
Kildeer Countryside Community Consolidated 
School District 96 

Proudly presents… 

 

 

Pablo Cartaya 
 

Kildeer Countryside Elementary is delighted to welcome award-winning 
author Pablo Cartaya on Wednesday, February 5th. Mr. Cartaya will discuss 
his books and talk with students about his career as an author. 
 

To guarantee a personalized copy of any of these books, please return 
this order form with payment (cash or check payable to Kildeer Activity 
Account) by Friday, January 17th. If you miss that date, there will be a 
limited supply of books available for purchase through February 14th. 

 

 

______Each Tiny Spark, (Hardcover) $16.99  $13.59 
 

Emilia Torres has a wandering mind. It's hard for her to follow along at school, and sometimes she 
forgets to do what her mom or abuela asks. But she remembers what matters: a time when her family 
was whole and home made sense. When Dad returns from deployment, Emilia expects that her life 
will get back to normal. Instead, it unravels. 
 
Dad shuts himself in the back stall of their family's auto shop to work on an old car. Emilia peeks in on 
him daily, mesmerized by his welder. One day, Dad calls Emilia over. Then, he teaches her how to 
weld. And over time, flickers of her old dad reappear. 
 
But as Emilia finds a way to repair the relationship with her father at home, her community ruptures 
with some of her classmates, like her best friend, Gus, at the center of the conflict. 

 

 

______Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, (Hardcover) $16.99  $13.59 
 
______Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, (Paperback) $8.99  $7.19 
 

Marcus Vega is six feet tall, 180 pounds, and the owner of a premature mustache. When you look like 
this and you're only in the eighth grade, you're both a threat and a target. Marcus knows what 
classmates and teachers see when they look at him: a monster. 
But appearances are deceiving. At home, Marcus is a devoted brother. And he finds ways to earn cash 
to contribute to his family’s rainy day fund. His mom works long hours and his dad walked out ten years 
ago—someone has to pick up the slack. 
After a fight at school leaves him facing suspension, Marcus and his family decide to hit the reset 
button and regroup for a week in Puerto Rico. Marcus is more interested in finding his father, though, 
who is somewhere on the island. Through a series of misadventures that take Marcus all over Puerto 
Rico in search of the elusive Mr. Vega, Marcus meets a colorful cast of characters who show him the 
many faces of fatherhood. And he even learns a bit of Spanish along the way. 

 

 

______The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora, (Hardcover) $16.99  $13.59 
 
______The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora, (Paperback) $8.99  $7.19 
 

For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango smoothies, and 
keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at Abuela's 
restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who moves into 
Arturo's apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn't notice the 
smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family 
and community go down without a fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the 
power of poetry and protest through untold family stories and the work of Jos Mart. 

Cont’d On Back 



  

 

 

 ______El épico fracaso de Arturo Zamora, (Paperback) $8.99  $7.19 

 

Para Arturo, el verano en Miami significa jugar a baloncesto hasta el anochecer, beber batidos de 
mango y mantenerse fresco bajo la sombra de los árboles. Y tal vez también hacer algún turno como 
lavaplatos en el restaurante de su abuela. Tal vez. Pero este verano también incluye a Carmen, una 
chica que ama la poesía y que se muda a los apartamentos de Arturo y que convierte su estómago 
en una freidora. Hasta el punto de que casi no se da cuenta del promotor inmobiliario que llega a la 
ciudad y amenaza con cambiarla. Arturo se niega a dejar que su familia y su comunidad caigan sin 
luchar, y mientras trama un plan de acción con Carmen, Arturo descubre el poder de la poesía y la 
protesta a través de historias familiares y de los textos de José Martí. 

Student Name: _________________________________________________ 
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Total Amount Due: $____________    Cash___________    Check#__________ 

Name for Personalization: _________________________________________________ 
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