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Introduction
This is the second addendum to the fall District Student Performance Report: 2014-15 Student Data,
which provides and update on growth data that relates to the 2014-15 school year and was just recently
released by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) in late March 2016.
Median Student Growth Percentiles (mSGP) data was not received from NJDOE until spring of the
current school year for the previous school year. For this reason, student growth data is being presented
in the spring for the previous school year as an addendum to report released this past fall. An interesting
note and added complication in the delayed reporting is the fact that the mSGP data is used in the final,
summative teacher evaluations for educators in tested grades/subjects. Thus, the summative scores for
a teacher’s yearly performance have experienced the same delay – they were not completed until this
spring following the evaluative school year. These final evaluations are in the process of being internally
certified, and will be finalized mid-May 2016.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND GROWTH
For each of the tested grade levels reviewed in this addendum that demonstrate year-to-year growth
(Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8) , there is a chart summarizing growth information, which is intended to give
greater meaning to the changes in student performance over time. It must be kept in mind that these
growth data show growth from the NJASK student assessment that was previously administered yearly
to track student and teacher performance and progress, to the completely new and vastly different
PARCC assessment, which is a measure that claims to assess Career and College Readiness.
Each student with two subsequent test scores available (an NJASK score for 2013-14 and a PARCC score
for 2014-15) is given a Student Growth Percentile (SGP), and these SGPs place students into one of three
growth categories, compared with “academic peers” who performed similarly on the NJASK assessment
in 2013-14. Students receiving growth scores in the “low” range are those who performed lower than 35
percent of that student’s academic peers on the subsequent PARCC assessment in 2014-15. Those who
receive a growth score in the “typical” range scored higher than 35 to 65 percent of their academic
peers. And finally, students in the “high” range scored higher than 65 percent of academic peers from
one year to the next. Grade-level median SGPs (mSGPs) for each subject area and grade are also
provided in the boxes in the center of growth charts. An mSGP can be described as follows: A grade-level
mSGP of 35 in language arts means that the median student’s growth percentile in language arts in that
grade was 35. Half of the students in that grade received a higher SGP, and half received a lower SGP.
Growth for the class of 2023 from Grade 3 to Grade 4 is presented below. Over forty percent (51.6%)
were categorized as having made “low growth” in Math with a median SGP of 33. Slightly more than
one-quarter (31.9%) were categorized as having made “typical growth” in math, while “high growth”
among students was only 16.5 percent. The median SGP for this group in language arts was 34. “Low
growth” for LAL was 51.1 percent with 28.9 percent demonstrating “typical growth.” One-fifth (20%)
were categorized as having made “high growth.”

Growth for the class of 2022 from grade 4 to grade 5 in mathematics and LAL is presented below. In
math, 51.1 percent of students demonstrated “low growth,” about one-fifth (21.1%) demonstrated
“typical growth,” and slightly more than one-quarter (20.4%) “high growth.” The mathematics mSGP for
this group was 32.5. In language arts, 43.3 percent of students were “low growers,” with about a third
(35.6%) demonstrating “typical growth” and one-fifth (21.1%) “high growth.” The LAL mSGP was 38.

Growth for the class of 2021 from Grade 5 to Grade 6 is presented below. In mathematics, less than a
quarter (23.2%) demonstrated “low growth,” with slightly more than one third distributed in the
“typical” and “high growth” categories (37.9% and 38.9%, respectively). The math mSGP was 54. In LAL,

growth was somewhat evenly distributed with about one-third of students falling into each of the three
growth categories of “low,” “typical,” and “high” (39.4%, 29.8%, and 30.9%, respectively). The LAL mSGP
was 44.5.

Growth for the class of 2020 from Grade 6 to Grade 7 is presented below. In mathematics the
proportion of students who demonstrated “low growth” approached half (45.3%) with slightly more
than one quarter distributed in the “typical” and “high growth” categories (29.5% and 25.3%,
respectively). The math mSGP was 36.

In LAL, growth was somewhat evenly distributed with about one-third of students falling into each of the
three growth categories of “low,” “typical,” and “high” (28.0%, 32.3%, and 39.8%, respectively). The LAL
mSGP was 58.
Because so many students in New Jersey took the Algebra I exam in Grade 8, academic peer groups
were not created for students who took the Grade 8 PARCC in mathematics. In LAL for the class of 2019,
the percentage of students demonstrating “low growth” from grade 7 to grade 8 approached 50%
(45.8%) with 34.7 percent in “typical,” and 19.4 percent in “high” growth categories. The mSGP for LAL
was 40.5.
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