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Dear Friends of the School District of West De Pere,
How could anyone find the words to express the appreciation,
gratitude and the lasting memories afforded them by leading the
School District of West De Pere as Superintendent? I am so grateful for
the tremendous vote of confidence the Board of Education has shown
in me and their TRUST in my abilities to create a Vision of Pride and
Excellence.
July 1, 2008 was a turning point in my 44-year career as an
educator. I was selected by the West De Pere Board of Education as John R. Zegers, Superintendent
Superintendent of Schools. What a moment! What a responsibility! What
a challenge! What a great job! It was with great pride, humility and cautious optimism that I accepted
to lead the School District of West De Pere for the next eleven years. As a lifelong resident of De
Pere, I could not have wanted a better school district to lead. What a privilege for any educator to be
able to teach, lead and inspire students and staff in their own hometown. I pinch myself to this day
trying to comprehend the magnitude of the job as Superintendent of the School District of West De
Pere and the faith the Board showed in me that allowed me to make a difference in the lives of so
many people. To Board members past and present that trusted me to create a vision for our
students and staff as we have become a school district of choice, I say THANK YOU. Thank you for
the opportunity to lead the way for the past eleven years as Superintendent. It has been an honor
and a tremendous privilege to demonstrate servant leadership, passion and compassion while
serving as the instructional leader in West De Pere.
As you are aware, I will be retiring on July 5, 2019. Being a lifelong advocate for the FISH!
philosophy, a very popular management system for the workplace. “Be there for people…make their
day…choose your attitude…and have fun at work, I hope that I have led our school district by
these principles in a sustainable manner with success. My goal coming into the Superintendency in
West De Pere, was to take our school district to the next level of success while consistently treating
people with respect, appreciation and care as individuals each and every day. Collectively, we have
accomplished many of the objectives we focused on year after year. We are a district of choice
because of OUR successes and we should all be proud of the students, staff and our Board of
Education for the intense dedication, commitment and rigor to accomplish so much these past eleven
years.
Thank you to the Board of Education, administrative team, teachers, district office staff, building
level administrative assistants, secretaries, maintenance staff, students, parents and our West De
Pere community members. You have truly made my eleven years here in West De Pere a part of my
life I will never forget. It’s with great pride then that I say so long for now and Go Phantoms.
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West De Pere FFA News

Westwood Elementary Grades 4K-5
1155 Westwood Dr. (920) 337-1087
Fax: (920) 337-1091
Principal: Jason Lau, Ph. D.
Associate Principal/4K Director: Scott Marsden

Hemlock Creek Elementary Grades 4K-5
1900 Williams Grant Dr. (920) 425-1900
Fax: (920) 425-1914
Principal: Kathleen Held
Associate Principal/Summer School Director:
Mike Kowalczyk

West De Pere Middle School Grades 6-8
1177 S. Ninth St. (920) 337-1099
Fax: (920) 337-1380
Principal: Jim Finley, Ph. D.
Associate Principal/Athletic Director: Jason Zielinski

West De Pere High School Grades 9-12
665 Grant St. (920) 338-5200
Fax: (920) 338-5310
Principal: Russ Gerke, Ed. D.
Associate Principal: Jim Heinke
Associate Principal: Scott Eggart

Submitted by Sammy Van Deurzen
Agriculture Teacher

Plant Sale
The West De Pere FFA will be having a Spring Plant
Sale on May 11 at the West De Pere High School from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be a variety of annual flowers,
vegetables, hanging baskets and much more available
for purchase to help support the Agri-science program
and FFA Chapter at West De Pere. Please contact
Samantha Van Deurzen (svandeurzen@wdpsd.com) with any
questions or if you would like a full plant list as the sale gets closer.

Brat Sale
The FFA Alumni will be hosting a brat sale at the De Pere Festival
Foods on May 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Come out and enjoy a delicious
brat and support the local FFA Alumni!

Phantom Knight School of Opportunity
400 Reid St. Suite W (920) 425-1915
(920) Fax: 425-1919
Administrator: Jason Lau, Ph. D.

District Office
400 Reid St. Suite W
(920) 337-1393
Fax: (920) 337-1398

Attention Non-Residents of the
West De Pere School District
This newsletter is a service provided to all residents of the School District of
West De Pere. The most effective and affordable process utilized in circulating this
newsletter throughout our community is to use a saturation mailing which
occasionally picks up a few streets in the postal route areas of non-residents. It’s
difficult and costly to avoid a few non-residents from receiving this newsletter. Our
effort to communicate with our resident families is important. Thank you for
understanding.
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Five-YearYear-Old Kindergarten Registration
The School District of West De Pere recently held kindergarten registration for children who are planning to attend kindergarten
in the fall of 2019. In case you missed it or do not attend our 4K program and you are planning on sending your child to
kindergarten, please register your child as soon as possible at your school of residence: Hemlock Creek Elementary School,
1900 Williams Grant Dr, De Pere or Westwood Elementary School, 1155 Westwood St, De Pere.
Children must turn five years of age on or before September 1, 2019 and live in the West De Pere School District to be eligible
for the West De Pere kindergarten program. For registration, you will need to bring your child’s birth certificate and proof of
address. The child does not have to attend the registration. If you have any questions, please call (920) 425-1900 ext. 3320
for Hemlock Creek or (920) 337-1087 ext. 1322 for Westwood.

Four-YearYear-Old Kindergarten Registration
The School District of West De Pere is now registering for our Four-Year-Old Kindergarten
Program for children who would be four years of age on or before September 1, 2019, and are
planning to attend Four-Year-Old Kindergarten in the fall of 2019. To register, please bring your child’s birth certificate, their
immunization record, and proof of residency such as a utility bill or lease agreement to either Westwood Elementary School or
Hemlock Creek Elementary School.
If you have any questions concerning registration, please call Westwood Elementary at (920) 337-1087 ext. 1322; Hemlock
Creek Elementary at (920) 425-1900 ext. 3320; or Scott Marsden, 4K Director at (920) 337-1087 ext. 1323.
Our Four-Year-Old Kindergarten program is half days, five days a week. Depending on space availability at each site, children
may be served at a location (either school or partnering child care facility) outside of their home school attendance area. If this
occurs, transportation will be provided. Four-Year-Old Kindergarten is a voluntary program and no child will be required to attend.
The Four-Year-Old Kindergarten program is developmentally appropriate and may include, but is not limited to: readiness skills,
language development, social development, emotional development, physical development, and self-help skills.
If you are not enrolled in our Four-Year-Old Kindergarten program, parents with children of kindergarten age (five years old) will
be contacted via our school census report. If you are new to the area and have not completed a census form, please contact the
district office at (920) 337-1393 ext. 8010 to have your child counted on the school census. If you know a neighbor with small
children, please share this information with them.

PrePre-School Developmental Screening
The School District of West De Pere offers developmental screening for preschool-aged children. The school district uses census
data to mail out the Ages and Stages developmental questionnaires throughout the year, asking parents to complete the
questionnaire and return it promptly by mail. As the questionnaires are returned, school professionals score them and provide
written feedback to parents on the general developmental readiness of their child(ren). In certain circumstances, the school district
will invite children to participate in an additional on-site screening. If you would like to request a developmental questionnaire,
please call the Department of Student Services at (920) 337-1393 ext. 8012.
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Sports & Activity Schedules
For the most up-to-date West De Pere sports and activity schedules, please go
to www.bayconference.org. Choose “West De Pere” and you will find today’s activities listed. For specific
schedules, select an activity in the “View Schedules” list (below the calendar on the right). Then click
“View”. This will show you an updated schedule for whatever activity you would like to view. You can also
reach the Bay Conference website through the district website at www.wdpsd.com (click on the high school
webpage), or feel free to contact the West De Pere Activities Office at (920) 338-5229 with questions.

WEST DE PERE SUMMER SCHOOL 2019
Wednesday, June 12 - Tuesday, July 2
Course booklets will be available on the district website (www.wdpsd.com) Tuesday, April 2 at 3:30 p.m.
Due to the renovations/additions, students that will be attending Westwood Elementary in the Fall of 2019 will attend summer
school at West De Pere High School.
⇒ Please see the District website, www.wdpsd.com, click on About the District and then Summer School for program information
and how to register.
⇒ Registration will open at 3:30 p.m. April 9 and will remain open untill 3:30 p.m. April 18.
⇒ All registrations and payments will be processed online and no late registrations will be accepted.
⇒
⇒
⇒

Important to Note:
Westwood Elementary and WDP Middle School will be unavailable to students and staff this summer due to the
renovations/additions. Summer School courses for Westwood and WDP Middle School students will be held at West De Pere High
School. Visit www.wdpsd.com click About the District, then the Summer School tab for additional program information.

Getting Ready for Kindergarten has changed:
It’s hard to believe that we are already in the planning process for this year’s Summer School program. Due to changes within
this year’s program it has been determined that the Getting Ready for Kindergarten course will go from one- four hour offering to
multiple two hour offerings. Our staff has worked hard to put together new and exciting offerings that will benefit incoming kindergartners in the fall. These courses include Adventures in Reading,
Reading Kindergarten Creations,
Creations and Full STEAM Ahead to name a few.
These courses will be offered at 8 a.m. and/or 10 a.m. at Hemlock Creek and/or West De Pere High School during our Summer
School session June 12-July 2. No late registrations will be accepted.
accepted.
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Food Service News
Free and Reduced Meal Programs
The School District of West De Pere has free and reduced meal programs available to families at any time during the
school year. These programs are based on federal income levels. Any student who qualifies for free or reduced lunch will
also qualify for free or reduced breakfast. Any kindergarten student who qualifies for free or reduced meals will also qualify
for free kindergarten milk break milks.
Should you have any questions regarding student accounts or free/reduced meal applications, please contact Diane at
(920) 337-1393 ext. 8023. If you have any questions regarding the Food Service Department, please contact Kaitlin at
(920) 337-1393 ext. 8045.
~This institution is an equal opportunity provider~

Healthy meals for kids and teens
this summer… FREE!
No need to sign up or apply – just show up and enjoy!
The School District of West De Pere is excited to announce that we will be offering FREE summer lunches to all children
and teens ages 18 and under (adult meals: $3.00). Lunch will be offered at West De Pere High School (enter door #1)
Monday - Friday. This program will run June 10 - August 23 (no meals the week of July 1-5), from 11:50 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
Questions? Contact Kaitlin at (920) 337-1393 ext 8045.

Oh the places we’ll go… to find BOOKS!
Submitted by Tara Kempen
Literacy Coach

Finding good fit books over the summer can be difficult for some
children, but we have a new option in our community.

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-

Thursdays from 11:50 a.m.-12:50 p.m. during the FREE lunch program at
West De Pere High School, Westwood staff will have books available for children to
borrow. When the children return the books the following week, they get to keep their favorite
book. Throughout the summer, every child can receive up to 10 FREE books!
This program is open to the entire community! We hope to see you there!

The 2019 Harley and Della Stowe Scholarship is now available in the West
De Pere High School Student Services Office or on the high school’s website
at www.wdpsd.com. It’s available to all West De Pere
High School graduates who are now attending a 4-year college.
The scholarship application deadline is April 18, 2019.
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Fenton…..New High School
Staff Member
Submitted by Laura Lenss
Special education Teacher

Meet West De Pere High School’s new staff member, Fenton. Fenton joined
our staff in August of 2018 and is partnered with Laura Lenss, a special
education teacher at the high school. He is a two year old facility dog provided
to our school district free of charge by Canine Companions for Independence.
During Fenton’s two year training he learned over 40 different commands
including commands to help promote independence with students with
disabilities, de-escalate students, provide sensory feedback for individuals with
sensory needs, and help create an overall positive environment within our
school. A survey was recently sent to all of our high school students asking
them to reflect on Fenton’s impact within our high school. The students that
took the survey reported that 91.3% of them felt as though Fenton has a
positive impact on their day, and 92% of them know of someone who Fenton
has positively impacted. When students were asked if they had a story about
Fenton, one student said, “I love Fenton and he makes me look forward to coming to school! He makes
everyday easier, and more fun! I´m forever grateful that I get to work with him everyday and get to
learn with him too! Getting Fenton was the greatest thing WDP has ever done! Fenton makes everyday a
good day!”. Another student said, “I love everything about Fenton. If I'm ever having a bad day, all I
need to do is look at him either lying on his bed or trotting around in the hallways with papers in his
mouth. Makes my day every time.” A special thank you to our Board of Education, High School Principal
Dr. Gerke, and Student Service Director Amy Schuh, for supporting the unique opportunity to allow Fenton to work for our school district, and the Animal Hospital of De Pere who provides veterinary services
at a discounted rate. If you’d like to meet Fenton or learn more about Canine Companions for Independence, please feel free to contact Laura Lenss at llenss@wdpsd.com.

Congratulations!
Congratulations

The following teachers have been recognized by the Green Bay Area
Chamber of Commerce as Golden Apple Teachers of Distinction:
• Sarah Lisowe - Hemlock Creek Elementary
• Megan Jo Raschke - Hemlock Creek Elementary
• Jessica VanLaanen - Westwood Elementary
• High School Special Education Team- Alyssa Racine, Krista Herman, Carissa Nusbaum,
Joleen Bratz, Laura Lenss, Chad Federman, and Jeffrey Hockers
• District Speech and Language Team- Peggy Eserkaln, Mark Farnsworth, Lisa Lokken, and
Candace Van Veghel

The following teachers have been recognized as State Finalists by the Kohl Teacher Fellowship program:
• Kevin Vander Vanden - WDP Middle School
• Tanya Lynn Huebner - Hemlock Creek Elementary
These teachers, and many like them in our district, demonstrate best practices in the knowledge and
concepts of planning/preparation, engaging classroom environments, and innovative instruction. We
are grateful for their efforts in the name of ALL CHILDREN. Congratulations to these very deserving
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teachers!

Did you know…
Submitted by Amy LaPierre, Ph. D., Director of Curriculum
(920) 337337-1393 ext. 8029
•

On January 21, while students had the day off school, our district teachers were busy learning! Elementary teachers participated
in literacy-focused training, middle school and high school teachers participated in Trauma Informed Care training, and a select
group of grades 5-8 teachers toured new intermediate/middle schools throughout the state to inform our decisions regarding
the construction of our new intermediate school. It was a great day of teacher learning that will positively impact student
learning!

•

Several West De Pere staff members were selected to present at state and regional conferences. Tara Kempen and Jen Zurawski
(Westwood Elementary), and Lisa Hollihan Allen (West De Pere Middle School) presented at the Wisconsin State Reading
Association Conference on multiple literacy related topics, including using digital tools in the workshop model, the value of read
alouds, and building student reading stamina. In addition, Jen Zurawski was also selected to speak on a wide variety of digital
learning and literacy topics at both the Midwest Google Summit and the Wisconsin Educational Media and Technology Association
Conference. Thank you, ladies, for representing West De Pere so well!

Badger State 2019

Honors Choir

Submitted by Lisa Boyd, High School Counselor

Submitted by Laura Rollin, High School Music Teacher

West De Pere
High School is proud
to announce the
students chosen to
attend Badger Girls
and Badger Boys
State this year.
Breanna Schneider
(daughter of Pamela
and Chad) and Riley Drew (son of Theresa and William) were
chosen by the Social Studies department based on their
leadership potential and their interest in government. Emily
Wesoloski (daughter of Sarah and Brian) and Jared Colucci (son of
Melinda and Sam) will serve as alternates.

Two talented West De Pere
High School Choir students
were selected to participate
in the High School Honors
Choir Performance Series
held in New York City
recently. Reese Radloff,
grade 10, and Allison Cook,
grade 11, were among the
selected musicians chosen
out of thousands who auditioned from all over the world for
this five-day event. Reese was one of 100 students who
participated in the Women's Choir and Allison was one of 200
students who participated in the Mixed Choir. Their experience
culminated with a concert at Carnegie Hall. Both students
agreed that a highlight of this experience, besides performing
at Carnegie Hall, was meeting so many talented yet humble
high school students from places all over the globe, including
Guam, China, Australia, Canada, Florida and even a couple of
students from right here in Wisconsin.

The purpose of Badger State, sponsored by the American
Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary, is to develop leadership
and citizenship skills, to educate youth about our system of
government and American traditions, and to emphasize the
Importance of the democratic process.
Pictured Left to Right: Emily Wesoloski, Breanna Schneider,
Riley Drew and Jared Colucci.

Knowledge Competition
Submitted by Julie Schinkten, Middle School Teacher

The Abbot Pennings Council recently sponsored the Knights of Columbus Knowledge Competition
at West De Pere Middle School. Two middle school students placed in the math competition.
Congratulations to Jacob Rottier, who placed first in 8th grade mathematics, and Nick Bostedt, who
placed first in 7th grade math.
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DONOR BRICK PAVERS SALE
ANY O
Cement the Name of a loved one in West De Pere
History with a Personalized Brick!
Show your Phantom pride with a personalized,
engraved brick set in the plaza area of the
football stadium. or the
varsity baseball field.
_____________________________________________
Name
____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address

ORDER:
______ 4” X 8” bricks @ $125 = $ ________
______ 8” X 8” bricks @ $250 = $ ________

_____________________________________________
City
State
Zip
_____________________________________________
Home Phone
Other Phone
_____________________________________________
Email Address
PAYMENT INFORMATION: Enclose a check or money order payable to:

School District of West De Pere

TOTAL BRICK ORDER:

$ ________

RETURN FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
West De Pere Schools- Attn: Christie Thiesfeldt
400 Reid St, Suite W
De Pere, WI 54115
** For more information contact Christie Thiesfeldt at
cthiesfeldt@wdpsd.com (920) 337337-1393 ext. 8025

Please write “donor brick” in memo section of your check

PRINT THE INFORMATION ON THE BRICK BELOW. INSCRIPTIONS WILL BE IN ALL CAPITAL LETTERS & CENTERED.
4” X 8” brick - $125
8” X 8” brick - $250
3 lines of text
6 lines of text
14 characters per line
14 characters per line
(including spaces and punctuation)
(including spaces and punctuation)

Check OneFootball Stadium
Baseball Field

Please complete a new form for each brick ordered
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SPRING 2019
West De Pere Phantastic News
Student Address Change
It is imperative that we have correct address information for students and parents/guardians. Any change of address should be
promptly reported to the school office of attendance. Under certain circumstances, state law permits a student to continue to attend
school in a district even after they move out of that district. Please contact the school office of your student’s attendance or
the district office for more information.

Open Enrollment
Wisconsin’s public school open enrollment program allows parents to apply for their children to attend school districts other
than the one in which they live. The regular open enrollment application period is from February 4 - April 30,
2019. For more information, please visit the open enrollment web site at: dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment or call the district office at
(920) 337-1393, extension 8025. West De Pere Board of Education determined in January 2019 that for the 2019-2020 school
year, there are no spaces available in grades 4K-12 to accept open enrollment student applications into the district.

Board of Education Meetings
School District of West De Pere residents are cordially invited to attend regular board meetings held once a month, 5:30 p.m.,
at the District Offices, 400 Reid St., Suite W (Reid Street Crossing, second floor), unless otherwise posted. An opportunity is
provided at each meeting for citizens to address our Board of Education. Please visit our district webpage at: www.wdpsd.com/
board-of-education/ or call the District Office (920) 337-1393 to confirm the meeting date, time and location.

The School District of West De Pere will be holding the first Referendum Addition
& Renovation Open House April 8, 2019 from 3:30-5:00 p.m. at West De Pere
Middle School, located at 1177 S. Ninth Street. The purpose of the open house is
to get input from the community, to show site plans of the softball diamonds,
and provide information about renovations at Westwood and WDP Middle School.
We will also have the preliminary floor plans for the new grades 5-6 building.
Information will also be on display in each building entrance starting April 1. You can stop in
during school/office hours, look them over and write down your questions to bring to the open house.
If you are unable to attend the open house please email your comments to cthiesfeldt@wdpsd.com
There will be future open houses held to get additional community input as this process proceeds.
The remodeling and updating of Westwood and WDP Middle School will be done this summer as well as
the construction of the new softball fields at Westwood.
Please stop in at one of the buildings and plan to attend April 8th. Thank you!
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