WESTWOOD NEWSLETTER
March 2020
A Message From Dr. Lau
“At Westwood, Every Dream Matters.”

Dates to Remember
March 2-5

Read Across America Week

March 3

PTO Meeting 6:30pm

March 4

Dugre & Nooyen to Happy Joe’s

March 6

Family Game Night 6:00-8:00pm

March 9-13

Artist In Residency: Paul Ninham

March 12

Austin, Lokken, Slattery to
Fallen Timbers

March 13

Kennedy, Schneider, VanLaanen
to Fallen Timbers

March 19

Park West Dental visits WW 4K

March 20

EARLY DISMISSAL @ 11:50
NO 4K / NO LUNCH

March 23-27

NO SCHOOL—SPRING BREAK

I really like this saying. In fact we like that saying
so much at Westwood, it’s on the back of our
staff shirts this year. I’m sure we have all had
dreams and continue to have dreams. If you are
like me, some of your dreams have come true,
some are still in progress, and some may have
not come true. But when I think of what was present when my dreams came true, I always had
support. That support came from friends, family,
and teachers. I cannot remember a time in which
I achieved a dream on my own. Someone was
always there to encourage me, challenge me, and
to support me when I had a set-back. When my
dreams become reality they also became bigger
than me, they became a shared dream of everyone who had supported me.
As we enter March, it’s a good time to think
about the dreams of our children and our students. Spring is a wonderful time to consider
how we can help the dreams of our children and
students continue to stay alive. Dreams need to
be validated and supported. Even when a dream
seems like it cannot be achieved, it still deserves
to be recognized. Some of the greatest people in
history achieved dreams that others said could
not be done. We have talented thinkers, problemsolvers, dancers, artists, musicians, artists, and
creators at Westwood. Let’s all work together to
make sure every one of their dreams matters.
Enjoy the month of March and the beginning of
spring.
Dr. Lau

A Little Bit of Business
Registration Information

Westwood Class Planning 2020-21

The School District of West De Pere recently held registration for children who are planning to attend 4K
or Kindergarten in the fall of 2020. If you missed the
Registration, and your child does not attend our 4K
Program, please register your child as soon as possible at your school of residence: Hemlock Creek Elementary School or Westwood Elementary School. To
be eligible for enrollment, your child must turn 4 (4K)
or 5 (K) years of age on or before September 1, 2020,
and live in the West De Pere School District. We ask
that you bring a your child’s birth certificate and immunization records along with your proof of residency when you come to register.

Parent requests for classroom placements for the
2020-21 school year will be considered based on
your child’s educational needs. Parent requests
need to be submitted in writing to Dr. Lau by Friday, April 17th. As you work through your decision to request a teacher, please try to avoid asking your child’s present teacher to recommend a
specific teacher. We are confident that we have
an excellent staff. With your support, your child
will be successful in any setting. Requests will be
taken into consideration, but are not guaranteed.
We work to make sure our classrooms are balanced as much as possible.

Wisconsin Open Enrollment
Wisconsin’s public school enrollment program allows parents to apply for their children to attend school districts other than the one in which they live. Open enrollment application dates for the 2020-2021 school
year are February 3 – April 30. If you have moved out of the district, and wish for your child to remain at
the West De Pere Schools, please pick up an Open Enrollment information and Change of Address form at
the school office or at the District Office. By state law, the April 30 deadline cannot be extended. The State
will not allow any exceptions to this timeline.
For more information, please visit the open enrollment website (below) or pick up a brochure from the
school office. http://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment.

Developmental Screening

Volunteer Background Checks

The West De Pere School District offers developmental screening
for preschool-aged children. The school district uses census data to
mail out the Ages and Stages developmental questionnaires throughout the year, asking parents to complete the questionnaire and return it
promptly by mail. As the questionnaires are returned, school professionals score them and provide written feedback to parents on the
general developmental readiness of their child(ren). In certain circumstances, the school district will invite children to participate in an additional on-site screening.. If you would like to request a developmental
questionnaire, please call the Department of Student Services at our
district office, (920) 337-1393 ext. 8012.

If you would like to be a volunteer in the classrooms or go on
fieldtrips, please complete a volunteer application form that
includes a background check. These are available in the
school office or on our website. An approved background
check must be on file before you can work with students. Any
background checks approved are valid for three years. You
do not need to apply every year. If you are wondering if yours
is still valid, please call the office at (920) 337-1087 ext. 1315.
Volunteer background forms for this year will not be processed after March 15, 2020.

Attention 5th Grade Parents
Immunization Requirements for Students Entering 6th Grade
The Wisconsin Student Immunization law requires that all students entering the 6th grade receive a dose of
Tdap vaccine. To be compliant with the school law, parents must provide their student’s school with proof of
immunization or claim a waiver.
1. What is Tdap? Tdap is a vaccine that protects against Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis (whooping
cough).
2. What do Parents need to do? Have your child vaccinated with Tdap vaccine if he or she has not already
received the vaccine or to claim a waiver for health, religious or personal convictions reasons.
3. Return the completed Student Immunization Record to your student’s school
For more information about the Wisconsin Student Immunization Law, visit the Wisconsin immunization
website at www.dhfs.state.wi.us/immunization. Please feel free to call our District Nurse if you have any
questions at (920) 337-1087 ext. 8031.

A Little Bit of Fun
District Wide and Regional Spelling Bees
Two finalists from 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades competed in the District Spelling Bee at the Middle School on January 17th. Mya Wurm was the last Westwood speller standing and eared a spot to compete in the Regional
Bee at Edison Middle School on February 17th. Since
Mya wasn’t able to compete in the event, Daniel
Lin competed in her
place and won the Regional Bee for the second year in a row! He
will once again compete
in the state competition
March 7th in Madison.

Good Luck Danny!
Pictured, from left: Becket Laabs, Danny Lin, Lamarion Forseth, Ashley Dunham, Isla Wurm and Mya Wurm.

National Geographic GeoChallenge

We mixed some
learning and a bit
of fun with
Professor Gizmo
as our Scientist
in Residence.

Jane Tomashek led a team of
six students from Mrs. Lutz’s
5th grade class at Westwood
to enter the National Geographic GeoChallenge. The
national contest challenges
students to tackle real-world
problems through projectbased learning. The theme of
this year’s competition was
Tackling Plastic. The students
researched, planned, designed, then created a solution to our
planet’s plastic problem. The students are pictured with their
solution, a net to be placed in rivers and streams that catches
the plastic that sinks and floats, but has an opening in the middle to allow fish, plants, and animals to flow through. Pictured
back row, from left: Griffin Fuss, Reid Yells, Jake Markowski,
Daniel Lin, and Molly Crooks; and Jane Tomashek (in front.)

Information You Should know

Early Dismissal
March 20th at 11:50
No 4K / No Lunch served

Spring Break
Classes will not be in session

Monday, March 23rd
through

Friday, March 27th

Summer School 2020
Elementary and Middle School Summer School 2020
The 2020 Summer School program will run Wednesday,
June 10th - Tuesday, June 30th. The course booklet will
be released for viewing on the District website on March
31st. Online registration will open on Tuesday, April 7th
and remain open till Friday, April 17th.
Kindergarten Camp 2020
Hemlock Creek and Westwood Elementary Schools will
host Kindergarten Camp August 17th-20th. The camp is
open to students that are registered to attend kindergarten in the School District of West De Pere this
fall. Online registration will run May 12th - 22nd.
For additional information please visit our website
www.wdpsd.com

(classes resume Monday, March 30)

A Few Reminders
Student Fees for 2019-20

Change of Address or Phone Number

We are still collecting student fees for all students whose parents have not paid or have not received an approved waiver
due to a free and reduced lunch status. Checks can be written
to West De Pere School District and brought to the office or
sent in with your student. Payments can also be made on line
by visiting our district website, listed below, and clicking on the
quick link for online fee payment. Fees are as follows: 4K—
$15.00, Kindergarten & 1st—$40.00 and 2nd-5th—$45.00.
http://www.wdpsd.com/

Please make sure to keep your address and telephone numbers up
to date in the school office. If you are just changing your phone number you can send a note or call the office to let us know. If you are
moving, you will need to complete a Change of Address form.
They can be sent home with your student or you can stop in the office to pick one up. If you are moving out of the West De Pere school
district but wish to have your child remain at Westwood for the rest
of the school year, please call the office for a Tuition Waiver form.
Please note that you will be responsible for transportation if you live
outside the district.

Parking and Dismissal

Cafeteria Information

Over the past few weeks the office has received multiple
complaints regarding the traffic in the front parking lot
at dismissal. The complaints have included cars not
parking in the right spots, cars stopping in the wrong
places, and inattentive driving while children are crossing the driveway. Please exercise patience at the end of
the day. We believe that when everyone is patient, the
driveway is cleared within 15 minutes after dismissal.

Westwood offers breakfast each morning from
8:20 to 8:35am for the cost of $1.90. Students must arrive before 8:35 if they want to eat
breakfast. If you plan to eat lunch with your student and would like to order school lunch, please
call the office to let us know prior to 9:00am so
that we can include it in our daily lunch count.
An adult lunch costs $4.00. Thank you for your
cooperation.

The safety of children should always come first.

Please note that no breakfast is served on late
starts and no lunch is served on early dismissal
days.

Updates from our Westwood PTO

PTO is “Springing” Ahead!
We’re just a few days away from moving our clocks forward for daylight savings time, but the Westwood PTO has so many awesome things planned to
support our kids and families that it feels like we’re springing ahead, too!
Friday, March 6 - Gnome Game Night. The place to be next Friday night is…right back at
school! The great people at Gnome Games will be here from 6-8 p.m. with a ton of games
for your family to try out – you’re sure to find some classics but discover lots of new favorites, too! Enjoy freshly popped popcorn as you play. Sign up here.
Sunday, April 5 - Westwood Movie Day at De Pere Cinema. Our always popular (and FREE!)
family movie day is booked at the De Pere Cinema, so make sure it’s booked on your calendar, too. More info to come, but the show will start at 11 a.m.
Friday, June 12 –Golf Outing at Mid-Vallee. The West De Pere golf outing is a long-standing
tradition for our community, but this is only the second year that all proceeds raised go to
Westwood PTO – but it’s already become our largest fundraiser of the year! If you like to
golf (or know someone who does!), we guarantee a great time for a great cause. Save the
date – more info (and online registration) coming soon!
And this is just the tip of the iceberg of all the things we have going on in the Westwood PTO!
Thanks to the many NEW parents who have getting involved in ways they enjoy, we are doing
more to advance our mission:
To support the education of children at Westwood Elementary and foster relationships among the
school, parents, and teachers. We do this by providing important resources and opportunities that
enhance the lives of the students, teachers, staff and parents.
Remember, ALL parents are members! Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Westwood library. No one home to watch the kids? No problem – bring them along! (We have volunteer high school students coming to watch them.) Tuesdays don’t work? Just contact us at

