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Purpose of Evening

● Questions submitted by parents
● Committee work progress



“
What is the implementation plan for 

6-8? 

A: It hasn’t been decided yet. 



“Overview of Questions:
1. General Questions

2. Questions Related to High School
3. Who Else is Implementing SBG?
4. Motivation and Achievement
5. Questions about K-5
6. Reporting Progress



1.

General Questions



“
➔ What is standards based grading?
➔ Why is standards based grading better than 

regular grades?
➔ What data is available?
➔ Why would our students benefit from a 

standards based grading system?

See presentation from Oct. 5, 2016

http://www.ogschool.org/curriculum/standards-based-reporting


Why do we give grades?

“Traditional grading promotes a culture of gathering points, not indicating learning.”

-Ken O’Connor

“The primary goal of grading and reporting is communication...When used well, 
they provide vital information to students, parents, and teachers that can be used to 
enhance both teaching and learning.”

-Thomas Guskey



Why Standard Based Grading and Reporting?

● Previous systems based on what students ‘earn’ instead of ‘learn’

● Reporting of student learning is misaligned with current best practices in 
teaching and learning (Instruction is standards based)

● Measure of how well a student is learning in relation to standards

● Allows for consistency within the grade and across the grades



What does Standards Based Grading and Reporting mean?

● Learning is reported by targets

● Learning is reported on a “standards based key”, 
        that describes to what extent a student has 
        mastered targets

● Student Learning Characteristics are reported 
        separately from mastery of targets



Why Change?

● Students, parents, and teachers will receive more information about:
○ What students are expected to learn
○ Strengths and weaknesses specific to subjects

● Single letter grade is not able to show strengths and weaknesses within a 
subject or content area

● Performance on standards has a direct impact on student learning
○ Students are able to understand what they need to know to be successful for preparation 

for the following grade level
○ From….. “How can I get an A in math?”
○ To…… “I need to work on ordering fractions.”



Traditional Grading System 
& Standards Based Grading

Traditional Grading System:

Student #1: 62%, 55%, 66%, 61% , 60%

Student #2: 0%,    7%,  98%, 100%, 95%

*Both of these students would 
receive a D, for a letter grade. 

What does this show about student 
mastery of the standard?

Standards Based Grading System:

Student #1: 2, 1, 2, 2, 2

Student #2: 1, 1, 3, 4, 3

What does this show about student 
learning toward mastery of the 

standard?



When students have opportunities to examine 
their work in light of known criteria and 
performance standards they begin to shift their 
orientation from “What did I get?” to “Now I 
know what I need to do to improve.”

-Jay McTighe, Educational Leadership



The Research is clear….

● The most important purpose for grades is to provide information or 
feedback to students and parents (again, communication)

● The best referencing system for grading is content-specific learning goals

● Feedback (grades) should reflect what students know and are able to do

After reviewing nearly 8,000 studies, researcher John Hattie (1992) reported that providing students 
with specific information about their standing in terms of effective feedback of particular objectives 
(learning targets) increased their achievement significantly. 



“What are the pros and cons of 
standards based grading?

1. Growth mindset

2. Quality curriculum & 
assessment

3. Clear communication

1. Teaching responsibility 
(student motivation)

2.  Takes more planning time for 
the teacher

3. Teachers spend time 
redesigning assessmentshttps://www.edutopia.org/blog/peaks-pits-standards-based-grading-josh-work



“
What is the history of our current 

grading scale for grades 6-8? 
Can the scale be revisited? 

A: It changed to this scale in 2000.  Prior to that 
94-100 = A

Yes, the scale could be revisited. 



2.

Questions Related to High 

School



“
How are placement decisions determined for 

high school?

A:
● PSAT
● 8th Grade Teacher Recommendations
● LHS content area placement tests



“
If LHS is not using SBG how will our students 
transition to a traditional grading system?

A: We have collaborated with LHS as we have 
studied and we would not move forward if LHS was 
not supportive. 



“

Dr. Fischer, “Teachers at LHS are also researching and 
implementing SBG in some courses in various departments.  

All LHS teachers understand the importance of 
communicating their grading practices to students and 
parents and in supporting student success within their 

system of grading.”

Dr. Rita Fischer, Assistant 
Superintendent D128

rita.fischer@d128.org
847-247-4514

mailto:rita.fisher@d128.org


ISBE Presentation

Taken from ISBE Presentation 2014

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2014-board-presentation.pdf




3.

Who Else is Implementing 

SBG?



Area Districts Implementing SBG

● Implemented: 
○ Hawthorn 73 (K-8), Deerfield 109 (K-8), Kildeer 96 (K-8), Lake 

Forest 67 (K-5), Libertyville 70 (K-5), Grayslake 46 (K-4), Lake 
Villa 41 (K-8), Northbrook 28 (K-8), Gurnee SD 56 (K-8)

● Transitioning: 
○ Lake Bluff 65, Northbrook 28, Arlington Heights 25, 

Lincolnshire 103, Fremont 79, Aptakisic-Tripp 102, CCSD 46, 
Round Lake 116, Diamond Lake 76, Rondout 72 



4.

Motivation and 

Achievement 



“How are students being taught and held 
accountable for time management, 

organizational skills and participation?

A: Teachers are integrating these skills, regardless 
of the grading system. These skills are also 

reported on report card. 



“
These skills are also 
reported on report 
card. 



“How do students know they have achieved mastery of a skill? 

A: Skills are explicitly reported through the standards; 
student learning is reported toward the standard. 
Student work habits/learner characteristics are 

measured skills and behaviors. These are reported 
separately.



“
➔ How will Honor Society work with SBG?
➔ How can I compare my child’s progress to 

other students in the class? 
➔ How is GPA calculated with SBG?

A:  Oak Grove coordinates it’s own Honor Society will continue to offer this 
opportunity for students.  Entry requirements are established at the building 
level and updated criteria is being discussed regardless of a transition to 
standards based reporting.  



5.

Questions About K-5



“
How long has K-5 been implementing standards 

based grading? How was it implemented?

A: K-3 has never had traditional letter grades. 
K-5 implemented a common standards based reporting tool 

in the 2016-2017 school year. 



“
How is success and effectiveness of SBG 

being measured? 

A: A survey was given to teachers, parents, and 4th & 5th 
grade students (spring 2017) 

A follow up survey will be given in the spring of 2018 for 
comparison data

See SBG Feedback Report 5.2017 BOE Meeting 



“
What percentage of students are 

receiving 4s at the end of the 
year?

A: The goal of mastery learning is to have all 
students get to 100% of all standards.



6.

Reporting Progress



“➔ Will there be rubrics for each assignment or assessment that 
share student progress for each standard? 

➔ How will parents understand how the grade was determined 
and can see what students are missing and need to do for an 
improved grade?

➔ How will students and parents know how they can improve? 

A:  Rubrics support communication of skills that are strengths as well as areas of 
growth.  This communication is helpful for the students and parents and we are 
continuing our work to improve the use of rubrics.   Powerschool is capable of 
showing how a grade is determined throughout a trimester.



“➔ Why are K-2 and 3-5 currently using SBG differently? 
(Trimester vs. End of Year) 

➔ How are “specials teachers” who teach all grades, 
handling this?

A: In working with staff first trimester to create a cohesive system, this was 
the result of the K-5 meeting.  See November 13, 2017 update. 

Specials teacher are providing standards based feedback to K-5 and 
giving letter grades to 6-8.

http://www.ogschool.org/curriculum/standards-based-reporting


“
How will PowerSchool work? 

A: It will look different, but PowerSchool has the capability 
to track standard progress and assignment completion. 



“

What has the 
committee being 

working on? 

➔ Completed a book study: Grading from the Inside Out by Tom 
Schimmer

➔ Read research articles
➔ Discussed purpose of reporting system; Established 

philosophy statement
➔ Discussing possible transition plans 
➔ Next Steps:

◆ Create recommendation plan for BOE at April 23rd 
committee meeting

◆ Share recommendations at May 22nd BOE meeting



Attendee’s Provided 

Additional 

Questions through

Today’s Meet for 

the Committee to 

Review



Thank You!

These slides will be posted:

 ogschool.org/curriculum/standards-based-reporting 


