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The mission of the
School District of
West De Pere
is to create a safe
comprehensive
educational and
social environment
for students and staff
which will produce
life-long learners with
the capacity to succeed
in the local and global
community.

A Vision of
Pride and Excellence
HOME OF THE

PHANTOMS

Homecoming 2019

West De Pere Community,
It is a great day to be a West De Pere Phantom! Each time I enter
our buildings, I witness exemplary teachers, staff, and volunteers
finding innovative ways to help students succeed. There have
been moments in the last few months where I have found myself
emotionally moved by things I have seen happen in classrooms
and during sporting events. The West De Pere community as a
whole is doing great things and I am excited for our future!
WEST DE PERE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jenni Fuss – President
Joe Bergnerr – Vice President
Scott Borley – Treasurer
Barb Van Deurzen – Clerk
Tom Van De Hei – Member
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Dennis Krueger (920) 337-1393
BUSINESS MANAGER
Brian Walters (920) 337-1393
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM
Amy LaPierre, Ph. D. (920) 337-1393
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES
Amy Schuh (920) 337-1393
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Scott Eggart (920) 338-5229
WESTWOOD ELEMENTARY
Grades 4K-5
1155 Westwood Dr. (920) 337-1087
Fax: (920) 337-1091
Principal: Jason Lau, Ph. D.
Associate Principal/4K Director:
Scott Marsden
HEMLOCK CREEK ELEMENTARY
Grades 4K-5
1900 Williams Grant Dr. (920) 425-1900
Fax: (920) 425-1914
Principal: Kathleen Held
Associate Principal/
Summer School Director:
Mike Kowalczyk
WEST DE PERE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grades 6-8
1177 S. Ninth St. (920) 337-1099
Fax: (920) 337-1380
Principal: Jim Finley, Ph. D.
Associate Principal/Athletic Director:
Jason Zielinski

Below is a snapshot of what we are working toward currently.
• Our capital projects from the 2018 referendum are currently on
Dennis Krueger
budget and on schedule. We are prepared to go out for bid on
SUPERINTENDENT
both the High School and Intermediate School projects. Our
construction phasing schedule for the High School is near completion as we continue
to work toward minimizing disruptions in current programming. If interested in
additional project information, please visit the district’s web site and click on “Capital
Project Updates - (referendum 2018)” in the quick links portion of our page.
• We continue to monitor and plan for growth. True to predictions made in prior
growth studies, our student numbers are increasing. This school year, we have already
experienced a growth by 86 students and indicators reflect this continuing into the
foreseeable future.
• Our school district is nationally recognized. Niche is a national company that ranks
schools based on rigorous analysis of academic and student life data from the U.S.
Department of Education, colleges, individual states, and other government sources.
The School of West De Pere is ranked in the top 5% of school districts across the state
of Wisconsin and as the number one school district in Brown County according to
Niche. West De Pere schools are rated highly from multiple data sources, providing
proof that truly great teaching and learning is happening in our district.
• Boundary considerations: As a precursor to opening West De Pere Intermediate School
in the fall of 2021, a committee will examine our current elementary boundaries in
order to potentially make a shift, in areas where there presently are not homes. In doing
this, our goal is to create a situation where both Hemlock Creek and Westwood are set
up for growth toward their individual capacities at the same rate, thus minimizing the
need to make adjustments to actual residences in the near future.
Together as a community, we will continue to create an environment where students
succeed both academically and socially. Thank you to everyone for all that you do to
support our students, staff, and teachers. Without a doubt, it is a great time to be a West
De Pere Phantom!
With gratitude,
Proud to be a Phantom!

WEST DE PERE HIGH SCHOOL
Grades 9-12
665 Grant St. (920) 338-5200
Fax: (920) 338-5310
Principal: Russ Gerke, Ed. D.
Associate Principal: Jim Heinke
Associate Principal: Scott Eggart
PHANTOM KNIGHT
SCHOOL OF OPPORTUNITY
400 Reid St. Suite W (920) 425-1915
(920) Fax: 425-1919
Administrator: Jason Lau, Ph. D.
DISTRICT OFFICE
400 Reid St. Suite W
(920) 337-1393
Fax: (920) 337-1398
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High School Homecoming Assembly
WEST DE PERE 2020-2021 AND 2021-2022 SCHOOL CALENDARS ARE AVAILABLE AT
WWW.WDPSD.COM (ABOUT THE DISTRICT, DISTRICT CALENDAR)
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WEST DE PERE

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
The National Honor Society is
a group of students committed
to academic excellence,
community service, leadership
and integrity. This past Sunday
students were inducted into
the Nicolet Chapter of the
National Honor Society. Dr.
Steve Rasmussen, a 2005 West
De Pere graduate, returned as
this year’s guest speaker.

National Merit Society

PHANTOM KNIGHT

Project Showcase
West De Pere High School is proud to
announce that Sawyer Grovogel has been
selected as a semifinalist by the 2020
National Merit Scholarship Program
because of his outstanding academic
record and was endorsed by Principal,
Dr. Russ Gerke.
Erin Breu and Michael Day have been
named Commended students in the
2020 National Merit program as well.
Congratulations Erin, Sawyer, and
Michael!

Athletic Letters of Intent
Congratulations

On October 8th, Phantom Knight students presented their first project of the
year. It was a game called MazerTag where students guide a laser projection
through a maze of obstacles by placing mirrors on a board. The students learned
how to use math skills to help them create challenges for each board. Research
was completed on how lasers are used in day to day life. Our three seniors
displayed the start of their capstone projects related to careers in Photography
and Criminal Psychology, Ultralight Airplanes, and Art Exploration. We would
like to thank the families,
staff, and community
members who came to view
the work that the students
have presented. Our next
Project Showcase will be held
on February 11th. We would
love to see you there! If you
would like to find out more
about the Phantom Knight
Charter School and the
learning environment, please
call (920) 425-1915.

to four of our Seniors who
signed their Letters of Intent on
November 13, 2019
ETHAN HABETLER
South Suburban College - Baseball
BENJAMIN HAMPTON
West Virginia Univeristy - Baseball
GENESIS EGGART
Grand Valley State - Softball
KAYLEE OLSON
Winona State - Track & Field

Attention Non-Residents of the West De Pere School District

This newsletter is a service provided to all residents of the School District of West De Pere. The most effective and affordable process utilized in circulating this
newsletter throughout our community is to use a saturation mailing which occasionally picks up a few streets in the postal route areas of non-residents. It’s
difficult and costly to avoid a few non-residents from receiving this newsletter. Our effort to communicate with our resident families is important. Thank you for
understanding.
WWW.WDPSD.COM
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Hemlock Creek

Kindergarten Camp
Submitted by Mike Kowalczyk

Hemlock Creek Elementary School piloted a
Kindergarten Camp August 19-22 for students
registered to attend kindergarten at Hemlock
Creek this fall. One hundred sixteen students
learned simple school routines and procedures
during the four-day camp. They learned
important kindergarten skills like where to go
the first day of school, how to line up, proper
recess, and hallway behaviors, busing, how to
use a locker.
On the last day of camp, parents were
invited to attend a presentation given by the
kindergarten team. During the presentation
they learned tons of helpful information and
what the life of a kindergartener looks like
at Hemlock Creek. After the presentation,
parents and students were able to enjoy
school lunch together.

Four-Year-Old

Kindergarten Registration
The School District of West De Pere has
scheduled a Four-Year-Old Kindergarten
registration date for children who would be
four years of age before September 1, 2020,
and are planning to attend Four-Year-Old
Kindergarten in the fall of 2020.
Registration will take place on Thursday,
February 13 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. The
registration will be held at the Phantom
Knight School of Opportunity. The address
is 400 Reid St. and is located on the second
floor of the building. For registration, you
need to bring your child’s birth certificate,
immunization record, and proof of
residency such as a utility bill or lease
agreement.
This is an open-house style registration and
being early has no influence on the section
or session of 4K your child will have.

Pre-School

Developmental Screening

Storybook Readers

Storybook Reader Parade was a hit at both Hemlock Creek and Westwood
Elementary with the Kindergartners. They have worked diligently to become
readers and got to celebrate at the end of their unit with a celebration!
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The School District of West De Pere offers
developmental screening for preschoolaged children. The school district uses
census data to mail out the Ages and
Stages developmental questionnaires
throughout the year, asking parents to
complete the questionnaire and return it
promptly by mail. As the questionnaires
are returned, school professionals score
them and provide written feedback to
parents on the general developmental
readiness of their child(ren). In certain
circumstances, the school district will
invite children to participate in an
additional on-site screening. If you
would like to request a developmental
questionnaire, please call the Department
of Student Services at (920) 337-1393 ext.
8012.

Wow, what a great night we had at our
Family Bingo Blitz at Westwood! Thank
you to all that were able to come and join
us for burgers, books, bingo,
and a lot of fun!

Everyone had a blast at the 3rd and 4th grade
“I Love the 80’s” performance!

More 4th grad
e fun at the
Charlotte’s W
eb Fair

West De Pere Middle School PACT sponsored a 3on3 Basketball Tournament
Oct.12th-13th. This fundraiser directly supports our students and teachers
throughout the school, and we thank you for your support!

learning to
ers have been
celebrate
3rd grade read
To
!
ld
go
e
e they ar
a gold
on
t
read books lik
en
unit, they w
r
ei
th
!
of
d
en
of
the
a box gold
nt and found
scavenger hu

Fenton was ha
ppy to see ev
eryone
who made a
visit to the hi
gh school.
Thanks for st
opping in!

8th Grade Football
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In preparation for Global Read Aloud, some of our 7th graders got to virtually
meet a mystery class from somewhere in the US! They spent some time
asking/answering questions, trying to uncover where each classroom was
located. Over the next six weeks, all of the students will be reading the same
book, and connecting numerous times with their partner classroom in an
effort to make as many global connections as possible.
WWW.WDPSD.COM
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Making a Difference
My Team
Triumph

Cancer Walk

Sting Cancer’s Phantom Cancer Walk on
Sunday, October 13 was another success.
Although we had to move it indoors due
to the weather, we had almost 90 people
walk with us in support of those affected
by cancer. This year’s event raised over
$800! All money will be used towards
baskets given to people fighting cancer,
our honor dinner, and a scholarship.
If you know anyone who could use our
support, please contact Kari Besel or
Natasha Kempen at West De Pere High
School. Together, we will sting cancer!

Congratulations, Captain Tori and
Angels! Mrs. Coopman, Mrs. Verbeten,
and their sister Corrie were Tori’s angels
for the Bellin Women’s Half Marathon.
This was Tori’s first My Team Triumph
event. Tori is a student at our middle
school and is pictured with our middle
school Principal, Dr. Finley and
teachers Ms. Moeller, Mrs. Verbeten
and Mrs. Coopman along with
Tori’s mom Casey. Way to go, Tori
and team!

Turning lemonade into love for others
Hemlock Creek Elementary student
Kendall Rybacki hosted an all-day
lemonade stand in her West De Pere
neighborhood, donating all of the
proceeds to Children’s Hospital of
Milwaukee.
Not only was the lemonade stand
very well attended, but she raised
over $1,500 and gave a $1,200 check

to Children’s Hospital. She also spent
about $300 of her lemonade stand
proceeds on toys for kids in the
hospital.
After having so much success with her
first lemonade stand, Kendall plans
on hosting the stand every summer so
she can continue to make donations to
Children’s Hospital.

Senior Mentor Program

Student Outreach Program

The class of 2020 has 48 seniors who went to a mentor
training workshop at St. Norbert College given by Mr. Reiny
Klingeisen. These 48 seniors are now matched up with 48
freshmen in a one to one relationship. They began the school
year by helping freshmen with their orientation first day of
school activities. For the remainder of the school year the
seniors will look after their assigned freshman to assist them
with homework, social activities, and personal issues.

The Student Outreach Program is a suicide prevention
program. Each year a 3-hour training is held for new members.
This year, 26 new students were trained in early November to
learn about suicidality. These students are trained to become
confident in identifying signs of suicidality in their peers.
Depression, anger, anxiety, loneliness, isolation, sadness, drug
use, dangerous behaviors, and family problems are just some of
the signs that indicate a student is in distress and in need
of help.
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Congratulations to
Kate Schmoll, who
took 1st place
overall in a field
of 300 runners at
West Green Bay
Cross Country
Invitational.

HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

VOLLEYBALL
SENIORS

ART CLUB

Congratulations to
Cross Country runner
Lucius Janquart! He
took 1st place in the
boys’ race at the
Denmark Invitational
on October 10th. What
a great way to end the
season!

DANCE CLUB

Sports & Clubs

Activity Behavior
Expectations
On behalf of the student participants, coaches, advisors,
and event staff, we would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for your cooperation at the various activities
at West De Pere High School.
• All children kindergarten through 5th grade must be
accompanied by an adult to enter high school activities.
• All children kindergarten through 8th grade must remain
with their parents in the bleachers or other assigned
seating unless going to the restroom or concession
stand.
• All middle school and high school students must
present their school ID in order to attend a high school
activity free of charge. If no ID is presented, students
will be charged the admission fee.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DRUM LINE

All dates are subject to change.
For the most up-to-date information, please go to
www.bayconference.org

WDP HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Sports & Activity
Schedules
For the most up-to-date West De Pere
sports and activity schedules, please go to
www.bayconference.org. Choose “West De Pere”
and you will find today’s activities listed. For
specific schedules, select an activity in the
“View Schedules” list (below the calendar on the
right). Then click “View”. This will show you an
updated schedule for whatever activity you would
like to view. You can also reach the Bay Conference
website through the district website at www.wdpsd.
com (click on the high school webpage), or feel free
to contact the West De Pere Activities Office
at (920) 338-5229 with questions.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCCER

WWW.WDPSD.COM

WDP GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

MIDDLE SCHOOL
PHOTOGRAPHY
CLUB
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OCTOBER

Keeping Kids Safe Online Month

12 for $1200

The Technology Education Department is
excited to introduce a new college credit
agreement with the University of Wisconsin
-Green Bay! Four classes can now be taken
for up to 12 UWGB credits -Parametric
Modeling, Fundamentals of Drawing,
Fundamentals of Engineering, and Basic
Manufacturing Processes (Fall 2020). You
can sign up for the classes this spring.
Each class will be offered with an option
of receiving 3 credits from UWGB upon
successful completion of the course. This
new option offers a substantial savings on
tuition with each credit being $100 at West
De Pere High School compared to $328 at
UWGB. Class grading is also weighed on
a 5.0 grade scale. The credits will transfer
to most UW system colleges, Northern
Michigan, and Michigan Tech. If you would
like more information about these classes
please contact a Technology Education
Instructor CGlinski@wdpsd.com.

Is your child
college ready?
West De Pere High School
would like to welcome Lisa
Kingston from NWTC.
She can help students
with career exploration,
program shadows,
applying to a technical
college or a 4-year college,
filling out financial aid
forms, and final transition pieces. She will
be available to students/parents Thursdays
from 7:15 to 3:30 in the high school Library
Resource area. (Students can schedule an
appointment with Lisa by going to our
WDPHS website. Click Students, select
College and Career Coach Calendar) to
reserve a time with Lisa.
(Lisa.Kingston@nwtc.edu)
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One of the ways students learn about how to keep safe online is by using
Seesaw. Students learn to create appropriate posts, how to give good
feedback to others through comments, and only sharing information that is
okay to post online. Students are listening to an online safety themed picture
book during their library time. Mrs. Wathke has shared weekly online safety
tips during announcements and she also attended the October PTO meeting
to inform Westwood parents about online safety resources.

REX READER - WESTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Rex Reader stopped in to officially declare our 1st graders as
“Word Detectives.” They took an oath, signed a pledge, and even got
a badge with their very own picture on it. We are so proud of them all!

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WEST DE PERE

West De Pere

Dance

Author Visit
WDP dancers inducted into
the National Honor Society
this past week!

Author Jerry Pallotta visited Hemlock Creek. His non-fiction series,
Who Would Win? is just one of several of his books to have hit The New York
Times Bestseller list! Excitement for reading and writing books was alive!

WEST DE PERE HIGH SCHOOL

Choir News
Submitted by Laura Rollin

The West De Pere High School Choirs presented their fall
concert on October 22nd in the high school auditorium.
This performance featured a wide variety of music. The concert
concluded with a song performed by both high school choirs and the
8th grade choir from WDPMS, a tradition that started many years ago.
Reese Radloff was selected to sing in the 2019 Wisconsin School of Music
Association’s State Honors Mixed Choir. Reese was one of thousands of talented
singers who auditioned. This is one of the highest honors a high school music
student in Wisconsin can achieve. Congratulations to Reese!
Scotlyn Haverkorn, Allison Cook and Reese Radloff were selected to represent the
WDPHS Choir Program at the annual Wisconsin Choral Directors Association
All-State Treble Clef Choir in January at Lawrence University. These singers will
be participating in a two-day workshop with a world-renown conductor and will
perform in a concert open to the public at 6:00pm on Saturday, January 11th.
This concert will take place at the Lawrence University Chapel in Appleton.
Tickets are $10 and may be purchased through the Lawrence University Box
Office. Congratulations to Scotlyn, Allison, and Reese!

The WDP Dance Team would like
to thank all 4K-8th grade students
that joined us for the 2019 West De
Pere Dance Experience! Participants
were taught a variety of dance skills
as well as a fun pom routine that was
performed at half time at the West
De Pere Varsity Football Game on
October 18, 2019.
WWW.WDPSD.COM
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In the News...
Act One Competition
Great job at the District and Sectional
One Act Competitions, cast and crew!
Students have advanced to State!

CONGRATULATIONS

to the West De Pere Football team on a
great season! They finished with a
record of 11-1 and we are so proud of them!

WEEK 6 WSN FOOTBALL
PLAYER OF THE WEEK:

Oneida Youth Reps
Two WDP Seniors, Logan Hill and Alexa
Skenandore, traveled to Albuerque,
New Mexico as youth representatives of
Oneida Nation to attend the 76th Annual
Convention and Marketplace. They were
chosen by an Oneida Nation panel based
on their application, letter of interest,
and letters of recommendation. “This
was a great opportunity and it empowers
youth throughout Indian Country to
make decisions based on their views.”
Logan stated. Alexa also noted, “The
speakers really opened my eyes to
realizing that the youth have a voice, we
need to use our voices to become strong
leaders for our community.”

Josh Blount of West De Pere was selected as the Week
6 Player of the Week following a statewide vote on
WisSports.net. His big day helped take down Bay
Conference rival Menasha. He
was chosen from a strong group
of nominees in Week 6.
It was a fantastic match-up in
the Bay Conference, as Menasha
traveled to West De Pere.
There was a plethora of talent,
including West De Pere junior
quarterback Josh Blount, who
carried the ball 26 times for 393
yards and six touchdowns in the
game. West De Pere would hold
on for a 56-42 victory.
Congratulations to Josh Blount
and the rest of the West De Pere
Football Team!

Jamozzy Skenandore
West De Pere senior Jamozzy Skenandore tested his game on one of the best golf courses
in the country, Pebble Beach, thanks to the First Tee program. He had to write a 14 page
essay and he was chosen along with 77 others (out of 180 students) to participate. He got
to meet Jerry Kelly, also a Wisconsinite, who gave him tips about how to practice, hitting
points and other golfing advice. He is now taking those tools he learned and plans on
using them this spring during the Golf Team Season. Good luck to him and the
West De Pere Golf Team!
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Phantom Fun Run/Walk
Our 4th annual Hemlock Creek Phantom Fun Run in the books!
Thanks to all who helped with the event, our sponsors,
and to those who participated.

Open
Enrollment

Programs/Concerts

Programs and Concerts will be coming up soon.
You don’t want to miss out, so please go to the
School District of West De Pere website to see
when performances will take place.

Wisconsin’s public-school open enrollment
program allows parents to apply for their
children to attend school districts other
than the one in which they live. The
regular open enrollment application period
is from February 4-April 30, 2020. For
more information, please visit the open
enrollment web site at: dip/wi.gov/openenrollment or call the district office at
(920) 337-1393, extension 8025.

(Go to: http://www.wdpsd.com/
Select your school, under Quick Links
select the November Newsletter
for more information)

STUDENT CHANGE OF ADDRESS
It’s imperative that we have correct address information for students and parents/guardians. Any change of address and
contact information should be promptly reported to the school office of attendance. Under certain circumstances, state
law permits a student to continue to attend school in a district even after they move out of that district. Please contact
the school office of your student’s attendance or the district office for more information.

Free and Reduced Meal Programs
WEST DE PERE HIGH SCHOOL

DONOR BRICK PAVERS
Cement the name of a loved one in West De
Pere history with a personalized brick
that will be set in the plaza area of the football
stadium or baseball field.
*for more information contact Stacy Schaetz
sschaetz@wdpsd.com • (920) 337-1393 ext.8025

The School District of West De Pere has free and reduced meal
programs available to families at any time during the school year.
These programs are based on federal income levels. Any student who
qualifies for free or reduced lunch will also qualify for free or reduced
breakfast. Any kindergarten student who qualifies for free or reduced
meals will also qualify for free kindergarten milk break milks.
Should you have any questions regarding student accounts or free/
reduced meal applications, please contact Diane at (920) 337-1393
ext. 8023. If you have any questions regarding the Food Service
Department, please contact Casey at (920) 337-1393 ext. 8045.
~This institution is an equal opportunity provider~

WWW.WDPSD.COM

Page 11

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WEST DE PERE
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

2020 WDP School

Board of Education

Spring Elections

Are you interested in making a difference in your School
District? Then the following information will be of interest to
you!
The present three-year term for School Board members Joe
Bergner and Jenni Fuss will expire on April 27, 2020. An
election will be held on April 7, 2020 to elect school board
members to a three-year term.
If you’re a West De Pere School District resident and interested
in running for a school board position, you can pick up the
necessary papers to declare your candidacy after November 27,
2019, but before the 5:00 p.m. January 7, 2020 deadline. If we
have five or more candidates for the spring election, a primary
will be held on February 18 2020, to narrow the field from five
candidates to three. The final three candidates will have their
names on the spring election ballot.
Declaration of Candidacy papers can be obtained during
normal business hours at the District Office at 400 Reid St.,
Suite W, De Pere.

Board of Education Meetings
School District of West De Pere residents are cordially
invited to attend regular board meetings held once a month,
5:30pm, at the District Offices, 400 Reid St., Suite W (Reid
Street Crossing, second floor) unless otherwise posted. An
opportunity is provided at each meeting for citizens to address
our Board of Education. Please visit our district webpage at:
www.wdpsd.com/board-of-education/ or call the District
Office (920) 337-1393 to confirm the meeting date, time and
location.
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US Postage
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IN CASE OF
INCLEMENT WEATHER
The school will conduct weatherrelated notifications via technology
communications called School
Messenger. This service allows the
district to communicate rapidly
with parents/guardians through
voice, text, and email messages.
Information that is currently stored in PowerSchool
will be used to send these notifications. If you need this
information changed for your child(ren) please contact
the school. The district will continue to notify local radio
and television stations for school delays, early closing,
and cancellations. Please do not call the school unless it
is an emergency. Calling the schools hinders our efforts
to communicate the news effectively. Parents are asked to
have a plan in place for their children’s supervision and
care in the event a school day is altered due to inclement
weather or other emergencies.
Please consider donating
new or gently used winter
clothing of all sizes to our
schools. We need warm
winter coats, snow pants,
boots, mittens, and hats.
The donated items will go
to students who forgot
or cannot afford winter
clothing. Donations can
be dropped off in the main
office of any of our school buildings. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the school social
worker, Brooke DeWane (920) 655-6267.

For Capital Project
Updates, go to the
West De Pere School
District website
(www.wdpsd.com)
Home page and look
under Quick Links
for the link.
CREATIVE WRITING CLUB
Page 12

THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WEST DE PERE

