saving 
92 tons of CO2 annually—equivalent to 
driving the average passenger vehicle  
207,517 miles.)  

•	 By the end of our fiscal year (June 30, 2020),  
we had raised $33,911,055 or 99% of our 
$34.2 million Capital Campaign goal. 

Most importantly, despite some COVID-related 
supply chain delays, construction of our new 
academic building proceeded as planned and we 
were able to move into our new building in time for 
fall 2020 classes to begin on August 31. Although 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
2019-2020 ACADEMIC YEAR

Monsignor Stuart Swetland
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we continue to put the finishing touches on the facility, 
demolition of the tower building began in November, 
making way for a campus quad to be developed. Phase III 
grounds renovation will continue through Spring 2021.  

Thanks to the hard work of our Admissions and 
Marketing teams, the good news has continued this fall, 
with enrollment up 11% over fall 2019. Likewise, strong 
leadership in our Nursing Department recently led the 
Kansas State Board of Nursing to extend the accreditation 
of our Practical Nursing Program for the maximum five 
years. Finally, earlier this fall, U.S. News & World Report 
recognized Donnelly as “the Most Diverse College in the 
Midwest” for the fourth year in a row and ranked Donnelly 
third for economic diversity on campus and for least student 
loan debt upon graduation. This national recognition is just 
one more reminder of how the good work we are doing is 
benefitting our students every day.  

When I wrote last year about “dreaming dreams and 
seeing visions” (cf. Joel 2:28, Acts 2:17), none of us 
envisioned the “nightmare” of 2020. But, despite the cosmic 
disturbances we have all endured, many of our students’ 
dreams continue to come true thanks to your faithful 
prayers and generous donations. Your support reminds me 
that God is good even in times of challenge. I look forward 
to celebrating even more of His blessings with you in the 
years to come. D

Pax,

Msgr. Stuart W. Swetland 
President

On Sept. 21, 2020, Monsignor Swetland (right) and EPA Region 7 Administrator Jim Gulliford formalized a partnership to 
promote environmental education and career opportunities for Donnelly students.
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30% males

70% females

30
average age

OUR STUDENTS

BY THE NUMBERS

first
generation

college students
Almost twice as high as other 

four-year institutions nationally

72%

Hispanic  

DIVERSITY

39%
Two or more races 4%
American Indian/
Alaskan Native

 2%

White 14%

Other 1%

Asian 6%

Black 34%

 

 

 

Associate Degree49%   
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for your support! 
Gifts received between 
7/1/19 and 6/30/20

$250,000+ 

Anonymous (2)
Archdiocese of Kansas City  

in Kansas
Marion and Henry Bloch 

Family Foundation
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee 

Foundation
The Sunderland Foundation

$100,000+

H&R Block Foundation
The Cocherl Family 

Foundation
In Thanksgiving to Blessed 

Seelos Fund

$50,000+ 

The Dehaemers Family 
Charitable Trust

Terrence and Peggy Dunn
Greater Kansas City 

Community Foundation
Dr. Judy Hemberger
William T. Kemper 

Foundation
Frank and Margaret G. 

McGee Fund
Dr. Valerie Miké
The Richardson Educational 

Opportunities Trust
Dr. John A. ’66 and  

Diane Romito
The Sosland Foundation
Westerman Foundation

$25,000+ 

Thomas R. Bettencourt 
Living Trust

Cor Christi Fund
Kevin A. Dunn Charitable 

Foundation
Forster - Powers 

Charitable Trust
Health Forward Foundation
Andrew and Shelly Iseman
Newcomer Family 

Foundation
Nelson and Marcia 

Newcomer
Sisters of Charity of 

Leavenworth
U.S. Dept of Education 

HSI Program (Title V)

$10,000+ 

Anonymous 
Dr. Paul and Karen Camarata
Carajoto, LLC
Constance M. Cooper 

Charitable Foundation
Dollar General Literacy 

Program
Dunn Family Foundation
Excel Constructors
John and Teresa Gillcrist
David Henton and 

Timothy Kruse ’75
Kansas City Southern
Koch Foundation, Inc.
R. A. Long Foundation
Matthew and Sandra Miller
Ramon and Sally Murguia

DONORROLL
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Oppenstein Brothers 
Foundation - Commerce 
Bank, Trustee

Harry L. and Helen M. Rust 
Charitable Foundation

Vivian and Hymie J. 
Sosland Charitable Trust

John J. Sullivan, Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Monsignor Stuart Swetland
Robert and Louise Tritt

$5,000+

Dr. Charles and 
Grace Barth

Breidenthal Snyder 
Foundation

Burns & McDonnell
Cerner Corporation
Consulate of Mexico 

in Kansas City
La Familia Dean-Lozoya 

Foundation
The Ronald D. 

Deffenbaugh Sr. 
Foundation

Jim and Kelly Donnelly
Fahey Family Foundation
Richard Jr. and 

Laura Flanigan
Gary and Susan 

Friedrichsen
Drs. Kenneth Gibson 

and Jackie Snyder
Hubbard Family Fund
Kevin ’72 and 

Patricia Keefer
Mark and Patricia Lester
Loretto Foundation
MC Realty Group, LLC
McCullough Family 

Foundation
Security Bank of 

Kansas City
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Educational Matching 
Gifts Program

$2,500+

Anonymous
Tom and Mary Bickimer
BKD, LLP
Richard and Trudy Boynton

Daniel Braum ’71
Country Club Bank
Luis and Kristin Garcia
Greater Kansas City 

Chamber of Commerce
Rich and Sheila Henry
Joan Horan
Ewing Marion Kauffman 

Foundation
Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation
Joe and Kelly Privitera
Kevin and Janette Rhoades
Saint Luke’s College of 

Health Sciences
Lawrence ’56 and Joan 

Ward

$1,000+

Anonymous
Dr. Pablo and Elizabeth 

Aguayo
M. Jason and Stacia Banks
Paul and Kathy Bastasch
Board of Public Utilities
Mario and Laura Brancato
Dr. Joe and Colleen 

Camarata
The Catholic Foundation of 

Northeast Kansas
Chicago Community Trust 

and Affiliates
Church of the Nativity
Carl and Elizabeth 

Cleveland Family 
Foundation

Rachel A. Cruz
Liderman Duin
Donald and Karen 

Forsythe
Francis Family Foundation
Robert Graham
Daniel and Patricia ’72 

Haake
Donald Hall, Sr.
Will L. Harris
Michael and Marlys 

Haverty
Mark and Abby Henke
Hamp and Nikki Henning
Christopher and Carolyn 

Hillyer
Dr. Dean and Aleta 

Hubbard
Paul and Karen Jones

Yahia Kamal
Kansas Independent 

College Foundation
KCK African American 

History Committee
Father Mike Koller
Don Landoll
James and Dunrie Lewis
John and Dana Lewis
Maureen Mahoney and 

Hon. Daniel Crabtree
Dr. Josh and Julie Mammen
John and Ann Martin
James and Rebecca 

Merwald
Michael and Julie Morrand
Michael and Jane Norris
Lisa Parker
David and Victoria Prather
Anthony Privitera II
Craig ’70 and Dianne 

Ratkey
Janine Raybaud
Joe and Amy Reardon
Dr. Charles M. Renne ’53
Riedel Charitable Fund
Dr. Doug and Joanna 

Rivard
Richard and Helen 

(Skradski) Sambol
Steve and Elizabeth Smith
St. Michael the Archangel
St. Paul Catholic Church
Lisa and Anthony Stoothoff
Ernest III and Susan Straub
Chris and Dawnia Talarico
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Karen 

Thompson
United States Systems, Inc.
United Way of Greater 

Kansas City
Terry and Jacquie Van 

Meter
Judith Van Rest ’66
Scott and Anabella 

Wasserman
Henry E. Wurst Family 

Foundation
Nestor and Maria Zuluaga

$500+

Allstate Foundation
Ronald Bonesteel
Timothy and Julie Brake
Robert and Jane Bromberg

Anonymous (3)
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. 

Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
Marion and Henry Bloch Family 

Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
Willard J. & Mary G. Breidenthal 

Foundation
Central Bank of Kansas City -  

New Markets Tax Credits
The Dehaemers Family Charitable 

Trust
DST Systems, Inc.
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Richard Jr. and Laura Flanigan
Forster - Powers Charitable Trust
Francis Family Foundation
Gateway to College National Network
Goppert Foundation
Health Forward Foundation
Kansas Independent College 

Foundation
George and Marian LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
The McGee Foundation
Frank and Margaret G. McGee Fund
William G. McGowan Charitable 

Fund, Inc.
Philomena Muntzel Estate
National Endowment for the 

Humanities
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation - 

Commerce Bank, Trustee
The Richardson Educational 

Opportunities Trust
In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos 

Fund
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
The Sosland Foundation
John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial 

Trust, Bank of America, N.A., 
Trustee

The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate
Helen K. Trant Estate
U.S. Department of Education  

HSI Program (Title V)
U.S. Department of Education TRIO 

Student Support Services Program
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development HSIAC Program
Westerman Foundation

LIFETIME SOCIETY
The Lifetime Society honors donors 
who have generously contributed 
more than $250,000 over their 
history of giving to Donnelly College.



22  |  DONNELLY DIGEST                     

Jim Callowich ’64
Michael and Nancy Czinege
Jerry Donnelly
David and Mary Ann Duckers
Mark and Shanelle Dupree
Michael and Julie Egan
Nancy Fansher
Robert and Vickie Fitzgerald
Steve and Jacquelyn Gering
Harry and Becky Gibson
Bob and Maria Gillcrist
Alan Lubert and 

Suzanne Gladney
Jeanne Gorman
Greater Horizons
Sue A. Grosdidier ’74
Barnett and Shirley Helzberg
Stacy Hettinger
Keeler Women’s Center
Matt and Lori Keenan
Demi and David 

Kiersznowski
Comm. Brian ’76 and 

Patricia ’75 McKiernan
Dr. James F. Mersmann ‘62
Phil and Melody Messner
Larry ’61 and Mary 

’63 Meyers
Howard ’76 and Inzia Miller
Gregory and Victoria 

Muehlebach
Most Rev. Joseph F. 

Naumann, D.D.

Network for Good
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Jack and Kathy Newman
Michael and Jane Norris
James and Janice Owens
Father Gary Pennings
Kevin and Jennie Punswick
Paul and Kathleen Sinclair
Michael and Sunday Siragusa
Steve and Mary Beth Smith
Taylor Business Institute
John and Lois Tiszka
Dr. Mark and Mary Ellen  

Walton
Glenn and Joan Wells
Dr. Austin and Mary Welsh
David and Mary Lou 

Wieliczka

$250+ 

Matt Astleford
Catherine A. Audley ’62
Bob Hamilton Plumbing
Michael Breeding
James and Joanne Burns
Dr. Gene Chavez, Ed.D.
Leonard Chmelka
Conception Abbey
David Cresswell
DST Systems, Inc.
James and Margie Dunlap

Michael and Julie Egan
Richard Esvang
First Federal Bank
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Craig and Karen Gaffney
Gerard ’05 and Michelle 

Garcia
Tim and Judy Gerstner
Dr. Kelly and Lisa Grosdidier
Dr. Patrick and Elizabeth 

Herrick
Danita Hodges
Humanities Kansas
Reverend Robert L. Kerr ’65
Doug and Lesle Knop
Austin and Linda Landreth
Jim and Georgia Lynch
Chuck and Wendy 

Maggiorotto
Nick Manning
Martha T. Marin ’67
Pat and Melodi McAnany
Michael J. McGrath ’64
Kevin and Kathleen McGrew
Dan and Laura McKnight
Gordan and Mary Moffitt
Steve ’59 and Marcia Nicely
Frank and Andrea Ocampo
Pat and Mary O’Connell
Reverend John J. Oldfield, 

O.A.R.
Michael and Mary Partington
Jack and Pat Polise

Anne and Scott Powell
Promise of Learning 

Foundation
James Ramel
William ’61 and Kathleen ’61 

Reardon
John D. Rios
Tony and Mary Jane Rupp
Susan F. Ryan
Diana Segui
Dhuha Shareef and  

Khalid Al Shaihki
Daniel Shea
Gregory Summers
John Thundiyil
Daniel and Christen Towle
Dominic and Tish Varraveto
Tom and Sheila Weiford
Dr. Martin L. Wiersnusz, D.V.M.
David and Mary Zamierowski

$100+ 

Anonymous (2)
Steve Aaron
Hon. David and Ann Marie 

Alvey
Jane Applebury-Garrison ’71
Jessie Z. Barnett ’76
John Barth
Bob Bartunek
Loretta A. Bates

Donnelly College

society

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have included Donnelly College in 
their estate plans. 
Have you thought about including Donnelly in your estate plans?  
Donnelly would be honored to assist you and share estate planning tools.  
For more information, contact Erika Rothacher at erothacher@donnelly.edu  
or 913.621.8788.

Anonymous (2)
Ann T. Armbruster †

Olive Ann Beech †

Roger Berg, Jr.
Father Thomas R. Bettencourt †

Emily Buckley
Clarence Bukaty †

John N. Caldwell ’75 †

Mayme & Anthony D’Agostino †

Tom Daly †

Edith & Harry Darby †

Father Ray Davern †

Richard L. Day ’57 †

Nancy Fansher
Dr. Hubert M. Floersch †

Beatrice Glynn †

Clarence H. Goppert †

George H. Gray †

Marian E. Haveker †

Hardy † & Frances † Hay
Father Michael P. Hermes
John † and Dorothy † ’65 Hirsch

John Horan †

Ernest L. Johnson, Jr. ’62
Timothy Kruse ’75
Edwin & Helen McAnany † 
Lucie J. D. McAnany † 

Margaret McCarthy †

Lawrence ’73 and Linda McGurn
Philomena Muntzel †

Peggy L. Neal
James and Janice Owens
Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce

Steven R. Riedel ’79 †

Zoe Ryan †

Vivian J. Sosland †

Richard Spann †

Charles M. Sugar †

Rozella K. C. Swisher †

Rose Teicher †

Helen K. Trant †

Gloria Vusich ’67 †

Adeline J. Walton †

† denotes deceased members

mailto:erothacher@donnelly.edu
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Cecilia Bishop
Gojko Bjelobrk ’04
Jacque Bommarito
Marcia Delich Braun ’63
Robert L. Briscoe ’67
Joanne Brown ’51
Rosalyn Brown
Lynn Butzen
Patricia C. Callaghan ’59
Chris and Nicole Carr
Ryan ‘82 and Irene Caudillo
Thomas C. Clark, II
John and Agnes Coakley
Suzanna Darby
David and Joyce Didde
Dr. Dennis and Alice 

Diederich
Bob Dorst
Teresa Duma ’60
 Joseph and Judith ’63 Evans
James J. Farrell
Dr. John Foret
Ron and Catherine ’72 Foster
Jaime ’01 and Paola ’04 

Fuentes
Leon Gaschen ’51
Nathan and Kathleen Gould
Dr. Gladys G. Hankins ’73
Matthew and Kathleen 

Hartigan
Diane ’66 and David Hentges
Kate and Tony Hodel
Bernard and Marion 

Hoffman
Kenneth and Sharon Howell
Amy Huerter
Steven and Alejandra 

Hutchison
Dr. C.H. and Kathi Jacobs
Father Peter Jaramillo, SSA ’75
Harold and Karen Johnson, Jr.
Christopher Kennedy
Judy and Thomas Kezlan
Marcy and Charles Kincaid
Robert and Jeanne ’61 Kobler
Joseph ’61 and Janet Kolich
David and Nancy Kronoshek
Theresa Lynn
Thomas Maddock
Christina Mains
Mary C. Manlove ’62
Hon. Carol Marinovich and 

Hon. Ernest Johnson
Jose Marquez ’17, ’19
Peter ’75 and Cheryl 

McDonald

Bernetta C. McKindra ’75
Joseph ’59 and Sharon 

McKinney
Josef ’58 and Jo-Anne Meditz
Michael E. Miller ’52
Carla Mills
Donald Mulik
James and Winnie ’62 Nass
Dr. William ’85 and Joan Nicely
Bill and Peggy Oades
James and Rosalie O’Connell
John O’Hare ’51
Dennis and Vilma O’Neil
Loretta Paldino
William Pallett
Patty and Mario Palmietto
Cecilia Paul ’15, ’19
Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce
William and Catherine Powers
Phil and Terry Punswick
Bobby and Elizabeth Rariden
Ed ’58 and Madelyn ’59 

Regan
Kevin and Cathy Regan
Father John Riley
Albert Roos ’63
Margaret R. Roos ’59
Loretta Ross ’59
Caleb and Erika Rothacher
Jerre and Mark Sardou
Mark and Melanie Savner
Bernard and Goldie Schaefer
Father Brian Schieber
John L. Schneider ’82
Gerald ’52 and Janet Schuh
Norman Scott
Seigfreid Bingham, P.C.
Kadhim and Ruth Ann Shuker
Raymond E. Simonich ’78
Denise and Scott Slabotsky
Michael and Yila Snodgrass
Paul L. Spaeth ’65
Constance A. Stewart ’61
Joan A. Stoothoff
Stucco Repair Specialists LLC
Don and Robin Sumple
Gregory and Suzan Svoboda
Margot Thornhill
Adolfo and Alexa Uriarte
Sean Waters
Doug and Liz Watts
Jonathon ’07, ’13 and  

Ramica ’12 Westbrook
Joseph and Susan Wheeler
Paula G. Willett
Diana Wilson

$1+ 

Anonymous
Juliana Alvey
AmazonSmile
Laura Arensberg
Carol Atwood ’70
Carmelita C. Bahamonde ’13
Marilyn E. Baker
Roger Berg, Jr.
Cicely Bledsoe
Andrew and Joanne Bodner
Colleen Boeding
Keith and Marcea Brown
Sandra and Brian Brungardt
Emily Buckley
Paul Burgess ’56
Sarah Campion
Thomas B. Casebeer ’74
David Conaghan
Nedra Day
Dong V. Do
Leonard and Elizabeth Dobens
Joyce Doty
Annie Dreher
Barbara Ely
Daniel L. Engel ’66
Jill and Jerry Esfeld
Douglas and Mary Fencl
Frank ’68 and Linda Franko
Ashlyn Frederick
Dan and Donna Fuhrman
Louis Gordon and 

Angela Laville
Sarah Guerricagoittia
Mary B. Gurski ’68
Hanson Enterprises LLC
David A. Harrington ’83
Connie and Steven Holmes
Linda Hopkins
Joe and Dr. Janet Jakupcak
Harold Kallal
Carol Kane
Thomas and Donna 

Kellerman
Cynthia and Bill Klein
Jennifer Knobel
David ’74 and Sophia Kovac
Edward ’59 and Angie Kratty
Tim and Kathy Laffoon
Glasia Lee
Dr. Charles ’72 and 

Anita Lenoir
John ’56 and Mary Lynch
Rosa M. Madrigal ’77

Timothy Mahoney
James R. Markovich ’66
Diann Mather
James ’67 and Teresa 

McAnerney
William ’85 and Ann 

’86  McGuff
William ’72 and Margaret 

McNamee
Daniel Meara
Lawrence C. Mikesic ’77
Thomas F. Modrcin ’57
Edgar ’92 and Avis ’88 Moore
David and Kristina Mulvany
Lisa Murtha
Rita Myer
Mariella Norris
Walter and Gail O’Conner
Bryan and Lauren Park
Pat Pettey
Tom and Angie Pieper
Erika Ramos Lozano
Daniel ’58 and Loretta Rebeck
John M. Rebeck ’63
Kevin and Christa Rieger
Sarah Rodriguez
Stephen and Rose Rudolph
John M. Ryan ’58
Jesse Saucedo
Joseph A. Schleicher ’66
Janice and Michael Schmid
William and Bethann Scholl
Father George A. Seuferling
John and Theresa Smith
Dr. John and Bernadette 

Soptick
Zayra Soto
 Calvin and Mary Jane ’67  

Spradley
William ’66 and Andrea 

Staudenmaier
Ralph and Melba Stockhausen
Becky Storm
John A. Stubbs
Grant Taylor
Donna Tribble
US Connect
Robert ’61 and Priscilla ’61  

Vesel
Gabriella Villalpando
Karla Vizcarra-Ochoa ’20
Gregory and Marilyn ’68  

Vranicar
Father Dennis Wait ’66
Kenneth and Barbara Wallace
Clinton Wynn
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DONNELLYFAMILY

STAFF NOTES
David Cobb completed a graduate- 
level course in Developing 
International Mindedness through 
Mid-America Nazarene University.

Tyler Johnson published the 
article, “Selling Your Library to the 
College Community: A Look into 
Promoting an Underused Library 
to Ensure Student Success” with the 
Kansas Library Association College 
and University Libraries Section 
Proceedings for 2020. 

Megan Jordan completed an Essentials 
of Strategic Enrollment Management 
course through American Association 

of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers in March 2020.

Cecilia Kroen and Norbert Seidler 
completed a course on Effective 
Teaching Practices through the 
Association of College and  
University Educators.

Melissa Lenos, PhD, published the 
second edition of her textbook, An 
Introduction to Film Analysis: Technique 
and Meaning in Narrative Film.

Jonathan Westbrook ’07, ’13 is 
completing a one-year White House 
Fellowship in Washington, D.C. 

IN MEMORIAM
Remembering those who have 
recently passed away.

Alumni
Gregory Allison ’64  
Joseph Modrcin ’52  
Edward Rockers ’87 
Lucy Saunders ’68  

Employees
Sister Lucille (Mary Placid) 

Borengasser, OSB,  
former Donnelly instructor 

Sister Ann (Mary Henry)  
Diettrich, OSB, former  
Donnelly instructor

SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS WITH US! 
Email marketing@donnelly.edu or visit donnelly.edu/alumni

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2020! Commencement was delayed until August 1, 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
38 associate degree, 5 bachelor’s degree and 42 nursing program graduates took part in the ceremony.

mailto:marketing@donnelly.edu
www.donnelly.edu/alumni


For the fourth year in a 
row, Donnelly College 
has been named the 

most diverse college in  
the Midwest by U.S. 

News & World Report. 

COLLEGES

REGIONAL COLLEGES
CAMPUS ETHNIC DIVERSITY

MIDWEST

REGIONAL COLLEGES
CAMPUS ETHNIC DIVERSITY

MIDWEST

2021

COLLEGES

REGIONAL COLLEGES
MIDWEST

#1 CAMPUS ETHNIC
DIVERSITY
2021

At Donnelly you will experience college in a friendly, diverse and supportive 
environment. You will be encouraged to discover your passion and follow your 

dreams by pursuing the academic program that best suits your goals.

Bachelors’ & Associate Degrees • Nursing Programs • Success First 

For more information, visit donnelly.edu
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DONNELLY COLLEGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRPERSON
Nestor Zuluaga

Rachel Cruz, CPA
(Former Chair)

M. Jason Banks  
(Chair-Elect)

Robert R. Bartunek
Dan Braum ’71
Rita Burnett, DDS
Darcy Cruse
Guadalupe Dean
Andres Dominguez ’79
William H. Dunn, Jr.

Sister Esther Fangman, 
OSB

Mike Fenske, PE
Richard J. Flanigan, Jr. 
Luis Garcia
Dan Haake, CPA, PFS
Judy Hemberger, PhD
Dean Hubbard, PhD
Karen Jones
Maureen Mahoney
Matt Miller
Sister Mary Teresa  

Morris, OSB ’74

David Mulvany
Most Rev. Joseph  

Naumann, DD
Kathy O’Hara, PhD
Lisa Parker
Father Gary Pennings
Joseph Privitera
Joe Reardon
Sister Genevieve  

Robinson, OSB
John Romito, MD ’66
Sister Anne Shepard, OSB
Paul Sinclair

 DIGEST EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor 
Craig S. Doty 
Director of Marketing &  
Communications 
cdoty@donnelly.edu

Magazine Design
Kathryn Gauer 
Graphic Designer
kathryn.gauer@gmail.com

Editorial Assistants
Emily Buckley  
Vice President of  
Advancement 

Roger Berg, Jr. 
Donor Relations  
Coordinator

Ashlyn Frederick 
Annual Fund Officer

Laura McKnight 
Grants Manager 

Erika Rothacher 
Annual Fund  
Coordinator

Zayra Soto 
Marketing and Digital Media 
Coordinator

www.donnelly.edu
mailto:cdoty@donnelly.edu
mailto:kathryn.gauer@gmail.com


UPCOMING  
EVENTS
Guest Speaker  
Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha 
Tuesday, March 2

#1Day4Donnelly Giving Event  
Wednesday, March 3

Commencement 2021 
Saturday, May 15

SHINE 2021 
Thursday, Oct. 7

Donnelly  
College
608 North 18th Street
Kansas City, KS 66102
(913) 621-8700
www.donnelly.edu

Donnelly’s new academic building on the evening of SHINE 2020

www.donnelly.edu



