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J

ohn Maciha, class of 1951, composed
The Cadet Prayer, a beautiful reflection
on his time at SCA and the lessons he
learned as a cadet. Prayer cards are now
available for students, alumni, and other
friends of SCA.
John attended St. Catherine’s
Academy from 6th-8th grade and
remained a devoted alumnus and good
friend throughout his life.

Most notably, John created and
updated detailed facilities plans to guide
the school in maintaining its buildings and
campus. John also served on our board of
directors. He was recognized as a

Distinguished Graduate in 2001 and as the
Golf Tournament Honoree in 2015.
Following his time at SCA, John
attended Mater Dei High School and CSU
Long Beach. He proudly served in the
Coast Guard and built a successful career
in property management. He wrote
several books and operating guidelines on
the subject and generously shared his
expertise with schools and other
nonprofits.
John passed away on September 23,
2015 and is survived by his wife, three
sons, seven grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.

The Cadet Prayer
Dear Lord, you have placed me
in the arms of wisdom, learning,
dedication, care, humility, and
good example.
Please let me absorb this wealth of
your kindness, so that I will always
recognize my Christ-like mission
in the life you have so
graciously provided.
My heart honors your loving gifts
and praises you in thanksgiving
for these precious moments
as a cadet of St. Catherine’s Academy.
John Maciha, Class of 1951

John Maciha, class of 1951, wrote
“The Cadet Prayer.”
To request a prayer card, email
dev2@
stcatherinesacademy.org
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Greetings From Our Administrator/Principal

D

ear Friends,

800 Years ago, St. Dominic de Guzman
founded the Dominican Order! Happy
Anniversary to all of our Dominican Priests,
Brothers, Sisters, and to you—our Dominican
Family!
Dominic’s motto: To Praise, To Bless, and
To Preach, is shouted out throughout our entire

world. Let us all continue to preach the Gospel to
whomever we meet in our lives. Let us carry Christ
in all that we are!
Wonderful days are happening at St.
Catherine’s Academy! We continue to be daily
grateful for our alumni, our families, our friends
and our present boys! We are all about our boys
and our call is to challenge them to be the best
they can be as God created them to be. After 127
years of life as the most wonderful boys’ Catholic
school with a military tradition, we keep learning
of bigger and better ways to assist our cadets and
to give them strong and loving direction!
We continue to “raise the bar” in technology.
Our online tech books challenge the boys in social
studies, science, and Spanish. In addition, our boys
continue to dazzle everyone with their superb
marching and drilling skills. We are so proud of
them.
We celebrated the Dominican Charism at our
Formation Day in May, and this is a wonderful
example of how our boys become stronger in the
persons God has created them to become. We see
God in each of them, and they are learning to see
God in each other! What a joy it is to watch our
students grow into wonderful young men. When
introducing SCA to new friends, we sometimes say
that St. Catherine’s is “more than a school, and
more than you think.” How true this is!
Special thanks to all of you who were “up for
the challenge” of supporting our renovations

Congratulations to Sister Johnellen, who was honored by her alma mater,
Sacred Heart High School in Los Angeles with the Mother Pia Backes
Award, which recognizes individuals for outstanding and generous service to
Catholic education and for commitment to living Mother Pia’s call to serve the
young, the poor, and the vulnerable.

challenge grant. Thanks to your overwhelming
generosity and goodness, Shea Family Charities funded
the remaining costs to resurface our black top and put a
new air conditioning system in the school. Additional
contributions have also allowed us to install air
conditioning in the convent bedrooms and update the
Sisters’ dining room. I invite you to read more about
these renovations and our beautiful campus on page 4!
Please be assured of our daily prayers for each of
you as we thank God for your “part of the heart” of
our family and for being the pulse of the life of St.
Catherine’s. Please come visit whenever you can! We
love to welcome you!
May our God wrap you with deep joy and
everlasting peace!
With a loving and grateful heart –
Your,

Sister Johnellen Turner, OP
Administrator/Principal
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Congratulations to the Class of 2016

C


















ongratulations to our newest alumni! The class of 2016 continue their educations at a number of prestigious
high schools across the United States and Mexico, including:

Army and Navy Academy
The Athenian School
Bishop Montgomery HS
Centro Escolar Picacho McGregor
Colegio Álamos
Colegio Campoverde
Instituto Cumbres León
Instituto Cumbres Lomas
Instituto Cumbres San Javier
Instituto Cumbres Tijuana
Liceo del Valle
Murrieta Valley HS
Newland School
Palos Verdes Peninsula HS
Samueli Academy
Santa Margarita Catholic HS
Secundaria Bilingue Albert Einstein






Servite HS
Tecnologico de Monterrey
Torrance HS
Troy HS





Vincent Memorial Catholic HS
Western Christian HS
Woodbridge HS

We’ll miss you! Best of luck in high school!
In Their Words: From the Class of 2016
What is your favorite SCA memory?
“My favorite memory is when I finally received my
Green & Silver Cord during a reporting period. I felt so
proud of myself that day.”
“My favorite SCA memory was getting baptized; I
would like to thank everyone here for supporting me.”

What is the most valuable lesson
you learned at SCA?
“I learned many things here, yet the most important is
to be who God meant me to be and I will set the world
on fire.”

“Don't give up, try hard and friendship.”

“Having fun in the dorm.”

“How to be more independent.”

What are you excited to do in High
School?

“How to be organized and to take responsibility for my
studies.”

“I am most excited to go into the engineering class.”

What will you miss most about SCA?

“In high school I want to use the skills that I learned
here at SCA so that other people can see them and
apply them.”

“The brotherhood, without a doubt.”

“Get my driver’s license”

“I will miss being with people from all over the world
and the military program.”

Esprit de Corps

Fall 2016

Page 4

New Cadet Scholarship Campus Receives Award

C

ongratulations to cadet Michael Salvo, who was
awarded The Purple Heart Foundation
Scholarship. In 2001, the Purple Heart Foundation and
American Military Colleges and Schools of the United
States (AMCSUS) established this scholarship to
benefit students whose parents or grandparents served
in the US Military. This is the first year that an SCA
cadet received the prestigious award.
Michael was presented with this award, which
came with a Purple Heart Foundation medal,
certificate, and $500 scholarship during June Drill.

S

t. Catherine’s Academy received the 2016
Institutional Property Award from Anaheim
Beautiful. This
annual award
recognizes the efforts
of homeowners and
businesses who
enhance and beautify
properties in
Anaheim.
This special recognition comes
after a year of tremendous campus
renovations. We extend our abundant
gratitude to Shea Family Charities,
SCA’s Board of Directors, and YOU—
our alumni and friends for making the
following updates possible:





Resurfacing of all asphalt areas
Replacement of air conditioning in school building
Renovation of Sisters’ dining room
Installation of air conditioning in convent

Just completed: Improvements to our four dormitories.
Stay tuned for more information!

In The Classroom: Seismic Science Lesson

S

cience students studied tectonic plate movement
and its effect on the earth. As an extension,
they also studied various design aspects required to
build tall, safe structures that can withstand the
energy of earthquakes. The boys were provided a
budget and were asked to purchase from a list of
supplies those which they thought would be most
effective. They then designed, built, tested, and
rebuilt their structures, culminating in a final class
test where one structure was deemed the best!

Esprit de Corps

Fall 2016
Page 5

Cadets in Action
Spring Sacraments
Bishop Kevin Vann presided over seven Baptisms, six First Eucharists, and three
Confirmations for SCA cadets on May 6. This was the first time in many years
that St. Catherine’s Academy offered baptismal catechesis for students and
parents; it was set in motion by two 8th graders who asked to be baptized before
graduating.

Heritage Day
Cadets in 2nd and 3rd grade celebrated Heritage Day. Each student presented
information on the country or countries of his ancestors and brought in tasty
treats for everyone to try. Bolivia, China, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Korea,
Mexico, the Philippines, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Vietnam were represented!

Daily Adoration
The St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel is now open Monday—Thursday during lunch
time so that cadets can participate in adoration. Many students and staff choose
to take advantage of this sacred time to be with the Blessed Sacrament.

Alumni Support
Coach Greg Jones, class of 1976, and resident students attended a Servite
volleyball game to cheer on alumnus Garrett Halsey, class of 2013. SCA’s own
varsity volleyball team earned 4th place overall in the PAL Championship
Tournament.

Jog-A-Thon/Jump Rope for Heart
Cadets were running and jumping at the chance to fight Friedreich’s Ataxia and
heart disease during the 16th annual jog-a-thon. The dual fundraiser raised
awareness and important funds for the Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance
(FARA) and the American Heart Association (AHA).
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Calling All Alumni!
Alumni Updates

Q: What was your favorite or proudest piece of St. Catherine’s
bling (ribbons, cords, patches, medals, etc.) and why?
A: The bling was fine - but the uniform itself was my favorite. It set us
apart from other schools, it bound us together as a unit, it was part of a
tradition that reached back (and forward) in a long green line that
celebrates tradition and continuity. It is a vital part of establishing esprit de
corps. The bling tells a story of how the individual cadet navigates the
journey of his time at St. Catherine's for those boys whose families gave
them the greatest gift a boy could receive.
—Mark McElrath, Class of 1977
A: What Mark said... That said, all of my rifle range medals to include my
Expert Medal!
—Robin Sateriale, Class of 1982
A: National Sojourners Award
because this organization promoted
Americanism.
—Jesus Valdiviezo, Class of 1987
Our cadets ran into Jesus at the Burbank Parade in April!

A: Grand Knight Patch representing service of 50 Masses as an altar boy
and American Legion Award Ribbon. These were my two proudest
achievements since they were rare honors. Thanks for asking.
—Duk Hwan Chun, Class of 1986
A: Oddly enough, it was the green cord for good behavior. When I was
there, I rarely kept it long enough to get promoted.
—Baron Rupprecht, Class of 1997

Jean-Paul Lewis, class of 1989, graduated from
Western Michigan University Law School in 2001.
After law school, he worked for T-Mobile USA at
corporate headquarters in the legal department. In
August 2006, he fulfilled his lifelong dream and
opened his own law firm in Hartford, Connecticut,
Lewis Legal Services, LLC—celebrating 10 years in
business this year! He cites the work ethic and
religious practice developed at St. Catherine's as his
inner strength and thinks back to praying the rosary
at bedtime in the dorms on a daily basis.
Andras Marton, class of 1985, was promoted to
the rank of Colonel in the U.S. Army Judge
Advocate General's Corps, and transfered from the
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort
Rucker, to the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), Fort Campbell, Kentucky. LTC Roland
Miraco, class of 1985, (a Fifth through Eighth
Grade St. Catherine's
classmate of Andras's)
attended the
ceremony. Andras
assumed duties as the
Division Staff Judge
Advocate before
deploying in support
of Operation Inherent
Resolve.
Lawrence Lundin, class of 1969, recently moved
to Mesa, Arizona to work as a Talent Advisor/
Technical Recruiter for Intel. His daughter Laura is
Commanding Officer of Oscar Company, 4th
Marine Training Battalion in Parris Island, South
Carolina. Laura was promoted to Captain this past
April.
Mark Weber, class of 1969, retired from the
California Department of Corrections as a
Lieutenant in 2006 and became a stay-at-home
father to his newborn daughter (his fourth child).
For the last 1.5 years, he has taken over the family
farm and manages 170 acres of oranges.

We Want Your News!
Next Alumni Question:
What was your most memorable field trip as a
St. Catherine’s Academy cadet?
Send responses to development@stcatherinesacademy.org
or SCA ~ 215 N. Harbor Blvd. ~ Anaheim, CA 92805 Attn: Advancement

Send updates about school, family,
career, anything!
Email:
development@stcatherinesacademy.org
Mail: SCA Advancement
215 N. Harbor Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92805
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Alum’s Film Chosen by Cannes Film Festival

A

n award-winning director and a proud bilingual
Mexican-American, Olicer Muñoz, class of 1994,
earned an M.F.A. in directing from the prestigious American
Film Institute. With his unique perspective, Olicer writes and
directs enriching films, TV shows, and commercials.
Olicer recently completed “Silent Soldier,” a cinematic
period piece about two opposing snipers who are hunting
each other, but end up facing a much greater challenge.
“Silent Soldier” made its world premier this May at the
Cannes 2016 Short Film Corner, an online showcase for
selected films. “Silent Soldier” stars SSG Tyr May, whom
Olicer met while working as a coach at SCA.

Leading up to his directorial debut as a feature film
director, Olicer worked with
Academy Award winning
producer, Arnold Shapiro, as his
story producer for a variety of
documentary series. Olicer
works diligently around the
clock writing screenplays,
directing films, and producing
TV documentaries. Building on
his accomplishments, Olicer is
molding a distinct style to gain
recognition in the profession of
writing/directing feature films.

High School Reunion Brings Home Young Alums

A

lumni from the classes of 2012-2015 returned “home”
for the 7th Annual High
School Reunion for Young
Alumni. Approximately 20
alumni attended the event,
including Father Michael
Pontarelli, OSM, class of
1969, who celebrated Mass.

Updates from our HS alumni:
Ugo Akabike, class of 2012, received Servite High School’s
Principal’s Leadership Award, presented to a humble,
honorable, and academically strong graduating senior who
consistently perseveres over difficult situations by actively
living the Servite formation themes. Ugo will attend the
University of Oregon.

Luke Fahmy, class of 2012, graduated from Servite High
School with High Honors (top 10 students). He was also
recognized as a National Merit Scholarship Commended
Student and a life member of the California Scholarship
Federation. He will attend UC San Diego.
Andrew Gal, class of 2013, attends Santa Margarita
Catholic High School. He has been a member of the steel
drums ensemble, marching band, and volleyball team since
freshman year. Andrew also plays middle blocker with
Balboa Bay Volleyball Club.

Bruno Gracian, class of 2012, graduated from Culver
Military Academy in northern Indiana where he was captain
of the rugby team. Bruno will attend Instituto Tecnológico
Autónomo de México (ITAM) in Mexico City.
Robert Harraka, class of 2015, is proud to have earned
and renewed his President's Scholarship, and to have earned
High Honors at Servite HS. He trains throughout the year as
the goalkeeper for a soccer club and school team. During
the summer, he played in a soccer tournament in France
with players from other countries. He is learning Mandarin
at Servite, and plans to spend several weeks in China next
year on an immersion trip.
Ryan McMahon, class of 2015, attends Mater Dei High
School. He reports that Mater Dei is awesome, and earth
science is his favorite class. He is a member of the football
team and also has his driver’s permit.
Tristan Sherman, class of 2013, achieved the rank of
Eagle Scout.
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Back To School

S

U.S. Postage

chool is back in session! Approximately 160 cadets started school at SCA on
August 22. We are excited for a wonderful year of learning and growing!

What are you looking forward to this year?
“The 8th Grade Dance” - Michael H.
“The Military Program and getting ribbons, medals, and trophies.” - Emilio P.
“I am excited about the weekends.”—Andres H. (Resident Student)
“Geometry class”—Louis Y.
“I am most excited about the leadership program.”—Nick L.
“To learn English”—Bruno G.
“Science experiments”—Lorenzo M.
“This year I am excited about making new friends.”—Ryan B.
“We have wonderful young men and I am already impressed with them! It will
be a great year of learning!” - Sister Johnellen, OP
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