Kildeer Countryside School District 96
Every child. Every school. Every day.

TOP VALUE for your Tax Dollars

Kildeer Countryside School District 96 residents
receive top value for their tax dollars.

Per-student instructional expenditures in
District 96 are significantly lower than in many
area benchmark districts.
Yet, the focus on student learning is sharper
than ever. Raw index scores from the 2014
accountability data indicate that District 96
students are performing at the 98th percentile in
reading and at over the 99th percentile in math
as compared to peers in Illinois.
Kildeer Countryside School District 96
consistently ranks in the Top Ten academically
(among 748 elementary/unit districts in Illinois).
Cost/benefit analysis comparing expenditures to
student performance confirms that District 96 leads
in providing value for dollars spent.

District 96
performs at the
98th percentile
in reading in the
State of Illinois.

District 96
performs at
over the 99th
percentile in
mathematics
in the State
of Illinois.
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Instructional Expenses

Per-student spending by school district
Source: Illinois State Board of Education, 2013-14 school yr.
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Sunset Ridge
District 29
$14,233

$ $

Northbrook
District 28
$12,765

$ $

Kenilworth
District 38
$12,348
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Deerfield
District 109
$10,792
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Glencoe
District 35
$9,741

$ $

Northbrook/
Glenview
District 30
$9,498

$ $

Aptakisic Tripp
District 102
$9,045

$ $

Lincolnshire/
Prairieview
District 103
$8,785

$ $

Kildeer Countryside
District 96
$7,705

$ $

Arlington Heights
District 25
$7,107

$ $

State of
Illinois
$7,094

$ $

Libertyville
District 70
$6,245

From the Board of Education

T

Board President, Marc Tepper

he Board of Education is extremely proud
that our students continue to grow at a
level that distinguishes District 96 locally and
nationally. Our schools rank in the State of
Illinois Top Ten and are the destination for
hundreds of visiting educators each year.

High School teachers to build vertical integration
to smooth the transition from middle school.
The culture of continuous improvement that
characterizes District 96 ensures that our students
are well prepared to succeed in high school,
college, and careers.

In a highly collaborative culture, our
teachers work together continuously
to fine-tune learning targets in a
challenging, authentic curriculum.
Working in building and district-wide
grade-level teams, they develop and
refine interventions for children who
need academic support or extension,
meeting the learning needs for every
child in every school.
In fact, collaboration to improve
student learning extends beyond our
own District 96 schools, as our middle
school faculty also work with Stevenson
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An iPad for Every District 96 Middle School Student

A

t the start of this school
year, each District sixth,
seventh, and eighth grader
was equipped with his or her
own iPad to use in class and at
home.
Placing this technology in their
hands is a carefully planned
strategy. Benefits of iPads for
our students and teachers
continue to surface.
As a management and
organizational tool, teachers
appreciate that students
store and share their work
electronically. Illegible notes
and lost homework are far
less frequent. Electronic filing
makes the iPad a convenient
archive of the year’s work,
notes, and assignments.

Likewise, iPads are excellent
tools for learning math, as
teachers can see students’
approaches to problem-solving
and can project step-by-step
solutions onscreen for all to see
and discuss. They also are ideal
for reviewing writing samples,
for doing online research, and
for completing collaborative
assignments.
In addition, iPads help to
increase productive learning
time. When teachers must be
absent for planned purposes,
many provide links to lessons
they have recorded so students’
learning can continue when a
substitute teacher is in their
classroom.

Early indicators of the 1:1
iPad initiative show District
96 middle school students
equipped with iPads are highly
engaged as they learn realworld applications. They are
becoming responsible digital
citizens and developing skills
identified by colleges and
employers as essential for
success. Further, they are
equipped to reason and be
creative as they learn more
deeply.

For the 11th consecutive
year, District 96 received
the Illinois State Board
of Education’s highest
recognition for financial
management.

Illinois Teacher-of-the-Year Finalist

D

istrict 96 salutes Lauren Hoeft–a finalist for
the 2014 Illinois Teacher of the Year.

Energy-efficient lighting and bold colors added in
summer 2014 give Prairie Elementary a bright new look.

Formerly a third-grade teacher at Prairie School,
Lauren now serves as the technology coach. She
supports faculty in implementing best practices
in using technology to
teach and access the
curriculum.
In 2014 the Illinois
State Board of
Education honored
seven School
District 96 staff
with prestigious
Those Who Excel
recognition.
This honor is
awarded at three
levels for excellence
in fulfillment of duties, demonstrated concern
for children, positive effect on the school
environment, and other exacting criteria.

Middle School
Track Installations

Runners and walkers, take your marks.
Rubberized track surfaces will be installed
at Woodlawn and Twin Groves Middle
Schools during summer 2015 and
complete by the start
of the upcoming school year.

Remarkable Results for District’s First Science Olympiad Teams

T

he extracurricular activity
Science Olympiad makes
science real, requiring students
to apply technology and
reasoning to accomplish a goal.

earned medals and
the Twin Groves
Varsity Team qualified
to compete at state.
Such success in an
inaugural year is
remarkable.

District 96 middle schools
participated in Science
Olympiad for the first time this “We are thrilled to
year. At regional competition in give our students
February, 40 District students
this opportunity to
extend their
learning,” said District
96 Superintendent
Julie Schmidt. “The
importance of STEM
education (science,
technology, engineering,
and math) continues to be
emphasized by colleges
and employers and is
shaping our curriculum
as a Kdg–Grade 8 school
district.”

Compliance requirements for
competition are stringent and
participants must adhere to
national standards. “We are
extremely fortunate to have
parent professionals in these
fields willing to commit their
time and expertise to support
our students and teachers Mr.
Alvarez and Mr. Weiland in
preparing and competing,”
notes Mrs. Schmidt.
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Classrooms designed for learning

i

Pads and other technology
are changing the way
learning and teaching occur
in our schools. Last summer
at both Twin Groves and
Woodlawn Middle Schools,
four classrooms and a
science room had barriers to
communication, creativity, and
collaboration removed.

redesigned
classrooms create
an optimal learning
environment for
our students and
their teachers,
using state-of-theart technology
tools for learning
and collaboration.

The plans for that work began
months before....

Forget desks in
uniform rows, and a teacher
standing at the front of the
classroom. Instead, he or she
moves among the students to
engage each child, classroom
walls are
whiteboards
for expressing
ideas and solving
problems, power
sources for tech
devices are
readily accessible,
and task lighting
is well-positioned
and energy
efficient.

Beginning in fall 2013, a
committee engaged District
middle school teachers in

a comprehensive learning
environment study that
included site visits to other
schools.
The design, arrangement, and
furnishings in the District’s

teachers is being considered in
the next improvement phase,
scheduled this summer in 11
additional classrooms at each
middle school.

Feedback
collected from
classroom
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