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Consider the Takeaway
I’m so proud of our work
together this year and the time
we’ve taken as a District to
focus on values and community.
As I spoke to our graduating
8th graders on Tuesday
evening, I asked them What
personal values will be your
GPS as you navigate your way
into adulthood?
At our Community Focus Group
in April, it was fascinating to
consider our District values–
written some dozen years or so
ago by our Board of Education–
and reflect on their meaning
today in a culture that’s much
more diverse, with different
expectations.
Of course, we found differences
to discuss, reflecting today’s
family units, lifestyles, and
parent roles. But we also found
that some of our District values
are, in fact, truly timeless:
• Model for others what you
expect from others.
• Celebrate success.
• Learning has no boundaries.
Those values are just as
relevant and compelling today
as they were for our faculty
who were teaching the current
SHS graduating Class of 2018

benefits that go beyond
mastering learning targets.
In your work with kids, you’re
Our values matter. They
laying the bedrock for their
• inspire our best effort,
success, raising their awareness,
• require commitment to
challenging them, and helping
lifelong learning and continuous them discover interests and
improvement,
develop resilience. Worthy
• hold us accountable, and
work, indeed!
• broaden our view beyond self,
As you say goodbye to the
to consider others in the world
students in your classroom
around us.
and building, I hope you’ll
This year has given us many
take a moment to consider
significant reasons to celebrate, this takeaway–the varied and
including a Prairie USDE Blue
significant ways you’ve helped
Ribbon and Woodlawn’s
children grow this school year.
DuFour Award. Likewise,
Take time to acknowledge
our data are a celebration,
what you’ve helped them
clearly reflecting our students’
accomplish. You’ve made a
remarkable academic growth.
difference that matters.
That growth is the result of
your complete commitment
Relax and enjoy a fun summer!
every day in every KCSD96
-- Julie
school to support and promote
every child’s academic learning.
when they were KCSD96
kindergartners.

But don’t
overlook the
other benefits
that you, as
faculty and
support staff,
bring to our
students
and learning
community–

APPLAUSE
Congratulations to Deb

Stanton, Country Meadows
office aide, on granddaughter
Molly Kate Abert’s birth on
Jan. 23. Molly’s mom is former
Country Meadows teacher
Lindsay Stanton Abert.

Congratulations to

Abby Bolz, Country Meadows
Grade 4 bilingual teacher, on
the birth of Benjamin Allan
Bolz on June 21, 2017. She
returned in November from
maternity leave and is grateful
for support and kindness she
has received.

Best wishes to

Bonnie Barksdale, Kildeer
literacy differentiation
specialist, who will defend her
dissertation this summer.

Congratulations to

newlyweds Katie Deger, Ivy
Hall special education guided
teacher, and Will Marszalek.
Katie and Will were married in
April in Arlington Heights.

Congratulations to

Amy Wood, Prairie Grade 4
teacher, married on Apr. 22.

Congratulations to

Cathy Knight, District 96
physical therapist, with two
celebrations: one son is
marrying this summer and
Cathy is retiring!!!

Congratulations to

Brittany Howard, Twin Groves
Grade 8 science teacher, on
the birth on Feb. 3 of
Jackson William Howard.

Congratulations to

Suzy Cotter, Prairie Grade 5
teacher, and Wayne Jin. They
were married in Chicago on
Feb. 24.

Congratulations to

George Panos, tech support
specialist, whose son Miles
Joseph Panos was born May
31, 2018. Miles weighed 8
pounds, 3.9 ounces, and joins
big brother Parker.

Congratulations to

Debbie Echales, Twin Groves
clerical aide, whose son
KCSD96 alumnus Greg Echales
will be married in March 2019.

Congratulations to

Ginger Hepler, Willow Grove
ELL teacher, whose son
graduated from the University
of Wisconsin with a BS in
computer science. Alex has
accepted a position with
Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL)
as a cyber security analyst.

Congratulations to

Joann Sherlock, Ivy Hall
speech & language pathologist,
on the birth of her daughter.
Nora Christina Sherlock was
born on Dec. 24.

Congratulations to

Roberta de Souza Pereira,
Prairie Grade 3 teacher, on the
birth of her son. Liam Souza
Bojaca was born on Jan. 31,
weighing 8 pounds, 1 ounce,
and measuring 19-1/2 inches.

Congratulations to

Sharokeen Youkhana, Prairie
Grade 3 teacher, whose first
month of her first year of
teaching included her wedding.
On Sept. 8 Sharo married
Francis Zaia.

Congratulations to

Anna Artwohl, Twin Groves
SPED aide, who celebrated
her 40th wedding anniversary
Apr. 29. She and her husband
are blessed with 4 kids & look
forward to more adventures
together.
Staff celebrating 20 years of
service include:
(back row, l to r): Dave Felson,
Ken Hansen, Jennifer Zbylut,
Christopher Morris (front row,
l to r):
Lynette Leonard, Megan
Larson, Melissa Kumin. Robin
Goldberg, Teresa Samuels,
Christina Rosenberg

APPLAUSE

Ivy Hall Brides!!!

Best wishes to each & every 2018/2019 Ivy Hall bride-to-be...
Alyssa Finkel, special
education teacher, starting
her summer vacation with
her wedding on June 10 in
Milwaukee
Kendra Schutt, Grade 2
teacher, whose wedding date
is June 23, in Schaumburg

Nikki Comin, Grade 2 teacher,
whose wedding will be on
Sept. 1 in Lincolnshire
Rianne Monica, special
education teacher, planning
her wedding for Dec. 29 in
Chicago

Lindsay Rabin, Grade 2
teacher, who will be a bride on
July 14 in Chicago

Hanna Lee, special education
teacher, planning for her May
3, 2019, wedding in Long
Grove

Brittany Wells, Grade 2
teacher, marrying on July 20
in Punta Cana, Dominican
Republic

Mae Flavin, adaptive PE
teacher, planning a May 25,
2019, wedding at her parents’
home in Le Claire, Iowa

Beth Buehler, school
psychologist, who will marry
on Aug. 4 in Long Grove

Samantha Valle, Grade 4
teacher, anticipating marrying
in La Romana, Dominican
Republic, in summer 2019.

Best wishes to

Cynthia Neustedter,
Woodlawn special education
teacher, who will be married on
June 24.
Congratulations to
Leesa Drazner, Willow Grove
special education aide, whose
son graduated in Stevenson’s
Class of 2018. Robby is joining
the British Columbia Junior
Hockey League (BCHL) for the
Nanaimo Clippers. Recently he
played for the Chicago Mission
AAA team, which went on to
play in the national tournament.

Congratulations to

Louise Schmidt, Country
Meadows literacy coach,
whose daughter Stephanie
Just completed her Master of
Arts in teaching with an ELL
endorsement from Northern
Illinois University.

Staff celebrating 10 years of service include: (back row, l to r): Chanelle Savich, Brenda Papson, Rebecca
Shanks, Suzanne Cotter, Amanda Carpenter, Cynthia Greenberg, Jennifer Leverentz, Jeffery Williams
(middle row, l to r): Nancy O’Kerns, Barbara Shiman, Sue Gordon, Hillary Humer, Cheryl Keller, Heidi
Smith, Britta Peters, Lynne Martelon, Michelle Whitlow (front row, l to r): Mary Blair, Clara Casas-Maya,
Marla Keper, Michelle Garlick, Leslie Yu.

Retirees’ Reflections & New

Directions
Best wishes to each one of our KCSD96 2018 retirees:

Cathy Alland, Susan Boyce, Judy Dwan, Gail Gioviano, Pat Hannon, Rachel Peters,
Elissa Ruff, Steve Vosefski, and Pam Woeckel
Some of our retirees share their reflections and plans for their next chapter....

Cathy Alland

Math/Options Teacher, Twin Groves Middle School

I will definitely miss those moments when a student suddenly understands something that
has been difficult for him or her and the student lights up from head to toe.

“Listen to what the
kids have to say –
even if it’s not in
words....”

Also I’ll never forget the time my students gave me a
standing ovation (though not for the reason I’d hope). I
was subbing in a science class and accidentally dropped
a bottle of food coloring into some toxic substance. An
expetive slipped out....

Every day at 4 AM–since I started at Twin Groves as an
aide–I have been waking up to work out at the health club
before school. I will not miss setting my alarm!

Judy Dwan

Grade 5 Teacher, Ivy Hall Elementary School

I won’t miss waking up early or the meetings, but I WILL miss the students and my
fellow teachers–and the fun we had dressing up for Halloween every year!
My advice to my colleagues, young and old, is to enjoy
the time you have with your class.
Try to encourage your students every day, because
they will appreciate it. They will forget how you made
corrections or graded their work. They will not forget
how you made them feel!

“Many of the
funniest memories
are about things
students tell you
–that maybe they
shouldn’t!”

Clerical Aide, Ivy Hall School
There have been many laughs over the years, but picking a french fry out of the hair of
my friend/co-worker definitely stands out!

Reflections & New Directions

Gail Gioviano

The students always make me smile and I will miss interacting with them on a regular
basis. Most of all, however, I’ll miss the wonderful people and friendships I’ve made along
the way throughout my years in the District.
Looking ahead:
“Every day in a school
I try to begin each day on a positive note with a time
is completely different.
of grateful reflection and thankfulness. I will love to
ditch my alarm clock and be able to travel on a whim,
Being flexible and
with the freedom and flexibility to plan my days!
adaptable is extremely

important”

Pat Hannon

Administrative Assistant, Ivy Hall Elementary School
Halloween was always the greatest, when the teachers of each grade level decided on a
theme. I especially enjoyed when Technology Teacher Ed Koday would dress up....
What will I miss? The staff, of course.... And also the thought
of having a new principal every few years!
The appeal of retirement is pretty simple: It’s the freedom
to do whatever you want to do at whatever time you decide
you want to do it!

“Keep focused and
enjoy!”

Elissa Ruff

Special Education Teacher, Twin Groves Middle School
I will miss everyone at Twin! I have had THE BEST aides in the world and have worked on
the funniest team with a principal who made my final years of teaching stress free.
The funniest memory I recall is a student-led 6th grader’s
conference, featuring PowerPoint slides for FACS. The slide
stated the student’s favorite thing to do was eat what he
“cooked” (insert awkward and unfortunate typo). His Dad
and I were laughing so hard, we had to step into the hall to
compose ourselves....
Time really does fly by so quickly! My advice is to enjoy
every moment. Remember, you CAN deal with the difficult
student (or parent)–it’s only for one school year!

“My Twin Groves
family is the basic
reason (along
with paying
Nordstroms)
why I continued
teaching.”

Retirees’ Reflections & New

Directions
Steve Vosefski

Occupational Therapist, Willow Grove Early Learning Center
What will I miss? The paperwork.
And here’s some advice from a voice of experience: Wait until the last possible moment
before doing reports, IEPs, lesson plans, etc....
In my work I find little kids are funny one way or another, but
particularly the youngest kids in their Halloween costumes that
showcase a parents’ superhuman effort. And you can’t help
but smile at the student running down a hallway shedding his
clothing as he goes–and obviously delighted about doing it.
In fact, I will miss many people I’ve worked with–teachers,
therapists, and staff of all sorts. There really are some fine
people who have been here over the years.

”There really
are some fine
people who
have been here
over the years.”

The future holds opportunities to use the membership at
the Chicago Curling Club, to explore going back to flying small planes, and for winter
activities in the North, in time. And likely, to do volunteer work with kids in the future.

Pam Woeckel

Teacher, The Art & Science of Living (TASOL), Woodlawn Middle School

Being an Exploratory teacher is such a rewarding experience. This curriculum allows
every student to be successful and to build a sense of acceptance and self-worth. For
example, a culinary lab lets a student experience first-hand what he or she can accomplish
independently–with immediate gratification.
When a student returns to class so excited to tell me he or she made one of our
recipies for family and how much enjoyment it brought, it’s one of the most rewarding
experiences any teacher can have. I’ve seen the TASOL room be a place students feel safe
and always welcome.
I’ve worked in several KCSD96 schools and–no matter what
grade or school–you feel a part of a family. No other job is
so rewarding or brings more joy than watching kids grow, be
enthusiastic, interact with their peers, and become amazing
young adults.
My best advice for anyone: Cherish every moment of every
day. Remember that the smallest gesture can have a major
impact on someone’s day, success, and self-esteem. A simple
smile, a listening ear, or just a hello is the best medicine.

“The smallest
gesture or
word can have
a major impact
on someone’s
day, success,
and selfesteem.”

SUMMER BUILDING ACCESS, BADGES, AND MORE
The Custodial Dept. will be
collecting keys when building
staff leave for the summer.
Please turn your key in at
your school office before you
leave the building on your
final 2017/18 day. Also turn
in your badge, unless you will
be working in the District in
a summer program. Access
cards will be deactivated
June 7 (except for District
administrators and office staff).
If you need access to your
classroom during June, check
with school office staff for times
(dependent on custodial work
underway).
Come July, there will be
no access permitted to
schools, except for District
administrators.
After August 1, your building
principal will have information
about staff access to his or her
specific school.

Please note that staff in their
home building for summer
programs may not have access
to the entire building or their
classroom. There is limited time
for custodians to do work that
needs to be accomplished. We
appreciate your understanding.
If your badge is in poor
condition, it will be sent to the
Facilities Operations Clerk/
Receptionist Michelle Mize for
replacement. If a new photo is
needed, you’ll be notified.
Badges and keys (attached to
the ID lanyard) will be reissued
to staff when your return in
August.
Direct questions to Facilities
Operations Clerk Michelle
Mize. For additional
details, refer to Facilities &
Transportation Director Sam
Miranda’s May 14 email to
staff: From Dist. 96 Business
Office re: Badges & Summer
Access.

Staff celebrating 15 years
of service include:
(back row, l to r):
Jennifer Grimmer,
Sharon Dinnerman,
Jeanne Spiller,
Jason Keenon,
Cheryl Kelly,
Beth Ann Dodge,
Kimberly Strauss
(front row, l to r):
Lisa Jones, Liv Grossman,
Dawn Neidermayer

KEA Officers/ Building
Representatives for
2018–2019
President: Ben Leven
Vice President: Jeff Cummings
Treasurer: Jill Leone
Secretary: Samantha Schaefer
Region Council
Representative:
Kristina Harvat
Building Representatives
Willow Grove:
Shelly Scoville
Melody Martinez
Country Meadows:
Lisa Zimmerman
Abby Bolz
Ivy Hall:
Todd Halstead
Marci Fooden
Kildeer:
Barb Satoh
Leanne April
Prairie:
Chris Morris
Erin Sauer
Twin Groves:
Carolyn Pinta
Jeff Williams

Congratulations to
District 96 faculty
who earned
Advanced Degrees
in the 2017–18
School Year:
Nino Alvarez
Luke Emde
Alyssa Finkel
Bethany Loyd
Allison Slade

ESP Officers/ Building
Representatives for
2018–2019

Co-Presidents:
Karen Graham & Lorna Jaegers
Vice President: Carol Lamberti
Secretary: Ellen Shapiro
Treasurer: Pam Kupsco
Building Representatives
Willow Grove:
Karen Graham
Country Meadows:
Open
Ivy Hall:
Scott Eichaker & Wendy Weiner
Kildeer:
Julie Donofrio
Prairie:
Sheryl Schechter & Joan Dahm
Twin Groves:
Tricia Pazdioch
Woodlawn:
Terri Chiodo

Twin Groves Special Education
Teacher Elissa Ruff and Woodlawn
Principal Greg Grana were
recognized for 25 years of service.

Woodlawn:
Mark Weiland

Recipients of advanced degrees include (l to r) Luke Emde,
Bethany Loyd, Alyssa Finkel, Allison Slade, and Nino Alvarez.

Years of Service

10 YRS:

Mary Blair
Amanda Carpenter
Clara Casas-Maya
Suzanne Cotter
Michelle Garlick
Sue Gordon
Cynthia Greenberg
Samantha Heinrich
Hillary Humer
Cheryl Keller
Marla Keper
Jennifer Leverentz
Lynne Martelon
Nancy O’Kerns
Brenda Papson
Britta Peters
Chanelle Savich
Rebecca Shanks
Barbara Shiman
Heidi Smith
Michelle Whitlow
Jeffery Williams
Leslie Yu
Lisa Zimmerman

15 YRS:

Sharon Dinnerman
Beth Ann Dodge
Jennifer Grimmer
Liv Grossman
Lisa Jones
Jason Keenon
Cheryl Kelly
Melissa Mark
Dawn Niedermayer
Enzie Pangilinan
Jeanne Spiller
Kimberly Strauss

milestones...
20 YRS:

Therese Chiodo
David Felson
Robin Goldberg
Ken Hansen
Melissa Kumin
Megan Larson
Lynette Leonard
Christopher Morris
Christina Rosenberg
Teresa Samuels
Jennifer Zbylut

25 YRS:
Greg Grana
Elisa Ruff

+ 25 YRS

Mara Barry - 27 years
Felicia Sladek - 27 years
Kenneth Goodlow - 28 years
Julie Holzhauer - 28 years
Todd Spangler - 28 years
Nancy Wielondek - 28 years
Jeff Cummings - 29 years
Ruth Fineman - 29 years
Ellen Gartenberg - 29 years
Kathryn Naples-Angel - 30 years
James Donofrio - 31 years
Pamela Kupsco - 31 years
Carrie Dyer - 32 years
James Cichowski - 33 years
Rachel Peters - 33 years*
Linda Johnson - 38 years
Christopher Kuhlman - 41 years
Patricia Hannon - 42 years*
* - Retiring

District/Business Offices
Summer Hours/UPDATE
The District and Business
Offices will be open to
the public on the following
summer schedule:
June 4 through Aug. 3, 2018:
Mon.–Thurs.:
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Fri.:
7:30 AM – 11:30 AM
July 4: Closed in observance of
Independence Day
Building Closure
The District Office
building at 1050 Ivy Hall Lane,
Buffalo Grove, will be closed
throughout the summer for
renovation after school closes
on June 1.
District Office staff and
administrators will
work from the Ivy Hall
School Office while renovation
is underway. Note that their
phone extensions will not
change during this period.

Prairie Grade 1 Teacher Kathryn
Naples-Angel was recognized for
30 years of service.

