Dear Oak Grove Parents/Guardians,
To safeguard the health and wellness of all students and staff, we have decided to close Oak Grove
School District 68 to students and staff for three weeks beginning Monday, March 16, with a
tentative return date of April 6. The COVID-19 pandemic is resulting in situations that are fluid and
ever-changing due to new releases of information. We intend to re-evaluate our tentative return
date prior to April 6 and notify our parent community of our intentions to re-open school closer to
that time.
This decision was made after consultation with the village and area school officials and following the
recommendations of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) regarding limiting the gathering of large
groups in an abundance of caution and as a precautionary measure to limit the spread of the
coronavirus (COVID-19) illness in our community. Implementing social distancing through this school
closure will prevent the potential spread of COVID-19 in our community and will help lessen the
burden on hospitals that will need to focus their energy on people who are ill. We are not aware of
anyone in Oak Grove District who has been infected or exposed to the Coronavirus. This is a purely
precautionary measure to help safeguard our community.
E-LEARNING PLANS AND TECHNOLOGY
Due to this unprecedented school closure, we want to ensure our students remain engaged in their
academic learning. Monday, March 16, will be a day of non-attendance for students. However, staff
will report to school on Monday as a workday to prepare for E-Learning. E-Learning will be put in
place from Tuesday, March 17 to April 3. However, teachers will not institute E-Learning during
Spring Break March 23 to March 27.
As you know, we have been preparing to continue the educational experiences of our students in the
event COVID-19 affects our community by gathering educational resources for students to utilize at
home. This will include both online and low-tech options. On Friday, March 13, all students in grades
K through 8 will go home with their district-provided iPad or laptop for E-Learning, as well as extra
books from the library. More specifics regarding grade level E-learning plans will be shared with
parents through their child’s teacher(s) on Tuesday, March 17. If you do not receive communication
from your child’s teacher on Tuesday, please email him or her to let them know.
ACCESS TO BUILDINGS LIMITED
As an additional precaution, and following the example of other institutions, we are implementing
procedures to limit access to our buildings. We are cancelling all before and after school activities
from March 16 through April 6. Beginning Monday, families and teachers should not visit the schools
until we have confirmed a district-wide return date. If your child has medication stored at the
school, you will receive an email today to determine if you are interested in picking up the
medication on Monday, March 16, between 8:30 am – 3:30 pm.
TRAVEL
As we approach Spring Break, we want to make you aware of the following guidance: Currently, the
IDPH states that if you are returning from an area identified by the CDC as "Level 3" (currently China,
South Korea, Italy, and Iran) that you are required to self-quarantine for 14 days after the day you

return to the U.S. Please note that areas listed as Level 3 may change. It is important for you to note
that it is your responsibility to check the CDC website every day for the latest update regarding areas
identified as Level 3. For more information, please visit the CDC
website: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices.
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES
As a reminder, the most important thing you can do to protect yourself is to follow the standard
preventive practices. There are a number of steps we can all take to minimize the spread of
respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, according to the Illinois Department of Public Health:
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are
not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Stay home when you are sick.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Since the public announcement of the outbreak of the coronavirus, District 68 has been taking
additional proactive steps to ensure the safety and health of its students and staff. D68 is using a
microbiostatic protectant on surface areas that will provide 90 days of protection against the spread
of communicable diseases. The District’s custodial staff is treating surfaces such as handrails,
doorknobs, lockers, chairs, desks, and all other surfaces that students and staff may touch daily. They
will continue to do this throughout the closure and the rest of the school year. This EPA-registered
and USDA-accepted surface protection will greatly enhance all of our current disinfection practices.
More information about COVID-19 is available from the U.S. Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. The Illinois Department of Health also has information available on its website, including
a coronavirus hotline. As recommended by the Center for Disease Control, if you think you have
been exposed to COVID-19 and develop a fever and symptoms of respiratory illness, such as cough or
difficulty breathing, call your healthcare provider immediately.
This is a very different time in our community than we have ever seen. It is important for all of us to
do our part to ensure the health and safety of ourselves, friends, neighbors, and community.
Kindness, compassion and caring of others is imperative.
We will keep you informed throughout this process and thank you for your continued flexibility and
partnership. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dr. Lemon at
lemon@ogschool.org or Nick Heckel at heckel@ogschool.org.
Thank you,
Dr. Lonny Lemon
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